
Nancie L. Gonzalez,

anthropologist, author and stu-

dent of Caribbean cultures, 

stands in front of a painting by a 

Haitian artist (right). It hangs in 

her cottage on a wall opposite 

classical American landscapes 

painted by her great grand-

mother.         

    “I was raised as a Vermonter 

in the Middle West,” she says of 

herself.   

Originally trained as a dieti-

tian, Nancie found the work less 

than challenging and was at-

tracted to a new field -- anthro-

pology.  She earned her Ph.D. at 

the University of Michigan and found herself the 

recipient of a two-month, $500 grant to study in 

Guatemala. 

It was a turning point in her life. She was 26 

years old and living in Detroit. She wangled an 

assignment from an automobile manufacturer to 

drive a car to New Orleans where she boarded 

a United Fruit Company boat to Guatemala -- 

gratis.  

     Later she began working with the Institute of 

Nutrition of Central America and Panama 

(INCAP), traveling widely in the area it serves.  

But she never neglected her anthropological re-

search, as the many volumes of her published 

work testify.

   She still owns a house in Guatemala, where 

she married her husband Carlos, an architect.   

The couple had three children, two sons born in  

San Francisco where Carlos was then working,  

and a daughter born in Guatemala. In time the 

couple were divorced.   

    Back in the United States, Nancie’s academic 
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career took her all over the country.  “As a 

woman in a new field,” she says, “doors were 

open to me everywhere.”

   At Boston University she found her Vermonter 

upbringing an asset. She taught at the Univer-

sity of Iowa, in Berkeley and in New Mexico. All 

the while she was busy writing and publishing.

    In 1977 she took the post of Vice Chancellor 

for Academic Affairs at the University of Mary-

land from which she retired in 1993.

    Perhaps her most outstanding publication is 

Sojourners of the Caribbean, a study of the 

Garifuna people of Livingstone, a small port on 

Guatemala's Caribbean coast. In this culture 

marriage may work to the economic detriment of 

women whose husbands leave for better jobs 

and often never come back home. The book 

brings some $200 in today’s market.     

   Last November Warren Unna, chairman of the 

Speakers Committee, invited Nancie to talk on  

Darwin versus Intelligent Design, rare for a 

Collington resident.  Warren usually recruits 

from among Washington big wigs.   

     A report of the talk follows. 

Gonzalez Calls I.D. “Unscientific”

In a talk that held her audience for almost an 

hour, Dr. Nancie Gonzalez made clear the unsci-

entific nature of the concept known as Intelligent 

Design (I.D.). Science, she said, is on the side of 

the theory of evolution, whereas I.D., in contrast, 

rests on religious concepts common to Judeo-

Christian and Islamic thought. She peppered her 

talk with comments that brought laughter, citing 

the conclusion reached by John Lightfoot, a  

17th Century cleric and scholar of Hebrew, that 

the creation had occurred on October 26, 4004 

B.C. at 9 a.m.    

 Dr. Gonzalez noted that long before Darwin’s 

historic trip in 1831-35, scientists had noted that 

strata of the earth contained fossils that varied 

enough from each other to question if all life had 

been created at one time and remained static.   

Early in the 19th Century a theory of six cen-

ters of creation arose which proposed multiple 

creations in progressive stages -- how else to 

explain kangaroos existing only in Australia?

Dr. Gonzalez led us swiftly through the mil-

lennia, citing developments such as Gregor 

Mendel’s work with genetics, which for long went 

unappreciated. New fields of science arose as 

biologists discovered proteins and enzymes. In 

time the human genome was fully explored.

Fundamentalists have rebelled against the 

world’s sinful materialism, rejected the theory of  

evolution and embraced a literal reading of the 

two stories of creation in the Book of Genesis.

Polls show that 47% of Americans believe 

that the universe was created 6,000 years ago.  

Another 40% subscribe to ideas of a theistic 

evolution but only 9% are convinced of the valid-

ity of the theory of evolution.
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Ted Hawkins, Board Secretary
By Gloria Ericson

Resident Edward (Ted) 

Hawkins is serving a second 

three-year term on Collington’s 

Board of Directors and holds 

the position of Secretary.  Ted 

says that he finds the other 

Board members to be hard-

working, competent people doing all they can to 

make the continued success of Collington possi-

ble.

