
By Robert Elkin
 
   For the past several weeks, Collington’s 

corridor galleries have featured some dazzling 

photographs by members of the Bowie-Crofton 

Camera Club. Ann Krumrein, an active 

member of the Club who is well known to 

Collingtonians for her exercise classes, curated 

the show and she modestly did not include any 

of her own notable work.  

 Ann has just received signal recognition 

with the selection of her black and white image, 

“Sarah Seated.” She was one of 40 artists 

among 171 whose work will be shown at the  

Maryland Federation of Art’s exhibition “Go 

Figure” in their Baltimore Gallery. Wilford Scott,   

of the National Gallery of Art, made the 

selections.

     Ann’s choices for the Collington show range 

widely -- from this highly original view of the 

National Gallery’s East Wing (right) taken by our 

own Pat French, to a façade at the ancient city 

of Petra. 

     Last November this same show hung in the 

Bowie City Hall where the club is annually 

invited. The seventeen artists represented 

range from semi-professionals to beginners.

Although Pat French has been taking 

photographs all of her life, she became more 

focused on photography after joining the Bowie-

Crofton Camera Club about two years ago. Her 

work is familiar to Collingtonians through her 

handsome greeting cards, sold for the benefit of 

the Residents Association Endowment Fund 
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Pat French took this unusual view of the wedge-
shaped East Wing of the National Gallery of Art 
designed by I.M. Pei for a difficult triangular site.    

        Photography --  An Art Form Coming into Its Own



through the Creative Arts displays and the 

Country Store.

     A highly-qualified judge of ice skating, Pat 

travels the world to pursue this professional 

interest.

    Collingtonians first discovered Ann 

Krumrein’s fascination with photography a year 

or so ago when she exhibited a group of 

pictures taken on a trip to Italy. Ann says that 

she has focused on photography for only the 

past five years. Earlier, she was a painter and 

ceramicist. 

     Ann has been working for over a decade to 

convert her lifetime interest in exercise into a 

career, specializing in work with the elderly. For 

five years, she has taught the popular fitness 

classes here that span a variety of physical 

skills. She believes strongly in the importance of 

exercise at any age and for all levels of ability. 

She feels that her exercise helps her stay 

centered for her busy life.

 Although born in Massachusetts, Ann has 

lived in Prince George’s County for about 40 

years. She has three children and, in a few 

months, her tenth grandchild will be born in 

Houston. Her husband is now retired from the 

Prince George’s Community College where, as 

a working artist, he maintained the sculpture 

and ceramics programs for 30 years.

•

Talent Show Wins Wide Acclaim

Widely judged the best Talent Show ever, 

the February event ran the gamut from a 

comical recitation by Don Paradis to animal 

sounds by Betty Ann Swanson to songs by the 

Blues and Booze Gals.  

Lots of jokes kept us laughing, music kept 

our mood swinging high. Louis Dolbeare read  

poetry that took us to such heights that few, if 

any, could follow. 

Dick Morris, Charlie and Dottie’s talented 

son, sang Tevye’s “If I Were a Rich Man” from 

Fiddler on the Roof.

Names new to the show’s roster included 

Jack Yale, Bill Knight and Ricky Evans.

It all added up to an honest-to-goodness 

Variety Show. And we congratulate Marcia Behr 

on her professionalism and effort. Thanks a 

heap, Marcia, for a great evening.
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Volunteering is in Fran Dutton’s DNA. She is 

pretty, warm and outgoing. Rarely do you know 

when she is unhappy. When she came to 

Collington five years ago she was miserable; 

homesick for her lovely home on Jug Bay,    

bought by the Park Service when they left. She 

missed her scores of friends and volunteer ac-

tivities. She walked, long hours, often with Misty, 

her aging black Lab, all over the campus, rain or 

shine. 

What transformed her attitude was the addi-

tion of a large sunny room to their cottage, 

where she could have morning coffee and read 

the newspaper. Filling her new room with color, 

with indoor plants, and having a little garden out-

side, she finally made Collington her home.   

