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Collington was equally impressed. 
As Executive Director Marvell 
Adams said, “Justin has the knowl-
edge, experience, and expertise 
to lead the finances of Collington 
as we enter our next chapter.  His 
background in accounting and in-
vestment banking are the perfect 
set of skills for our organization 
right now.”

As for his goals as CFO, Justin 
states, “I get excited when I start 
thinking about this.” His immedi-
ate priority is refinancing the debt, 
which will provide greater financial 

flexibility for the community. He sees the strate-
gic plan as essential in guiding us to where we 
should be in five, ten, fifteen years. 

“Collington has a wonderful foundation, good 
bones and structure,” Justin says. “We have to 
build on the product we already have, one that 
will satisfy the current and future demographic.” 
For example, he believes that Collington is 
uniquely placed in the Washington market with 

When I spoke with Justin G. 
Reaves, he had been Collington’s 
new Chief Financial Officer for less 
than three weeks, but already he 
was charging full speed ahead. 

Justin grew up in the Fort 
Washington/Oxon Hill area of 
Prince George’s County. He re-
ceived his B.A. in Accounting from 
Towson University and his M.B.A. 
from Georgetown University. For 
the past 12 years he has been 
engaged in corporate finance, 
investment banking, process 
analysis, strategy development, 
and accounting, in private industry and most 
recently as Director of Finance at Erickson 
Living-Greenspring Village in Springfield, Va., a 
continuing care community with 2,000 residents. 

Justin first heard about the Collington opening 
from Chief Operating Officer Karen Boyce, who 
knew him at Erickson. He knew of Collington’s 
reputation, that it had been through a “storied 
history,” but was well on its way toward stabiliza-
tion. He was impressed with Collington’s team 
interview process and consensus approach. 

Meet Our New CFO
by Peggy Latimer

see CFO, p. 11

Justin Reeves
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From time to time Collington’s Flower Com-
mittee receives donations from local funeral 
homes, where flowers have been sent to honor 
the deceased and comfort their family and 
friends.

Sometimes the families cannot take them all 
after the service and want to donate them to 
those who would appreciate them. When the 
families are told about Collington, they are very 
pleased. The funeral homes then give the family 
a lovely handwritten thank you note from us.

When we get a call from Beall’s, Gasch’s, or 
Evans’ funeral home, a resident picks up the 
flower arrangements and delivers them to the 
Flower Room. Occasionally the funeral home 
will deliver them to us. If the bouquets are small, 
they are distributed around the building. Larger 
arrangements and casket sprays are taken 
apart by the Flower Committee’s “Clippers and 
Strippers.” These flowers are used for small 
arrangements, end up on our donation table 
for residents to take home, or are distributed to 
those in the Creighton Center.

We especially want to thank the staff at Beall 
Funeral Home in Bowie for their continuing  
generosity.
 
– Pat Pritz, Martha Wilder and the Flower  
Committee

Grateful for Flower Donations

Letter to the Editor Karen Boyce, Collington’s Chief Operating 
Officer, is living proof of the old saw: If you want 
something done, ask a busy person.

Ruth Wilson recently found her car hemmed 
in – some heedless driver had parked so close 
to the driver’s side of her car that she could 
scarcely get that door open.

Enter Karen, as if summoned by a wizard.   
She opened the passenger door, scrambled 
across the sizeable console, and backed Ruth’s 
car into the clear.

When asked about this kindness, she came 
up with her own old saw.  

“Jack of all trades, master of none,” she 
mumbled and was gone.
– FK

Rescue From a Tight Spot
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Bridging a Cold-War Divide
By Norman Kempster

In the 1980s, as 
Cold War tensions 
roiled relations be-
tween the world’s most 
powerful democracy 
and its most populous 
democracy, future 
Collingtonian Ainslie 
Embree found himself 
with friends on both 
sides of the U.S.-India 
divide.

At the time, Ainslie was an academic and one 
of the world’s leading experts on the subcontinent.  
He knew well Indira Gandhi, India’s controversial 
prime minister, who had few supporters in Wash-
ington in those days.

Nevertheless, Ainslie said he always hit it off 
with her.

