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When Jane Wall came up with the idea for a 
monthly newsletter in the spring of 1989, she 
scanned information about residents’ back-
grounds, learning that Ed Behr had been an edi-
tor at The Wall Street Journal and Betty Clark, a  
Washington reporter.  Why neither of these two 
professionals became the Collingtonian’s first 
editor remains a mystery. However, both were 
frequent contributors.

The first editor, Bob Willing, served for three 
months, and begged off. Collington’s first bride-
groom, he was involved in remodeling an apart-
ment for himself and his bride, fellow resident 
Marion Wilson. Jane tapped Margaret Werts and 
Mary MacLean as coeditors. and an anonymous 
typist put copy on a computer.

I took over in September 1993. My first edi-
tions were a typographer’s nightmare. Drawn to 
my new computer’s desktop publishing potential, 
I mixed fonts and experimented with makeup, 
trying for eye-appeal and readability. Steve, the 
husband of our Health Services director, P. Gail 
Whitehead, was a Mac enthusiast and graphic 
designer. He gave the newsletter a new logo 
and added dates and numbers to each page.

At that time, I delivered camera-ready copy 
to a small print shop in Crofton. Photographs in 
black and white, developed only after a com-
plete roll of film had been exposed, were rarely 
timely. 

Having been a slave to deadlines at Time 
magazine, I was determined the publication 

A Word From the Editor
   

The heading above appeared in the first 
Collingtonian, in February 1989. Editor Bob 
Willing promised a “newsletter written, ed-
ited, and produced by the residents and for 
the residents of Collington [to be] published 
monthly, except during July and August.”

Bob Willing’s tenure was brief, as ex-
plained in Frances Kolarek’s Collingtonian 
history, but his promise has been kept – in-
deed enhanced, because today’s Collingto-
nian is also financed by residents, thanks to 
generous support from the Residents Asso-
ciation. 

In preparing this Silver Anniversary edi-
tion, the Collingtonian staff and I opted for 
simplicity – reproducing pages that would 
tell the story of Collington. Jeanne Barnett, 
Jim Giese, Pat Howard, Mike McCulley and 
I went through all past editions and chose 
more than 100 pages, which I eventually dis-
tilled to the contents that follow. This was no 
easy task. I was tempted to adopt the apocry-
phal lazy professor’s grading method – throw 
the pages downstairs and reward those that 
stick to the top steps. But Collington cottages 
don’t have staircases, so I made choices that 
were hardly less arbitrary.  

In choosing pages that described Col-
lington’s history, I left out much good read-
ing, notably the columns of Gloria Ericson, 
Faith Jackson and Frances Kolarek. I hope 
that you will do as the Collingtonian staff did: 
Browse the past issues filed in the “Low Vi-
sion room” at the library. (Thanks to the work 
of Curt Bury, many are now available online 

A Brief History of the 
Collingtonian

By Frances Kolarek

Editor’s Word cont’d p.3
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Brief History from p2

would meet its own. During my years the Collin-
gtonian was in mailboxes on or before the first of 
the month, every month.  (Later the publication 
schedule was changed to mid-month to allow 
coverage of events early in the month.)

Soon new bylines began to appear. Even be-
fore he became a resident, Layne Beaty submit-
ted an article about his father’s cars, recalling 
a Jewett that was running after 30 years. Tom 
Street, a colleague of Layne’s at the Department 
of Agriculture, was a frequent contributor.  

Tom took over as editor in October 1995,  
once assured that I would continue the com-
puter job. Dick Van Wagonnen began sending in 
quirky limericks. Clem Welsh, a retired Episco-
pal priest with a facile pen, joined the staff, and 
in a few months Dorothy Brown’s name began 
appearing as a byline.  

In the summer of 1997, a special edition: “Pot-
pourri: or, A Midsummer Miscellany,” appeared 
with reminiscences and a commentary by Margo 
Labovitz ”On Becoming Ninety.”   Glendy Pabst’s 
byline appeared over an essay about how hard it 
is to get rid of stuff when every piece holds senti-
mental value. Glendy, a retired Washington Post 
reporter, was soon a stalwart with a keen news 
sense and a professional style.  

