
architect of Reston and the Naval Memorial on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Bill admits that the dis-
cipline of Ikebana appeals to him, as well as its 
history, religious overtones, and eventually its 
production of an eye-appealing product. And 
he created some of the floral arrangements re-
cently on display.   

The simplicity of Ikebana arrangements 
masks stringent rules. For example, the first 
flower in an arrangement might measure one 
and one half times the width of the container, 
which itself conforms to rules governing its 

The

   Collingtonian
Vol 27  No. 5        A Monthly Publication of The Collington Residents Association              May 2015

Recalling a Royal Performance, p.3; A Different RCA, p. 9

Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower arrang-
ing, proves the adage that less can be more.  
Deceptively simple, the arrangements require 
great precision and discipline. The eye-catching 
examples that recently graced the windowsill 
opposite the Flower Room were the products 
of a class taught by Collington resident Jeanne 
Edwards. 

Jeanne learned Ikebana, which is both an 
art and a rigorous science, as a young woman 
living in Japan in the 1950s. She has been prac-
ticing and teaching it ever since.

Jeanne moved here a little over a year ago, 
but she had been no stranger to Collington. 
She was a member of the Washington National 
Cathedral Altar Guild and knew Penny Vickery, a 
Collington pioneer who introduced our tradition 
of fresh flowers. With some forty years of teach-
ing Ikebana in the Washington area behind her, 
Jeanne offered a course at Collington that drew 
a number of students from among our many 
flower arrangers.  

Ikebana’s rules governing structure, propor-
tion and space, with the objective of producing 
an object of beauty, resonated with Bill Conklin, 

From Japan to Collington, a Unique Art
Ikebana Creates Disciplined Beauty

by Frances Kolarek

see Ikebana, p. 2

Jeanne Edwards with an Ikebana arrangement
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shape. The next addition to the arrangement 
might be three-quarters the length of the first, 
and so on. The angle at which each member 
inclines is also prescribed. There are even rules 
governing water.  

Science and art wrapped into a single disci-
pline: How better to define architecture?

Ikebana offers “a time to appreciate things in 
nature that people often overlook because of 
their busy lives,” one source says. Bill Conklin, 
who rarely put on the brakes after arriving here 
six years ago, has now slowed down and is 
taking time, so to speak, to smell the flowers. Of 
this phase of his life, he says: “Perhaps our big-
gest unknown is our relationship to the universe.  
Studying Ikebana introduced me to the fact that 
every flower on earth naturally faces the sun, a 
fact that makes our very earthly religious wars 
seem cosmically inappropriate.”

Ikebana from p. 1

Jeanne describes this as a Ikebana arrangement  
that best shows the typical ‘heaven, man, earth‘

Photos by Martha Wilder

The Greenbelt Theater at Roosevelt Center 
in historic Greenbelt is back in business, having 
reopened May 8. A grand opening celebration is 
being planned for Friday, May 29. A new nonprofit 
organization called Friends of the Greenbelt 
Theater will operate the venue owned by the city. 
While continuing to show first-run features, the 
new operators intend to have the theater serve 
the community in other ways as well.

The $1.3 million renovation project includes 
bringing the building up to modern codes includ-
ing accessible bathrooms, renovation of the lobby, 
an upgraded electrical system and digital projec-
tion equipment, plus a new reel on reel projector. 

For May the theater operator plans to catch 
up by showing at the rate of two-a-week movies 
released in the past 10 months. After the grand 
opening, the theater will show films from the 
era when the movie house first opened in 1938 
before returning to a more regular schedule.

A unique feature will be baked goods and other 
snacks prepared by local vendors as well as the 
standard concessions.

Greenbelt Theater Reopens
by Jim Giese
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on the Wall”. To fix 
what he considered 
an outrageous 
trivialization of the 
music curriculum, 
Joe – with the help 
of several friends – 
sought to learn Malay 
and Indonesian folk 
songs and write them 
down, often for the first 
time. He also scored 

some of them for multiple voices, setting the 
stage for use by the college choir. In those days, 
before copying machines were readily available, 
most of his arrangements were laboriously 
copied by hand, he said.

