
Kong, which was administered by 
Great Britain. 
After high school Elsie began 
a three-year nursing course at 
Queen Mary Hospital in Hong 
Kong.  Elsie said “the British built 
the hospital in 1936, and it was 
considered to be the finest hospital 
in the Far East.”  A month after 
Elsie finished her nursing program, 
on Dec. 8, 1941, Japan attacked 
Hong Kong.  The two weeks of 
severe bombing that preceded the 

Japanese occupation of Hong Kong 
led to a major evacuation of Queen Mary Hos-
pital.  The Japanese had avoided irreparable 
damage to the hospital, however, and once 
in control they invited the nurses and medical 
staff to return and work under their administra-
tion.  Several people accepted the invitation.  
Elsie Chin did not. 
She had heard of the Chinese Red Cross Medi-
cal Relief Corps, located at Guiyang in the inte-
rior of unoccupied China.  Able to surreptitiously 
leave Hong Kong with three former nursing 

The
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Snow Memories, p.3; Computerizing the NFL, p. 7

Editor’s Note: This is Women’s 
History Month, and the women of 
Collington have many stories to tell.  
Here is one of them.

Like thousands of other women, 
Elsie Seetoo served as a nurse 
during World War II. Unlike just 
about anyone else, Elsie served 
with both the Chinese Red Cross 
Medical Relief Corps and the U.S. 
Army Nurse Corps.

Elsie was born Elsie Chin in 
Stockton, Calif., in 1918 to Chinese 
immigrant parents.  Her father 
had a grocery store specializing in items from 
China.  But the Depression hurt the business, 
and Elsie’s parents decided in 1931 to return 
to their ancestral district of Xinhui in southern 
China. 

Thus Elsie experienced World War II before 
it became World War II.   Japan attacked China 
in 1937, two years prior to the outbreak of war 
in Europe.  Elsie was in her last year of high 
school in Canton, a city the Japanese bombed 
heavily.  The school prudently moved to Hong 

Elsie’s War: A Tale of Two Nations
by Don Singer

see Elsie Seetoo, p. 2

2nd Lt. Elsie Chin (Seetoo),  
U.S. Army Nurse Corps
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students, she began a trek of several hundred 
miles to Guiyang, arriving in April 1942.

Elsie had worked several months at the 
base hospital in Guiyang when the opportunity 
arrived to go to India to provide first-aid train-
ing to Chinese soldiers so they could serve as 
medics.  After two training sessions, lasting ap-
proximately half a year, Elsie in July 1943 was 
assigned to a medical clinic in Kunming, China.

Although committed to the Chinese war effort, 
Elsie yearned to return to the United States.  An 
American unit was stationed in Kunming.  An 
American officer who befriended Elsie suggest-
ed that she apply for a commission in the U.S. 
Army Nurse Corps. 

An initial request to the Army Nurse Corps for 
a commission produced a negative response, 
but a second request to a higher level led to 
Elsie’s being commissioned in June 1944 as a 
second lieutenant in the Nurse Corps.

Shortly thereafter Elsie learned that the initial 
rejection had been prompted by a law that a 
person would lose U.S. citizenship by serving 
in the military of another country -- even an ally 
like China --during a war. To allay any doubts 
about her citizenship, Second Lieutenant Chin 
was allowed to take an oath of allegiance to the 
United States.  Elsie thus has the rare distinction 
of twice becoming an American citizen -- by birth 
and by naturalization.

A final move in Elsie’s military career was an 
assignment to the United States in early 1946, 
where after three months she was demobi-
lized.  Elsie had returned to civilian life and to 
the country of her birth. 
-------------------------------------------- 

Elsie Seetoo from p. 1 In addition to a conversation with Elsie Seetoo, 
the source for this article is a 20-page interview 
of Elsie by Victoria Moy in “Fighting for the 
Dream: Voices of Chinese American Veterans 
from World War II to Afghanistan,” published in 
2014 by the Chinese Historical Society of South-
ern California, Los Angeles.

The Women’s History Month theme is also 
carried out in Nina Rulon-Miller’s crossword 
puzzle on page 8.

A mean, diabolical wizard
Cut all of the flakes in a blizzard.
          The force of his magic
           Was certainly tragic,
For all of the crystals were scissored.