“She was very likable.” He said in a recent in-
terview. “I liked her.”

A token of that mutual respect now hangs 
outside the Collington dining room as part of a 
display of residents posing with world leaders. 
This article is one of a series examining the back 
stories of those photos.

Ainslie said the picture of him with Mrs. Gandhi 
and several other officials was taken as he pre-
sented a gift of books to India. He said the vol-
umes were not particularly rare or expensive.  He 
still marvels that the busy Prime Minister made 
time to attend “a very unimportant event.”

Later, when Washington-New Delhi relations 
were even frostier, Gandhi hosted a reception 
for experts on India.  Ainslie attended.  He said 

that the prime min-
ister’s aides urged 
her to refuse to even 
acknowledge his pres-
ence because they 
believed he had “gone 
over to the Pakistani 
side.”

But he said she 
ignored the advice 
and engaged in an 
animated conversation 

with him. 
The friction between India and the United 

States was a result of the Big Power rivalries of 
the Cold War.  Moscow was allied with India and 
the United States sided with India’s arch rival, 
Pakistan.  But Ainslie said India maintained an 
underlying pro-Amerlcan attitude that resurfaced 
once the Cold War ended. These days, he added, 
India “ is beloved of Wall Street.”

Ainslie spent most of his career studying and 
teaching about India for Columbia University.  He 
also was on the Duke University faculty.

In 1982, he was president of the American As-
sociation of Asian Studies.

In one brief foray into government, Ainslie was 
Cultural Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in New 
Delhi during the Jimmy Carter Administration.  
He also served as a special consultant to Frank 
Wisner, ambassador to India from 1994 to 1997.
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Nini Almy: Writer, Editor, 
Peace Corps Volunteer 

Cottage 4015, Ext. 7346. 
Nini grew up on a farm in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
one of seven children, with 
cows, chickens, pigs, corn, wheat, a huge veg-
etable garden, and “lots of hard work.” 

After graduating in history from Vassar, Nini 
“thought I’d change the world.” She worked at 
Americans for Democratic Action in Philadelphia, 
helping to unseat the old political machine. And 
she has never lost her intense interest in local 
and national politics. Nini moved on to the Uni-
versity of Illinois in Urbana, where she received 
her M.A. and Ph.D, in history. Her dissertation fo-
cused on Progressivism in the late-19th and early 
20th centuries. 

Over the next two decades Nini wrote and 
edited for professional journals and served in sev-
eral administrative positions at the university 

After two marriages, four children (and eventu-
ally three grandchildren), Nini joined the Peace 
Corps at the age of 68, teaching English in Alba-
nia. In 1998 she moved to Charlottesville to be 
near one son, and was happily employed as a 
guide at Monticello for a dozen years. 

Nini’s oldest son, who worked for Wisconsin 
Sen. Russ Feingold for two decades, died in May 
just before she arrived at Collington. Her second 
son, a sculptor, “has a great voice,” and does 
commercial voiceovers; her third son is a drum-
mer, writer, and college professor; and her daugh-

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

By Peggy Latimer and Marion Robbins

ter, who writes for TV shows, is the recipient of 
two Writers Guild of America awards.

Why Collington? Wanting to be closer to her 
son, Nini found Collington on the Internet, and 
was impressed by the layout, the library, and 
then “when Kendal came on board.” After she’s 
completed more downsizing, “I so want to join the 
flower group.” 

And the origin of her name? “When I was very 
young, my older brother called me ‘Nini,’ and 
when I learned my real name, I was going to be 
Nini forever!” 

Pat Bozeman: A Love  
of History   

Cottage 1006, Ext 7206. Pat 
grew up in a small West Virginia 
community. She met future Col-
lington resident Marilyn Haskel at 
West Virginia Wesleyan, where 

both were studying music. After graduate work, 
Pat accompanied her then-husband to Vienna, 
where he had a Fulbright grant. There she 
found work at the library of the Organization of 
Petroleum-Exporting Countries (OPEC), which is 
headquartered in Vienna.

