
 
            

      It was August, 1998, my first summer at 

Collington, and I was busy in the Flower Room, 

concentrating on an arrangement for the 

Clocktower lobby. I looked up at a smiling 

woman, standing beside the trash bin where we 

dispose of dead or wilting blooms. “Don’t mind 

me,” she said by way of introduction, “I’m the 

trash lady who rescues these for the cards I 

make and sell to residents, to benefit our 

Association.”  Trash to residents? Little did I 

know what beautiful designs Yetta makes; I buy 

them, then hate to give them up and send them 

only to best friends!

The Weisz apartment, 114, is full of Indian 

rugs, murals, a print of the Delacroix dancer, an 

unusual stone lamp, pillows with Weisz designs,

books and books overflowing, and Yetta’s paint-

ings piled up in every corner, hundreds of them.   

I wanted to wade in, greedily, to see all of  them. 

Yetta was an especially gifted teacher and  

(Continued on page 2)
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 Georgia Paine-Heldt

Georgia Paine-Heldt is an attractive 

diminutive woman who moves through 

Collington without leaving any wake.  She is 

not a recluse.  She is politely unapologetic, and 

private.  She, too, requires needling to speak 

about herself.  It is maddening!  Because you 

want to know more.

“I forget,” she says, “I don’t remember, I’m a 

lot older than you think.”

Her father was an engineer and the sociable 

family, all but Georgia, traveled a lot.  After 

raising her own children on Long Island, Geor-

gia worked for the American Field Service 

Quaker U.N. program in New York. Over her 

desk was a calendar with a picture of a bridge 

and a castle in France. That started her own 

personal odyssey, in France, Greece, Egypt, 

name them, two or three years at a time in each 

place.  

 She studied at the Corcoran in Washington

(Continued on page 3)

 Yetta Weisz

Art Is In The Eye of the Beholder
By Faith Jackson

   

February’s dreary days were brightened by the works of art hanging in our Corridor Galleries.  

Four talented women exhibited some of their work: Virginia Yager, ceramist; Florence Marion,  

who works with textiles and hung the show, and two widely different women  -- Georgia Paine-

Heldt and Yetta Weisz.



activist, who spoke her mind about her deep 

convictions, freely, let the chips fall wherever. 

Her bio on the wall beside her paintings will tell 

you about her travels with Morris in France, India 

and Australia as a Department of Labor official, 

Foreign Service officer and later Professor of 

Economics and International Labor Affairs (The 

Collingtonian, May 1977 ). 

    Yetta will tell you about her school teaching 

for special children and social work in Washing-

ton, and her many volunteer activities, including 

the International Rescue Committee during eight 

years in Paris; about serving as President of the 

American Women’s Club in New Delhi during 

their seven years in India, where she also be-

came involved in teaching special youngsters.   

She will tell you of a busy life, “full of such joy, 

and involvement,” she says. She will not dwell 

on the tragedy of losing a daughter, only of her 

deep pride in what that daughter accomplished 

in a short life.

  What Yetta will not talk about until you whee-

dle, plead, cajole and threaten, is her work as an 

artist. “I didn’t start to paint until I was 78,” she 

says.  “When we finally came home I couldn’t 

get used to living in America.  I had no friends 

left here because of all our travels.”  So she en-

rolled in Montgomery College Art Department, 

and took course after course, with many different 

teachers, absorbing their styles, abstract and re-

alistic, studying color in more than one course, 

“until I got it.”  

    And, she adds, whenever she was lonely in a 

new place, she walked and walked through 

every museum, gallery, and atelier, looking, ab-

sorbing, developing her own taste. In fact, “I was 

astounded,” she laughed, “at how much I saw  

that was awful. . .”  Yetta’s personal style has 

evolved, concentrating on nature, people, shape 

and color. Yetta is firm:  “Nobody can tell you 

what you see in art. Everybody sees differently.”   

Yetta sees better than most of us, believe me. 

Some of her paintings are luminous, mouth-wa-

tering.  Most of them are for sale.  I have my eye 

on two of them. The money goes to our Resi-

dents Association, and other charities. Yetta is 

giving back for what she has received, in an as-

tonishing life.
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And More - -

   Virginia Yager’s career as a ceramist was 

outlined by Faith Jackson in The Collingtonian, 

March 2003.