When the king and queen visited the 
teacher’s college, Joe’s choir was invited to 
provide the entertainment, featuring the local 
folk songs. The performance was well received, 
with a planned single song expanded to three. 
When the performance ended, the queen asked 
if she could have a copy of the music. 

“To my horror, every student ran up to her 
and gave her their copies,” Joe said. “I could 
see nothing but having to write out the three 
songs all over again.”

After he finished in the Peace Corps, 
Joe returned to libraries, working first as an 
assistant librarian of the Library of Congress, 
then as director of the National Agricultural 
Library. At Collington, he regularly plays the 
piano in the Interfaith Chapel and other venues.

When future 
Collingtonian Joe 
Howard arrived in 
Malaysia (then known 
as Malaya) in 1963 as 
a 32-year-old Peace 
Corps volunteer, he 
expected to work as 
the librarian of the 
University of Malaya, 
a post for which 
he was selected 
because of his master’s degree in library science. 
Eventually it worked out that way, but not before 
several episodes far from the stacks of books, 
including a command performance before the 
king and queen of the southeast Asian nation, 
which by then had become Malaysia.

A photograph of Joe with the royal couple 
is displayed on Collington’s picture wall, which 
showcases photos of residents with national 
and international leaders. This article is one of 
a series on the “back stories” of those photos, 
displayed opposite the Ivy Room.

Joe, who earned a bachelor’s degree in music 
before the degree in library science and who 
taught music in high school before he decided 
to make his career in libraries, was selected as 
substitute music teacher at Malayan Teachers 
College when the regular instructor, a British 
expatriate, departed for home leave.

Examining his new assignment, Joe 
discovered that the college-aged students were 
being taught western folk songs such as “Old 
Black Joe” (with the lyrics sanitized to Good 
Old Joe) and “Ninety-Nine Bottles of Beer 

Recalling a Royal Performance
By Norman Kempster

Joe Howard, left, leads a choir.  The king and queen  
of Malaysia are at the right.
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Wayne Kaiser 
Cottage 1014, ext. 7213.  

Wayne, who has had a varied 
career in engineering, was 
born in Baltimore but moved 
to Miami with his parents at 
the age of six. He majored in 
chemical engineering at Vanderbilt University 
and then moved on to Columbia University.  His 
time at Columbia was interrupted when he was 
drafted into the U.S. Army.  He served two years 
in Karlsruhe, Germany.

Upon leaving the Army, he went to work in 
New York City with the contracting company 
M. W. Kellogg, designing industrial gas plants.  
With computer development just getting under 
way, he was hired by Shell as a chemical engi-
neer using computer applications. He was with 
Shell until 1972 when he took a similar job in 
San Francisco with Bechtel Corp.  

He returned to the East Coast in 1975, taking 
a job with the Stauffer Corp. teaching other 
chemical engineers how to construct computer 
programs that would help design chemical 
plants.  In 1980 Stauffer sent him to Saudi 
Arabia to teach engineers there.  He returned 
to the United States and found a job with Kear-
fott, an aerospace company.  Wayne became 
a software engineer specializing in aerospace 
projects.

Finally, he became an independent contrac-
tor, moving to Southern California.  He found it 
was necessary to drive and he did not enjoy it 
as much as he used to.  He decided to sell his 
apartment in Torrence, Calif., and start looking 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

by Barbara Fairchild and Jeanne Slawson

for CCRC facilities. Being adept with the com-
puter, he researched CCRCs in the areas where 
he wanted to live.  His decision for Collington 
was based on its affiliation with Kendal, the at-
tractiveness of its campus and its proximity to 
Washington. He has already visited museums, 
attended concerts, and gone to the opera.

Virginia Highbarger
Cottage 2102, Ext. 7267. 

Ginnie moved to Collington 
from Potomac, Md., where she 
had lived for 45 years with her 
late husband. She and Bob, 
childhood sweethearts in Mus-
catine, Iowa, married soon after both graduated 
from the University of Iowa.  Bob had a master’s 
degree in mathematics and was hired as a civil-
ian by the Army’s Signal Intelligence Service, 
precursor to the National Security Agency. He 
later enlisted in the Army as a second lieutenant 
and continued to report to his office.  He did this 
for several years before being sent to Frankfurt, 
Germany.  The family joined him there and they 
took the opportunity to see as much of Europe 
as they could. They also lived in England while 
Bob worked with the British version of NSA at 
Cheltenham.  

