
St. Patrick’s Day

Greetings

Robert M. Ball, Methodist minister’s son, 

who spent his life working to make a world more 

just, and fought to ensure 

financial “Social Security” 

for upwards of 50 million 

Americans in their old age, 

made his last home with his 

wife, Doris, at Collington 

where he died January 30, 

2008. There will be a 

national memorial in 

Washington, possibly on the 

day he would have become 94. But on 

February 9, Collington residents met with the 

Ball family in our Auditorium for a first private 

memorial.

Speaking first, son Jonathan Ball said, “It is 

fitting to remember Bob in Maryland close to 

Baltimore and DC where most of the events of 

his career took place, and more specifically that 

we remember him at Collington. Thanks to you, 

this became his and my mother’s community. 

We know through them what an extraordinary 

group of people comprise Collington and how 

much you have added over the last five years to 

the quality of their lives.”

“As we are feeling the magnitude of our 

loss,” he finished, “it is reassuring to gain

glimpses of what we value in Bob being passed 

on to us, even to his young 

great-grandchildren – the 

intellectual curiosity, the 

playfulness, and the 

concern to improve Society 

– be it Jackson’s icy plunge 

for charity, 6-year-old Julia 

giving her locks to children 

with cancer, or 10-year-old 

Jacob’s feisty challenges to 

WalMart and to confronting global warming.”

Grandson Toby spoke of the “powerful feeling 

as a child to know that your grandfather [who] 

rubbed shoulders with Senators and Presidents 

was interested in your thoughts, ideas and 

stories.” After graduation, he and Bob sat down 

together and actually “charted what we thought 

were the big issues confronting the world,” and 

just how “[my] skills might find opportunities to 

match my interests to work for the betterment of 

people. This has been my core principle.”

Daughter-in-law Faith Ball spoke of her love 

and affection for Bob, and the personal gift of his 

love and friendship.
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A Gentleman Passed This Way
By Faith Jackson

Robert and Doris Ball



Nancy Altman, author of Social Security 

From FDR’s Vision to Bush’s Gamble, reminded 

us of how that vision of economic security for 

every man, woman and child from birth to death 

struck terror in FDR’s enemies and does still 

today, when privatizing keeps rearing its 

ugliness.

Jackie Ball Smith recited a poem of her 

own, as if it were her father speaking, “Life is 

eternal and in joy I move beyond that which I 

have been to greater and deeper mysteries for 

me to explore.”

“Retirement, nonsense” Thomas N. Bethell, 

Washington writer, Ball’s editor and longtime 

friend, spoke about Bob’s accomplishments: as 

Director of the Social Security Administration, 

he was able over time to add Medicare and Old 

Age insurance to the mix and later fight the 

battle against privatizing Social Security three 

times, the last in 2001 right here at Collington. 

Not in the best of health, without a computer or 

blackberry, but armed with a fax, a rolodex, and 

Doris, who folded and mailed his broadsides, he 

made constant calls to Congress, think-tanks 

and the press and, as we know, he prevailed.

As we Collingtonians heard testimonials to 

this outstanding national leader, we became 

impressed with the depth of pride, love and 

interdependence of his remarkable family as 

they shared their stories of Bear Island 

pleasures and games, as well as achievement 

and work taken seriously. The photograph of 

Doris and Bob illustrates a moment in their life 

and 73-year marriage that was a passionate 

adventure and shared enterprise, as important 

to their family as the excitement of knowing their 

father was at the epicenter of national activity for 

senior citizens.

Our Collington neighbor, Robert M. Ball, 

official for three presidents, leader for Social 

Security for the elderly and disabled, architect of 

Medicare, a national figure and intellectual 

explorer, will be long remembered and mourned.

         Who Writes for The Collingtonian?

    Anybody who wants to is the answer to that 

question.  Our staff members are responsible for 

reporting on events on campus and we agree at 

a monthly meeting on who will cover which 

event.

    But we are happy when other residents submit 

their writing for publication.  This month you will 

find essays by non-staffers Tita de Gavre and 

Arnold Klick. 

