
were asked to pay just like everyone else, they 
got the first pick of new goodies 
- ahead of the residents, staff 
and aides, who flocked to the 
shop hoping to snag improb-
able bargains.

From the beginning, the OO 
proceeds were earmarked for 
the increasing list of Residents 
Association activities. This 
gave Collington residents a 
measure of self-sufficiency un-
usual among CCRCs. Instead 
of receiving a hand-out from 
the administration, the Resi-
dents Association now had its 
own source of funds.

After 18 years, when her 
husband needed care, Hilda 

retired and Mary-Ann Pelleriin was chosen to take 
charge.  Weekly, she and her energetic band, ul-
timately 29 volunteers, rolled up their sleeves and 
priced, organized and attractively displayed the 
myriad items that kept coming to the shop.

She kept dreaming up merchandising ideas. 

The
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Watergate History, P. 3; Battle of Bladensburg, p.9

Collington was still quite young when desir-
able surplus items began to 
appear in vacated cottages 
and apartments.  These items 
often included good stuff that 
relatives didn’t want:  book-
cases, furniture, dishes, cook-
ware, even expensive clothing.

What to do?
To the rescue came the 

ever-creative Hilda Jay at the 
behest of the executive direc-
tor. At local churches she ad-
vertised a one-room, two-hour 
sale to be held at Collington 
and priced the items far below 
market value. Swarms came to 
snap up the bargains and the 
00 (Opportunity Outlet) was 
born. Word got around and soon Collingtonians 
began donating excess items - much to the to 
the delight of their neighbors and each other.  
Before long the 00 occupied three ground-
floor rooms plus the second- and third-floor hall-
way glass cases, which displayed jewelry and 
other valuable small items.  Although volunteers 

Opportunity Keeps Knocking
New Leadership Builds on Growth of OO Shop

by Ginny Mintz

see OO Shop, p. 2

OO Shop leader Joe Howard and  
volunteer Mary Bird tend to customers.   

Photo by George Newman
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Crafters were often able to find just the right 
piece of whatever was needed for a project. Tele-
phones were always popular, as were towels, 
sheets and kitchen items. Small electrics, lamps, 
electric cords -- whatever one needed, chances 
were it could be found in the OO.

The shop gained a reputation for camaraderie 
as well as “finds,” Sometimes people didn’t buy 
anything but merely  socialized.  Some delighted 
in using their creativity to help others who couldn’t 
find a specific item and needed to improvise.

After seven years as head of an expanding 
empire, Mary-Ann wanted a new, less strenuous 
challenge. Being in possession of two doctor-
ates, she was now turning her attention to a dif-
ferent kind of challenge -- learning Hebrew.

This past May, Joe Howard arrived bursting 
with fresh energy, new ideas and a fresh roster 
of volunteer elves. In just a few months he’s re-
imagined the shop, added sturdier wagons and 
carts to pick up and deliver large donations of fur-
niture and expanded open hours from one to four 
days a week. He began plastering bulletin boards 
and elevators with notices of great bargains.  

Another innovation is the book exchange – 
bring one and take one or just take one and 
leave a donation. This is ideal given Collingto-
nians’  wide-ranging interests.

In addition, Ria Hawkins continues to manage 
the cottage and apartment estate sales, while 
RoAnne Hartfield and her crew took over the 
drape room, using the sink to clean and polish 
the small, more valuable pieces they sell from 
the glass cases.

Judging from the ever-increasing donations 
and sales, the Residents Association’s myriad 
activities can count on continued funding.

Robert Elkin, 1923-2014

Robert Elkin, former editor and photo editor of 
the Collingtonian, died on July 7, 16 days before 
his 91st birthday.  He was a talented amateur 
photographer who contributed both articles and 
pictures to this publication

 Bob boasted that he had been a community 
organizer well before Barack Obama.  He later 
became a principal in a large management 
consulting firm, specializing in scientific data 
analysis of non-profit organizations.  Following 
retirement, he became an associate professor 
in the School of Social Work at the University of 
Maryland.

Bob moved to Collington in April 2004 and 
became involved in numerous activities.  He 
was the Collingtonian editor from December 
2007 to June 2011 and continued to serve as 
photo editor for two more years. -- JG 

OO Shop from p. 1
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Editor’s Note: Resident Morris MacGregor, 
former deputy chief historian of the U.S. Army, 
has made a hobby of chronicling little-known 
vignettes of Washington history.  This is the first 
of a series.