Here, “in retirement,” Fran is one of five 

women in Jane Engels’ “Friendly Visitors,” 

who call on people in assisted living. She takes 

part in the Friday Sing-along (see p.10). 

She is a Housing Area Leader; belongs to the 

Outreach Committee, “where we do wonderful 

things.” Recently, Fran and representatives from 

the Outreach Committee took a donation from 

Collington to Ardmore Enterprises, an organiza-

tion that helps the mentally retarded (see 

Collingtonian, Sept. 2005). Back in the late 70’s 

Fran had volunteered there, and later, so had 

her daughter, Jan Dutton, while she was going to 

University of Maryland -- mother-daughter conti-

nuity. 

Then, don’t forget the Tail Waggers. It 

started when Gertrude Mitchell had to go away 

for a weekend and Fran took care of her dog,  

Mundy. Then came others. Owners bring dog,        

(Continued on page 4)
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At Home with the Duttons
By Faith Jackson

Photo by Elsie Seetoo



(Continued  from page 3)

the needed food, Linus blanket and toys. Fran 

will not go to houses to feed pets and leave 

them alone, so owners bring their dogs to her. 

This is strictly pro bono.  Fran refuses money.

In order to really understand Fran Dutton,  

you have to know her husband Bud, too. Fran 

Wilson was born, raised and married in Charles-

ton, South Carolina, then divorced, with two 

young daughters, Sherry and Jan. One night she 

went out to dinner with a girl friend and met Bud 

Dutton. Bud, a Yankee type, had come down 

from Chicago to be the Director of Planning for 

the Charleston County Planning Board.

 A Park and Planning man from way back, he 

was always a problem solver. “Fran,” he said, 

“you’ve told me how much you want to go to 

college. . .”  Did she ever! Growing up so poor, 

Fran says, they didn’t know there was a 

Depression. Nobody in the family could consider 

much higher education. 

Four months later, bride, groom, Sherry, Jan 

and Bud’s son Chris, went to Florida for the hon-

eymoon.  

In 1957 Bud was offered the job of Director of 

the American Institute of Planning in Washing-

ton. Fran tells that Bud wrote to the girls’ “Aun’ 

agassa” – so help me that’s the way “Aunt 

Agatha”sounded to these up-north ears -- to get 

advice on where to locate.   

Aunt Agatha swept them up to live with her:  

“Pay what you like, don’t rush, stay for as long 

as you like.”  There they stayed in her big house 

on Sixteenth Street until Fran became pregnant 

with Karen, in 1959, and the Duttons moved to 

their own first house in University Park here in 

Prince George’s County. 

Fran put the kids in nearby schools, joined 

the church and three different PTA’s, started her 

own twelve-year slog to a B.A. in sociology at the 

University of Maryland, mostly on the Dean’s 

List, and began her serious involvement with 

volunteerism. She always tells first about the in-

dividual person needing help, then how much it 

meant to her when, for instance, after teaching a 

man to read, he said to her, “Now I can get a li-

brary card and read to my son.” There are many 

other proud stories.

Fran was a paid part time aide in the Depart-

ment of Aging’s Foster Grandparents Program. 

“It was the best buck the federal government 

ever spent,” she says.    

She continued to volunteer on the side with 

programs like Progressive Equestrian Therapy, a 

program for the handicapped. When she re-

ceived her degree in 1971, the Department of  

Aging hired Fran as a full time director. She re-

tired in 1988.

Volunteering has brought her into many 

fields, working in such different areas as hos-

pice, cerebral palsy, mental health and literacy.

“I’ve spent my life up here, living, working 

and volunteering in Prince George’s County, and 

loved every minute of my time,” she sums up her 

experience. That’s the other part of Fran’s DNA:  

joy.
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 When Maya Peretz lost her hearing some 

years ago and was forced to give up teaching, 

she turned to poetry to bring some music into 

her life. She explored the works of Polish poet 

Wislawa Szymborska who won the Nobel Prize 

for Literature in 1996. Of Polish origin herself, 

(boundaries of Poland have challenged map-

makers for generations) Maya summoned the 

courage to try translating her compatriot’s 

poems into English -- see the sample below.