    In September 1997 Layne Beaty became 
editor and was soon busy reporting on Collin-
gton’s 10th anniversary events. He dubbed us 
“The Rag” and, under his guidance, the publica-
tion assumed a presence in the community it 
had never enjoyed before. After five years dur-
ing which he  established our credentials as a 
serious publication, Layne bowed out  in 2002,  
pleading declining health. But he continued to 
contribute, and was a welcome presence at the 
monthly meetings. 

at keepingupwithcollington.org.)  For vet-
eran residents, the archives will jog many 
memories. Newer ones, like me, will discov-
er a fascinating world.

This edition was made possible in large 
part by a fund endowed by the late Col-
lington resident Art Longacre, and a more 
recent contribution by Sandra Beaty Cantrel 
in honor of her father, longtime Collingtonian 
editor Layne Beaty.
– George Newman

The front page of the February 2003 edition 
welcomed Joe Fromm of U.S. News and World 
Report and Murray Gart, once Time maga-
zine’s head foreign correspondent, with his wife 
Jeanne. Neither of these two journalists joined 
the Collingtonian staff, but Joe occasionally con-
tributed.

Their arrival marked Ed Behr’s reluctant de-
but as editor, reluctant for good reason. He and 
Marcia invariably spent the month of August 
in Vermont with their son. The Collingtonian tra-
ditionally shut down in July and August, resum-
ing with a September issue. A compromise pro-
vided that Ed’s publishing year would run from 
October to July. Future historians will search in 
vain for September issues during Ed’s tenure,  
years marked by expansion and renovation 
when the campus was a construction site docu-
mented in photographs Marcia took.

Ed had inherited from Layne a stable of expe-
rienced and eager writers whose bylines domi-
nated the front pages for several years. Faith 

Brief HIstory cont’d p. 4

Editor’s Word from p2
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Jackson, master gardener, novelist and biogra-
pher, joined the staff and soon her byline rivaled 
Glendy’s. Faith later introduced a gardening 
column. 

When Ed resigned, and no other candidate 
appeared, I picked up the slack and had the 
unfortunate responsibility of announcing Gail 
Kohn’s resignation in the March 2003 issue. 
Glendy resigned for health reasons. But Gloria 
Erickson’s columns with their sly humor kept 
spirits high.

It fell to me to oversee the technological revo-
lution computers brought to publishing. The old 
print shop sold out to a computerized printer 
with color presses, and I was able to introduce 
color to the Collingtonian in the January 2003 
issue. Collington’s ace party givers, Kather-
ine Kendall and Penny Vickery, undaunted by 
an Auditorium closed for renovation, held the 
Christmas party in the newly-completed area 
now occupied by the Arbor. Pictures of staff 
in colorful African dress, residents dressed à 
la Harry Potter and a gigantic green Chinese 
Dragon made images too vivid to print in B&W.  
Expensive? Very. But I gambled and Marketing 
was so impressed they helped pick up the tab. 

No longer did I have to drive to the printer 
with camera-ready copy. With new software, a 
tutorial from a staff member at the print shop, 
and serious misgivings, I finally submitted an 
entire edition by e-mail. Successfully!

After four rewarding years, I passed the job to 
Bob Elkin. A gifted photographer, he published 
many colorful editions before his resignation. 

Jim Giese, a new resident from Greenbelt 

with experience at its newspaper, succeeded 
Bob and soon learned that he was surrounded 
by capable volunteers. Finding an experienced 
computer operator proved a difficult problem,  
solved by taking on the print shop alumna with 
Collingtonian experience, Leeann Steuer.   

Jim resigned at about the time George New-
man, an experienced newspaperman, came to 
Collington with his wife, Barbara Fairchild, in 
March of 2013. Barely given a chance to say 
”No thanks,” George found himself editor of The 
Collingtonian. An innovator, George set up an 
e-mail account for contributors to use in submit-
ting material, introduced a new look to Page 
One, and increased the publication’s Internet 
presence with the online “Collingtonian Extra.”