   Florence Marion, as head of our Creative 

Arts Committee, is active among Collington art-

ist who work in many media.  She describes 

her own work as “quilting,” but it goes far be-

yond that conventional concept.

    Flo makes sure the works of our many art-

ists are displayed in our Corridor Galleries.

                                                    The Editor



 as a child, went on to exhibit and win some 

prizes in Newton, Massachusetts, in Pittsburgh, 

Philadelphia and at open air shows in New York 

City’s Washington Square.  

She discovered the sculptor, Louise Nevel-

son, who became her mentor. Through her own 

great interest in archaeology here and in the 

Northern Neck of Virginia where she had her 

own studio, “Up the Creek” for years, Georgia  

found her own true medium.  

She works with Found Objects -- “find and 

use” -- out of which she builds her Constructions 

-- whatever she finds in the woods, the beach, 

behind houses, discarded household things, in 

work sites: driftwood, old boards which she 

paints flat black and mounts with picked-up ma-

terials which truly surprise.  She invites you to 

guess what they are.  I spotted two tabs from the 

top of beer cans.  What did the small wheels 

come from? Were those tubular things from a 

machine, something’s handle?  

To put them all together she uses her father’s 

tools which she has kept as he had them, con-

tained in a cherished small wooden case,

polished with wear, somewhat like a small pow-

der case, or horn. The top comes off and therein 

lie the small tools she needs. On her cottage

wall is a tall and narrow piece of wood she found 

with two holes in it.  She sculpted in bas relief, 

“Adam and Eve,” which she describes as

“Woman with no heart, Man with no mind.”  One 

of her most spectacular pieces is the Witch Doc-

tor Bringing Fire (is it straw? vines?) at right.

Everywhere you turn is an object that, under 

her adaptation, shows her critical eye and inge-

nuity.  For recreation she does needlepoint, not

usually of her design. 

     While she is no Christo, draping cities with 

golden fabric, Georgia brought down from the 

woods some intriguing stones, “glaciated rocks 

that tumbled down in the Ice Age.”  These were 

used when she and a group in the 2100 cluster 

solved the problem of a stream that sometimes 

flooded by transforming a “fault” into a very 

handsome “virtue!”

Georgia is very generous in her praise of 

other artists’ work; she has often traded pieces 

of her own with an artist whom she admires.  As 

I have three thumbs and nothing to trade, I am 

saving up for one of those remarkable Con-

structs.
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   Georgia Paine with a “creation.”
                                
                           Photo by Elsie Seetoo



Bob Elkin -- Country Boy
By Margaret Gundlach

An American Odyssey, transcontinental in its  

dimensions and steadfastly focused on ideals of 

community service, was vividly recreated by 

Robert Elkin in his recent talk “Country Boy 

Makes Good” in the Know Your Neighbor series.

His grandparents, Russian Jews who came 

to the village of Cobalt, Connecticut, ran a gen-

eral store catering to townspeople and farmers,  

where Bob and his siblings worked.  At the one-

room school he attended he was “an oddball,” -- 

the only kid who used the library, open two 

hours a week. Of his fifty high school class-

mates, he was the only one who went on to col-

lege.

At New York University he found himself ac-

cepted and immersed himself in the city’s rich 

cultural life. Its impact endured a lifetime. 

In Los Angeles, where he and his wife, both 

jobless, moved, his focus changed from busi-

ness administration to social work.  He earned a 

master’s degree in social welfare, specializing in 

community planning.  However, Sacramento, 

where he landed a job, proved to be a cultural 

desert.  

 It was on to St. Louis’s Health and Welfare 

Council “where I began to shift my career toward 

the management of nonprofit organizations,” he 

said.  Although he described St. Louis as “a  

most civilized place,” the East Coast beckoned 

and he took a job with the Child Welfare League 

of America in Washington, D.C.  Here he  

headed a project analyzing costs of child wel-

fare, an area hitherto unexplored. His experi-

ence in “managing and organizing human serv-

ices as well his skills in accounting, government 

analysis and computer applications” contributed 

to his success.  Meanwhile, he acquired a Ph.D. 

in public administration at American University.