In time, surgery restored Maya’s hearing.

She moved to Collington last year with her  

husband Don, a native Baltimorean whose family 

came to this country from Jerusalem. They  

share apartment 2111 with Rudy, a Bull mastiff.

And, as so often happens here, Don discov-

ered that Pat Battin, an old colleague at SUNY in 

Binghamton, was a Collington neighbor.   
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A Man’s Housekeeping

Wislawa Szymborska translated by Maya Peretz

He is one of those men who does everything himself.

You must love him along with his cupboards and shelves,

With what’s on top, inside, and what’s underneath.

There is nothing you couldn’t do something with.

Screwdrivers, drills, hammers, wrenches, pairs of pliers,

Balls of string, coils, and umbrella wires.

Squeezed out tubes, dried out glue, jars with a muddy bottom

An assortment of pebbles from a picnic last autumn,

An alarm clock, a dead bug in a soap dish, a carafe

with a hand-painted skull and an autograph,

two-by-fours, long and short, plugs, gaskets, a stake,

three quail feathers picked up years ago at the lake,

some champagne bottle corks stuck in cement,

two glasses smoked during an experiment,

a pile of small boards and sticks, cartons and screws,

for which there was or might be found some use,

wooden and metal handles, pieces of wool and string,

a variety of keys and nails, and a young boy’s sling.

Could we, I asked, throw some of this out, by chance?

The love of my life replied with a stony glance.

 The Courage of Maya Peretz  -- Translator of Poetry



Bones -- Give Them TLC
By Gloria Ericson

“Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones...” 

Remember that amusing little ditty? In reality, of 

course, there’s nothing amusing about dry, po-

rous bones. We’re talking osteoporosis here: 

that scourge that attacks older people 

(particularly women) and like a thief in the night 

can rob them of mobility and independence. We 

here at Collington represent the age group most 

vulnerable to this disorder, and most of us worry 

that we have it or may get it and wonder what 

we can do to help prevent it. Thus we were most 

fortunate that the Speakers Committee invited 

Professor Lawrence E. Shulman to talk to us. He 

is the former Director of the National Institute of 

Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases 

of NIH. Suzanne Embree, who introduced him, 

waved two sheets of paper with single-spaced 

typing, listing his credentials -- too many to enu-

merate, she said. Professor Shulman describes 

osteoporosis as a “disease characterized by low 

bone mass and deterioration of bone tissue, 

leading to enhanced bone fragility and a conse-

quent increase in fracture risk.” Eight million 

women and two million men in the United States 

suffer from the disease, and 34 million persons 

have osteopenia, a predisposition to osteoporo-

sis.

Those particularly at risk: females, Cauca-

sians, people with low body weight, those who 

engage in cigarette smoking and/or heavy alco-

hol consumption, those with eating disorders.

For both the prevention and treatment of 

osteoporosis, Prof. Schulman recommends eat-

ing food high in calcium, which doesn’t mean 

only dairy products -- sardines and collard 

greens are also good sources. He recommends 

supplements too: 1500 mg of calcium a day. 

Calcium in the form of calcium citrate is best be-

cause it is easily absorbed. Vitamin D, which we 

can get from exposure to sunlight, is also impor-

tant, but Prof. Shulman says that after the age of 

71 we should also take a supplementary 600 IU 

a day. Citrical has both calcium and Vitamin D.

Fragile bones can increase the risk of falling 

so Prof. Shulman recommends exercise to 

strengthen the bones. Weight-bearing exercise is 

best. And perhaps the only upside of obesity is 

that heavy people are inclined to have stronger 

bones than the more svelte.

Prof. Shulman’s talk was most informative as 

were his answers to questions: Yes, lack of milk 

in childhood can cause bone loss. Yes, it’s possi-

ble to take too much calcium (2,500 mg would be 

too much). Yes, osteoporosis and osteoarthritis 

have a relationship --an inverse one. A person 

having arthritis is not likely to have osteoporosis.
•

Remembering Charles Trammell

   Among Collington’s earliest residents, 

(Class of 1989) Pat and Charlie Trammell always 

cut a figure as they entered the dining room, Pat 

in one of her stylishly put together get-ups and 

Charlie, dapper with his cane.