He would seem to fit that description, himself, 

as witness the mind-boggling list of committees 

he’s been on or is currently serving on:  Execu-

tive Committee, Fiscal Review Committee, Resi-

dents Association Finance Committee and he is 

a member of the Audit and Finance Committee 

of the Collington Foundation.   

Ted is British-born and pursued his graduate 

studies at Oxford University. His field is econom-

ics and he held such diversified positions as 

Research Fellow in Africa, and lecturer at the 

University of Sheffield. 

But in 1963 he came to the United States to 

take up an appointment in the World Bank where 

he held various positions as economist and sen-

ior economist. From 1984 to 1987 he was World 

Bank Representative in Sri Lanka, a position 

with ambassadorial status. He retired in 1988, 

and in 1995 he applied for, and received, his citi-

zenship to the United States.

In 2000, luckily for Collington, he and his 

wife, Ria, chose this community for their retire-

ment home. Ria and Ted had met as students at 

college and were married in 1952.

Ria has also contributed her talents to 

Collington: aside from her other activities she is 

Chairman of the Flower Committee.

Ted feels that this is an interesting time to be 

on the Board. He sees his service there as a way 

for him to make a contribution to the life of the 

community. Certainly as an economist his 

knowledge is invaluable in overseeing Colling-

ton’s financial affairs. His British accent is just a 

charming added bonus.

 •

Welcoming In 2006

The annual New Year’s Eve party was a 

glowing success thanks to the combined efforts 

of Jack Yale, who chaired the event, Ann 

Holmes who publicized it and Marion Henry who 

booked the entertainment.

The orchestra, whose members belong 

roughly to our generation, provided familiar tunes 

which kept the dance floor crowded. 

On the bar was a gigantic bottle of Scotch, 

contributed by an anonymous resident, from 

which guests drank freely.  

During intermissions, Marion Henry, Cather-

ine Hudson and Carol Kempske sang nostalgic 

songs in close harmony. Frances Kolarek as-

sured the audience that she did, indeed, have 

relatives of refinement and taste, and read a let-

ter from one to prove it.    

During the second band break a trio of male 

voices -- Bill Knight, Walter Sharp and Jack Yale 

--  sang the signature songs of each of the 

branches of our Armed Services. And Layne 

Beaty kept the laughter alive with his account of 

a witless bricklayer’s insurance report.

Dining Services provided ample and tasty re-

freshments and Maya Peretz helped serve them 

to those less mobile than herself. Champagne 

flowed freely at midnight in mid Atlantic (10 p.m. 

here) and old friends rejoiced as we rang in 

2006.   

Ted Hawkins

January 2006           The Collingtonian           3



  President Sidney Sober
By Sallee Buckley

The new President of the Collington Resi-

dents Association, Sid Sober, would like to see  

residents well-informed about what’s happening 

here. He suggests reading decisions of the 

Board of Directors as reported in its minutes, 

which are on file in the Library. And he suggests  

attending the monthly meetings of the Council of 

the Residents Association (RA).

He’d also like residents to be more fully en-

gaged in the activities offered, such as swim-

ming, exercising and sharing their skills in vari-

ous RA activities and programs. “It’s good for 

both our physical and mental health,” he says, 

“and ample choices are offered.” People just 

need to volunteer.

Sober comes to the presidency with eight 

years of experience serving on the residents’ 

board in a Bethesda condominium where he and 

his wife Elizabeth lived prior to coming to their 

handsome cottage in the 5100 section of 

Collington a year and a half ago. In doing so, 

they joined many other State Department 

friends. He met Frances Kolarek in Prague in 

1949.  He worked with Betty Atherton’s husband, 

Roy, on Asian affairs. He’s also served in India, 

Pakistan and Iceland, where he first heard about 

Collington from Mary Olmstead. 

Sid thinks most residents learn about Colling-

ton from friends convinced by its quality and 

unique way of life. “Collington attracts people of 

an intellectual and professional background,” he 

believes and he ranks it very high in terms of 

services and amenities, compared to other hous-

ing communities for older adults. 