Wizard
a Limerick by Judith Shaw
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her elementary 
school in Mas-
sachusetts but 
recalls difficulty 
getting to her first-
grade class after 
a shoveled path 
was lined with 
snow piles higher 
than she was. Learning to ski at an early age 
helped her overcome any fear of snow. 

Sara Case’s early skiing memory held a 
practical lesson. Her family was cross-country 
skiing to her grandmother’s house: father in front, 
followed by mother, older sister, than seven-year-
old Sara. Sara fell down and couldn’t uncross 
her skis. When her family came back for her she 
learned to turn onto her back, un-cross the skis, 
turn onto her side and rise.

Winkie Hatton grew up about three miles 
outside a small town in New Hampshire. When 
she was about nine, she and a neighbor pulled 
their sleds along the unplowed road to town. 
They took some side trips along the way, but 
finally reached the store, bought the groceries 
their mothers wanted, and put them in boxes tied 
to the seats of their sleds. They managed to get 
home before the milk froze.  

Being stuck inside due to snow brings happy 
memories for some. In the 1980s Delores 
Hawkins and her husband, Ron, found them-
selves snowbound at the home of her aunt in 
Washington, D.C. after driving in from their Upper 
Marlboro home to attend a Sunday evening con-
cert at their church in the city, where Ron was 
in the choir. It was still snowing when they left. 
They decided the snow was too heavy to make 
it to their place in Upper Marlboro.  Besides, 
they didn’t want to miss that evening’s episode 

see Snow Memories, p. 5

After the snow that fell overnight Feb. 17, I 
surveyed some Collington residents about their 
“snow memories.”  

Bob Milford was 19 when he signed up in 
Australia to fight in World War II. He and hundreds 
of others arrived in the middle of a snowstorm at 
Camp Miles Standish in Massachusetts after jour-
neying across the Pacific and crossing the coun-
try. Bob had never seen snow before and says 99 
percent of his mates hadn’t either. Bob’s wife, Ve-
ronica, and their son didn’t see snow until nearly 
two decades later when the family visited snow-
covered Mt. Kosciusko in southeast Australia.    

Julia Castillo, a native of Puerto Rico, first saw 
snow after she married and moved to Connecti-
cut. She was driving when a few flakes fell on her 
windshield. Fearful, she pulled off the road and 
waited for her husband to rescue her. 

Noemi Escandell was on an exchange pro-
gram from Cuba to Georgia when she saw her 
first snow. She left class to touch it and taste it on 
her tongue.  

Irene Geron grew up in Mississippi. When a 
rare snowstorm hit her small town, the govern-
ment, shops, and schools closed so the children 
could play in it. She enjoyed snow ice cream 
made by her aunt from evaporated milk, snow, 
vanilla, and sugar.

High snow banks are vivid in the memories of 
many Collingtonians. Charles Dell remembers 
driving from college in New Hampshire to Chicago 
for Christmas break. Near Buffalo the car was 
channeled onto a two lane-road with snow banks 
so high they obscured the roadside houses.  

Nancy Wilson was at home with her husband, 
four elementary school-aged children, her mother-
in-law, and a pet dog when the historic blizzard of 
1966 dumped 100 inches of snow on her hilltop 
home near Syracuse, N.Y. The family was afraid 
to let the dog out lest he lose himself in the snow.  

Tucker Farley lived just across the street from 

No Memories Like Snow Memories
By Mary Bird

Collington on Feb. 17.   
Photo by George Newman
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Nancy Addison 
Apartment 235, Ext. 

7547.  A Washington, D.C., 
native, Nancy grew up in 
Silver Spring. After gradu-
ation from the University of 
Maryland with a degree in 
elementary education, she 
began a teaching career in 
Montgomery County schools. After a few years 
she switched to teaching physical education in 
Prince George’s County elementary schools, 
where she was an educator for 25 years. In 
1966 she acquired her Masters in elementary 
education.

She retired from teaching after 31 years.  
However, in 1984 she also began working as an 
antique dealer. In the early 1990’s she took her 
first course in appraising antiques and decora-
tive arts, specializing in porcelain and glass.

She retired from appraising in 2014.
She has a large collection of porcelain and 

glass in her apartment and will be happy to con-
sult with anyone who may have questions about 
decorative arts they may own.