   We welcome unsolicited submissions.  Do let 

us hear from you.  Remember, we edit all copy 

before it is printed.
 Robert Elkin, 
                                Editor
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Documenting us in Photographs
By Robert Elkin

These days, The Collingtonian’s pages are 

sparkling with photographs of residents and ac-

tivities. These include photos of birthday parties 

and new residents.  And, we can be sure that 

when we get dressed up fancy we’ll be 

photographed—whether at the Foun-

dation’s Annual Meeting or New 

Year’s Eve, or even Halloween.

Wherever we go at Collington, 

we’re sure to see Elsie Seetoo snap-

ping photos with her impossibly small 

digital camera.  What fun to watch for 

her pictures.  They extend our enjoy-

ment of Collington’s many events and 

provides a record of what we look like 

when we’re playing or working hard on some 

committee project.

Elsie started taking birthday pictures at the 

monthly parties in 2002 when Edna Lingreen 

was Hospitality Committee chairman. She said 

she had difficulty finding photographers for the 

job, and Elsie said half in jest, ”What’s the diffi-

culty?  You just pick up the camera, and point 

and shoot.” She got the job. “I had never volun-

teered for anything like this before,” Elsie added.

Later she helped Doyen Kline take photos of 

new residents. When he became ill, she found 

herself taking those pictures with her digital cam-

era.  “I’m still photographing the new residents; 

that’s fun because I get to meet all the new peo-

ple at Collington.”

Then in 2003, Caroline Browning, who was 

Second Vice-President of the Residents Asso-

ciation, asked her to record photos of our 15th 

Anniversary activities that year. “That was a big 

job,” Elsie reported. “That is when I also began 

using a digital camera to record these activities 

and print them from my computer with captions 

added.”

Still later, “Frances Kolarek asked me 

to take a picture of Senator Percy for 

The Collingtonian.  My work with The 

Collingtonian started with that one 

photograph and just grew as the jour-

nal expanded its photographic cover-

age.”

Elsie had been taking pictures for 

her own use back in 2000 when she 

received her first digital camera, a 2-

megapixel Olympus, for Christmas 

from her children.  Before that,  

Collington activities such as birthday parties    

had been photographed with a film camera.  She 

has continued the practice, especially when oth-

ers are asked to substitute when she is not 

available. A Fuji Zoom 110EZ is used and the 

film is processed commercially for the 48 or 

more prints from each monthly party. A Nikon L4 

digital camera, purchased with Recreation Com-

mittee funds, is also available. Now she uses an 

Olympus Stylus with 7.1 megapixels.

We all think that Elsie has grown into the kind 

of photographer that Collington needs.  And we 

see her getting better all the time, something that 

good photographers are challenged to do. 

Thank you, Elsie and for the future, may all your 

photographs be in focus and have just the right 

lighting.
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  By Sally Griffen 

Leading up to the February primaries, many 

residents had the chance to query two candi-

dates running for Representative to Congress 

from our Fourth District. Donna Edwards and 

Albert Wynn each spoke at forums organized by 

the Government Awareness Group. During the 

Primary season, residents also actively partici-

pated when the Group hosted two very success-

ful Republican and Democratic Candidates 

Presidential Forums.  By dint of hours of hard 

work, the Government Awareness Group lined 

up an impressive roster of spokespeople for all 

of the presidential candidates.  Among those 

speaking were Gloria Lawlah, Maryland, Secre-

tary of State for the Aging, and Kevin Igo, former 

Executive Director of the Maryland Republican 

Party.  The residents who attended each session 

raised questions and engaged in lively discus-

sions. Both residents and presenters expressed 

satisfaction with the forums.  Similar forums will 

be held in the fall for the final candidates. In ad-

dition, we should not overlook our own Curt 

Bury’s 20 seconds of fame when interviewed by 

Channel 9 about his support for a particular 

presidential candidate.

Curt Bury, Kay Cave  (Chair) and Chuck Dell 

founded the  nonpartisan Government Aware-

ness Group to inform residents about operations 

and issues at all levels of government – county, 

state and national.  They never endorse specific 

candidates. Three leaders of the Group spoke 

about the Group’s activities and the positive re-

actions from residents. In addition to the federal 

election, they organized a local panel on the 

need to protect the Patuxent watershed from de-

velopment. They hope to make residents aware 

of other local issues.  For example, Prince 

George’s Hospital, running at a large deficit, may 

face a takeover by a special entity formed by the 

state, an action opposed by the county.   