He plans “no revolutions” as president, but 

hopes to enable the tripartite governance of the 

Residents Association, Board of Directors and 

Administration to work openly and smoothly to-

gether.

 “I’m used to dealing with management com-

panies and I have good relationships with the 

Executive Director and the Rev. Larry Harris, 

President of Collington’s Board of Directors.” 

Success, to Sober, means residents are con-

tented: “Most of us are very happy here, but we 

can always improve on it,” and Sid is very open 

to constructive suggestions from residents and 

encourages everyone to participate in the gov-

ernance of Collington by attending meetings, 

holding office and participating in the many op-

portunities requiring volunteers’ skills.

 •
  Ainslee Embree Honored

 Ainslee Embree was invited to speak before 

a conference on South Asian Studies sponsored 

by the Department of Global and International 

Studies at the University of California, Santa  

Barbara, late last year.

 To his great surprise, Ainslee learned that 

the conference had been convened so that his 

colleagues from India and the United States 

could express to him their appreciation for his 

50-years of leadership in the field of South Asian 

Studies.

How fortunate we are that Ainslee frequently 

shares his expertise with us. 
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The Show Must Go On!
 Helen Gordon

Although gremlins and grinches seemed in-

tent on spoiling our annual December holiday 

celebration, they couldn’t pull it off.

When Edna Lingreen, co-chair and planner 

of the event took ill, Emily Torbert stepped in 

and emceed the show, although her husband 

had gone to the hospital the previous day. When 

Connie Grisard of the Collington Singers also 

took sick, Elsie Seetoo assumed her responsibli-

ties. 

When a pipe in the auditorium burst, flooding 

the floor, our Environmental Services staff 

worked overtime to clean up the mess. A fantas-

tic job!

When Don Paradis, accompanist to the sing-

ing groups, was called by family illness to Flor-

ida, Louise Huddleston took his place at the pi-

ano.    

The show must go on.  

And go on it did.  Both performances -- the 

first at 2:30 and the second at 4 o’clock -- went 

off without a hitch to the approval and delight of 

packed audiences.

Doris Harris opened the program with an up-

beat song, “Spirit of Life.” MaryAverett Seelye 

celebrated the Winter Solstice and the Collington 

Singers made appropriate accompaniment.

For Kwanzaa, Doris Harris sang a Zulu song  

followed by colorful African dances featuring 

staff mambers. 

The Chanukah celebration, introduced by 

Miriam Tepfer, was highlighted by two Israeli 

dances in which a number of residents including  

Ron and Edith McPherson, Jack and Eva Yale 

and Herb Stone participated enthusiastically.

To settle the date when Christmas should be 

celebrated, a quartet of bearded early Roman 

bishops huddled on stage. Hidden beneath  

beards supplied by the Op Shop’s Hilda Jay and 

sheets from Helen Cole in Housekeeping, Art 

Longacre, Chuck Dell, Curtis Langford and Herb  

Gordon each advanced his views about the 

proper date to celebrate Christmas. Wisely, all 

decided to defer to the Emperor’s decree that it 

be December 25.

Then Marion Henry, Catherine Hudson and 

Carol Kempske assumed their alter egos and 

sang three numbers as The Andrews Sisters, 

leaving us in smiles. Soon the audience was in 

full laughter as Dick Morris, Charles and Doro-

thy’s son, recited a parody of The Night Before 

Christmas in a heavy Norwegian accent.

Emily Torbert, as mistress of ceremonies, 

called for a big hand for Carol Kempske “without 

whom all this would never have happened.”  

Carol had stepped in as conductor of the Colling-

ton Singers when a scheduling conflict sidelined 

Gailyn Gwinn.  

Refreshments were bountiful and toothsome 

and the post mortems over egg nog were unani-

mous. It was a great show!
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How True It Is!

To steal ideas from one person is 

plagiarism. 

      To steal from many is research. 



 The Ultimate Christmas Letter  

    If you think you can’t stomach one more  

Christmas letter -- wait ‘til you see what Kay 

Cave said in hers. This is NOT a paid endorse-

ment.  