     We can thank Charlie for many tedious 

months of toil with the Maryland authorities that 

led to our having Collington Lake. And then, with 

George Dankers, an old friend, he helped  

launch the model Skipjack races we all enjoyed 

for a number of years. 6                 The Collingtonian         March 2006



Under New Management

PCSeniors -- what the heck is that?? -- is 

under new management and Mac Shawe 

plans to rip away the veil of mystery sur-

rounding the computer during lessons that 

are given in Cottage 4102.

If you are over 60, a wholly volunteer or-

ganization called PCSeniors will teach you  

how to make your computer do what YOU 

want it to do. 

Lessons are reasonably priced: $30.00 gets 

you acquainted with the computer, introduces 

you to word processing, the use of a database 

and a spreadsheet. All this while working right at 

a computer in a small class with an expert at 

your elbow. This basic course runs from March 7 

through March 17, four days a week, and meets 

from 9:30 to noon. After this, “mouse,” “cut-and-

paste” and other computer jargon will flow trip-

pingly from the tongue.

After this mandatory introductory session, 

you are ready to spread your wings, approach 

the computer without panic and go for Word 

Processing 2, another $30 afternoon session 

from March 22 through 24. Here you will learn 

how to create your own letterhead and lots more 

with Microsoft Word 2002.

Or, if you use Windows XP, you can refine 

your skills and learn how “to customize your 

computer” at a course that runs for three days 

from March 22 through 24 from 9:30 to noon.

Now you are ready to explore the mysteries 

of your digital camera for three days from 9:30 to 

noon, March 17 through 29. And follow that up 

with instruction about e-mail and the Internet 

($30), for three days from March 29 through 31 

in the afternoon.   

There are classes in April that cover the 

same material. Full details of the program are 

yours for the asking at the PCSeniors office in 

Cottage 4102 or by calling 7571.

The classes are open to all older people 

throughout Prince George’s County and are ad-

vertised in the local newspapers.  We on campus 

are lucky.  The classroom is just around the cor-

ner. All classes are taught by highly-trained, sea-

soned volunteers.  

Isn’t it time you got some USE out of that ma-

chine? 

•

Welcome to the Lidens

  “I used to go dove huntin’ on this land, long 

before Collington ever came along,” says Conrad 

Liden who last month moved into Apartment 226 

with his wife Marjorie. Originally from Federals-

burg on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Conrad 

attended University of Maryland, and it was then 

that he got to know Prince George’s County. Af-

ter graduation he spent thirty years teaching at 

the University. Marjorie is an active member of 

the DAR. The couple moved from their home in 

Adelphi.
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Health Services Committee
By Anne Stone

RoAnne Hartfield and Sheila Givan, respec-

tively Chair and Vice Chair of the Collington resi-

dents’ Health Services Committee, have high 

praise for Sheila Singletary, Director of Nursing, 

and Rhea Gilliam, Administrator of Health Serv-

ices: “Both are exceptionally well qualified and a 

joy to work with. We are lucky to have them.”

Well, Collingtonians, we must also count our-

selves lucky to have an energetic, forward-think-

ing Health Services Steering Committee that is 

rich in talent, enterprise, cooperative spirit, and 

experience. Three of its seven current members 

-- Gertrude Mitchell, Sheila, and RoAnne are 

nurses; indeed, RoAnne has a doctorate in nurs-

ing science and ran the American Nurses Asso-

ciation’s continuing education programs for 

years. Jean Todd is a physician. Of the lay-per-

sons, Bud Dutton is the fiscal oversight maven, 

Carolyn Browning continues in her valuable role 

as secretary, and Anne Novotsky brings the vital 

perspective and experience of the health care 

“consumer.”

Since it would probably take a whole issue of 

the Collingtonian to cover this team’s activities, 

we can but hit the highlights.