 On a positive note, the National Harbor com-

plex will provide a source of jobs and tax reve-

nue. Given the nature of the county’s problems, 

the Group is lobbying for the Prince George’s 

Council to exercise a stronger oversight role.

In support of residents’ interest in govern-

mental issues, the Group established a Govern-

ment Awareness box in the library, maintained 

by Kay Cave. There, residents can find a list of 

political contacts at all levels of government; in-

formation about pending bills and votes in the 

Senate and House; clippings and pamphlets 

about local and state issues.  From time to time 

the Group issues action alerts on specific na-

tional issues, such as the energy bill, with the 

hope that concerned residents will call or write 

their representatives (whose names and contact 

numbers can be found in the Government 

Awareness box).  In deciding which issues and 

bills to highlight, the Group consults with nonpar-

tisan groups such as the League of Women Vot-

ers, Union of Concerned Scientists, and Human 

Rights Watch.  The Group is entirely staffed with 

volunteers and receives no funds from the Resi-

dents Association. The RA, which defines this 

activity as a group rather than a committee, sup-

ports its aims and activities as benefiting Colling-

ton residents.
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Ginge Peddle, Pet Boss
By Frances Kolarek

We don’t use the word “retired” to de-

scribe Ginge Peddle since she seems to fill 

every hour of her “working” life here at 

Collington. She heads up the Pet Committee, 

itself a full-time job. She also chairs the Out-

reach Committee. In addition, she volunteers 

in the Op Shop, sings with the Collington Sing-

ers on Friday afternoons, helps entertain Ar-

bor residents at the weekly Sing-Along, and 

volunteers to pick up donations to our Flower 

Committee. Come summer, though, she 

heads for the hills of Western Maryland where 

she built a summer home over 20 years ago.

Before coming to Collington, Ginge had a 

successful career as a physical education 

teacher, the last 21 years at Madeira School. 

She shares Cottage 1105 with Dolly, a dog of 

uncertain age and parentage.

In writing about Ginge (listed in the phone 

book as Virginia) we’ll focus on her work on 

behalf of our many pets. Conspicuous among 

her many contributions to the pet community is 

her recruiting of a veterinarian who is willing to 

come here periodically to administer shots, clip 

toenails and, on occasion, examine sick 

animals to refer them for further care. She 

dispenses, at moderate cost, heartworm pills 

and that stuff that keeps fleas and ticks away. 

From the moment a pet becomes a Collington 

resident, its owner is welcomed by Ginge who 

presents a form designed to outline our pet 

rules and offer helpful suggestions about pet 

life at Collington.

Vaccinations, neutering and registering pets 

are covered.  Then the form asks where pet 

food is stored in the home so that no pet goes 

hungry if the owner takes ill and is whisked 

away to hospital or Health Center.  Guided by 

the form, a Pet Committee member or a 

neighbor is able to find cans or packages or 

seed or fish flakes and serve up meals in the 

owner’s absence.

Ginge tells us that she plans at the next 

meeting of the Pet Committee to discuss 

needed changes in some of our rules and 

recommendations.

As part of her job with the Pet Committee, 

Ginge constantly admonishes dog owners 

about picking up droppings. Helped by other 

committee members, she polices the prem-

ises on her frequent walks with Dolly. Ginge 

worked closely with Nancie Gonzalez in 

establishing our dog park and its gazebo.

   To Stephanie Dalton falls the task of 

screening incoming dogs for suitability. So 

far no candidates for screening have been 

brought to her attention. Cats, on the other 

hand, are not screened.  Ginge tells us they 

are expected to remain indoors and not wan-

der around the neighborhood digging up and 

defecating in newly-planted flower beds.

   Does the head of the Pet Committee have 

her hands full? And how! But when Ginge 

finds time to head up a second committee, 

join in singing, help the Op Shop and pick up 

flowers, we can only wonder and be grateful 

that she chose to retire (?) at Collington.
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Celebrating Black History Month
By Sheila Hollies

Each year Collingtonians have recognized 

February as Black History Month with some kind 

of event, but this year our African American 

friends shared with all of us a broad reaching se-

ries of interesting and entertaining events! 