     “This year I made the Big Move! I downsized, 

as they say, and moved to a continuing care fa-

cility named Collington. I have a lovely cottage 

with two bedrooms, two baths, a den and a pri-

vate patio. I go to the dining room for my main 

meal of the day; the landscaping, utilities and 

house maintenance are taken care of; the only 

bills I have are for my broadband access for my 

G5 Mac computer and the Washington Post  

newspaper. I have a covered parking space for 

my car. The telephone is hooked up to the cam-

pus phone system and messages are recorded 

automatically. I’ve moved into easy living!

    “There are something over 350 people here -- 

some living in cottages, some in apartments, 

some in the assisted living area. . .   There is an 

indoor pool, an exercise room and a physical 

therapy area.  There’s a clinic, a bank, a beauty 

parlor, a library, a flower room, an interfaith 

chapel (all services are held there -- Quaker, 

Episcopalian, Catholic and Unitarian-Universal-

ist).  The Hanukkah menorah candles are lighted 

there. We even have a small store where you 

can buy bread, milk and sundries.

     “I volunteer as secretary for the Library Com-

mittee and I work with the Flower Committee ...” 

Ah, Those Irish Poets!
by Dorothy Brown 

When the Poetry Group convenes for its 

monthly meeting January 2, Mary Gallivan plans 

to be present, that is, if her attendance doesn’t 

conflict with her duties as Collington’s new Mar-

keting Director. 

 Many years ago in Dublin, she heard a read-

ing by the Irish poet whose works will be dis-

cussed, her fellow-countryman and Nobel Prize 

winner, Seamus Heaney. Mary describes him as 

a “wonderful person” and has continued to at-

tend readings of his poetry whenever she has a 

chance, most recently in Columbia, Maryland.

Mary’s love of poetry led her to stop briefly at 

the Poetry Group’s December meeting, when the 

subject was the works of Billy Collins.

Believing that “finding out everything I can 

about Collington” will help in her effort to attract 

new residents, Mary plans to attend meetings of 

other groups and activity committees to “learn 

what’s going on here.”

  •
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 Which Are You?

What’s the difference between a critic 

and a complainer?

A critic identifies a problem and takes the 

proper steps to solve it.

A complainer identifies a problem, whines 

about it to anybody who will listen, and 

spreads rumors and horror stories. He suc-

ceeds only in spreading unhappiness and 

demonstrating his own inability to act con-

structively.        (Thanks to Margaret Martin)



Now It Can be Told

Bob and Doris Ball have, in the past several 

months, been conspicuous by their absence.  

Doris now explains:

“You may have wondered what Bob has 

been up to these past months.  He has been di-

viding his working time between promoting his 

plan for long-range financing of Social Security 

and helping Nancy Altman with her new book, 

The Battle for Social Security -- from FDR’s Vi-

sion to Bush’s Gamble.   

 Nancy J. Altman is chairman of the Board of 

Directors of the Pension Rights Center and a 

one-time faculty member of Harvard University’s 

Kennedy School of Government.

The book starts with a bang -- the 9/11 attack 

on the World Trade Center -- and the jacket 

reads: “In the chaotic aftermath of September 

11, millions of Americans reached into their 

pockets to contribute to charitable organizations 

assisting victims’ families. But the most immedi-

ate, sustained and generous support came from 

Social Security.”

The chapter headings promise a lively style.  

“From the Poorhouse to Free Parking,” “Bold 

Woman, Cautious Men,” “A Teeny-Weeny Bit of 

Socialism,” and “Dirty Tricks” are some samples. 

  Bob calls it “one of the very best books ever 

written on the subject of Social Security.” As 

most of us know, Bob for many years headed 

the Social Security Agency and now lives with 

his wife Doris in Cottage 5112.                       

F.K.

Ambassador Lilley Speaks
by Louis Dolbeare

Its title, “The U.S. Tangle 

with China and North Korea,” 

was an accurate mini-encapsu-

lation of the talk given by for-

mer U.S. Ambassador James 

Lilley in December.   