Peat, Marwick, one of the country’s largest 

accounting firms, sought him out as a partner to  

develop their consulting practice in nonprofit or-

ganizations.  With reservations -- “I feared it 

might take me away from my ethical sense of 

service” -- he took the job which “proved to be 

the most exciting and satisfying segment of my 

career.”

Of his experience as a board member of the 

Arena Stage he said, “I loved it and was very 

proud of being part of the theater’s family.”  Re-

tired from Peat Marwick at 60, Bob took a ten-

ured associate professorship at the University of 

Maryland Baltimore.  “They were twelve happy 

and satisfying years.”

 But not all clouds have silver linings.  His son 

died of leukemia at age 41, and he and his wife 

subsequently divorced.  He has, he says, 

“reinvented myself in retirement.”  He tries to 

avoid stress, making family, including three 

grandchildren, a priority.  He and Freda Mauldin, 

who share cottage 4005, have been a committed 

couple for ten years.  
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The Senility Prayer

Grant me the senility to forget the people I 

never liked, the good fortune to run into the 

ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the differ-

ence.



A Super Birder
By Edward Behr

Among Collington craftsmen one stands out -- 

John Leitch, a carver of birds ranging from tiny 

hummingbirds to majestic swans.

On display in the Leitches’ cottage in the 

2000 cluster are samples of his carvings that  

amount to a small museum.  There are other wa-

ter birds including Canada geese, brant and 

mergansers.  There’s a  

flowered branch with 

hummingbirds perched 

on it (below).  

And a pair of goldfinches plus a mother blue-

bird with a baby.

John started his work years ago because he 

wanted to own bird carvings and didn’t want to 

pay their high prices.  When approaching retire-

ment, he gathered a group of bird carvers and 

they met weekly in nearby Croome, where he 

had a workshop on his son’s property.

After moving to Collington a few years ago, 

John began working seriously on his collection. 

He met with professional carvers and took paint-

ing lessons to make his birds look right. Then he 

built a porch on his cottage and enclosed it.  All  

around the room above the windows he put in 

shelves to show off his treasures.

In April 2002 the American Association of 

Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA) held  

a special gathering to celebrate the talents and 

creativity of our nation’s seniors.  There, in the 

Rayburn Office Building on Capitol Hill, they dis-

played the artwork created by 

Collington residents including 

two carved geese by John 

Leitch.

     Among his prize exhibits are 

a sleeping canvasback duck, a 

pair of common mergansers, a 

brant, a redhead, a pintail, a 

small goose and a pair of puffins  

(a copy of which he made for his 

neighbor, Aline Grayson).  On  

one wall of his cottage are no 

fewer than six swans of differing  

sizes.  Also on display are 

carved red-bellied woodpeckers, 

shown pecking away as they go 

up and down a pole.  Fellow 

residents Charles Trammell and 

Iladene Filer have bought copies of the original.  

And John also makes lapel pins composed of 

tiny birds and leaves (which the wearers are 

happy to pay for).

Even after all that he has produced, John is 

not finished with his work.  He is now creating 

carvings of two colorful favorites -- a bluebird 

and a Baltimore oriole.
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John Leitch stands proudly beside his carvings. Inset, at  
left, shows detail of one example.             

                                                     Photos by Elsie Seetoo



Universal Health Care
By Caryl Marsh

A group of Collingtonians concerned about 

the inadequacies and high cost of health care in 

the United States, organized “Advocates for Uni-

versal Health Care” at Collington some two 

years ago. Its 85 members have elected a board 

of directors of which Agnes Hatfield is president.

Keeping well-informed about health care leg-

islation is the main focus of the group, which lob-

bies both Maryland and Congressional legisla-

tors about pending legislation.

Last fall, the group gathered 150 signatures 

from residents and staff on a petition it for-

warded to Maryland Senators Barbara Mikulski 

and Paul Sarbanes.  The petition urged them to 

support a Health Care Access Resolution direct-

ing the Congress to enact legislation by 2005 

that would have provided access to comprehen-

sive health care for all Americans.