Projects already in place include:

• A “situation” report form for Collingtonians 

who have compliments or complaints about any 

of our health services and a process to ensure 

that there’s follow-up and follow-through on any 

problems reported by residents. These forms 

can be found on the Residents Association table 

in the Library or on a table near the elevators on 

the fourth floor, or by calling ext. 7386.

 • A revised “suggestion card” that is placed 

in each resident’s room in the Creighton Center.

 •  The “red cart,” which weekly carries free 

books and magazines, as well as toiletries, to 

residents of the Creighton Center. Jean Todd 

spearheaded this innovation with the help of the 

Library Committee.

Projects underway include:

•  Working with the staff and Harriet Simons 

and Carol Kempske on plans for the Creighton 

Center Open House and tour in April.

•  Making an inventory of residents’ rooms on 

the fourth floor of the Health Center and deter-

mining what updating is required.

•  Working with Resident Services Director 

Judy Reilly to activate a re-equipped barber-

beauty shop in the Arbor.

Looking ahead:  

After refurbishing fourth floor rooms, the 

group wants to help recreate the roof garden as 

a pleasant outdoor sitting area. 

 Continuing in the tradition of its former chair, 

Miriam Tepfer, the Committee sees as one of its 

primary missions to educate Collington residents 

about health, wellness, and disease prevention 

and treatment.Working with Doctors Hospital, it 

sponsors expert speakers on health topics of in-

terest at monthly education sessions. Moreover, 

the Committee welcomes our suggestions for 

speakers or subjects -- in fact, since all Colling-
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Health Services Committee, we are encouraged 

to become involved in any or all its endeavors.

We can, for example, attend its meetings  -- 

held on the third Thursday of each month -- and 

offer our ideas and suggestions.We’re also wel-

come to attend the Steering Committee’s meet-

ings on the first Tuesdays of every month (call 

RoAnne if you’re interested). And we’re urged to 

volunteer our help with one or more of the Com-

mittee’s projects.  

RoAnne and Sheila emphasize that the com-

mittee could not succeed without both the full co-

operation it enjoys with the leadership of the pro-

fessional staff and the involvement of Collington 

residents. RoAnne says: “By volunteering to 

share in the Committee’s work, you will enable 

all of us to have more time to enjoy a healthy re-

tirement.”

•

Neil Grammer, Board Member

Collington Board member Neil Grammer 

doesn’t use the term “sandwich generation” to 

describe himself, but it is apropos. He and his 

wife, Lisa, both professionals with full-time jobs, 

are bringing up two small boys even as they 

worry about ensuring the comfort and security of 

Neil’s widowed mother as she ages. He says 

that no one prepares the children of aging par-

ents for the responsibilities and challenges they 

may face. 

Neil agreed to add Collington Board respon-

sibilities to an already pretty full plate because, 

he says, he wants “to help move forward a com-

munity that [he is] convinced is an essential part 

of the solution to accommodating the needs of 

America’s growing number of older people and 

their families.”

A 1987 graduate of Hampton University with 

highest honors, Neil is a CPA with impressive 

experience in a variety of industries. Now the Di-

rector of Internal Audit and Business Risk for In-

terstate Hotels & Resorts in Alexandria, he was 

previously the Director of Business Risk Services 

for AmeriChoice, which provides managed care 

for Medicaid recipients in 13 states. Neil says 

that while his background is in finance, he con-

siders himself more “operational,” by which he 

means that his particular expertise and interest 

are in clarifying the objectives of an institution, 

putting carefully designed processes in place to 

meet those objectives, and devising “scorecards” 

by which one can measure how well those proc-

esses are working. It would be hard to come up 

with a set of skills more suited to service on the 

Collington Board and its Health Policy Commit-

tee.  

Collington’s board, which he joined last Fall, 

is by no means Neil’s first experience with volun-

teer community service. He has served as a 

member of the United Way of the National Capi-

tal Area, on that organization’s Rodney Slater 

Task Force for Ethics and Financial Operations, 

and, most recently, as Vice Chair of the United 

Way of Prince George’s County.