Mr. Lilley, a veteran of representing the 

United States in China and North Korea, laid out 

the clashing present-time interests of these 

countries. He made clear that a balancing act is 

required to keep within peaceful limits the ten-

sions of dominance and hegemony exhibited by 

those two countries and the United States.

Among the many concrete examples that Mr. 

Lilley cited, the huge size of the Chinese popula-

tion, with an economy achieving an amazing an-

nual growth of nine per cent, and the implacable 

intransigence of North Korea stood out star-

tlingly.

The contest of the good versus the bad im-

plicit in our relations with China, the Ambassador 

pointed out, could be dealt with, but not settled. 

A troubling example is the United States’ cham-

pioning of human rights while seeking to exploit 

the enormous market that exists today in China.
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Library Expansion
Marcia Behr, Faith Jackson and Frances 

Kolarek contributed to this story.

 “Many hands make light work” an old saying 

goes, but our Library volunteers might say “Oh, 

yeah?”  

The recent reorganization under the imagina-

tive co-chairmanship of Faith Jackson, the up-

grading of the Low Vision Room, and the De-

cember book sale have involved a lot of heavy 

lifting by many hands. For which Faith hastens 

to say “Thank you, one 

and all.”

Biographies have 

been moved into their 

own special room where 

patrons can sit comforta-

bly and sample the menu 

before lugging home an 

8-pound, 796-page vol-

ume.  

Although the Library is 

expanding noticeably, the 

shelves fill quickly and 

cannot accommodate all  

of the books our newly-

arrived residents want to share with us. Although 

many find their way into our collection and/or 

book sales, Mary Witt’s daughter, Priscilla, has 

been of untold help with the overflow. A slim, 

long-haired blonde, Priscilla lifts big boxes of 

books as if they were cotton candy. When she 

comes to see her mother, she makes selections 

from our collection of duplicates and takes them 

off to the Book Bank, a shop in Alexandria. It’s 

altogether a win-win situation.

Quality was the keynote of the December 

book sale with many brand-new books finding 

their way to the tables. A silent auction of a 

boxed Narnia collection fetched $7.00 from Betty 

Ann Swanson. An encyclopedia went to Diana 

Kalmus for $25, while Roberta Decker carried 

away the art books for $10.  Terrific bargains, all.

Karl Wirth, looking for a gift for his ten-year-

old great grandson, found a brand new Lord of 

the Rings edition.    

 Louis Dolbeare and Herb Stone helped pre-

pare the tables for the 

sale and returned the fol-

lowing day to join Marcia  

Behr, Evelyn Colbert and 

Agnes Hatfield to help  

with selling and making 

change. Total take:  

$172.50.

Library patrons have 

finally been able to reach 

books on the topmost 

shelves, thanks to the 

original steps created in 

our Woodshop by Jim  

Whitaker, the new chair-

man of that committee.

Biggest problem: Getting books returned. Li-

braries with paid staffs and electronic dating 

equipment can harass delinquent borrowers.  

Our honor system depends on our borrowers’  

sense of responsibility. Please, Faith Jackson 

implores, return books, especially new books,    

promptly so others can read them while they are 

still current. Incidentally, who has the Library’s 

copy of Saturday?  Bring it back, please.
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The Low Vision Room

Long in need of attention, the Low Vision 

Room in our Library has fallen into the com-

petent hands of Dorothy (Doe) Friestedt who 

is engaged in its first upgrade in many years.

She is in e-mail contact with the Senior and 

Homebound librarian for Prince George’s 

County who is pleased to have a direct

contact with our Library.

 Doe has organized the large collection of 

audiocassettes, found new shelf space for 

them, and arranged the volumes of Large 

Print Readers Digest condensed fiction.
  



Within hours of his arrival, Kevin Knauff, our 

new Dining Services director, moved from table 

to table chatting with residents and introducing 

himself. Kevin came to us from Buckingham’s 

Choice, a retirement community outside of Fred-

erick, Maryland. He and his wife will continue to 

live in their Columbia, Maryland home. Welcome  

to Collington, Kevin.