When Pat returned to the U.S., she got a job 
as research director at a Massachusetts firm 
dealing in historical documents and autographs.  
“The materials were so fascinating,” she says, 
“I always loved history.” This led her to go for 
her M.L.S.(library science) at Indiana University 
in 1984. She was drawn to a job in special col-
lections at the University of Houston, a campus 
known for its commitment to diversity and com-
munity. Within a year she became head of special 
collections. 

For the next 30 years Pat focused on build-
ing the collections in Texas history, 20th-century 
English and American literature, African-American 
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English Literature, and a Doctorate in Psycho-
linguistics. Her love affair with words led her to 
want to know how we develop, perceive and 
produce language. Writing is what she loves to 
do. She roamed the world, teaching in Kenya, 
Ethiopia and the U.S. She also was a USAID 
contractor, helping to design development proj-
ects in Ghana, Mali, Ethiopia, the Philippines and 
Pakistan. 

Jacob, who was born in the 
Netherlands, also has several 
degrees, including a Ph.D. from 
Utah State University. He is a 
soil scientist and water engineer, 
and he also roamed the world 
doing his work. He taught in the Netherlands and 
Kenya, directing an agricultural college in the 
Netherlands. He also did research and became 
an advisor to overseas governments on water 
issues in Pakistan, Venezuela, and Australia.

Former work colleagues in Sri Lanka, Marian 
and Jacob fell in love while on holiday in Aus-
tralia.  They started their married life together in 
Manila.  Each had been married before, and be-
tween them they have five grandchildren living in 
the Netherlands, as well as two step-grandsons 
for Marian, one living in Oregon and the other in 
Washington State. 

Before coming to Collington, they lived in 
Washington D.C., and worked as consultants for 
a variety of overseas clients, including interna-
tional research organizations, United Nations or-
ganizations, foreign aid donors and development 
banks. 

But in a Washington apartment they did not 
feel part of a community, something that Marian 
and Jacob highly value and have found at Collin-

and Hispanic authors, and the university ar-
chives, making it an internationally used center. 
As the staff quintupled in size, she added new 
collections in women’s studies, local theater, and 
Houston environmental history. She is proud of 
an endowment she funded for scholars to travel 
to study the University of Houson’s special col-
lections. 

Pat had no intention to leave Houston, but 
one day Marilyn Haskel called with the news she 
was moving to Collington. Pat decided to visit. “I 
loved it immediately. I just knew in my bones that 
it was the right thing to do.” 

Pat is still working on an online project for 
the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, documenting 
Texas artists and artisans. Although she’s al-
ready committed to working on the Collingtonian 
and the Sustainability Committee, Pat is giving 
herself “a year’s sabbatical” before fully immers-
ing herself into Collington life. One major desire: 
to be able to bring her “smart as a whip” whippet, 
Alice, for visits to the Creighton Center.  

Marian Fuchs and Jacob Kijne: Colleagues 
Who Fell in Love

Wide open spaces, abundant light, and quiet 
colors with a few lively accents greet you as 
you enter Marian and Jacob’s villa. The house 
reflects its owners: open hearted, curious about 
people and life, ready to laugh and enjoy the 
moment. They have been together for 20 years, 
since they met working for an international water 
research institute based in Sri Lanka.

Marian was born in England, where her par-
ents were refugees from Nazi 
Germany. An only child, she de-
cided early in life that her “job” 
was to be cheerful. And she is. 
She has three degrees, one in 
Social Sciences, a Masters in 

see Newcomers, p. 10
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Ready for our Close-up

Television viewers throughout the Washington 
area had a chance to see what Collington was 
all about, as the WUSA (Channel 9) “Great Day 
Washington” program featured our community 
on Sept. 30.  

In addition to the enthusiastic scene above, 
the segment included interviews with Sean 
Kelly, President and CEO of the Kendal Corp., 
and our own CEO, Marvell Adams.

The Sept. 13 National Day at the Em-
bassy of Singapore in Washington fea-
tured an exhibition of pictures by the late 
Collington resident George Porter.  The 
exhibition was a smaller version of one 
that took place in Singapore last year.