Neil has been married for more than 14 

years to Lisa Hart Grammer, also a CPA, who is 

assistant comptroller of a nonprofit development 

corporation. They and their sons, 4-year-old 

Brandon and 3-year-old Wesley, live in Adelphi, 

here in Prince George’s County. Neil was recom-

mended for our board by board member June 

Vartukian of Trinity Parish, whose son has long 

been one of his closest friends.                   A.S.
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“Shine on, shine on  

harvest moon. . .”  “We 

were sailing along on 

Moonlight Bay. . .”  

It’s Friday afernoon and 

Sing-along time in the Arbor, Collington’s wing  

where residents suffering memory loss live.  

Residents from the Health Center’s assisted liv-

ing unit join the group, and even if some of the 

25 to 30 people present don’t join in the singing, 

faces light up. Lips silently form words of songs 

learned long ago and stored in deep memory.

Chuck Dell, who has long been a force be-

hind this volunteer project, has eight singers on 

the roster, and responsibility for choosing and 

leading Golden Oldies at each session rotates 

among them. Ruth Coale-Turner, Ginge Peddle, 

Marion Henry, Judith Shaw, Fran Dutton, Doris 

Harris and I take turns organizing the programs, 

while Ricky Evans and Carol Kempske alternate 

at the piano, backed up by clarinetist Charlie 

Morris.

Charlie is one of several volunteers who  

contribute the solos and readings that inter-

sperse the singing -- Ginge strumming her uku-

lele; Judith playing the recorder or whistling, 

while Marion and Doris sing soprano solos.

Bob Browning brings his harmonica to play 

sea chanteys and calypso songs. Charlie’s gifted 

son, Dick, frequently drops in from his home in 

Bowie to sing show tunes. And Mary Ellen Hi-

nes, who helped originate the Sing-alongs, 

reads a poem or dips into her bottomless bag of 

paper hats and favors to stage a party.

The hour-long sessions end with the singing 

of “Amazing Grace” and calls of “Thanks for 

coming.”

The Sing-along is only one of a full range of 

activities and events designed to enrich the lives 

of residents who live in comfortable rooms in the 

Health Center, mostly furnished with cherished 

belongings.  

 Last month’s calendar listed arts and crafts,  

movies, travel videos, Bingo, chess classes, con-

certs, creative writing, gospel music, chapel  

services and exercise classes. Most take place 

in the big recreation room in the Arbor or on the 

Fourth Floor of the Health Center.

For a change of scene, residents are es-

corted to the Auditorium or the Dining Room for 

lunch and a program. Some join residents who 

live independently at birthday parties in the Audi-

torium.  

And there are off-campus bus trips. Last 

month a sight-seeing tour of downtown Washing-

ton was followed by lunch at a restaurant.

Twice a month, Creighton Center residents 

help members of the Collington Outreach Com-

mittee make sandwiches for the Community 

Cafe, a project sponsored by several area 

churches to provide meals for homeless shelters.

Ismeal Rivera, the center’s activities coordi-

nator, and three recreational therapists -- Jahir 

Birt, K.C. Shabazz and India Easley -- are there 

to make sure everything goes according to plan.
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Tax-Time Troubles
by Dorothy Brown

Strains of Auld Lang Syne and the clink of 

glasses were still fresh in my ears when the en-

velopes started trickling in -- “Important Tax Re-

turn Document Enclosed.” The words were es-

pecially jarring since I’d spent months dealing 

with accusations that I had underpaid my 2004 

Maryland state tax.

And here, on the front page of the Washing-

ton Post is Marion Barry, former D.C. mayor and 

current city councilman, “saluting well-wishers  

outside the court.” Seems he’d just pled guilty to 

failure to pay District and Federal taxes over five 

years. His explanation: “I made a mistake.”

Well, I HADN’T made a mistake. I am a con-

scientious, law-abiding citizen and I knew I didn’t 

owe the State of Maryland a red cent. So, back 

in July 2005, I wasn’t overly concerned when a 

notice arrived from the Comptroller of Maryland 

alleging I hadn’t paid the estimated taxes 

claimed as credits on my 2004 return.