Collingtonian Editors
Through the Years

Bob Willing 1989
Margaret Werts and Mary MacLean 

1989-93
Frances Kolarek 1993-95 and 2003-2007

Tom Street 1995-97
Layne Beaty 1997-2002

Ed Behr 2002-03
Bob Elkin 2007-2011

Jim Giese 2011-13
George Newman 2013 --
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Wherefore Art Thou Collington?
By Layne Beaty

Trying to establish the origin of the name of 

our home “Collington” can sometimes be about 

as rewarding as a dog chasing its tail.

Or maybe finding places we’ve heard of like 

the Garden of Eden, the lost continent of Atlan-

tis, Utopia, Shangri La, or the “land where the 

bong tree grows.”  Or Mitchellville.

We have taken fliers at this pursuit from time 

to time with results that are more speculative 

than proven fact.  Not that it matters tremen-

dously, except in our curiosity, but we try again.

A few years ago Phyllis Sternau found a Col-

lington church in western England and someone 

else located a Web page for a bed and breakfast 

place near there.  A prominent family named 

Colling lived in the area in the past, too.

Now our colleague Frances Kolarek comes 

up with a reference to “the five hundred acres of 

land I patented for the manor of Collington” in 

1704.  That is in a book, “Tidewater Maryland’s 

Architecture and Gardens” by Henry Chandlee 

Forman.  It stresses Northampton as one of the 

important estates of Prince George’s County, a 

tract of 1,000 acres surveyed in 1674 for Tho-

mas Sprigg I.  He died in 1704 and bequeathed 

to his son certain parts of the estate including 

one part of “500 acres I patented for me The 

Manor of Collington.”

Susan Pearl of the Maryland-National Park 

and Planning Commission, always a source of 

historical information, sends maps and descrip-

tions on what seems to locate “the Manor of Col-

lington (or Calverton) very close to where we are 

now. Still no source of the name Collington 

(which has proliferated around here) but it’s a 

pretty one, anyway.

How all this fragmented information accom-

modates the presence in the 18th century of 

several generations of Warings, some of them 

buried at Collington, is not explained.

To the Editor:

“Loving Birds,” the excellent article by Faith 

Jackson in last month’s Collingtonian, is delight-

fully exciting as well as full and accurate. She 

even sees through the feathers to the very heart 

when she points out that “our three love birds do 

not seem very happy with their quality of life here 

-- yet.”   But the one who tried so hard to escape 

-- “the grieving solitary in the big cage” -- may re-

ally be the only unhappy one.  Let’s apply some 

human psychology, as below.

 Cages 2, Birds 3

Our love-bird is living so lonesome

He’s turned almost cellular-phonesome.

His mate, silenced live-bird,

Now heaven-above bird,

Can’t tell him she’s already flown some.

Soon people, well-meaning but zealous,

Donated a couple, they tell us.

Now love-bird must suffer

A life even tougher --

Both lonesome and painfully jealous.

                  RWVW
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A Family Christmas
2,000 Miles from Home

 By Margaret and Tom Aldrich

Why would anyone go to Costa Rica for 

Christmas?  The family were going.   Why were 

they going?  To find warm weather and a place 

to snorkel.

How many went?   Nine of fourteen possibles 

-- Ggma, ggpa (us), our two daughters, their hus-

bands, two of three granddaughters, one signifi-

cant other.  Absent were eldest granddaughter, 

her husband, and our three great-grandsons. 

Travel:  From Connecticut, Maryland, Wis-

consin to San Jose by air, a 40 minute small 

plane ride from S.J. to Palmar Sur, a bumpy 30 

minute taxi  ride to Sierpa, a bumpier 45 minute 

boat ride to Drake Bay (Sir Francis, that is) and 

the scuba diving resort, Jenetes del Osa.  Going 

home reverses the path adding to the wear and 

tear to one's sit-upon.