They had purchased land in Potomac and 
upon their return to the United States built a 
house on it. Bob died two years ago and Ginnie 
decided the Potomac house was too large for 
her. Her daughter and husband, who live in 
Bowie, were driving on Lottsford Road, noticed 
the Collington sign and came in to check it out.  
The next weekend they brought Ginnie here 
to see it. Ginnie and her Himalayan cat, Katie, 
moved in on April 6.    
Clarence (Clancy) and Mary Ann Mann

Cottage 2117, Ext. 7281. The Manns are 
native midwesterners, Clancy having been born 
in Evansville, Ill., and Marianne in Fort Wayne. 
Ind. They met in college, though he went to 
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Wabash College and she to 
De Pauw University. Fate 
brought them together when 
another student yelled out 
from the hall phone, “Anyone 
want a date?” Yes, sometimes 
it works. They were married 

after Clancy’s first year at Yale Law School.
In addition to the J.D. from 

Yale, Clancy received a Mas-
ter’s in Economics. He was 
awarded a Fulbright Scholar-
ship, which took him and Mari-
anne to Germany. He earned a 
Doctor of Jurisprudence from 
the University of Bonn, magna cum laude, focus-
ing on the European Code of Justice. He also 
served as Assistant to the Director of the Inter-
national Law Institute.

Their first son was born in Bonn, their daugh-
ter in Portland, Ore., and their second son in 
Cleveland Ohio, where Clancy worked at the 
law firm of Jones Day Reavis and Pogue. After 
several years, they moved to Chicago, where 
he served as General Counsel for International 
Operations for Sears Roebuck. 

During their stay in Chicago, Marianne vol-
unteered with the Institute of Cultural Affairs, a 
community development group.  She was part of 
a team that traveled to parts of India, Africa and 
Latin America leading workshops called “Global 
Women’s Forum.” The workshops aimed at 
encouraging women to understand their vital 
roles in their communities.

Next, Casey was Executive Director of Appro-
priate Technology International in Washington, 
D.C., a private nonprofit development assistance 
organization, and later maintained a private in-
ternational law practice. Before retiring, he had a 
long tenure as Professor of International Law at 
the University of Maryland University College’s 
Graduate School of Business.  He was also a 

consultant in strategic planning for companies 
and community organizations in Egypt, Jordan, 
India and Indonesia.

Marianne earned an M.S. at the University of 
Connecticut and, in addition to mothering three 
children, taught school in both Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and New Haven, Conn. She later became a re-
searcher for the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
of America, in Washington, D.C.

Their last stop before Collington was Der-
wood, Md., where they were active in church 
and community affairs. They learned of Colling-
ton from a friend and found both the people and 
the surroundings to their liking.

This public convenience, attached to the sign for 
the 5100 cottages, holds plastic bags suitable 
for doggie waste collection. It was fashioned in 
our woodshop by Grant Bagley and his grand-
daughter.  Grant reports that the quotation from 
the faux-Biblical Book of Canines stems from an 
anonymous Internet source.

Photo by George Newman

If This Rhymed, We Could  
Call it Doggerel
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On April 8 the Collington Speakers Commit-
tee presented resident Ron McPherson, direc-
tor emeritus of the American Meteorological 
Society, who addressed a topic very much in the 
news: changes in the earth’s climate.

He noted that the debate has produced two 
extremes: those on the left who want immedi-
ate abandonment of fossil fuels, and those on 
the right who want to do nothing except adapt 
to change.  An example of the latter is a Florida 
homeowner whose response to rising water 
levels was to install a pump.

Ron was hopeful that a middle ground would 
eventually prevail.  Lest anyone doubt that the 
issue affects us all, he reminded us, “We are 
all downstream” so that “your pollution today is 
some one else’s tomorrow.” -- GN

Resident Expert Addresses Climate Change

There’s new hope for our native American 
chestnut tree, now almost extinct due to chestnut 
blight disease. I can recall, as a boy, walking 
through woodlands where giant chestnut trees 
had fallen due to the blight. While a few living 
trees have been rescued and isolated, the blight 
organism maintains itself on oaks without harming 
them, so it is ever present to kill chestnuts. The 
imported Chinese chestnut is blight resistant but 
it is definitely not a forest tree like the American 
chestnut, which once comprised 25 percent of 
eastern U.S. forests.