At least two 
Watergates 
preceded 
today’s famil-
iar buildings 
on Virginia 
Avenue. For 
years 
Marjorie 
Hendricks’s 
popular Wa-
tergate Inn 
served diners 
on F Street 
N.W. on the 
banks of the 
Potomac.  
Opened in 
1942, the 
always-
crowded restaurant -- famed for its Pennsylva-
nia Dutch cooking and especially its popovers 
-- closed in 1966 to make way for the Kennedy 
Center.

Even before that venture there existed the origi-
nal Watergate, the majestic series of marble 
steps that rise from the river in the shadow of 
Memorial Bridge.  The planners of West Po-
tomac Park envisioned the steps as the formal 
entrance to the city, where visiting world leaders 
would be greeted. The steps were never used 
for that  purpose, but in 1935 the Park and Plan-

History of Watergate (Not What You May Think)
ning Commission obtained a large river barge. 
Using the steps as audience seats, the commis-
sion successfully promoted operas, Broadway 
shows, and symphony concerts on the river.

Darkened 
during 
World War 
II, the barge 
resumed 
operations 
in 1945.   As 
many as 
1,200 listen-
ers crowded 
the steps 
and adjacent 
lawns as well 
as a fleet of 
small boats 
and canoes 
to hear the 
National 
Symphony’s 
annual clos-
ing concert 

featuring an Army artillery unit in the 1812 Over-
ture.

Eventually the noise of planes taking off and 
landing at nearby National Airport  killed the 
site as a music venue, but as late as the 1960s 
opera lovers could watch international star Lucia 
Albanese in her Madame Butterfly costume 
traipsing gingerly across the shaky gangplank to 
meet her Lieutenant Pinkerton.

In the mid-1950s, a crowd on the Watergate steps watches a  
performance on a barge on the Potomac.

Photo by ghostsofdc.org, used by permission
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Laudrick and Barbara Valentine  
Apartment 245,  Ext. 7556.  

Laudrick was born in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, and early in his 
life he worked for Shell Oil in 
Trinidad. He was educated at 
Howard University and received 
a B.A. in Economics and did 
postgraduate studies at Howard as well.  He 
eventually got a job in the United States in the 
District of Columbia government in finance and 
revenue, which became his main employment 
until his retirement. 

Barbara was born in Elmira, 
N.Y.  She received her B.A. 
degree at Misericordia College 
and an M.A. at Catholic Univer-
sity of America.  As a nun in the 
order of the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence, she taught in the 

Catholic school system in the 1960s and 1970s. 
In 1975 she married Laudrick.  For the next 25 
years she worked as a research analysis at 
the NEA in the District of Columbia and Prince 
George’s County. 

Barbara never had any children of her own, but 
she and her husband are parents to his two chil-
dren. They have four grandchildren.  And there 
are nieces and nephews on Barbara’s side of the 
family.  Together they enjoy traveling and have 
been to Europe, China, Canada, and the West 
Indies.  Barbara plays the piano, and sings and 
takes current events classes and works with civic 
associations.  Laudrick plays chess and loves 
sports such as cricket and soccer.  He has won 
marathon walking races.

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

by Barbara Allen

Ben and Pegg y Hutchinson
Cottage 1115, Ext. 7230.  

The Hutchinsons moved to 
Collington from Davidson-
ville, Md. Peggy was born in 
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., and Ben 
in Hapeville, Ga. Peggy at-
tended Northfield School for 
Girls, then Colby College in 

Maine for a B.A. degree. Next she earned an 
M.A. at Harvard University. Then she taught in 
Natick, Mass. and North Syracuse, N.Y. After her 
sons were born, she stayed at home. When her 
children began school, she tutored in math. She 
was also a helper in a private school in Annapolis 
for five-six years after moving 
to Davidsonville.  Having been 
a homemaker for most of her 
married life, she says she is 
now ready for new experiences.  