Accommodations:  Simple with private bath, 

electricity available from 5:00 -10:00 p.m., three  

squares a day including lunch with tablecloth on 

our several field trips.  The latter included hikes 

in the local rain forests to see and hear birds, 

monkeys, and other creatures not experienced at 

Collington; snorkeling and hiking on Canus Is-

land, another national park; a swing through the 

rainforest canopy on a rope sling; looking at 

night-time creepy-crawleys; beach walking and 

more snorkeling in the rain.  We missed railings 

to lean on, but enjoyed the warmth of the weath-

er and people.  The rain was regular and mostly 

at night -- it was the dry season! 

Summary: Christmas with the family is great 

anywhere, and it was pleasant to manage it in a 

different and snowless environment.  The young-

er one is, the better one manages with physically 

demanding options.  Thanks to the Internet and 

our older daughter for a great learning experi-

ence!!

                                                   

Valentine’s Greetings

 Girls.  If you find e-mail daunting, and are 

shy of cell phones, consider this.  You can com-

municate with your fan!   That is, when you are 

not using it to protect your waxen makeup from 

melting down your neck if you sit  too close to 

the fireplace.

Another time, another place, and you could 

say anything from “You have changed” to “I wish 

to speak to you” just by manipulating your little 

ol’ fan.

If you wanted to message a young man to fol-

low you, you carried your fan in your right hand 

in front of your face.  Which young man picked 

up this signal we prefer not to guess.  Maybe  a 

whole parade of  men was standing around wait-

ing for you to give them a little wig-wag.

If you were fanning slowly the message was 

not that the air was a bit close, but that you were 

married.  Say a garter-snapper is closing in, you 

wave him away?  It might work.  

By letting the fan rest on your left cheek you 

could signal “NO”.  We imagine for this scenario 

a swain jerking his neck frantically toward the vi-

ne-covered arbor,  intent on who knows what 

hanky-panky in the shadows.   But suppose he 

got HIS signals mixed and thought the fan was 

on your right cheek.  That meant Yes.   Hey, this 

could get more complicated than e-mail to a 

clueless newbie.

February 2002           The Collingtonian 9
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Joe Hysan had been living at Collington for 

about two years when the siren song of the 

tropics lured him to Florida.  And Florida was 

pleasant enough, although white sands and 

palm trees can, in time, pall. 

Recently, Joe’s daughter who lives in this 

area fell deeply ill and needed his assistance.    

Joe came back to Maryland, signed up again 

with Collington’s marketing staff and made a 

unique request: Could our Op Shop furnish a 

studio apartment for him so that all he’d have to 

do would be to walk in and hang up his clothes?

It could, and it did.  A comfortable chair for 

watching television, a love seat, a desk with 

book shelves and storage space that takes very 

little floor space, a small drop-leaf table with two 

chairs for breakfast and a single bed did the 

trick.  Oh yes, a Meissen style chandelier adds a 

touch of elegance and casts light on the table.  A 

lamp table beside the easy chair affords a place 

to put a drink or a coffee mug.  

The kitchen was easy.  From the Op Shop’s 

endless supply of chinaware and utensils, Hilda 

Jay equipped it right down to knives and forks 

and spoons.

And -- hold your breath -- all for just over 

$500.   

The Opportunities Outlet, known familiarly as 

the Op Shop, is one of the oldest and most 

creative projects on campus.  Since its inception 

it has been master-minded by Hilda Jay, joined 

as time passed by Georgia Paine-Heldt and 

Collingtonian
The

Vol. 15 , No. 8                                          A  monthly publication of the Collington Residents Association             Oct 2003                 

The Opportunities Outlet
By Helen Gordon 

   Georgia                Hilda                         Ruth

Continued on p. 2

Photo by Elsie Seetoo
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 Wine with Dinner

Proudly present as Gover-

nor Ehrlich signed House Bill 

568 were three Collington 

residents: Rita Newnham, 

who drafted the bill and shep-

herded it through the legisla-

ture; Iladene Filer, member of 

Collington’s Board of Direc-

tors and Jack Yale, past-

president of our Residents  

Association.  