Fortunately, scientists have recently created 
American chestnut trees that are blight resistant.
To do this, researchers have inserted a specific 
gene from wheat (!) into the genetic code of the 
chestnut. This conferred complete resistance to 
the chestnut blight. Also, this inserted gene can 
pass down from generation to generation through 

Hope for a Chestnut Tree Revival
by Bill Preston

the nuts. Tests revealed the nuts are apparently 
safe for consumption, and the tree leaves are 
not expected to pose an environmental prob-
lem. With further tests and regulatory approvals 
during the next few years, we may be able to re-
introduce our American chestnut into our forests.

Before we celebrate this breakthrough by 
planting a tree on our campus, keep in mind 
what we can expect. These trees grow rapidly 
and become big - very big! At blooming time, 
the clouds of pollen can almost make a person 
choke. The nuts are delicious after “roasting 
on an open fire”, but the large prickly burrs that 
held the nuts later fall to the ground and are un-
sightly. The squirrel and chipmunk populations 
will increase accordingly. And don’t forget the 
chestnut weevil, which is waiting for their favorite 
food to return.

Anyway, I consider this to be a great story 
about a majestic tree, and I look forward to wel-
coming it back into our woodlands.
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Great blue herons fly 
overhead. Wetlands abut 
the trail to the left. On 
the right is a forest with 
wildflowers blooming 
through the undergrowth. 
Does this sound like a 
wildlife adventure vaca-
tion spot? It is Watkins 
Regional Park, just four 
miles from Collington. 

There are unpaved trails, ranging from level 
to hilly, and a quarter mile to three miles. Wildlife 
you may see along the way includes the pileated 
woodpecker, Eastern box turtle, marbled sala-
mander, bullfrog, and black rat snake. 

Around this time of year you may see rue 
anemone, buttercups, Dutchman’s breeches, 
foam flowers, jack-in-the-pulpit, May apple, 
golden ragwort, violets and many more wildflow-
ers in the woods. The meadows will bloom with 
dozens of flowers including varieties of cress, 
curley dock, daisies, strawberries, and garlic.

At the Nature Center you can pick up a two-
page list of birds seen wild in the park. For 
educational programs at the Nature Center there 
are cages near the trailhead for disabled raptors 
– a Harris hawk, black vulture, barred owl, and 
red-tailed hawk. Inside the Center are a kestrel, 
bat, crow, turtle pond, and reptiles. The last time 
I visited, a great horned owl, who had been hit 
by a car, was introduced on the shoulder of an 
employee. 

There are paved paths around an antique car-
rousel, a miniature train, a miniature golf course, 
the Old Maryland Farm, and other park facilities. 
It is a great place to take children. Much of the 
park, including the carousel, is wheelchair ac-

cessible.  
Hours: You can enjoy 

the Park on your own 
Mondays through Satur-
days between 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m.; Sundays 
and holidays between 
11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

A senior walk is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 19. Pre-register.  Meet at the Nature Center 
wearing comfortable shoes and dressed for the 
weather. There is a $2 fee. All walks are led by a 
naturalist, leave from the Nature Center, start at 
10:00 a.m. and end at 11:30 a.m.

Registration: You need an account to register 
in a scheduled event to assure your spot and 
pay a fee, if one is needed. Setting up an ac-
count only takes about five minutes but you 
need to take your picture ID to any park in the 
Maryland system to do so. Once you have an 
account, you can register online or call the event 
facility and someone there will register you 
through your account. Online and call-in pay-
ments must be made by Visa or Master Card.  
Payment in person may be made by cash or 
check. 

Information on the Park was provided by 
Paula McNeil, a naturalist for 28 years, the last 
eight at Watkins Regional Park, who trained in 
biology and wildlife and fisheries management at 
Frostburg State University. 

Getting there: The park is located off Enter-
prise Road (MD 193), a mile beyond the inter-
section with Central Avenue (MD 214), on the 
right.   