 Dr. Sandra Charles, first Black President of 

Collington’s Board of Directors, headed up a 

group of volunteers, with able co-chairs Dora 

Halton and Delores Hawkins.  Virtually all of our 

27 Black residents along with staff members 

Denina Trotman, Charlotte Day and K.C. Sha-

bazz planned and implemented activities for the 

whole month.

One of the goals was to recognize and cele-

brate present and past Black residents and staff.

A Clocktower Reception kicked off the month 

with a book and art exhibit.

The Clocktower’s cases were packed with 

books written by or about Black people. An exhi-

bition of pictures hung along the corridor walls 

featuring Afro-American subjects.  These in-

cluded photographs of early leaders, such as 

Bishop John Walker, our founder, and Jim Ghol-

son, a member of our first Board of Directors and 

later a resident.  There were also pictures of 

many of our “pioneers”, of whom three residents 

and 2 staff members are still living or working at 

Collington.

Hosts in African attire, exotic and gorgeous to 

behold, greeted residents to the Reception.  We 

were warmly welcomed, given an attractive Cal-

endar of Events, and offered music, poetry and 

brief interesting talks. Even the flowers were es-

pecially planned. The Flower Committee had re-

searched flowers indigenous to Africa. We 

learned the role of Afro-Americans in the initial 

planning and early operation of Collington.  

Then, delicious refreshments, courtesy of the 

Residents Association, were served, giving peo-

ple a chance to mingle and ask questions.

The second event of the program was 

planned as a film entitled “Bold Enough to Act,” 

relating the saga of the Tuskegee airmen during 

World War II. Despite their rejection at the begin-

ning of the war, these young men never gave up 

the fight until they were finally able to prove their 

bravery and even to receive the Congressional 

Gold Medal.  Next came an entertainment with 

readings of poetry and prose interspersed with 

musical offerings, both vocal and instrumental.

Representatives from our neighboring com-

munity, The Village, joined us for this event.

On one Monday evening, the planners ar-

ranged for a nationally acclaimed movie, “The 

Pursuit of Happyness” to be shown. It is based 

on a true story with Will Smith playing an African 

American salesman who overcomes many ob-

stacles to become CEO of a multimillion-dollar 

brokerage firm.

Additional scheduled events included a 

“soiree” with a jazz combo and steel band illus-

trating styles of jazz prevalent in different eras as 

well as a fashion show.  The planners also ar-

ranged for the dining room to feature African 

American/Caribbean foods each Friday in addi-

tion to the regular buffet menu.

The best result of this month’s celebration 

was that it provided opportunities for Black and 

White residents to work together in a common 

activity. This is a great way for people to get to 

know each other better, and together to achieve 

our goal of being a fully integrated society.
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What’s In a Name? Our Name?
By Sally M. Bucklee

Ever since the Board of Directors picked the 

name Collington for its radical, new project for 

seniors in Mitchellville, folks have asked about 

the original source of the word that appears as a 

nearby place name. Here is the most plausible 

answer yet. It goes back 300 years.

In 1666 hundreds of Presbyterian clergy-

men marched on Edinburgh, Scotland, deter-

mined to establish Presbyterianism in both Eng-

land and Scotland.  They regrouped to encamp 

at nearby Colinton, a suburb southwest of Edin-

burgh. Robert Louis Stevenson’s grandfather 

was the Presbyterian minister in Colinton and his 

mother grew up there. Stevenson wrote an ac-

count of this uprising by the Scots, and Colinton 

today is part of the Robert Louis Stevenson Heri-

tage Trail.

Shortly after that event, the next step in the 

history of our name was taken by Ninian Beall 

(pronounced bell).  Beall became a prisoner of 

war while fighting for King Charles II in the Eng-

lish Civil War. He was shipped by Oliver Crom-

well’s government to work as a slave on a sugar 

plantation in the Barbados -- which means he 

probably was Anglican.  When freed, Beall emi-

grated to Mary Land. In 1670 -- just four years 

after the battle at Colinton -- he patented 300 

acres on the east side of the Patuxent River.  He 

named his new land acquisition Collington.  Beall 

was 45 years old and would go on to own most 

of Georgetown.