Ben received his B.S. from 
Georgia Tech and then an M.S. 
from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and by adding one more year to that 
degree earned a degree in electrical engineering. 
He worked at MIT Lincoln Laboratory until 1986 
when he moved to the Communication Satellite 
Laboratory (now Lockheed). This job change in-
volved doing consulting work and frequently trav-
eling to London. All of his work involved satellite 
communications.  

An important part of his life was raising his 
sons and biking, hiking, and backpacking with 
them in the Adirondacks in New York State and 
sailing on the Chesapeake Bay.  There was also 
travel to Peru, Iceland, Chile, and New Zealand.  
Ben’s big “thing” is being a ham radio operator 
and as such engaging in contests to see how 
many people worldwide one can contact in forty  
eight hours.  The contests use both English for 
voice and Morse code.  Ben is also currently 
involved in the ham radio station at Collington.  
The Hutchinsons had two sons, one of whom is 
now deceased. They also have two daughters-in-
law, and three granddaughters.

see New Neighbors, p. 5
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Julia Freeman will join the Collington Board 
next month as a resident member, replacing 
Roanne Hartfield, who has served the maximum 
two terms.  Kay Laughton and Ken Burton are 
continuing resident members. 

Julia was elected by residents in June along 
with Grant Bagley and Mike McCulley to form a 
pool of candidates from which the board would 
choose one. She will serve a three-year term; 
terms are staggered so that there are always 
three resident members. Most CCRCs have just 
one resident member of the Board to meet the 
legal requirement.

Julia, a resident since 2008, is a stalwart 
member of the library committee. When she was 
first vice-president of the Residents Association, 
she organized and digitized association 
records. She has served on several Kendal 
committees outside of Collington such as the 
Committee for Affiliate Services and Innovations, 
and as a reviewer for the Kendal Charitable 
Outreach committee of grants for the Promising 
Innovations program.

Reviewing grant proposals and organizing 
people and schedules is part of what Julia did at 
Indiana University, where she was a professor of 
pharmacology and director of graduate studies, 
and at the National Institutes of Health where she 
administered and monitored 36 centers dealing 
with arthritis, musculoskeletal problems and skin 
diseases. Julia says she likes administrative 
work and is particularly interested in Collington’s 
strategic planning process. 

She is not only a scientist herself but was 
reared by a father who was a neurosurgeon 
on the Indiana University faculty. Her father 
revolutionized the care of wounded veterans, 
particularly paraplegics, so Julia recalls being 
familiar with people in wheelchairs from an early 
age. In fact, one such former patient introduced 

New Resident Board Member Named
by Pat Howard

Julia to CCRCs when she 
visited him at a facility in 
Florida. She recognized 
then the value of such a 
community and says she is 
very happy to have found 
Collington for herself. Julia Freeman

Maria and Ramon Padron
Apartment 322, Ext. 7574 Both 

were born in Havana, Cuba, and 
they attended the same high school. 
Ramon was in the U.S. Army in 
1944 and as a result of his service 
became a U.S. citizen. He studied 
aeronautical engineering in New 

York state and later in 1972 got a degree from the 
University of Maryland in business administration. 
He worked at General Electric Aerospace start-
ing in 1956 and retired from G.E. Ramon enjoyed 
playing tennis and sailing and he was a good 
dancer, which bought him and Maria together.  

Maria attended the University of 
Havana and got a BA degree from 
Western College in Oxford, Ohio, 
which is now part of Miami Uni-
versity. She later earned a M.Ed. 
from the University of Maryland 
and taught Spanish at Bowie High 
School.  Maria took ballet, which was one of her 
loves, and she also enjoys reading and walking. 
Maria eats at the monthly Spanish table at Collin-
gton. Maria and Ramon were both single children 
so they have no siblings, but they do have three 
daughters and one son, 15 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren.

They moved to Collington from Heritage Harbor.

New Neighbors from p. 4
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of shingles weighs 87 pounds. 

The crews had a remarkable work ethic. No 
one was standing around. No one was on a cell 
phone. Everybody was doing something. This 
raised the question: How do you recruit? Rob 
smiled and said, “I don’t. They do,” referring to 
his employees. “We treat them well; they are 
paid fairly, and when an opening comes up, they 
have a relative or know a friend who they think 
will fit in. Many on any crew are related. It’s hard 
work and dirty work, but they are very proud 
and the last thing a crew wants is a leak. It 
could cost their job. So they work fast, but with 
extreme care.”