Watkins Park: A Neighborhood Adventure
by Mary Bird

The Chesapeake Carousel in Watkins Park.  It got its 
name because it once was at the amusement park in 

Chesapeake Beach, Md.
National Carousel Association photo
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While many residents already know Master 
Gardener Alice Nicolson or have seen her about 
the Collington campus tending to plants, we 
got to know her a lot better at the Know Your 
Neighbor talk held before a full house on April 
17. Since arriving in the spring of 2012, Alice 
has been an energizing force behind much of 
the landscape beautification taking place on our 
lovely campus.

Alice’s talk marked the resumption of the 
“Know Your Neighbor” program after a hiatus of 
several months.

Her father, the son of a missionary, was an 
administrator at the American University in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where Alice spent most of her 
childhood. She was a “free-range” kid, at least 
in her neighborhood and on campus and around 
their mountain summer home, she recalled.  She 
said she was a “big fish” in a “little pond” in grade 
school, a “medium-sized fish” in a “medium-sized 
pond” at Northfield School for Girls in Northfield, 
Mass., and a “small frog” in a “big pond” at 
Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, Pa.

Upon college graduation, Alice still didn’t know 
what to do as a career so she went to graduate 
school at Cornell University to obtain a Master’s 
Degree in mammalogy. It was there she met 
Dan Nicolson. She became a full-time mother 
of three, two boys and a girl, and a homemaker. 
She accompanied Dan, a botanist with a number 
of academic degrees including a doctorate 
from Cornell, to Indonesia, Singapore and New 
Guinea while he worked on his thesis about the 
“Chinese Evergreen”, Aglaonema. He got his 
“best job” working at the Smithsonian Institution 

‘Know Your Neighbor’ Resumes
by Jim Giese

as a curator in the U.S. Na-
tional Herbarium.

The family settled in 
Arlington, Va., where they 
lived for 48 years until Dan 
and Alice moved to Col-
lington. In Arlington, Alice 
tried precinct politics for a 
while and then became active in the League of 
Women Voters. As Montessori school parents, 
the Nicolsons became acquainted with now 
fellow Collingtonians, Peter and Irina Pfund.

When the Nicolsons became empty-nesters, 
Alice undertook a 60-hour study course with 
the Agricultural Extension Service to become 
a Master Gardener, a program requiring her to 
perform another 60 hours as a volunteer.  She 
was already a volunteer at the National Herbari-
um. One of her achievements was the develop-
ment of a demonstration shade garden in Arling-
ton, proving you could have a lovely garden in 
shade. A plaque there recognizes her 30 years 
as a volunteer in the Master Gardener Program.

Alice concluded her talk with a slide show 
combining family pictures with travel pictures, 
many of flora and fauna, taken on trips she and 
Dan took to Tibet, Chile, Eastern Turkey, Israel 
and South Africa. Of particular interest was a 
picture of Alice with Eleanor Roosevelt when the 
former First Lady visited Lebanon in 1952.

Alice Nicolson

Extraneous matter appeared at the end of 
Tony Harris’s Fitness column last month.  The 
column should have ended at this sentence: “If 
you would like to learn more about HIT or have 
a workout designed fo you, please stop by your 
Collington Fitness Center.”

Correction
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For most people “RCA” brings to mind 
electronics. There is another term with the 
same initials: “Root Cause Analysis” – no 
direct link to dentistry! – that gives us a 
way to correct things that go wrong. 

That RCA is coming to Collington, as explained 
below.

When adverse events happen, it is quite natu-
ral to blame the nearest or most obvious person. 
Often people get defensive, pulse and blood 
pressure rise, faces become flushed and body 
language becomes combative.

Such blame rarely improves systems or 
indeed, prevents the same problem from hap-
pening again, to say nothing of hurt feelings and 
damaged relationships. 

Furthermore, the “blame-game” encourages a 
culture of administrative secrecy and protection-
ism that seeks to avoid legal and financial expo-
sure. Of course, this approach rarely mitigates 
anything, and in our experience, is wrong in prin-
ciple and makes matters worse.

Root Cause Analysis (RCA) provides a way for 
all concerned to obtain the facts from those imme-
diately involved and from multiple other sources. 
Then the task is to figure out which systems can 
be improved and what communication methods 
are needed, and if a person has been damaged, 
how to remediate.