George and Ruth Hanssen
Apartment 165, Ext. 5192.  George was born 

and grew up near Monticello, Iowa. He served 
in the U.S. Army and later in the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve before graduating from Oklahoma 
State University. He also took graduate courses 
in meteorology at the U.S. Department of Agri-

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

by Barbara Fairchild

culture graduate school 
in Washington.  

He then joined the 
U.S. Naval Oceano-
graphic Office in Suit-
land, Md., where he con-
ducted environmental 
studies and participated 
in worldwide field proj-
ects in support of Naval 
operations. He pioneered the use of small com-
puters for forecasting ocean acoustic conditions 
and their effect on the performance of Navy 
antisubmarine systems.  

In 1952, while George was at the Oceano-
graphic Office, Ruth was in the Census Bureau 
across the street as a temporary employee fin-
ishing up the 1950 census.  

Ruth was then hired as an assistant librar-
ian for the Oceanographic Office library. She 
met George, and they married in 1954. They 
have three children, five grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren, all in the Washington area.  

Ruth was born and grew up in Owings, Md.  
After high school she took business classes at 
Bob Jones University.  

George and Ruth lived in Accokeek, Md., 
across the Potomac from Mount Vernon.  Ac-
cokeek was an early Indian settlement. George 
has an interest in history and has published a 
book chronicling early Accokeek. His book is 
now part of the Collington Authors collection in 
our library. 

Resa Jascourt    
Apartment 111, Ext. 7334. Resa was born 

in Washington, D.C., and grew up in the An-
napolis area. She graduated from Annapolis 
High School, which is now Maryland Hall for the 
Creative Arts.
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Resa thought she was 
interested in becoming 
a doctor and attended 
George Washington 
University. However, she 
decided medicine was not 
the field for her. Having 
studied French four 
years in high school, she 

changed her major to French with a minor in 
mathematics.  

She taught French and math in a junior high 
school for a brief time and then went to work for 
Booz Allen Hamilton as a computer program-
mer.  On the Ides of March in 1963, she attend-
ed a party where she met a lawyer who became 
her husband in November of that year.  

They moved to Greenbelt, Md., and eventu-
ally, after two sons born three years apart, they 
moved to a housing development on Greenbelt 
Lake, where their neighbors included Collington 
resident Jim Giese and his late wife, Bernie.  

Both Resa and her husband were involved 
in their homeowners’ association and the PTAs 
in their sons’ schools. They continued their in-
volvement even after both sons had completed 
high school. One son lives in Phoenix, Ariz., 
and has two children. The other lives in College 
Park, Md., and has one child.

After Resa’s husband died, she stayed in 
their Greenbelt home but finding increasingly 
difficult to cope with a large home. So the son 
who lives in College Park and Resa started 
looking at CCRC facilities in the area.  

After visiting five, Resa decided Collington 
was the place for her.

Her husband’s death prompted her to find a 
support group for widowed persons and she has 
become a trained facilitator. Resa will be happy 
to talk with anyone interested in such a group.  

of “Roots” on television. The next day the 
federal and D.C. governments were closed. 
Delores and Ron were housebound with 
their aunt for a week.   

Marie Rasmussen remembers the 
Washington-area “snowmageddon” of 
2010 as a happy time before her husband 
became ill. He had recently retired, so they 
spent the snowbound days cuddling in front 
of the television.

The first time Kay Henderson remem-
bers seeing snow was last year, after she 
moved from California to Collington. She 
was happy staying inside. Clarence Pear-
son says he too likes to stay inside looking 
out at the snow.

Joyce Koch grew up in Cincinnati, so 
she saw plenty of snow growing up, but 
when she was about six, her mother took 
her to see the frozen Ohio River. The banks 
were crowded with people watching ice-
breakers open a path for river traffic.

Arthur Krueger remembers adults 
hating, and kids loving, the plentiful “lake 
effect” snow where he grew up in Michigan.  

All of the things adults do for children in 
the snow are Jane Kempster’s strongest 
“snow memory.” When Jane was a young 
married career woman with two small chil-
dren, she and her husband, Norm, moved 
from California to Silver Spring, Md. She had 
to bundle up her children to go out to play; 
when they came back in, she had to dry off 
their clothes in a cycle that never seemed to 
end until she served hot chocolate.   

Now that we are older adults, we may not 
ski or sled any more, but we can still enjoy 
the beauty of snow.