This bill enables us to bring 

a bottle of wine of our choice 

to enjoy at dinner.  Thanks to 

Rita and Jack for their work in 

getting it passed.

Sept. 2004            The Collingtonian 3

At the signing:  Governor Ehrlich, front row, with a cupful of pens.  At left is 

Senator Ida Ruben, president pro-tem of Maryland’s Senate.  Rita Newnham 

stands behind her.  On the right are Iladene Filer and Jack Yale. Delegates 

 Carolyn Howard and Joanne Benson complete the picture.  

The hanging of James Gholson’s oil paint-

ings in our Library Corridor has provided an oc-

casion to invite his friends and admirers to visit 

Collington and view his work.    

That Jim turned to art in retirement comes 

as no surprise.  His family have all succeeded 

in the fields of music or dance, and his late wife 

was a pianist involved in musical education in 

the County.    

 Over 100 members of the Prince George’s  

County community will receive invitations to 

come to a reception to view Jim’s paintings on 

September 17 from 4 to 6 p.m. Educators, po-

litical figures and notables in other fields are on 

the list.
 Jim Gholson came to Prince George’s 

County to be principal of Fairmount Heights

High School, then a new school for black stu-

dents.  When integration followed a few years 

later, Jim found himself placed in charge. He 

managed to handle with a sure and steady 

hand a situation that could have become explo-

sive.

His role in helping establish Collington is an-

other aspect of his life for which we are espe-

cially grateful. Jim served on our first Board of 

Directors and travelled over the County at a 

time when the concept was new, explaining to 

church groups and fraternal organizations ex-

actly what this “Life Care” was all about and 

what it would do.  That he succeeded here, too, 

Collington’s residents can bear witness.

Gholson Art Works Go On Show
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 Larry Harris, New Board President
By Frances Kolarek

At the October meeting of Collington’s Board 

of Directors, Larry Harris, Rector of St. Barn-

abas’, Leland, was elected president to replace 

Dr. Sandra Charles, whose term had expired.  

Vernon Stafford, a bank regulator, replaces 

Larry as vice-president.

In a recent talk with Larry and Sandra, both 

emphasized that the vision that guided Colling-

ton at the outset -- a time when competition was 

virtually nonexistent -- must give way today to 

one that faces the fact that we are now in a very 

competitive market.

The Board’s strategic plan for the next five to 

ten years emphasizes, first and foremost, fiscal 

stability. And fiscal stability depends on a suc-

cessful marketing campaign to fill our cottages 

and apartments. Just as important is the estab-

lishment and maintenance of high standards in 

our Health Services.

Regaining accreditation is a goal to be at-

tained within three years. Dr. Charles explained 

that standards for accreditation today are more 

rigorous and probing than they were five years  

ago, when self-evaluation against a set of desig-

nated standards was the rule. Today, she says, 

the evaluation process, administered by a new 

group, is more closely scrutinized and self-ap-

praisal takes a back seat to outside evaluation.  

She rattles off the name of the new organization:  

Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 

Facilities - Continuing Care Accreditation Com-

mission (CARF-CCAC).

As for Larry Harris’ qualifications, it would be 

hard to find anyone better acquainted with the 

ins-and-outs of Collington’s structure, our his-

tory, our problems and the  

course we need to pursue 

to guarantee our success.  

He is, of course, an Epis-

copalian -- a requirement 

of the Board’s by-laws. 

His congregation at St. 

Barnabas’ is peppered 

with Collington residents.

He visualizes “a collaborative community” in 

which the Board and residents work together,  

resident Operating Committees working closely 

with parallel Board Committees.  Again and 

again in the course of our chat, the words 

“resident involvement” recurred.