George Porter took the photos while 
he was serving in the U.S. Embassy in 
Singapore in the 1960s.  His widow, Col-
lington resident Lois Porter, second from 
left, is pictured at the Singapore Embas-
sy National Day reception.  Others, from 
left: the Porters’ daughter, Elise Porter, 
Singapore’s ambassador to the U.S., 
Ashok Kumar Mirpuri, and the Porters’ 
son, Aaron Porter.

Singapore Embassy Honors George Porter
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of Goddard Space 
Flight Center to Good 
Luck Road, turn right 
again and shortly 
thereafter turn left onto 
Md. 193 to get home.

A favorite longer 
ride is to Shepherd-
stown, W. Va., about 
two hours away. Only 
the second hour is 
scenic, but worth the 
wait. My destination is 

the Bavarian Inn for a lunch of German sausages 
and sauerkraut or a gourmet dinner and possibly 
an overnight stay in a luxury room with fireplace, 
hot tub and a balcony overlooking the Potomac 
River. But there are other fine restaurant choices 
along Main Street of this small university town, 
as well as more economical places to stay. If you 
stay a night or two you could tour Antietam Bat-
tlefield, where the bloodiest battle of the Civil War 
was fought, historic Harpers Ferry National Park 
of John Brown fame (once home to Collingtonian 
Cate Richie), or Charles Town Race Track and 
Casino.

The first half of the journey is on Interstates 
unless you choose to take other much slower 
routes through the suburbs. Take the Capital 
Beltway (I-495) north and west to I-270 north to 
Frederick. Merge onto I-70 west. You now have 
three choices through scenic countryside.

For two of the routes, get quickly into the right 
lane of I-70 to exit onto U.S. 15 and U.S. 340 

Although we may 
lack the vibrant au-
tumns of states farther 
north, an autumn-day 
drive can be an inspir-
ing experience, with 
plenty of brilliant foli-
age to enjoy.

You can go in any 
direction from Collin-
gton and find colorful 
tree-lined roadways 
and golden fields. Go 
to the National Arboretum, take a back road to 
Annapolis or drive to a waterside restaurant on 
Chesapeake Bay.

A favorite short ride of mine is to take a loop 
through the Beltsville Agricultural Research Cen-
ter (BARC), where numerous scientists work 
diligently to improve agricultural production and 
quality in environmentally beneficial ways. 

For this hour-long drive, turn left onto Lotts-
ford Road, then left onto Md. 193 and then 
right just over the railroad bridge onto Md. 
564, Lanham-Severn Road. Take the next left, 
Springfield Road, and soon you will be driving 
through BARC. At Springfield Road’s end, turn 
left onto Powder Mill Road. I was once told that 
Eleanor Roosevelt urged the BARC planners to 
make this road extra curvy so it would be a more 
scenic drive. At Edmonston Road turn left and 
in just a short distance, take another left onto 
Beaver Dam Road to head home. While fairly 
straight, the road is narrow, so keep an eye out 
for approaching vehicles. The road will take you 
through fields and deep woods to Soil Conserva-
tion Road. Turn right here, go past the backside 

Take a Drive to Autumn Splendor
By Jim Giese

Downtown Sheperdstown, W.Va.

See Splendor, p. 10
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invited her to join the group.  As the two 
women drew near, each recognized the 
other as a fellow member of the University 
of Maryland Chapel Choir while students 
at Maryland years earlier.   Carol speaks 
with awe of the hundreds of hours of dedi-
cated volunteer service Gailyn gave to 

Collington.  “Monday night, every single Monday, 
you knew she would be there.”

Louise Huddleston, long time accompanist to 
the Singers, says: “I cannot praise Gailyn highly 
enough.  She founded the Collington Singers, 
shaped the group, recruited members, composed 
programs, chose the music – not always easy 
material – and forged a chorus to be proud of.”  
An unpaid volunteer, Gailyn “worked at the job 
like the pro she is,” Louise adds.

Asked why she was so dedicated to the Col-
lington Singers, Gailyn replied: “I love Collington.  
And The Singers were fun.” 