In the relatively near future, more clusters and 
districts will be reshingled. It’s noisy and a bit 
inconvenient, but well worth it to be able to 
watch these teams in action.

Rob Peterson, owner of 
Baltimore-based R & P 
Roofing, once kept nails in 
his mouth because that was 
the fastest way to get them 
to the shingles. Today, he 
and his crews use nail guns 
powered by compressed air. 
It’s about 10 times faster, 
Rob says, and his mouth 
doesn’t have as many sores 
and cuts. 

Rob and his crews worked 
in the 4000 District in mid-
July, shingling one cluster 
at a time. Rob’s team 
received high praise from 
Facilities Services for 
their professionalism, and from residents who 
appreciated the care taken to protect plants and 
gardens.

It was mesmerizing to watch these guys in 
action. Each six-man crew consisted of five 
roofers and one laborer on the ground. The 
laborer’s job was to keep the roofers supplied 
with everything they needed to keep them on 
the roof – be it nails for the nail gun, ice and 
water shields for the edge of the roof, or just a 
bottle of cold water. The shingle need had been 
anticipated the day before as crews using a 
55-foot JLG outrigger -- a very long mechanical 
arm -- placed the bundles on the roof peaks. 
Rob calculates they used 2,493 bundles of 
shingles and replaced about 500 sheets of 
plywood – approximately 10 per unit. A bundle 

New Roofs for the 4000s
by Mike McCulley

A bird’s eye view of roof replacement work in the 4000s.   Photo by R&P Roofing
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Understanding events in the Middle East is 
a challenge for all Americans, but Collington 
residents have a leg up on most: Twice in less 

than six months they have 
heard talks by renowned 
experts.   In the spring it 
was resident Carl Brown, 
professor emeritus at Princ-
eton University (see the 
March Collingtonian), and 

on Aug. 15 Professor Diederik Vanderwalle of 
Dartmouth College, a consultant to the United 
Nations, spoke on “From Arab Spring to Arab 
Winter? Liberalism and Islamism in the Middle 
East.” Vanderwalle is the new president of the 
Institute of Current World Affairs (ICWA), and 
has been an ICWA fellow.  Among former fellows 
are Warren Unna and Carl Brown -- GN

He and his wife, Peggy, 
brought with them more parts 
to the tower and additional 
expertise. 

No Collington resident 
was endangered by climbing 
the tower! The club hired an 
expert who assembled the 
sections as he climbed. Fi-
nally on July 31 the antenna 
was mounted atop the tower. 

When coaxial cable was attached and the trans-
mitter, also brought by Dick Wilder and donated 
to Collington, was ready to broadcast, the first 
contact made was with a ham radio operator in 
Germany! The Collington Amateur Radio Club 
was in business. Present members, all licensed 
at one level or another, are Grant, Dick, Martha, 
Ben, Karl Edler and Gerry Burdett, another new 
resident attracted to Collington partly because of 
the radio station.

Licensed ham radio enthusiasts in the area 
have been contacted by Marketing and invited 
to visit. Many have done so. As far as the club 
members know, Collington is the only CCRC 
with its own ham radio station.

Look up toward the wood-
shop from the perimeter road 
and you will see the newest 
addition to Collington’s land-
scape: an 85-foot radio tower 
topped by a giant antenna. 
This is the broadcast part 
of our expanded station for 
amateur broadcasting, infor-
mally known as ham radio. 
Our call letters are K3CCR.

In 2011, when Martha and Dick Wilder ex-
plored living at Collington, they were introduced 
to the flower committee (Martha’s passion), and 
to Grant Bagley, who had just recently set up a 
small ham radio station (Dick’s passion). When 
the Wilders moved to Collington from Annapolis 
they brought not only their furniture but also the 
pieces of one of the three towers and an an-
tenna from their backyard. 

Grant, Martha and Dick have worked for three 
years obtaining official permission to erect a 
tower, scouting a good location, seeking county 
permits, clearing space and pouring concrete 
footings. Recently another licensed ham radio 
operator, Ben Hutchinson, moved to Collington. 