Ninian Beall has yet another connection with 

Collington Life Care Community: two of his 

daughters, Hester and Mary, would marry the 

same man: Colonel Joseph Belt, whose family 

would figure mightily in the development of the 

Collington Life Care Community three centuries 

later. One of his descendants, Seton Belt, played 

an important role in our enterprise. Check in a 

future Collingtonian for more about him.

We’ve just discovered residents at Collington 

named Helen Beal and Lauren and Conway 

Beall. They don’t know about their early ances-

tors. But they might be related. Isn’t that fun?

Gardening Notes
By Faith Jackson

Ready Or Not The 

Daffodils Are Half Way 

Up! You'll be digging in 

the dirt before you're 

ready if you haven't 

made your plant and 

seed list yet. So get on 

the Internet to DIRECT 

GARDENING.COM, They're a cover for several 

nurseries, especially Four Seasons, my new fa-

vorite.

 From them I am going to order 2 Mosquito 

Shoo Geranium plants for $5, mostly because I 

can hardly believe their claim to clear the pests 

away from my whole patio. And Blue Oat Grass 

and Japanese Bloodgrass, great color, up to 1 

1/2-3 feet tall, and Flame grass, up to 3 or 4 feet. 

They love hot sun. 

You can also count on Chuck Dell and 

friends’ repeating their spring sale of colorful an-

nuals. 

     Happy Spring!
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In Praise of Mosquitoes
The Story of An Island

By Tita de Gavre

Most of my childhood was spent on Hayling, 

a sparsely inhabited island off the south coast of 

England: an isle of fishermen and farmers, with a 

small village, an old Norman church, countless 

sea birds and thousands of mosquitoes!  Except 

for a wide sandy beach along the south end, all 

was surrounded by salt marshes, tidal creeks 

and ancient grass-covered sea walls.

It was a paradise for young explorers, and my 

younger brother and I knew every inch of the is-

land; the banks where the first primroses and 

wild violets bloomed in the spring; the dark acrid-

smelling woods carpeted with bluebells where 

the rooks had nested for hundreds of years. 

Hedges covered with dog roses, and cow pas-

tures where the rare and delicate wild orchids 

grew.

We made many friends in our travels -- like 

the wizened old man with the ferrets who al-

lowed us to help him trap rabbits. And there was 

an old fisherman who lived in a shack by the 

marshes. He taught us how to catch eels and 

cockles at low tide and set out trotlines for the 

flat fish.  There was great excitement after the 

next high tide when we waded out on the sandy 

mud to see what we had caught.

In those days there was so much of nature’s 

bounty to bring home -- plover’s eggs from the 

marshes in spring, luscious blackberries and wild 

sloes in the summer and bracken for the houses 

we built; then in the late days of summer we col-

lected baskets of field mushrooms covered with 

early morning dew.

Boarding school put an end to this idyllic life. 

Then one day while we were away and growing 

up, a “philanthropist” discovered our island.  He 

built the “Mosquito Control Institute,” had the 

marshes drained, and sounded the death knell 

for our way of life and for our island. Large tracts 

of land were taken for Civil Service Holiday 

Camps (where loud music now blares all sum-

mer long).  Then came the “summer people.” 

Mobile homes had not yet been invented, so 

they set up railway carriages and double-decker 

buses and colonies of these proliferated.  On the 

common by the beach where the gorse smelled 

hot and sweet in the summer and the adders had 

basked in the sun, there is now a huge amuse-

ment park. The rest is all car parks. Hard topped.

I had been in the United States for only a 

short while when I was truly blessed -- we found 

the Eastern Shore of Virginia -- a land of tidal 

creeks, salt marshes and thousands of mosqui-

toes!! I was home!! No bluebells or primroses to 

be found alas, but lady slippers and cardinal 

flowers and butterfly weed and the wonder of 

dogwood. I’ve grown to love the little chickadees 

and nuthatches that come to the feeders, and 

the goldfinches that make the thistle feeder look 

as it is swarming with yellow butterflies. So I 

no longer miss the tiny robins and blue tits of 

England.