At a reception in the Auditorium, Col-
lington bade goodbye last month to Gailyn 
Gwin, founder and conductor of the Collin-
gton Singers, retiring after 27 years to the 
dismay of the group’s 35 members. 

When an aunt of hers moved into Col-
lington in our early days, Gailyn proposed 
the idea of a choral group  to CEO Gail Kohn.  No 
sooner said than done, and for the next 27 years, 
Gailyn unfailingly appeared on Monday evenings 
to conduct a constantly changing group of people 
in song.  She once explained to an interviewer 
why she liked working with Collington residents:  
“Older singers are more willing to accept direction 
and are more interested in trying new music than 
younger adults.” 

Carol Kempske recalls dropping by the Audito-
rium for a Singers rehearsal on her first Monday 
at Collington.  Noting a visitor’s presence, Gailyn 

Collington Choral Director Retires
By Frances Kolarek

the Ping-Pong Room and the Blue Room. New 
classrooms will replace them in what are now ad-
ministration offices. Construction of those class-
rooms cannot begin until after the administration 
moves to new offices on the second floor of the 
apartment wing, down the hall from the Marketing 
Office. But that space must first be readied for the 
move. None of these dominos will begin to drop 
until we have construction permits from Prince 
George’s County. At of this writing, we have been 
waiting six weeks for a permit to move one sprin-
kler head in the area that will serve as the new 
administrative offices.

 It is reasonable to predict that once construc-
tion has started, it will be about six months until 
the bistro is opened. In the meantime, the Dining 
Committee is organizing a “name the bistro” 
contest, seeking a meaningful name in Collington 
history. Share your thoughts with them.

We have all heard that a bistro is in Colling-
ton’s future. We have seen renderings and floor 
plans. We have seen the color schemes and 
samples of all the surfaces. And we have had a 
chance to sit on sample chairs. The architectural 
drawings are completed and the contractor se-
lected. How exciting!

A second dining venue, somewhat less formal 
than our present dining room, will provide oppor-
tunities for lighter fare – salads, sandwiches and 
pizza – in a relaxed, open setting. Its capacity will 
be about 75 people and will use state-of-the-art 
culinary equipment to provide quality made-to-
order food quickly and efficiently.

When are we going to be able to enjoy this 
new facility? That is the $64 question. 

Multiple steps lie ahead. The bistro will be 
situated where there are now two classrooms – 

A Bistro in our Future
By Mike McCulley
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tizer, and then 
lasagna, fish and 
chips, Sicilian 
sausage over 
penne pasta and 
an Italian meat-
ball sub. From a 
list of several wine varietals we chose a carafe of 
Chianti. We split an order of the triple chocolate 
cake as dessert with decaf coffee. Portions were 
large so we took home some of the four entrees.

The pizza appetizer disappeared without 
a crumb. The flaky thin and crispy crust was 
superb. The freshly made lasagna had firm noo-
dles, ricotta cheese and a tasty marinara sauce. 
The fish and chips had a crunchy coating and firm 
fish. Spinach with mushrooms was substituted 
for fries and the spinach was pronounced excel-
lent.  The sausage was served cut crossways 
into coins, with the same marinara sauce, over 
penne cooked al dente. The three large meat-
balls, served on a sub roll with melted provolone 
cheese and marinara sauce, contained very little 
filler, earning this dish two thumbs up. The fish 
and chips and the meatball sub were ordered 
with a very large and tasty house salad. The bill, 
including the carafe of wine and taxes but not tip, 
came to just under $114. This was a real value for 
the four take-home boxes and the excellent food.

T. J. Elliott’s, 6814 Laurel-Bowie Road,Bowie, MD 20715, 
301-262-6282, tjelliotts.com
Monday – Saturday–11am-10pm
Sunday – 9am-10pm
Open for breakfast – Sunday only, 9am-11:30am
Handicap accessible

T. J. Elliott’s in Bowie Plaza isn’t your typical 
neighborhood restaurant. Its strength lies in its 
12 Italian dishes, but it offers almost as many 
comfort food dishes, such as meat loaf and coun-
try fried pork chops. Additionally, seven salads, 
nine appetizers, three soups, wings, burgers and 
complex sandwiches are offered.  “All food is pre-
pared at the time of order using the freshest local 
ingredients available,” to quote the owner. The 
result is  delicious dining, even though the ambi-
ance is minimal, as is the wine list. Very important 
to me is the PIZZA!