Hard-hatted Collington hams during tower con-
struction.   From left: Dick Wilder, Grant Bagley, 

Ben Hutchinson, Gerry Burdett, Karl Edler.   
Photo by Martha Wilder

New Tower Adds Power to Ham Radio
by Pat Howard

Expert Addresses Middle East Events

Vanderwalle
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“Collington Wildlife”
© Nina Rulon-Miller
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�A�c�r�o�s�s� 
�1�.� Amherst Sch. 
�6�.� Franken and Gore 
�9�.� Epics 
�1�4�.� Joe of "My Cousin 
Vinny" 
�1�5�.� Website info source 
�1�6�.� Every sixty minutes 
�1�7�.� Heart of Le Havre 
�1�8�.� Old French coin 
�1�9�.� Nicholas Gage memoir 
�2�0�.� *Collington wildlife 
�2�3�.� Teacher's deg. 
�2�4�.� "___ favor" 
�2�5�.� Nonsense 
�2�7�.� Period of celebration 
�3�2�.� "Do the ___!" 
�3�3�.� Austrian peak 
�3�4�.� Skin care brand 
�3�6�.� Directing brothers Ethan 
and Joel 
�3�9�.� Journalist Paula 
�4�1�.� Prepares flour, say 
�4�3�.� The ‘E’ of QED 
�4�4�.� "The Waste Land" poet 
�4�6�.� Bed extension? 
�4�8�.� Native: Suffix 

�4�9�.� Scholarship factor 
�5�1�.� "That's not news to me" 
�5�3�.� Like some highways 
�5�6�.� QVC competitor 
�5�7�.� Where the ulna is 
�5�8�.� *Collington wildlife 
�6�4�.� Bum 
�6�6�.� Pub order 
�6�7�.� Knoxville sch. 
�6�8�.� How ballerinas dance 
�6�9�.� Is able 
�7�0�.� Larsson who wrote "The 
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo” 
�7�1�.� Son of Zilpah and Jacob 
�7�2�.� Season opener? 
�7�3�.� 10th U.S. president 
 

�D�o�w�n� 
�1�.� Supermarket stripes: Abbr. 
�2�.� Catty greeting? 
�3�.� Dazed and confused 
�4�.� Emulate Michaelangelo 
�5�.� Beef cut 
�6�.� Not many 
�7�.� Dairy prefix 
�8�.� Young pigeon 
�9�.� Wood finish 

�1�0�.� MSN alternative 
�1�1�.� *Collington wildlife 
�1�2�.� Cable choice 
�1�3�.� Like a snail's trail 
�2�1�.� Big name in fishing gear 
�2�2�.� The Beatles' "___ the 
Walrus" 
�2�6�.� Winnebego relative 
�2�7�.� Confuse 
�2�8�.� Israeli airline 
�2�9�.� *Collington wildlife 
�3�0�.� Rara ___ 
�3�1�.� Southpaw 
�3�5�.� Done to ___ 
�3�7�.� Western mil. alliance 
�3�8�.� Bouillabaisse, for one 
�4�0�.� Yuletide song 
�4�2�.� Obama daughter 
�4�5�.� Faculty member 
�4�7�.� Gross out 
�5�0�.� Crime lab evidence 
�5�2�.� Difficult 
�5�3�.� Girl Scout cookie 
�5�4�.� Caddy's load 
�5�5�.� Pass into law 
�5�9�.� Jai ___ 
�6�0�.� Cozy rooms 

�6�1�.� Yvette's eye 
�6�2�.� "The Mikado" weapon 
�6�3�.� M.I.T. grad, often 
�6�5�.� Runner Sebastian 
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�6�2�.� "The Mikado" weapon 
�6�3�.� M.I.T. grad, often 
�6�5�.� Runner Sebastian 
 