The core of an RCA should be openness of 
purpose, willingness to regret identified errors, 
and engagement in empathetic conversation. This 
approach can go a long way not only to face the 
past but also to create a positive strategic 

So much for the theory. Now a short story of 
RCA in action: 

Mrs. B.C. was found, on routine annual mam-

‘RCA’ Aims at Better Way to Right Wrongs
by Peter Fielding and Judie Wohnsiedler

mography, to have a suspicious area 
in her left breast. The plan was to do 
a blood test called BRCA 1 genotype. 
If the test proved negative, a surgeon 

would perform a local removal of the lump and 
surrounding tissue. The left axillary lymph nodes 
would be biopsied. The initial procedure was ar-
ranged for a Thursday afternoon and, if needed, 
additional operating room time was arranged for 
the following Tuesday.

The following Monday the surgeon looked 
for the pathology results. No results were avail-
able! Not only were there no results but it was 
also possible the specimens had been lost! As 
arranged, the patient went to the doctor’s office 
on the Monday afternoon to learn the results. 
Understandably, she was very anxious. Then at 
the appointed time, no information! Now she was 
frustrated and angry as well. The patient, who 
had an executive position, had to change her ar-
rangements to fit in with a new timetable. More 
waiting, more speculation, heightened anxiety.

A few days later, there was good news: the 
specimens had been found and processed; the 
local tumor excision was complete; the genotype 
test was negative. The patient did not need fur-
ther surgery.

But the patient, and her family and friends, 
had had a very unpleasant three days. Although 
some  tension was relieved, her anger and frus-
tration were not.

Here RCA came into play.  The surgeon 
undertook to make sure the problem would 
be identified. The Chair of the Department of 
Pathology undertook to carry out an investiga-

see RCA, p. 10
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tion. The RCA found that the system had failed 
at multiple points. Several people could have 
(should have!!) made better decisions. However, 
the core issue was that specimens put into a 
queue labeled “rush” required a series of steps 
that were not routine, and therefore easily open 
to failure. The RCA process, too long to recount 
in detail, focused on system failures, not indi-
vidual shortcomings. The hospital re-crafted the 
whole system so that all pathology specimens 
would be handled more efficiently. They were 
able to provide a report turnaround time for all 
specimens (and therefore all patients) 50 per-
cent shorter than the prior norm. Thus they could 
remove the channel for “urgent specimens.”

When the RCA outcome was discussed with 
the patient, she was very appreciative of the 
time and effort required. Moreover, the emotion-
ality of these events, which had mostly been 
suppressed, resulted in tears, smiles and much 
gratitude. I believe that the patient’s “hurt” only 
started to fade when she was told that her ordeal 
had led to some good for many other people.

With all these thoughts as background, we are 
pleased to report that Collington’s Administration 
and Board of Directors have endorsed an RCA 
process at Collington for immediate implementa-
tion. The current documents were developed 
by the two of us over the last few months. The 
details will be circulated through the Residents 
Association. We recognize that changes to this 
policy and procedures will doubtless be needed. 
However, we believe that the next round of 
development should be in response to the ob-
servations and suggestions of our residents and 
Administration.

Mike McCulley, our Residents Association 

President, has arranged for these issues to be 
discussed immediately following the RA Council 
meeting on June 16, at 2:30 in the auditorium. 
The discussion will also be broadcast on TV 
channel 972.

Please be in touch with any observations or 
suggestions you might have.

Peter Fielding, (Cottage 5111. Ext: 5096 or 
LPF01@live.com)Judie Wohnsiedler, (Ext: 5020 
or JWohnsiedler@collington.kendal.org)

RCA from p. 9

The Chesapeake and Potomac Scribes, all residents of 
the Creighton Center, have crafted another poem (See the 
March Collingtonian for their initial effort.)