Jimmy and Tommy Marcos, owners of T. J. El-
liott’s,  grew up in the restaurant business. Their 
father opened Ledo Pizza on the edge of the 
University of Maryland’s College Park campus in 
1955 and for the next 40 years fed locals and stu-
dents alike. I was both. Ledo’s reputation was so 
good that there are presently 10 Ledo Pizza fran-
chises within 10 miles of Collington. These mass 
produced pizzas resemble the original Ledo’s 
Pizza in shape but not in taste. I’m personally 
thrilled to find the original Ledo Pizza once again.

The restaurant has a large carry-out business, 
primarily because of the pizza. A separate en-
trance and waiting area serve carry-out patrons 
so as to not disturb the diners.

Breakfast is offered on Sundays only, 9:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. In addition to the normal egg 
dishes, the menu includes creamed chipped 
beef, sausage gravy and biscuits, french toast, a 
crabcake-style eggs Benedict and a fried oyster, 
bacon and cheddar cheese omelet.

On a recent Thursday evening, four Colling-
ton residents dined at T. J. Elliott’s. We ordered 
a small sausage pizza to share as an appe-

Restaurant Review: 
A Tasty Bargain in Bowie

By Carl Koch
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Splendor from p. 7

gton, where they enjoy the diverse backgrounds 
and life stories they encounter. Jacob mentioned 
the pleasure he takes in contributing his water 
expertise to the Grounds Committee. Best of all, 
he is happy to have enough space now to work 
with fabrics, creating beautiful artworks.
Meanwhile, Marian continues to write, including 
writing her memoirs.
“We are good at being happy”, Marian said, 
when asked what gives them joy. 

Jeannie Block Bessmer: Full 
of Enthusiasms 

Cottage 2202. Ext 7283. 
“The Ornament of a House 
is the Friends who frequent 
it.” That sentiment, engraved 
on a a brass plaque mounted 

next to Jeannie’s front door, says a lot about its 
occupant.

The plaque hung at her parents’ house in St 
Louis. Her father was in the advertising busi-
ness, and her mother was a “volunteer par ex-
cellence.” 

Jeannie studied speech pathology, receiving 
her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin and 
M.A. from Columbia University Teachers Col-
lege. She worked in the field for five years, and 
went to acting school in New York City. 

Then, pursuing a long-time passion, she 
switched to journalism, and has remained in the 
field for more than 45 years. First in radio and 
TV news, Jeannie shifted to print because her 
former husband’s work required frequent reloca-
tion. She served as press secretary for a Kansas 
congresswoman, was an editor at a foreign 
policy think tank, and is still freelancing, most 

Newcomers from p. 5

south towards Harpers Ferry. For the southern-
most alternative, stay on U.S. 340 and cross the 
Potomac River for a beautiful, but short, riverside 
drive to the Shenandoah River opposite Harp-
ers Ferry. After crossing the Shenandoah, the 
road bypasses the town. Continue to W. Va. 230 
where a right turn takes you to Shepherdstown, 
the Bavarian Inn being at the far end of Main 
Street on W. Va. 480 north just before the Po-
tomac River bridge.

I think the middle route is the most bucolic 
way. Exit U.S. 340 onto Md. 67 west and fol-
low the signs to Sharpsburg, passing along the 
southern edge of Antietam Battlefield. At Sharps-
burg, turn left onto Md. 34 to cross the Potomac 
into Shepherdstown; the Bavarian Inn being on 
the right just over the bridge.

To take the northern route, stay on I-70 for one 
more exit and take U.S. 40 west through Brad-
dock Heights and Middleton to Boonsboro, where 
you turn left onto Md. 34 south and later pass the 
main entrance to the battlefield before crossing 
the Potomac and reaching Shepherdstown.

recently editing the autobiography of a former 
mayor of Seoul, South Korea. 