�N�o�t�e�:� �T�h�e� �s�t�a�r�r�e�d� �c�l�u�e� �c�r�i�t�t�e�r�s� 
�c�a�n� �b�e� �s�e�e�n� �o�n� �t�h�e� �C�o�l�l�i�n�g�t�o�n� 
�W�i�l�d�l�i�f�e� �c�o�l�l�a�g�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� 
�A�u�d�i�t�o�r�i�u�m� �H�a�l�l�w�a�y� 
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The most significant historical site in Prince 
George’s County marks the Battle of Bladens-
burg 200 years ago.  
That disastrous 
encounter, which 
led to the sacking of 
Washington in the 
War of 1812, oc-
curred on Aug. 24, 
1814..  Unfortunately 
but understandably, 
the site has not been 
preserved, though 
the county has erect-
ed a monument and 
established a visitors’ 
center.
Bladensburg, then 
a small port town 
on the Anacostia 
River, lies just a few miles west of Collington on 
Landover Road (Rte. 202).  The battle took place 
along both sides of Bladensburg Road (US 1A 
just south of Peace Cross). The rout of American 
forces there enabled British troops to burn the 
Capitol and other public buildings and eat Presi-
dent James Madison’s prepared dinner at the 
White House before burning it as well.
After landing at Benedict on the Patuxent River 
in Charles County, British forces entered Prince 
George’s County near its southernmost point.  
Exhausted by extreme heat and four months at 
sea and wearing heavy woolen uniforms, the 
troops moved slowly northward.  The initial British 
objective was to capture the U.S. Navy’s flotilla 
of barges and gunboats located farther upstream 
on the Patuxent at Pig Point just east of Upper 

Did the Brits Steal Our Chickens?
Collington Site was Near Battle that Led to D.C.’s Burning

By Jim Giese
Marlboro.  But just before the British arrived, 
American Commander Joshua Barney scuttled 

the fleet and took 
his cannon and men 
to the Washington 
Navy Yard and later 
to Bladensburg.
British Rear Admiral 
George Cockburn, 
ignoring orders to 
return to the ships, 
sent troops under 
the command of 
Army Major Gen-
eral Robert Ross to 
attack Washington.  
On the American 
side, Secretary of 
War John Armstrong 
saw no threat of a 

British attack since he believed Washington, a 
small city of 10,000, held little strategic or com-
mercial value.  When attack became imminent, 
local militias were hastily rounded up to join a 
small contingent of Army and Navy forces under 
the command of Brigadier General William 
Winder, an attorney by profession.
Ross proceeded to Upper Marlboro and then 
east to Forestville on his way to Washington.  
On Aug. 24, believing the bridges to Washing-
ton over the Anacostia would be burned, Ross 
marched his troops north to Bladensburg, where 
the river could be forded. In defense, American 

See Battle of Bladensburg, p. 10
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detractor would write the second most famous 
poem of the war, referring to the American rout 
as “the Bladensburg Races.”
The British stayed but one day in Washington, 
destroying mostly public property and largely 
sparing civilians.  However, some reports say 
that when returning to their ships by way of the 
Marlboro Pike (now Landover Road), raiding 
parties, stragglers and deserters did consider-
able looting along the way. The troops would 
have passed close to Heart’s Delight, the 
Waring family farm that eventually became Col-
lington, and could well have taken the family’s 
chickens, pigs or other assets.  
The British fleet and support troops next sailed 
to the Chesapeake Bay to attack Baltimore, 
whose successful defense famously inspired 
the poem that became our National Anthem.
The town of Bladensburg and Prince George’s 
County observed the battle’s anniversary with 
the dedication of a new commemorative monu-
ment, a reenactment, festivals, an art fair and 
even the Bladensburg Races, a 5K run.

For more on the Battle of Bladensburg, see the 
online Collingtonian Extra at keepingupwithcol-
lington.org.

Brigadier General Tobias Stansbury brought 
troops from Baltimore to occupy Lowndes Hill 
overlooking the town on the east.  Fearing en-
trapment when told the bridge across the river 
was about to be burned, Stansbury repositioned 
to the Washington side of the river, thereby 
abandoning the best defensive stronghold.
The Americans formed defense positions be-
tween the river and the District line.  Madison 
and Armstrong were both there and reposi-
tioned troops in the hastily formed lines, thereby 
adding to the confusion.  A large gap was left in 
the middle of the line and cannon were set too 
far back to stop the British from crossing the 
still-intact bridge.
The arriving British met little resistance.  Al-
though some of the American forces valiantly 
held their ground, particularly Barney and his 
men positioned on the Washington Pike, the 
rockets and disorganized defense positions 
forced Winder to call a retreat that quickly 
turned into a rout.  Madison and his cabinet 
fled to Montgomery County.  Later, a Madison 

Battle of Bladensburg from p. 9

New Gym Machines on Display
By Frances Kolarek

Some sixty residents and staff members 
came last month to the open house to lean 
how the new gym equipment works, sign up for 
“Gym 101” and enjoy a cookie, warm from Col-
lington ovens.  On hand for the festivities were 
members of the Fitness Committee including 
Bill Wilson, chair; Janet Jones, president of the 
Residents Association and Joan Hult, chair of 
the Health Services Committee.   