Snow Memories from p. 3
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for some twenty minutes to an attentive audi-
ence. Another project designed to stimulate 
minds and imaginations, produced a poem 
created by “The Chesapeake and Potomac 
Scribes.”  Here it is.

Ode to an Orchard 
With bees and butterflies all around, 
nature makes its interesting sounds. 

A peach is always very sweet, 
but a peach isn’t always easy to reach. 
A warm summer’s day is much too hot, 

we’d like to taste an apricot. 
If perhaps you chose a plum, 

surely someone will give you some. 
But Adam and Eve had an apple tree, 

a better fruit they couldn’t see. 
Such lovely fruit must be ripe, 

otherwise, you’d not want to take a bite.

Members of the Scribes include Marjorie Hyer, 
Lily Krider, Mary Ellen Hines, Don Lokerson, 
Elsie Dent, Ellie Short, Evelyn Westebbe, Mary 
Miles, Doris Ball and Ellie Werst.

February events in the Au-
ditorium included a 
Black History Month 
program moderated 
by Annetha Hall, left, 
former chair of the 

Collington Board of Directors.  The pro-
gram featured a talk by resident Moira 
Nelson on the history of African-Americans in 
Prince George’s County.

The Speakers Committee brought us talks by 
two residents. Paul Carrington, center (projected 
on the Auditorium screen), a recent visitor to 
Cuba, gave an overview of the island’s history 
and geopolitics. Paul, the former dean of the 
Duke University Law School, took part in a pro-

A Busy Month for Speakers
gram with Cuban lawyers.

Mary Olmstead (below) spoke on 
her experience as the first U.S. dip-
lomatic representative in Papua New 
Guinea. She was named consul gen-
eral when Papua New Guinea was still 
an Australian protectorate. In 1975 it 
became an independent nation and 

Mary, a career Foreign Service officer, became 
the first American ambassador to the new land.

Keeping residents of our Health Center on 
their toes, physically and mentally, is a chal-
lenging job recently taken on by Rebecca 
White, an activities assistant who, incidentally, 
is the daughter of Anna and the late Edward 
White, Collington pioneers, class of 1988. 

Charged with providing mentally stimulating 
recreational outlets for people with different 
problems and varying backgrounds, Rebecca 
has at her command a set of trivia games and 
word puzzles flashed on a large television 
screen in one of the recreational rooms in the 
Health Center.

She has also introduced some new ideas 
popular with health center residents. Most 
recent is a miniature version of Know Your 
Neighbor where Marvell Adams talked informally 

Health Center Program Fosters Creativity
by Frances Kolarek
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I had a special relation-
ship with the New England 
Patriots (the 2015 Super 
Bowl champs) for the years 
1964-1989, working in their 
press box to help introduce 
the first personal computer 
football statistics program.

A major part of my IBM 
career (1955-1993) was 
spent in new product devel-
opment and introduction; 
including development of the IBM personal com-
puter.

As a football fan (Dartmouth and the Patriots) 
I would climb up to the press box after each 
game to obtain the statistics summary so I 
could paste it in game programs I was collect-
ing. Often the stats were delayed because they 
didn’t balance! (e.g. 20 passes completed, but 
only 19 received?)

Here certainly was a place where a com-
puter like the IBM PC could help! So I spent the 
summer of 1963 writing a program to collect 
each play’s results and summarize them on sev-
eral color screens around the press box. I then 
took the PC, keyboard and screens up to the 
Dartmouth press box for each 1963 game, plus 
carrying them to away games. The reception 
was positive, especially for the game against 
Harvard. (Proud Harvard seems to have a gen-
eral rule that no one else can have something 
more advanced than they do!)      

So I was not surprised early in 1964 to 
receive a phone call from the Harvard repre-
sentative who had spent time with me in the 

press box learning about 
the new program. He was 
now with the New England 
Patriots organization. The 
Pats were playing Kansas 
City in July, and would I 
be interested in bringing 
the computer setup to the 
press box to demonstrate 
what it could do?  As you 
can imagine, I was delight-
ed. In our setup, I stood 

behind the lady assigned to operate the com-
puter during each game. My job was to help her 
recover from any “bug” that might occur, such 
as two fumbles occurring on the same play and 
ball possession given by my computer to the 
wrong team. Fortunately these did not happen 
often, and we still receive Christmas letters from 
each other.