Jeannie, who moved from Annapolis, is a 
docent at its 1774 Hammond-Harwood House 
and is on the board of the Friends of the An-
napolis Symphony Orchestra. She came to Col-
lington “for many reasons,” including liking the 
“camaraderie” and being closer to her daughter, 
a nurse practitioner at the University of Maryland 
Hospital in Baltimore. Her son lives in Tacoma, 
Wash.

Among Jeannie’s multitude of interests: the-
ater [“it’s definitely in my blood”], gardening, 
antiques, world travel, sailing, music, politics, 
Native American history and art, and East Asia.
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I’ve always been fascinated by some of the 
remarkable plants and trees growing here at 
Collington. Tour with me and you will appreciate 
the special efforts of residents and staff to create 
enjoyment for us.

Margot Rund of Cottage4206 will brag about 
the native fringe trees clothed in white flowers 
each spring.  Jacob Kijne of Villa 5108 is proud 
of his fruiting pawpaw trees, a native woodland 
species rarely as nicely formed as his speci-
mens.  Janet Kozera of Cottage 1201 nurtures 
a giant Jack-in-the-pulpit at her entrance each 
spring; there are plenty of these in the swampy 
woodland below Collington, but who can wade 
out to see them?

Jackie Reed of 1117 has a very unusual rho-
dodendron that produces spectacular blooms 
way before even the azaleas flower in the 
spring. Along the walkway near Cottage 4218 is 
the strangely crooked “Harry Lauder’s Walking 
Stick”, a shrub recently moved there and just re-
covering. Credit Ted and Rhea Hawkins’ son for 
the giant Brugmansia plant in front of Villa 5007, 
with its numerous big apricot-colored down-
facing trumpets.

Down by the lake is a trio of Dawn Red-
wood trees labeled and protected from beaver 
damage. These were planted during the early 
days of Collington, and you can expect these to 
become the very tallest trees on campus, even-
tually. The staff planted for us a conspicuous line 

Collington Boasts  
Notable Trees, Plants

of deciduous hollies (“winterberry”) just outside 
the hallway between the Clock Tower and Mar-
keting; these are a thrill to see all winter long 
without getting out in the cold.

IIn spring, summer, or fall, examine the inter-
esting, unusual, and attractive perennial flowers 
growing at Cottage 1017; Alice Nicolson planted 
them and can identify them all, but could anyone 
else remember all those names?

its array of apartments, cottages and villas.
Justin describes his predecessor, Amy Har-

rison (now CFO of the Kendal Corporation) 
as “awesome.” “We correspond on a regular 
basis.” 

Asked about his hobbies, Justin replied that 
he is on the board of a local public charter 
school, and also enjoys “hanging out” with 
family and friends, including wife Michelle and 
their baby daughter. And he’s a Tom Clancy fan. 

What does Justin most want us to know 
about him? “I’m very family-oriented, and I be-
lieve education is key.” Most of all, he wants to 
communicate with residents and family mem-
bers as well as prospective residents. “I love 
the interaction with the people here,” he says. 
“If we don’t understand the residents’ perspec-
tive, we’re not doing our job.” As Marvell put it, 
“Justin rose above the other finalists because 
not only did he possess the financial acumen 
necessary for success, but he also had the 
human element that is so critical for Collington 
and our culture.” 

Justin concluded, “Most people preface their 
conversation with, ‘I’m sorry to bother you.’ No, 
I want to hear what you have to say. So come to 
my office, call me, e-mail me.”

CFO from p. 1



‘County F air’ 
Time at Collington

The aroma of popcorn and cotton candy 
spread through the Arbor Great Room, below, on 
Sept.30 as Collington enjoyed an old-fashioned 
“County Fair,” complete with a petting zoo.
Photos by George Newman

Phyllis Herndon makes friends with a miniature goat.

Ruth Galaid, in 

wheelchair, is among 

those fascinated by a 

giant tortoise.

Margot Starr Kernan and 

her daughter-in-law, Mayumi 

Kernan, get acquainted with a 

miniature cow and other small 

four-legged creatures.

Correction

A picture caption in the September issue 
misspelled Pauline Matheo’s name.  Apologies.