Funds from The Foundation covered the cost 

of the new equipment.   
 “We hope everybody who came to the party 

will return to use the equipment regularly.” Bill 
Wilson says. Tony Harris, Fitness Manager, 
says he anticipates increased resident interest 
in exercise plans as the result of the handsome 
new machines.   

The gym is open from 5 a.m. until  11 p.m.  
Patrons should sign in at the Security Desk 
when the gym is not attended.
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Where are the bugs?  Among the challenges 
of gardening are the bugs that eat our plants.  
But this year is different!

• No potato bugs.  They usually arrive in early 
spring to lay their eggs secretly on the under-
side of leaves of tomato, potato and eggplant.

• No bean beetles. They usually lay eggs of 
snapbean leaf undersides. After hatching, the 
youngsters chew the leaves into lace.

• No squash bugs.  Just when the first zuc-
chini or crooknecks are produced, these fellows 
begin to work on leaf edges and then chew 
down all foliage. 

• No corn borer.  They burrow into the stems 
and cobs of sweet corn, popcorn and sweet 
corn, and also attack weeds and other garden 
plants that have thick stems.

• No striped or spotted cucumber beetles.  
They work on corn roots, cucumber and squash 
leaves and stems, and many flower petals, and 
they carry plant diseases too.

• No cut worms yet.  They love to eat the suc-
culent stems of almost any young garden plant, 
and they may yet show up for crops sown in late 
summer.

• Very few marmorated stink bugs.  These 
new invaders usually attack most garden plants, 
especially the big succulent ones and their 
fruits, pods and ears.

• Fewer Japanese beetles.  These fellows 
often hatch out from turf areas and head for wild 
grape foliage in the woods, then migrate to our 
flowers, foliage and fruit.

So we can be thankful for this reprieve, but 
be assured the bugs will be back in another 
season.  I suspect those extra-cold periods last 
winter caught many of them hibernating in sites 
that were not well protected.

Crossword Puzzle Answers

George was sleek, streamlined feathered in 
this year’s “neutral pallet”
and smart enough to show himself to extreme 
advantage.
Atop the local peak and as loud as he could, 
George trilled...“Here I am!”
Strong and handsome, virile, 
champion nest-builder!
But when the ladies craned their necks to see 
this possible, promising mate, he was BIG, 
they were small,
He was grey, they were RED and YELLOW!
Some of them were green, and brown, even 
BLUE!
The songs he sang were mimicked from other 
birds and, while they sounded nice to him,
and he was proud,
the ladies considered this a serious 
encroachment!
WELL,
sometimes things just don’t work out, 
but I ask you, “How can you hate a 
mockingbird?”

Imposter
by Evelyn Kellman

 

UMASSALSSAGAS
PESCIFAQHORAL
COEURECUELENI
SWALLOWTAILEDM

PORBALONEY
FESTIVALMATH
ALPNIVEACOENS
ZAHNSIFTSERAT
ELIOTSTEADOTE

NEEDYESIKNOW
SIXLANEHSN
ARMCANADAGOOSE
MOOCHALEUTENN
ONTOECANSTIEG
ASHERTISTYLER



Hopped-Up
Croquet Fan

is all Ears

Over the summer, Collington croquet players  
noticed a faithful spectator: a young rabbit who 
showed up at every Tuesday night session.  The 
visitor was, of course, dubbed Wicket.  Above, 

Wicket is shown with his namesake.  At left. 
partly camouflaged beneath bushes, he is the 

object of attention from Nancy Eichert.   Photos 
by Pat French

Nancy Eichert, a runner-up in her debut on Memorial Day, won the Labor Day regatta.  Tricky conditions forced 
out three of the five entries, leaving just Nancy’s Eva J and the second-place finisher, Karl Edler’s Heart’s Delight.

Below, left: boats are bunched up at the start.  Below, right: the Eva J sails toward victory. 
Photos by George Newman

Second Time’s the Charm