 The trial went well. The Patriots offered 
me $1,000 plus a free press box seat (including 
all the New England clam chowder I could con-
sume) if I could come to each home game and 
oversee the computer use. I readily accepted 
and continued this arrangement until 1989, 
when IBM transferred me to England for four 
years. Meanwhile, other NFL teams expressed 
interest, and the league asked if I could support 
all 26 teams using it. Obviously, the answer was 
no, so I recommended to the NFL that they find 
a professional software development organiza-
tion. They did, and the replacement program 
is now in use by nearly all college teams and 
many high schools as well. 

My (Computer) Career in the NFL
by Curt Bury
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“Spokeswomen”
© Nina Rulon-Miller

Crossword Answers, p11

Spokeswomen - March 4, 2011 by Nina Rulon-Miller / Edited by Patrick Berry
1

14

17

23

27

32

34

51

56

61

64

2

24

43

48

3

20

44

4

28

45

21

25

41

5

15

18

35

52

57

62

65

6

36

53

7

29

33

54

8

30

46

49

9

31

47

22

26

42

10

16

19

37

55

58

63

66

11

38

50

12

39

59

13

40

60

© 2011 The Chronicle of Higher Education

ACROSS
1. Loser of a fabled 

race
5. Roguish sort

10. Enlist again
14. Roots author Haley
15. Nitpick incessantly
16. In addition
17. Self-referential: 

Prefix
18. Curiouser and 

curiouser! speaker
19. Stud poker?
20. She said, [A] 

woman must do 
the same job better 
than a man to get 
as much credit for 
it

23. George W.s first 
Press Secretary

25. Sleuth, briefly
26. Anything ___ (2003 

Woody Allen film)
27. She said, Until 

1972, no Supreme 
Court case ever 
upheld the claim of 
a woman in a 
gender 
discrimination case

32. Mournful sound
33. Eurasian river
34. Equine parent
35. Womens History 

month
37. One punched out 

on Election Day
41. Viticultural valley 

of California
42. Floridas ___ 

National Forest
43. She said, Aint I a 

woman?
48. Touch
49. I piece?
50. Sun, to Suetonius
51. She said, For most 

of history, 
Anonymous was a 
woman

56. Sacha Baron Cohen 
creation

57. Unresponsive 
states

58. Modern Babylonia
61. Adeste Fideles, for 

one
62. Like helium
63. Sheet under a 

cover
64. Coastal bird
65. Transmits
66. Took to court

DOWN
1. Mugger?
2. Hoppy beverage
3. Fee paid up front
4. Academic hurdle
5. Fish plates
6. Colorful cat
7. Sport-shoe brand
8. Attic pests
9. Formal courtroom 

statement
10. Without thinking it 

through

11. City ceded to Texas 
in the Compromise 
of 1850

12. Shylock was one
13. City that attracts 

dockhands
21. List-shortening 

abbr.
22. Findable in the 

world
23. Requests
24. Rice-a-___
28. ___ du Diable 

(former penal 
colony)

29. Film critic Kenneth
30. Brutish Middle-

earth resident
31. ___-jongg
35. Egyptian ___ (breed 

of cat)
36. Patriots Day mo.
37. Proud Mary band, 

for short
38. One whos at home 

in Germany?

39. Boys choir voice
40. Fantastic Mr. Fox 

author
41. Invariable reply to 

the Little Red Hen
42. Chemistry Nobelist 

Hahn
43. Junk man?
44. Inner Party member 

in Nineteen Eighty-
Four

45. Handle, as various 
tasks

46. English king ___ 
Longshanks

47. Finds a suitable 
branch

51. Wind instrument
52. Police drama 

starring Mark 
Harmon

53. Actress Skye
54. You said it!
55. ChapStick target
59. Go gray
60. Proof finisher
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A recent bout with skin cancer made me ap-
preciate how fortunate I am to live at Collington, 
and in the greater community.

My positive biopsy occurred after my hair 
stylist (Rula at Hair by Ell in Bowie) told me she 
didn’t like the looks of a spot on the crown of 
my head. Surgery at Anne Arundel Dermatology 
followed on Jan. 28. After lidocaine injections 
to numb my head (making me officially a numb-
skull) Dr. Allen Harrington scraped a layer of 
skin from my scalp. The process was repeated 
five times before he was satisfied that all can-
cerous and pre-cancerous tissue was gone.