‘They do what they have to do; be what they have 
to be.
They’re an excellent example of modern mothers, 
you see.
Out of bed at Three  a.m. to sooth an ailing 
tummy,
That only can be cured by their loving Mummy.
Up the following morn, bright and cheery;
Forgetting she’d rather stay in bed…
She makes breakfast instead.
After dropping the children at school,
Now en route to her own carpool,
She gets a call that her eldest has taken a fall.
Speed dials the boss; speed dials the carpool.
Burns rubber all the way back to the school.
Home from the hospital, the kid is okay.
She carries on to the end of her long, hectic day.
She feeds her husband; then kisses the dog hello.
Orders pizza.
Everyone bathed, patched, PJ.’d and bedded,
She collapses, at last, for the rest she deserved;
But doesn’t get it…thanks to the guy she wedded.
That’s what a mother’s love is all about.
The Scribes: all residents of the Creighton Center, are: 
Doris Ball, Elsie Dent, Dorothy Friestedt, Marge Hyer, Rita 
Jon, Nancy Kent, Lily Krider, Don Lokerson, Sylvia Russ, 
Ellie Short, Helen Smith

Modern Mothers – A Poem
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Bushes Produce Berry Good Fruit
There are some fruits that grow on bushes, 

and we small-plot gardeners at Collington are 
tempted to try them. Let’s examine some berry 
possibilities.

Almost everyone first thinks of blueberries. 
These are a native fruit that bees love for the 
blooms and birds love for the fruits. When the 
bushes produce great quantities of fruit, we get 
to eat them, too. Choose varieties that don’t get 
too tall. I once chose some southern high bush 
types and needed a ladder to harvest the fruit.

Gooseberries grow on thorny bushes, and 
the tart fruits are prized for pies. Sometimes pie 
makers mix gooseberries and rhubarb for deli-
cious tart pies.

Some currants produce bright red tart fruits 
that are much sought after at local markets. The 
bushes are small but can spread away from the 
planting site. Both currants and gooseberries 
are banned in some states (but not Maryland) 
because they can be alternate hosts of a white 
pine disease called blister rust.

Raspberries are a delicious seedy fruit that 
usually appear in June, but some varieties pro-
duce again in September. Black raspberries are 
more aggressive and tend to produce long vines 
that attach to soil at the tips to produce new 
plants. 

Blackberries are mostly native fruits that were 
once a challenge to pick because of thorns, but 
now there are thornless types. Boysenberries 
produce big black fruit similar to blackberries, 
but the vines have a tendency to creep along 
the ground, so extra effort is required to support 
the vines.

The invasive wineberry has millions of thorns, 
but produces delicious raspberry-like fruits 
hidden in capsules until nearly ripe. Don’t grow 

it: it’s too aggressive. It grows wild at woods’ 
edges here at Collington.

This poem is the work of Andrea Cantori, grand-
daughter of Collington resident Margot Rund. Andrea 
wrote this at 13, one year after she had been adopted 
from her birthplace of Colombia by Margot’s daughter, 
Renee Cantori, and her husband, Greg. Andrea is now 
a college student.

Thoughts for Mother’s Day

Could this be my Mom?
Who is this person?
Is she a nice person?
Bright blue eyes? That is very unusual.
Could this be my new mom?
Big smile saying welcome to America in a lan-
guage I did not speak.
She seems very happy and satisfied
Trying anything to make me feel at home.
Could this wonderful
Amazing
Funny
Nice Person be my new mom?
All these amazing new experiences with her
Going shopping
Doing our nails
Making Colombian food
Playing in the snow
Swimming
Eating seafood.
All these things for the first time.
Amazing! Could this be my new mom?
She is very special.
She always gives me the best.
I’ve learned so much form her.
She loves me a lot.
She makes me smile and laugh.
Could this seriously be my mom?
Luckily enough it was you.
My mom is you!
From my heart 
I love you, Mom.



All K inds of Talent
Clarita Ricketts decorates a bench, one 
of several auctioned at a Collington 
Foundation fund-raiser May 1.  All the 
benches were made by the Woodshop. 
Other bench artists were Mary Bird, Maja 
Keech and Janyce Watt. The auction 
raised about $3,400 for the Collington 
Foundation.

At the Collington Talent Show on April 16, 
Bill Preston leads the audience in belting 
out “Go Down Moses.”

Grant and Margaret Bagley accompany 
Marion Henry.  On drums is Randy Pend-
leton, the Bagleys’ music teacher, who is 
bringing his eight-piece band for the May 
23 Commodores’ Ball.
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