During Christmas week Warren Pearse pre-

sided nightly over the train that chugged and 

tooted under the Clocktower Christmas tree to 

the delight of countless groups of children in the 

company of adults who were equally enthusias-

tic.  

The December Collington Singers concert  

featured conductor Gailyn Gwin leading the 

group of over thirty singers. Louise Huddleston,  

a professional pianist, not only accompanied the 

singers but performed three solos, all Mendels-

sohn compositions. Hilda Jay played a flute  

solo.  

 The singers meet to rehearse every Monday 

at 4 p.m. and are always happy to welcome new 

voices.

There’s something about the 1100 cluster 

that seems to attract gifted cooks. The ginger-

bread house on display on the sideboard in the 

Dining Room during the holiday season was the 

work of Katherine Cave of Cottage 1108. Kather-

ine has made a gingerbread house every year 

since 1963.

 “The custom in our family was to admire it  

throughout the holiday season, then on Jan. 1 

when I usually had an Open House, we would 

break it down and give out pieces to all who 

wanted a taste.”    

And when her next-door neighbor, Mary Kerr, 

invited everybody in the cluster to come by for 

refreshments shortly before Christmas, her 

neighbors arrived expecting the usual drink and 

snack. They were overwhelmed when faced with 

a full-course meal, topped off with three des-

serts.

We found Marylyn and Alfred Schwartz ad-

miring the handsomely decorated Christmas tree 

in the Clocktower Lobby, and a chat revealed 

that they moved here from Silver Spring and are 

settled in Apartment 142. Al is retired from the 

Census Bureau and Marylyn, an art historian, 

was for many years a volunteer with the Urban 

Service Corps, recruiting others to help children 

with reading disabilities.  Their daughter works 

for an international organization that helps those 

with vision problems in Third World countries.  

Their son, who lives nearby, has an art metal-

work shop where he teaches jewelry design.

A notebook containing copies of Collington’s 

print advertising can be found in the Library’s 

Reading Room.
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No Muse Is Good Muse
By Gloria Ericson

There was a time when a writer sat down at 

his desk with paper and quill. In time this mor-

phed into a legal pad and No. 2 pencil. If the 

writer couldn’t think of anything to say (“writer’s 

block”), he could always try switching to a No.1 

or, God forbid, a No. 3 in hopes of changing his 

luck. Technology marched on and the typewriter 

made its appearance. But things didn’t change 

that much: the paper rolled into the new machine 

was as intimidating and blank as ever, often 

leaving a writer certain he’d never be able to 

write again.

Technology doesn’t stand still, however, 

and when I sit down to write something for The 

Collingtonian, as I did today, I face,not a sheet 

of paper, but a screen -- also intimidating and 

blank and I easily become certain I’ll never be 

able to write again. Today the screen remains 

maddeningly empty except for a message scroll-

ing along the bottom offering me a $160,000 

MORTGAGE FOR UNDER $785 A MONTH! 

BAD CREDIT O.K. Suddenly it occurs to me 

what the trouble is: my muse, who usually sits 

on my right shoulder, isn’t there.

I turn my head to verify this, but age has lim-

ited my turn radius. If I try to go beyond a certain 

point I hear a disconcerting sound -- like some-

one eating celery. I haven’t seen my muse for 

years. I remember her as a small replica of my-

self and I wonder if she has aged along with 

me. But I have no way of knowing (Mirrors don’t 

record muses). Suddenly I feel a weight on my 

shoulder. She’s back! But my relief 

turns to irritation when I hear a 

smacking sound.

What are you eating?

Cheese Doodles (a trickle of orange crumbs 

down my chest verifies this).

How many times have I told you I’m tired of 

going around with one greasy shoulder? 

Not to worry. I’m about to leave anyway.

Panic. Leave? Where are you going?

On a cruise. Some other muses and I de-

cided we need a vacation from you whiny writers 

and your “writer’s block.” You all seem to think 

just one day without your deathless prose will 

posemore of a threat to the world’s well-being 

than global warming.