Now comes Collington’s part. Because my 
incision was at the top of my head, I had to rely 
on my husband, George Newman, to change 
the dressing, which needed to be done 48 
hours after the surgery and then daily. George 
has some experience in post-surgical care – 
I’ve had two knee replacements – but this was 
tricky.  The wound had to be kept moist with 
Vaseline, hair had to be kept out of it and the 
dressing needed to be secured.

 We sought help from the Clinic. Clinic Direc-
tor Shelley Walters performed the first dressing 
change with George watching. The next day, 
a Saturday, Aida Robi, the weekend nurse, 
worked in tandem with George and on Sunday 
she supervised while George did the work, as 
he did on his own daily after that. Aida also 
came up with a way to keep the dressing in 
place at night: panty hose formed into a cap.  

Shelly then checked the sutures every other 
day, and by the following Friday she and Physi-
cian’s Assistant Warren McCormick determined 
that I was healing so fast that skin was starting 
to grow over the sutures, which weren’t due to 
come out for another three days. After a phone 
consultation with Anne Arundel Dermatology, 

In Praise of the Collington Clinic 
By Barbara Fairchild

Warren pulled out the stitches.
So what was to have been my stitches-out 

appointment became just a checkup. The people 
at Anne Arundel Dermatology confirmed that 
Warren had done excellent work and remarked 
how pleasant and professional the Clinic staff 
was to work with. “It was obvious they care,” 
said one of Dr. Harrington’s assistants.

They do, and I’m grateful.

The Interiors Group receives many offers of 
furniture and decorative objects by new resi-
dents who find themselves with an excess of 
furnishings. Not all can be accepted. The group 
must consider, for example, whether there is an 
appropriate place for an offered object. Anne 
Stone, chair of the group, characterizes a gift 
from Dr. Gene Rice and his wife, Delores, who 
are not yet in residence, as “rare and unusual.”  
It consists of a work of art created by Dr. Rice 
from the root of a cedar tree he found in Kes-
wick, Virginia. 

His eye for art recognized its potential. He 
took the root home and began the endless task 
of polishing its hundreds of facets, highlighting 
the rich cedar coloring of its wood. This complex, 
natural object d’art may be seen on a table in the 
third floor sitting room at the front of the apart-
ment building.  

Dr. Rice is Professor of Old Testament 
Language and Literature at Howard Univer-
sity’s School of Divinity. He and his wife plan to 
move into Cottage 5105 in late March.

A ‘Rare and Unusual’ Gift to 
Collington 

By Frances Kolarek
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The baked rockfish was 
firm, mild and perfectly pre-
pared. The meatloaf portion 
was huge and much of it went 
home, but the accompanying 
chipotle mashed potatoes re-
ceived special praise.  Classic 
pulled pork with beans and 
fries was good as expected. 
Red Thai  coconut curry, a vegetarian dish, 
was disappointing because it lacked any spicy 
flavor. The fifth dish, open faced Mediterranean 
vegetarian flat-bread– warm pita slathered with 
hummus and topped with artichokes, eggplant, 
red peppers, mushrooms, feta and greens -- 
was very satisfying. All this accompanied by one 
glass of wine, two craft beers, a Coke for the 
driver and two yummy desserts, was $200 in-
cluding a 20 percent  tip. The waitress was extra 
helpful with service and information.

 We had a very good time and the group 
gave the experience a 3.5 out of 5. The restau-
rant’s lower level had sufficient booths and low 
partitions that conversation was possible. The 
upstairs had open areas and the bar. It was 
noisy. This wasn’t even close to fine dining but 
it provided good food, reasonable prices and 
wonderful service. Obviously, it is popular with 
the locals because soon after our 6:00pm arrival 
on a Thursday, it was full. The customers were 
younger but not young and the dress casual. If 
your personal mindset is similar to the owner’s 
you should eat at  Franklins.

Franklins Restaurant, Brewery and General Store, 
5123 Baltimore Avenue, Bladensburg, MD, 301-927-
2740, www.franklinsbrewery.com
Hours: Mon-Wed, Sun –11am – 12am
Thurs – Sat – 11am – 1:30am

Recently the voters of Hyattsville showed 
themselves to be tolerant, progressive and 
modern by lowering the voting age to 16. The 
owners of Franklins Restaurant have demon-
strated a similar mindset by offering locally grown 
foods prepared for a wide variety of tastes. The 
menu offers classical dishes prepared traditionally 
– for example turkey with mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing and gravy – as well as classical dishes with 
21st-Century variations, such as bacon-wrapped 
meatloaf with chipotle mashed sweet potatoes. In 
addition they offer many vegetarian dishes and a 
28-item gluten free-menu upon request. 