Each of the Senators sent a lengthy reply, 

thanking the group for its efforts and stating  

their firm endorsement of the need for health 

care for all.  Both urged the group to continue its 

contacts with them.

 Agnes Hatfield comments: “Unfortunately, 

we have not yet succeeded in getting effective 

measures at either the national or the state  

level.  But we will continue our efforts.”

The group invites all Collingtonians  -- both 

residents and staff -- to join the effort. In addition 

to Agnes, leaders of the Advocates for Universal  

Health Care are: Warren Pearse, vice-president 

of the board of directors; Miriam Tepfer, secre-

tary; Cynthia Parker, treasurer; Suzanne Em-

bree, in charge of programs; this writer, in 

charge of membership, and Robert Ball and 

Lynn Kleinfelder, members.

Marketing Group’s New Chair

Ann Holmes has been elected to chair the 

Marketing Committee, one of five Operating 

Committees of the Residents Association. Ann is 

experienced in the field, having worked with ad-

vertising agencies in New York City, Burlington, 

Vt. and Washington, D.C. She served as senior 

art director, responsible for the visual component 

of marketing, and later as creative director. She 

has worked with clients from the Nestlé Corpora-

tion to the Association of Hot Dip Galvanizers.  

Determining how a company wants to present it-

self in the marketplace is another of her areas of 

expertise.  

In a comprehensive memorandum to mem-

bers of the committee, Ann has outlined six spe-

cific areas in which residents can participate in 

Collington’s marketing effort. She plans a 

monthly newsletter, and is looking for a resident 

volunteer with computer skills to help put it out.  

Resident “Ambassadors” who would plan 

special events and act as hosts and hostesses is 

another project she proposes. She anticipates 

and solicits widespread resident participation in 

this effort.

Ann has established rapport with the LCS 

marketing representative at Collington, and LCS 

has offered its cooperation in producing the 

newsletter.

 “As you can see, there are lots of opportuni-

ties to get in your two cents about our marketing  

effort,” Ann says.  

That’s an invitation.                                F.K.

 6             The Collingtonian            March 2005



With the Peace Corps in Poland
By Frances Kolarek

Jane Becker’s jam and jelly business in the 

Columbia Heights area of Washington, D.C. was 

beginning to falter when her eye fell on an an-

nouncement that the Peace Corps was recruiting 

volunteers to go to Poland, Czechoslovakia and  

Hungary.  Jane applied, and in June of 1990 she 

found herself in Torum, Poland, the birthplace of 

Copernicus. “Never forget it,” she says with a 

smile.

There she stayed with a hospitable Polish  

family while undergoing three months of training 

in how to teach English as a second language.

Then it was off to Warsaw where her stu-

dents ranged in age between 17 and 19 years 

old.  Those with some background in English 

spoke with a British accent, learned from previ-

ous teachers from England and contact with the 

British Broadcasting Company programs.   

Warsaw, however, offered little vacant hous-

ing. In nine months she lived in six different  

places without having found a place she could  

afford.  The school year over, Jane applied for a 

transfer and was sent to Radom, a city which   

once had been largely Jewish and had suffered 

during the Holocaust, she says.  There she 

spent a good year, doing some traveling around 

the country, and teaching.  The Peace Corps 

gave its volunteers a travel allowance, Jane  

says, so that they could explore the country and 

better understand it.  Of her own efforts to learn 

some Polish, her teacher commented:  “Miss 

Becker, you don’t say much in Polish, but 

what you do say, you say very well.”

About the food, Jane remarked:  “It’s a heart  

attack on a plate,” 

explaining that the heavy cabbage and pork 

dishes and the dumplings were not a part of her 

normal diet. Of lard there was aplenty. But fruit,  

she says, was not easy to find.

Her two years up, she returned to the States.  

“It was wonderful,” she now says of the experi-

ence. “Just wonderful.”

 •
Jeremy Jackson, Oceanographer

Jeremy B.C. Jackson, son of Collington’s 

Faith Jackson, spoke last month at the Smith-

sonian’s Natural History Museum.  Jeremy is 

Professor of Oceanography and director of the 

Geosciences Research Division of Scripps Insti-

tution of Oceanography, University of California 

at San Diego.  His field of interest and concern is 

the declining state of the oceans on our planet, 

resulting in the destruction of coral reefs and the 

extinction of many phyla.