As I work in my garden (well-sprayed with 

Off) or gaze across the creek and marshes to the 

distant fields and pine woods, I remember to give 

a silent blessing for all this and for the mosqui-
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last forever, but for the moment progress is held 

at bay and all that disturbs my peace is the mad-

dening high-pitched buzzing of the little blighters 

-- bless their hearts.

 Living Sculptures
By Arnold F. Klick

Living sculptures date to ancient Chinese and 

Japanese innovations creating tiny landscapes 

with plants living among the rocks.  This inven-

tion evolved into the classic Japanese “sculpted” 

gardens of stones and rocks.  

Collington has three living sculptures, small 

ones taken from the Japanese meditation culture 

Gardens of Ying.  One in the northwest corridor 

leading into the Creighton Center simulates 

Japanese stone meditation gardens, using sand 

and shells in a Limoges dish.  It invites the 

viewer to use a wooden rake to create patterns 

in the sand and then contemplate the beauty of 

the design.  The other two sculptures, one in 

each corridor, are a local design, stones in a 

wooden tray. Originally, 18 small beach stones, 

but someone(s) creatively added large polished 

stones.  The designs created with these few 

stones show great imagination:

• Animals – cats, dogs, horses, turtles, and a 

Mouseketeer,

• Faces – more smiles than frown,

• Memorials – such as the Swahili/Boy Scout 

trail sign for ‘I have gone home,’ with a cross be-

side it.

• Simple messages – “Hi,” and

• More abstract designs.

Interestingly, the creations in the southeast 

corridor tend toward the abstract, while the ones 

in the northwest corridor tend to be more realis-

tic, animals, faces hearts, and such. Oh yes, 

pause on your way to lunch or dinner to enjoy 

your neighbor’s artistry; there may be a message 

for you.

Sausages
By Frances Kolarek

When Conrad Leiden was a little boy growing 

up on a farm between Federalsburg, Maryland 

and Seaford, Delaware, on the Eastern Shore, 

one of his jobs was to get on his pony and trot 

from neighbor to neighbor delivering freshly-

made sausage. His neighbors were all agreed 

that they’d butcher hogs progressively, one fam-

ily one week, the next family the next, so that 

they’d be able to help each other out. When the

sausage was ready, each neighbor shared.

Conrad still abides by that practice. He 

shares his sausage with me – even if I can’t re-

turn the favor. But we swap Eastern Shore sto-

ries, an almost-adequate substitute.

Conrad recently brought me a big hunk of 

sausage.  It’s delicious.  Here’s the recipe, 

which, he promises, dates back to 1760 when 

the first Leidens (who spelled the name, Leiden) 

came to this country from The Netherlands:

7 pounds of sausage meat, trimmed from 

ham, shoulder and neck (today he orders the 

meat from a wholesale butcher he knows).

2 Tbsp salt

1 Tbsp sugar

2 Tbsp black pepper

4 Tbsps sage

It’s a nice mild-flavored sausage.If you put 

a little water in the pan after browning the sau-

sage, you get redeye gravy to put on your

grits or your biscuit.
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After an extended hiatus spent at her Deep 

Creek Plantation on the Eastern Shore of Vir-

ginia (ESVA), Tita de Gavre returned to Colling-

ton and rejoined Don Paradis in their apart-

ment. The highlight of Tita’s stay at the Planta-

tion was a surprise party organized by her son 

and his wife,Caroline, who flew from their home 

in Antigua to spend Christmas with “Grannie 

Tita”. More than a score of Tita’s long-standing 

ESVA friends joined in the festivities. 

Don himself was absent for a while for medi-

cal reasons, but judging from his recent perform-

ance on Talent Night is once again in fine fettle.

The Residents Association Executive Com-

mittee has formed a Task Force on Newcomers, 

whose purpose is to recommend actions that 

management and the Residents Association can 

take to facilitate new residents settling in at 

Collington, both physically and socially. Herb 

and Anne Stone serve as co-chairpersons with 

members Marion Henry, Julia Lacy and Debo-

rah McKnight.  Residents Association Second 

Vice-President Luann Vaky observes at meet-

ings as do several members of the Marketing 

Staff.  The Task Force has begun submitting 

concrete suggestions from their first two meet-

ings.