A sudden light feeling on the shoulder and 

she is gone. Cruise indeed! I can imagine the 

muses whooping it up at the ship’s bar.There’s a 

big burly man-muse at the bar’s end (Norman 

Mailer?). “A round of drinks for everyone,” he 

bellows. This causes a woman-muse with long 

blonde hair to rouse herself (Ann Coulter?) 

“Round? Right. We should round up all the liber-

als and throw them overboard!” I’m sure there 

are other celebrities I could conjure up but my 

imagination fails me. In my muse-less funk I can 

only think of the writer who, when asked about 

his working habits, replied: “I just go to my desk 

every day and open a vein.”

So there you have it, folks. As Jerry Seinfeld 

might say, “This is a show about nothing.”

And you more discerning readers can see 

that this is indeed a blank page.  

Even if Frances kindly gussies it up with a 

fancy border, it still is - a blank page. . . 10             The Collingtonian       January 2006
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The gift-wrapping 

party the Outreach 

Committee held last 

month produced more 

gifts than one picture 

could show. 

Passersby peeked 

into the Game Room, 

saw Carol, Grace and 

Catherine, along with 

other members of the 

Outreach Committee, 

hard at work wrapping 

presents, and joined the 

fun.

 Each present was 

earmarked for an indi-

vidual family, whose 

names were supplied by Prince George’s 

County school counselors, and Catherine and 

Carol loaded the whole kit and caboodle into 

their car and delivered them.   

   All the gifts were contributed by Collington 

residents. Contributions of money were spent 

by Carol and Catherine, both retired teachers of 

young children, for appropriate gifts.

     Grace Langley provided a plenteous buffet. 

After all, gift wrapping is exacting, thirsty work.
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Playing Santa Claus

From left, Carol Kempske, Grace Langley and Catherine Hudson.

                                              Photo by Esie Seetoo



We have long known of 

former Collingtonian Tom 

Street’s interest in poetry. Even so, when he 

sends along a “Sestina,” a 32-line composition, 

we naturally assumed it to be an ode or such for 

some lady interest. Well, no. It’s a “new” intricate 

form of verse developed by the old troubadours  

of middle Europe commenting on the state of af-

fairs. Tom did a good job on his, we think, and  

we hope he wins a prize. He’s the brother of our 

Catherine Chilman.

•

Margaret Martin, who can easily tolerate poor 

TV reception at her retreat in Vermont, and 

maybe complicated poetry as well, sends a car-

toon depicting three computers busily turning out 

poetry, art and music. She may be appalled, as 

we are, but we should get braced for this.   

Something of a poet, herself, Margaret proved 

especially skilled in concocting good limericks in 

a hilarious competition with our late neighbor 

Richard Van Wagenen (RVWV).

•

Would the arrival of a new great grandson, a  

namesake no less, before he can stop it, call for 

a larger honorarium than the others got?

•

The large dining room on a recent Saturday 

evening accommodated nearly as many grand-

children as residents. Or so it seemed.

•

Subject for debate: “Resolved, that the guil-

lotine is the most humane form of capital punish-

ment.”  Which brings to mind the knowledgeable 

public speakers in our Auditorium who discourse  

glibly for a while on a subject of importance and 

then drop their voices as if confiding a secret, 

usually about foreign relations.  For us behind 

the third row, it still is.

•

Memorable Mots

Thereby hangs a tale.

A hoary head is a crown of glory.

Every fool will be meddling.

Look for the woman.

The buck stops here.

•

The passing scene:  Now that Tai Shan has 

met the public at the National Zoo, might we call 

the whole affair “panda-monium?” . . . With re-

laxed security at airports now, perhaps I can fly 

with my Australian boomerang that the aborigi-

nes hunt game with. No, it doesn’t ensure a re-

turn. . . Our guru Herb Gordon reveals that if it  

were not for stress, he wouldn’t have any energy 

at all. . . Sheila Bannon, Clinic manager, has  

done it again. There was no doubt as to the Sea-

son.

•

We hear of a new resident who chose 

Collington as a retirement place because of the 

interesting obituaries of those who had passed 

on. Be assured, there are plenty of us left.

•

“Tis the season for pills, bills and chills.

•

Also .  . .
                   By  Layne  Beaty
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