 His was the first in a series of Gant lectures, 

named for the generous contributors to the 

Smithsonian’s Hall of the Oceans planned for its 

Natural History Building.
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Back Home:

 Flanked by Ameri-

can and Polish flags, 

Jane  Becker, with a 

Polish-American 

fellow-member of the 

Peace Corps, walks 

in President Clinton’s 

1993 inaugural pa-

rade.



A “Wise Elder”

Make no plans for February 9, 2006. The day 

will be devoted to the celebration of Margaret 

Martin Day, so ordained at a recent gathering of 

statisticians and others.

When Margaret was invited last month to talk 

to newcomers to the Census Bureau staff as a 

“Wise Elder” -- one of a group of experienced 

people who once served in the Bureau of the 

Budget -- she was not expecting the honor.   

“Wise Elders” are periodically invited to talk to  

Census Bureau rookies about problems they 

may meet and need to solve.

Margaret talked about “the interface between 

statistics and policy and encountering the unex-

pected.”  She recalled that in her days at the Bu-

reau of the Budget -- now known as the Office of 

Management and Budget -- unemployment fig-

ures, for example, that came out of one agency 

did not necessarily agree with figures from an-

other agency. Margaret worked to help resolve 

such differences, contributing to consistency. 

After the Q and A period, Fritz Scheuren, an 

old colleague, rose, not for a question, but for a 

presentation.  As the 100th president of the  

American Statistical Association he thought it 

appropriate that he present to the 75th president 

-- our Margaret -- a plaque honoring her service 

to the Association.  Margaret tells us that the 

Statistical Association is among the very oldest 

professional organizations in the country, having 

been established in 1839. “So there’s been 

plenty of time to have many, many presidents,” 

she adds.

                         

Katherine Kendall Honored, Again

March 1 will find our Katherine Kendall at 

Hunter College in New York attending a gala 

dinner honoring her 95th birthday.  

The event is a fundraiser to benefit the en-

dowment fund of the Katherine A. Kendall Insti-

tute of International Social Work Education 

which is an initiative of the Council on Social 

Work Education.

Now that we have climbed that mountain, 

what’s it about?  

“The poverty of developing nations, stagger-

ing levels of disease, lack of access to health 

care, employment, clean water and peaceful co-

existence with one’s neighboring countries” -- 

these are all problems the Council on Social  

Work Education wants to tackle through the ac-

tivities of the international institute named for  

Katherine.

And Katherine Kendall’s role in this organiza-

tion across the years has won her many honors 

and accomplished many goals.  Congratulations,  
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  An artist with a camera, Judith Shaw caught this 
February scene at our lake.



In-House Impresario
By Sheila Hollies

Anyone who has attended any sort of event 

in the auditorium, be it a lecture, a film showing, 

a concert or a play, has no doubt 

noticed that there is always a 

shadowy figure at work behind the 

scenes.  He is the guru of the 

audiovisual amenities and has 

been involved since Collington  

first opened its doors. We call on 

Franklin Newhall whenever there 

is a problem with lighting, when 

the sound system needs tuning, 

when we want a film shown or 

when we want a program taped for future broad-

cast on channel 25.  These functions were rela-

tively simple in the early days here, but now 

Franklin has half a dozen elves available to as-

sist him in his endeavors. It is hard to image how  

we would manage without his skill and patience.

Another valuable service provided by Frank-

lin is his special gift to Collington. He selects and 

rents the movies which are shown here each 

week. He worries lest he is not making choices  

that appeal to our residents, and is planning to 

give up this responsibility, at least temporarily.  

We hope this will truly be a short-term respite for  

him; he has provided us with a wide variety of 

both recent and “oldie” films, and over time has 

surely managed to please everyone at one time 

or another!