Lynn Bernstein is happily settling in Cottage 

3015 after her recent move from ten years in Oro 

Valley, Arizona, in order to be closer to her chil-

dren and grandchildren. A live-wire and activist, 

Lynn was earlier a longtime resident of Ridge-

field, Connecticut, where she taught field hockey, 

dance and aerobics to secondary school stu-

dents, and after retirement devoted another dec-

ade to working with senior groups throughout the 

county with dance instruction and physical fit-

ness. In Arizona, among other activities, she 

chaired the largest Democratic Club in Oro Val-

ley and introduced the Great Decisions Network 

to her community. Now that she‘s here, she is 

finding that the friendliness of Collingtonians is 

making her transition much easier.

Dixie Scott, apt 252, has joined us after 

thirty years in several careers in Washington. A 

graduate of Mt. Holyoke, where she studied mu-

sic, political science and history, Dixie first taught 

school and then went on to work for 10 years at 

the CIA.  This was followed by a return to music 

and public relations work with the National Sym-

phony Orchestra. Her most recent position was 

with the Environmental Protection Agency, from 

which she retired in 2004. Still an ardent music 

lover, her many interests include nature and wild 

life and the League of Women Voters.
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The 17th Annual Talent Night on February 13 

was a smashing success, an evening of mu-

sic and song, of story and poetry, of comedy 

and romance, of dance and recitation -- all 

enthusiastically greeted by a packed audi-

ence.  Our grateful thanks to those who or-

ganized the event and especially to all those 

17 who offered up their talents and braved 

the spotlight for this festive evening,

We spied Sid and Liz Sober the other day 

dining with their son Steve and daughter-in-

law Carolyn, who occasionally visit from their 

home in Woodstock, Va. in the Shenandoah 

Valley. We remember fondly Carolyn’s lovely 

Shenandoah Valley paintings displayed about a 

year ago on the Auditorium walls. 

Iladene Filer had spent the better part of the 

day working in the Hilltop Garden -- and looked 

it. Realizing time was running out on her, she 

quickly changed her shirt and set out for the off-

campus grocery store, aware that she looked 

less than affluent in muddy shoes and dirt-

stained slacks.

She made her purchases and as she lined 

them up at the checkout counter, the gentleman 

in line behind her exclaimed: “Let me take care 

of that, little lady. I’ll pay your bill.” Dene, natu-

rally, demurred, but the gentleman insisted. “No.  

No. No. I insist. Now you just run along, little 

lady.”

And run Dene did -- to make a fast getaway 

before her benefactor caught sight of her climb-

ing into her brand new automobile!

Nancy Kent and her husband Glenn went to 

Israel a few years ago.  We recently saw Nancy 

wearing a sweater embroidered with “Israel -- 

1999.”  We asked if they had been there that 

year.  “No,” she said.  “We went the following 

year.  But the 1999 shirt was five dollars 

cheaper.”  She can shop for us any day.

Rita Newnham’s month-long cruise in the 

South Pacific included a stop in the Hawaiian Is-

lands at a farm growing sea horses that wrap-

ped their tails around her fingers in the water.  

In French Polynesia a glass-bottomed boat 

sailed over glorious arrays of colored fish.

 A luau on the beach at Bora Bora featured 

natives dancing with and “eating” fire.  Warm 

days with puffy clouds took her finally to the Mar-

quesas Islands.

 Duplicate bridge every day at sea prepared 

her for games here.

Don Paradis accompanied Doris Harris as she 
opened the highly popular Talent Night show.  Not 
only did Don do his turn at the piano, he told one of 
his hilarious “Albert and the Lion” stories.
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Celebrating Black History Month

Delores and Ronald Hawkins, Julia Lacy, Dora Halston and Horvena Alexander 
played a big role in the planning and execution of the many events that celebrated 
Black History Month.

Dora Halton, wearing an elaborate African headdress, shows 
Sheila Hollies and Faith Jackson the program as

 Delores Hawkins looks on.

Dolores Lewis and Barbara Hall 
enjoy the program

Dr. Gerrie Drake Hawkins 
accompanied other artists 
on the piano and also 
sang at the Book show.

Far left:  Rose Elliott and Doris Harris sip of glass a wine at the Book and 

Art Show, as (center) community leader Mildred Grey looks on.  At right are 

Ronald Hawkins and Curtis Langford.
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