Larry remembers and reminds that from the 

very beginning when Collington was still being  

built, resident involvement was encouraged 

through the formation of a Future Residents As-

sociation. The group met at Collington headquar-

ters in a nearby office complex, voiced their pref-

erences about everything from landscaping to  

desserts, and drew up by-laws. By the time we 

opened, a full-fledged Residents Association 

with the late Malcolm Wall as president was op-

erating.

With Vernon Stafford as vice-president, our 

fiscal health is in good hands. Vernon, our neigh-

bor in Foxlake Villages, currently serves as Di-

rector for Large Bank Supervision in the Office of 

the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC). The 

OCC is a quasi-Federal government agency re-

sponsible for the regulation and supervision of 

the national banking system. A profile will appear 

in the December Collingtonian.

November 2005      The Collingtonian 3

The Rev. Larry Harris
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Library Expansion
Marcia Behr, Faith Jackson and Frances 

Kolarek contributed to this story.

 “Many hands make light work” an old saying 

goes, but our Library volunteers might say “Oh, 

yeah?”  

The recent reorganization under the imagina-

tive co-chairmanship of Faith Jackson, the up-

grading of the Low Vision Room, and the De-

cember book sale have involved a lot of heavy 

lifting by many hands. For which Faith hastens 

to say “Thank you, one 

and all.”

Biographies have 

been moved into their 

own special room where 

patrons can sit comforta-

bly and sample the menu 

before lugging home an 

8-pound, 796-page vol-

ume.  

Although the Library is 

expanding noticeably, the 

shelves fill quickly and 

cannot accommodate all  

of the books our newly-

arrived residents want to share with us. Although 

many find their way into our collection and/or 

book sales, Mary Witt’s daughter, Priscilla, has 

been of untold help with the overflow. A slim, 

long-haired blonde, Priscilla lifts big boxes of 

books as if they were cotton candy. When she 

comes to see her mother, she makes selections 

from our collection of duplicates and takes them 

off to the Book Bank, a shop in Alexandria. It’s 

altogether a win-win situation.

Quality was the keynote of the December 

book sale with many brand-new books finding 

their way to the tables. A silent auction of a 

boxed Narnia collection fetched $7.00 from Betty 

Ann Swanson. An encyclopedia went to Diana 

Kalmus for $25, while Roberta Decker carried 

away the art books for $10.  Terrific bargains, all.

Karl Wirth, looking for a gift for his ten-year-

old great grandson, found a brand new Lord of 

the Rings edition.    

 Louis Dolbeare and Herb Stone helped pre-

pare the tables for the 

sale and returned the fol-

lowing day to join Marcia  

Behr, Evelyn Colbert and 

Agnes Hatfield to help  

with selling and making 

change. Total take:  

$172.50.

Library patrons have 

finally been able to reach 

books on the topmost 

shelves, thanks to the 

original steps created in 

our Woodshop by Jim  

Whitaker, the new chair-

man of that committee.

Biggest problem: Getting books returned. Li-

braries with paid staffs and electronic dating 

equipment can harass delinquent borrowers.  

Our honor system depends on our borrowers’  

sense of responsibility. Please, Faith Jackson 

implores, return books, especially new books,    

promptly so others can read them while they are 

still current. Incidentally, who has the Library’s 

copy of Saturday?  Bring it back, please.
 8              The Collingtonian         January 2006

The Low Vision Room

Long in need of attention, the Low Vision 

Room in our Library has fallen into the com-

petent hands of Dorothy (Doe) Friestedt who 

is engaged in its first upgrade in many years.

She is in e-mail contact with the Senior and 

Homebound librarian for Prince George’s 

County who is pleased to have a direct

contact with our Library.

 Doe has organized the large collection of 

audiocassettes, found new shelf space for 

them, and arranged the volumes of Large 

Print Readers Digest condensed fiction.
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Looking At Affiliation with Kendal
By Robert Elkin

Considering what affiliation with Kendal could 

mean to Collington served as the focus of the 

January Community meeting.  With an overflow 

crowd of residents, Collington and Kendal VIPs 

answered probing questions from 

residents as all strove to better 

understand affiliation and the pro-

cess leading up to it.