Franklin was born in Chicago, grew up in 

Michigan, returned to his native city to earn his 

bachelor’s degree at the U. of C., and then 

worked for three years at U.S. Steel.  With  the 

advent of World War II, he went back to Chicago  

for meteorology training and later military serv-

ice, which covered much of Africa.  At the end of 

the war, he entered Iowa State for a degree in 

Agricultural Climatology and service with the 

U.S. Weather Bureau in Washington, D.C. and  

elsewhere.  Finally, in 1950 he 

joined the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture and for the next 30 years 

predicted the occurrence of soil 

moisture, first for the Agriculture 

Research Service and later the  

Soil and Water Conservation Serv-

ice.  He worked in Beltsville,  

Hyattsville and Lanham, which 

meant it was only a hop, skip and 

a jump for him when the time 

came for him to move to Collington.

One of the first projects he was involved with 

here was our dam, for which he served as hy-

drologist in identifying a problem of leakage from 

the lake and helping devise the means of resolv-

ing the difficulty.

Franklin has outlived three wives, but re-

mains a modest and perhaps even shy person.   

He is a valued member of our community, and 

we hope he continues to serve it for many more 

years.
•
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 Understanding Engineers

  To the optimist, the glass is half full. 

To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. 

To the engineer, the glass is twice as big 

as it needs to be.



A Ninety-Fifth birthday bash for Maurice 

Bernbaum, organized by his children Marcy and 

Edward with their children last month, featured 

an entertaining “This is Your Life” presentation.  

Some fifty-odd friends and colleagues from his 

distinguished diplomatic career joined with his 

brother, other family members and his new 

friends at Collington.  They exchanged memo-

ries and extended their respects and best 

wishes to the honoree.  Maurie’s grandchildren 

snapped pictures and helped take care of their 

grandfather’s guests.

On the following evening, Maurie’s son, an 

author, mountaineer and scholar, spoke on  

“Sacred Mountains of the World.”  His talk was 

accompanied by slides of mountain-climbing ad-

ventures up the world’s highest and most chal-

lenging mountains.

�

Bruce Shelton -- to whom a tip of the hat and  

many thanks are owed -- pitched in to repair our 

four “Gators,” small tractors to which snow plows  

are attached, in time for them help clear recent 

snowfalls.  Bruce’s job description doesn’t in-

clude this kind of mechanical work. He just has 

the talent and the willingness.  As snows fell, 

every hand in Facilities was issued a shovel. 

Thanks to a united effort, our roads, driveways 

and walkways were kept clear. And a bow to the 

kitchen staff which stayed open to supply hot 

drinks to the cold and weary workers.

�

As income tax season is upon us, a load of 

thanks to those Collingtonians who offer their 

help and advice to fellow residents in completing   

returns.  Call either Roger Dixon, Ext. 7297;  Art 

Longacre, Ext. 7291; Walter Sharp, Ext. 7586; or 

Jack Yale, Ext. 5139.  They’ll do your whole re-

turn, or offer helpful advice if you do your own.

�

Sheila Givan, Cottage 5002, during her  

short time with us has become active in the 

Health Services, Dining and Marketing commit-

tees.  A graduate of Roosevelt Hospital of Nurs-

ing and Columbia University, she joined her pe-

diatrician husband, now deceased, in opening  

his practice.  She is often seen with a bevy of 

grandchildren who love to visit here and enjoy 

our dining room.  Three of her children live in the 

area and there are nine grandchildren.

�

Collington attracts people with unique talents.  

Meet Clara and Bill Fetters who have moved into  

cottage 5017.  Clara is not only an accomplished 

musician but a stained glass designer who left 

some of her finest work behind in their former  

home.  Bill, an avid tennis player, is a mathe-

matical statistician who worked for the Air Force 

and Navy, after which he spent twenty years at 

the National Center for Educational Statistics in 

the Department of Education.  A genealogy buff, 

he has written and published seven family his-

tory books  -- 2,800 pages altogether -- and is 

working on an eighth.

�
 10          The Collingtonian          March 2005

Helen  Gordon’s Goings On



Jeanne Beekuis, with a long career as an 

economic consultant specializing in tourism and 

area development, moved into Cottage 5010 in 

January.  Her volunteer work includes serving  

as a director of Friends of the National Zoo, trus-

tee of Goucher College and work with the Textile 

Museum.  Welcome, Jeanne.

�

Picture Framing at the Op Shop?

Yes, indeedy.  And what a boon that is.  The 

shop has hundreds of frames -- ornate gilded 

ones or simple plastic ones, light or dark wood.  