I copied the canceled checks for the four 

payments I had made and sent them to the 

Comptroller with a brief note. My response was 

acknowledged with the notation that “adjustment 

may be delayed . . .” And I took a deep breath 

and put the matter behind me.

But I was wrong. Three weeks later, another 

“Notice of Tax Adjustment Assessment” arrived.  

If I didn’t pay within thirty days, it threatened, the 

amount billed on the first notice plus interest  

AND an $80 penalty would be assessed and  

“we will begin collection actions.”

I called the contact number. Yes, they had 

received the copies of my canceled checks and I 

should disregard the notice.

Guess what? Six weeks later a “Notice of  

Collection Action” arrived by certified mail. “This 

is our final notice.” It threatened me with an 

“adverse effect” on my credit rating, referral to a 

private collection agency, and a lien against my 

personal property if I didn’t send payment by a 

deadline that had already passed.

 I hit the panic button. The source of the no-

tices and the person who said to disregard them 

were obviously on different planets. Was some 

sinister force spewing out notices that were con-

trolling my fate? At any moment, I could expect 

an operative from a private collection agency to 

knock on my door and haul me away. I pictured  

myself on the courthouse steps waving to 

Collington well-wishers before starting my jail 

term.

With the phone glued to my ear, I went 

through the same old obstacle course of hold, 

transferred, hold, and finding myself talking to 

the same people all over again.

  At last, Dave listened to my story. He said 

my checks had been deposited to the wrong ac-

count -- one I had formerly used with my hus-

band, who died in 1998, when we filed jointly.  

Not only were my 2004 checks deposited to this  

old account, but my 2005 checks, too. I was set 

up to repeat the ordeal.

Dave gave me the number for the Taxpayer 

Service Section. I closed the old joint account  

and ordered my checks deposited to my individ-

ual account. End of story. NOW I exhaled.
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“They looked like my kind of folks,” Katherine 

French told another new neighbor, after seeing 

our Collington bus unloading residents at Ken-

nedy Center for a performance of the National 

Symphony Orchestra. It did not mean that she 

was enamored of buses that much, but it could 

be mentioned that Collington buses also help 

residents get to the Prince George’s Philhar-

monic performances as well as drama, the  

Bard, special dining events and. . .  and. . .  and 

mall openings? . . . No.

•

“Feral?” Does that mean that those homeless  

felines that have adopted us are sponsored by 

Uncle Sam? Some resident committees are con-

sidering local solutions, not federal help.

•

It was straw sailor hats (20’s vintage) in all di-

rections when the Second Floor cluster of apart-

ments sponsored the February birthday celebra-

tion. There was much participation in the 

planned proceedings with Dora Halton in charge 

and Mary (Ricky) Evans on the piano, and plenty 

of refreshments. After the usual hour, about a 

dozen of the party morphed into an impromptu 

preprandial choral group at the Clocktower or-

gan with Virginia Beaty working the keys.

•

Have you noticed that when you put the  

word “The” with the initials IRS, it comes out 

“Theirs?” Watch your language.

•

Chuck Dell informs us that a hangover is the 

wrath of grapes. He doesn’t say how he found 

out about it.

•

A covey of loyal old associates from another  

life, so far annually observing my recent birth-

days in fitting manner, have now declared that 

when I do finally kick out, the event won’t require  

repeated celebrations. One will do.  

•

Memorable Mots

“Home, James.”

“C’mup and see me sometime.”

“A man in armor is his armor’s slave.”

“It is safer to know too little, than too much.”

“When it rains, it pours.”

•

Remember when there really was a “Lott’s 

Ford?”

Or maybe a Pierce Arrow?

•

Kay Swift tells of a group of retirees in Florida 

describing their infirmities in considerable detail, 

when, after some silent consideration, summing 

it all up thusly: “Well, thank God, we can all still  

drive.”

•

Radio interviewer: “Thanks for being a spe-

cial guest today.” “Guest: “Thanks for having me,  

Mom.”

•

Also .  . .
                    By  Layne  Beaty
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