Franklins is also a microbrewery, producing 
nine beers, ales and stouts. Next door in the 
iconic Hyattsville Hardware Store building of yore 
is an interesting general store that opens to the 
restaurant. (Although it has a Bladensburg postal 
address, Franklins is in the heart of Hyattsville.)

Recently, a group of five traveled the direct 
path from Collington to Franklins. Turn right onto 
Landover Road, go straight until the Peace Cross 
in Bladensburg, bear right on Route 1 Alternate 
until you reach Route 1 - Voila, you are there! 
The trip comprised nine miles and 13 stoplights 
and took 25 minutes. For older drivers, this rourte 
is well lit and the traffic moves at  a reasonable 
pace.

Our group shared a very large crab dip ap-
petizer, an order of ginger beets with oranges and 
goat cheese, and a Margherita pizza. The crab 
dip was flavorful and served with a crusty half ba-
guette . It was enough for  all. The gingered beets 
dish was excellent and inexpensive. The pizza 
was tasty, crunchy and as good as it can be this 
side of a brick oven.

Restaurant Review

Franklins: Good Food and Drink
By Carl Koch
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Don’t Ignore Foliage Plants
We often get infatuated by blossoming plants, 

but we probably should also consider raising 
some attractive foliage plants.  There are some 
interesting ones to try.

The easiest to grow is coleus. There are 
hundreds of variations in foliage color, and the 
plants don’t need bright sun. If you really like a 
particular coleus, why not propagate it? Just cut 
a 6- to 10-inch stem, remove the lower leaves, 
and put the stems in a glass of water. In a couple 
of weeks you will have a new rooted plant to pot 
up and enjoy for the next season.

A bedding plant with really interesting colorful 
leaves is Heuchera and its relative Heucherella.

Their spikes of tiny flowers are pretty, too.
Consider succulents and cacti. They usually 

need bright light or sun, not much water, and very 
little care.  And some have attractive blooms.

How about some attractive veggies? A well-
grown leaf lettuce is beautiful to look at (but can 
you resist using it in a salad?). Some Swiss 
chard varieties produce stalks in a variety of 
colors, from red and pink, to salmon, yellow, and 
white. Mizuna, spinach, parsley, and kale are at-
tractive green plants with crinkled leaves.  Then 
there is ornamental kale with white, red and 
green foliage.

The sweet  potato (lpomoea) is now used 
frequently in hanging baskets, but don’t expect a 
tasty tuber.

Ferns are always welcome in shady spots in 
or outside the house. Some are evergreen and 
some die back during the winter.

For a tropical look, consider the big-leaved 
Alocasia and Calocasia. Also, there are some 

callas that produce big spotted leaves and white 
or yellow  blooms.

Ornamental grasses are often worth a try. 
Some grow big with showy plumes. Varieties of 
Pennisetum have striped red or white leaf blades 
and are becoming very popular.

Crossword Puzzle Answers

Spokeswomen - March 4, 2011
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(Judith’s husband, accompanying her to sci-
entific meetings, noted that though there were 
occasional programs on ticks, there were none 
on tocks.)

A number of scientists study the ticks
But poor little tocks are left out of the mix.
        I pity the tocks
        Left only in clocks.
Not for researchers teaching new tricks.

Tick Tock
a Limerick by Judith Shaw



Some Things Lots Older
Than We Are

These fossils are among those collected by 
resident Carl Koch, former professor of geol-
ogy at Old Dominion University. The one at 
upper right was collected during construction 
of Landover Mall, just a few miles west of Col-
lington. It is an ammonite, an extinct marine 
invertebrate whose age Carl estimates at 65 
million years. The other fossils, in-
cluding the sharks’ teeth at center, 
the ancient scallop, bottom left, 
the single tooth from a great while 
shark, bottom center, and the 
marine snail, bottom right, come 
from Calvert Cliffs, on the shore of 
the Chesapeake Bay in Southern 
Maryland. They range in age from 
10 to 15 million years.

These and more are on display 
this month in the Clock Tower 
glass cases.

Photos by Pete Peterson