You can have a custom mat made, and when it’s  

all put together and the back sealed, you have a 

professional job.  A donation for labor is re-

quested -- á la Woodshop. Hilda Jay, Ext. 7273, 

will be on hand by appointment if you want to 

bring your pictures in and consult with her.  

And if you have more wall space than pic-

tures, the Op Shop can accommodate your 

needs from their diverse collection.

Too many pictures?  Give ’em to the Op 

Shop.  They’ll find a new home for your old art.  

�

Another artist!  Peter Wilson joins the ranks.  

A professional sculptor, she taught the skill to 

emotionally disturbed children.  In addition, she  

worked in the field of social work, serving for 

eight years as a psychiatric social worker at Cor-

nell’s New York hospital.  Her resume includes 

service with welfare groups, civic associations 

and lobbying groups. 

She and her husband, who has not yet re-

tired from his métier, both spent two years in 

Ethiopia, where he headed our 700-member 

Peace Corps contingent.  Don continues to chair 

Lessac Technologies, Inc., a new audio books 

software company.  A graduate of Yale and Co-

lumbia Law School, he was the first president of 

Lexis-Nexis (Google it, you’ll get an education). 

�

If you thought you saw ski tracks in one of  

our light February snows, your eyes did not de-

ceive.  Pat Brubaker can’t resist getting her 

cross-country skis out at the first hint of a snow-

fall.  That one, though, was almost too light to 

make it worth the trouble, she says.   

  And Judith Shaw took a picture of some 

other tracks -- these made by a resident rabbit, 

of which we have many.

�

Leila Wilson has  been elected to serve as  

District Representative for the Arbor, Brandy-

wine, Chesapeake, Potomac and Shenanadoah 

wings of the Health Center.

�
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Also .  . .
                    By  Layne  Beaty

Mary Olmsted, former U.S. Ambassador to 

Papua New Guinea, has an artfully arranged ar-

senal of small tribal-type weapons mounted on 

the wall of her sitting room.  It is probably of little 

interest to the Department of Homeland Secu-

rity, but no doubt Mary could easily fend off a 

persistent committee recruiter.

•
Very well received was the fascinating lec-

ture here last month on “Sacred Mountains of 

the World.”  Using a few slides, and obviously 

devoted to his subject, Edwin Bernbaum (son of 

our retired Ambassador Maurice Bernbaum) ex-

plained the holy status (by several religions) of 

many peaks around the world.  Fittingly, he  

didn’t mention our own Mount St. Helens which, 

notwithstanding its holy-sounding monicker, has 

behaved in a very unholy manner.  He was here 

also to help celebrate his Dad’s 95th birthday.

•
Why does the news of the tsunami and other 

recent disasters keep reminding us of the never-

ending tidal wave of paper that keeps coming at  

us from many sources?  Could we maybe all  

just adopt a tree?

•
Small world dep’t:  Walter Ristow and I had 

the same collegiate roommate, a few years and 

hundreds of miles apart.

•

Last month fellow scribe Gloria Ericson told 

us about discovering a “jock strap” (athletic sup-

porter) in Security’s lost and found bin with nary 

a clue as to how it got there, or who lost it.  Let 

us just regard it as “Victor’s Secret.”

•
Memorable Mots

“Beware the ides of March.”
“Just a sec . . .”

“Please continue to hold.”

“What part of no don’t you understand?”

“Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers.”

•
Who among us males can match the social 

life of Joe Hysan?  Almost any evening he can 

be found in the Ivy Room happily into an after-

dinner card game with a bevy of the fairer sex.    

His love of music surfaces easily, too. He has a 

large collection of hummable recordings at 

home, and can produce from his pocket a list of 

favorite sing-alongs if an active pianist attacks 

the nearby keys.

•
Herb Gordon, our wordsmith-at-large, says 

that negligent means the condition in which you 

answer the door in your nightgown.

•
The Passing Scene:  Resident Kay Swift 

delivering mail, etc., to folks in the health units,  

sometimes in late evening. . .   Motorized Secu-

rity patrol slowing to monitor progress of cane-

bearing resident along icy path.

•
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