Paul Cooney, Collington Board 

Chair, described the process in 

which we are now involved as an 

organic one, with both organiza-

tions learning how we would ben-

efit from an ongoing relationship.  

Paul said three considerations mo-

tivated the Collington Board:  our 

philosophy, the interests of current residents, 

and the interests of future residents.  He report-

ed conversations were ongoing with our bankers 

who appear initially positive about an affiliation 

with Kendal. Paul emphasized there remained 

much work to be done before any final action by 

the two boards.

Following his introduction by Paul Cooney, 

John Diffey, Kendal President and CEO, said that 

his Kendal team felt encouraged by how the pro-

cess leading up to affiliation was going.  While 

there is more work to be done, he believed cer-

tain fundamentals were much alike:  our cultures, 

missions, and values.  During his later comments, 

he emphasized these underlying beliefs as basic 

to any sound relationship. John spent the rest 

of the meeting responding to 

questions from residents, aid-

ed by Kendal representatives:  

Judy Braun, Director for Affili-

ate Services, Sean Kelly, Di-

rector for New Business De-

velopment, and Bill Silbert, 

Director for Marketing and 

Public Relations.   Respond-

ing to residents’ questions, 

John Diffey commented on 

the following areas, in part:

   Kendal now has ten affiliates; Collington 

would be the eleventh affiliate.

It is not necessary for Collington to change 

its name to include Kendal.  Three of the current 

affiliates maintained their former names. Collin-

gton’s name as part of the Kendal system is the 

responsibility of the Collington Board.

Each affiliate continues its own marketing ef-

forts; however, Kendal affiliation would provide 

consultation and ongoing access to help from 

Collington Board Chair Paul Cooney (Left) 
introduces John Diffey, Kendal President 

and Ceo
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Adams Takes Charge at First Meeting
By Jim Giese

On August 19 Marvell Adams led his first Com-
munity Meeting since becoming Executive Direc-
tor at Collington.  Getting right down to business, 
he announced the completion of an inspection 
of the Health Care Center.  Maryland Health De-
partment inspectors found two minor, easily cor-
rectable problems; overall, a very good review, 
Adams said.

He also noted that Beth Neel and a residents 
committee are planning to restructure the use of 
the Clinic.  They want to increase the hours that 
medical professionals are on hand and commit-
tee members will be talking to medical groups 
about the situation.

Comment cards are being prepared for the 
Clinic and Health Care Center.  Grant Bagley and 
the Woodshop produced boxes for collecting the 
comments.

In other Collington news he said that equip-
ment for upgrading the Wi-Fi system is on order 
and a contractor will be installing four repeaters 
under the walkway roofs in each cottage clus-
ter except the 5000 district.  Adams expects this 
work to take care of most, but not all reception 
problems.

As to the Capital Improvements program, 
Adams said there is a need to  have a time line 
chart to show when things will be done.  Whitman 
Turner and the Collington staff continue work to 
refurbish apartments.  Replacing the pool heater 
was delayed to determine the cause of failure.  
With this resolved, work is scheduled to be done 
the third week of September.

Repairs to underground feed lines to parking 
lot and roadway lights are awaiting permit ap-
proval.  Wood panel sidings and trim are being 
replaced at the community building and apart-
ments.  Condensation drain improvements for 
air conditioning units will soon be done.  Three 
renovated units now receiving a final touchup will 
become “try” units where persons thinking of be-
coming new residents can stay.

Kendal ED’s Meet in Milwaukee

New Executive Director Marvel Adams met 
with District 3000 residents on August 25.  He 
plans to meet with all districts.  He told the resi-
dents  he had already been to a meeting of Ken-
dal affiliated executive directors in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  They met there to see a CCRC oper-
ated by the Alexian Brothers, where they have 
dramatically reduced the number of residents in 
health care and assisted living by providing more 
services at home.  JKG

Hilda Jay  was one of many Collington residents  
who met and welcomed Marvell Adams on August 

10 at a reception for the new executive director.
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