
“Collington Night at the Symphony” falls on 

April 17 this year when the Prince George’s 

Philharmonic Orchestra acknowledges its ap-

preciation for the support of Collington residents 

with an all-Mozart program. 

 On that occasion County  

Councilman Samuel Dean will 

present a proclamation of appre-

ciation to Bud Dutton, vice presi-

dent of the Residents Associa-

tion, for Collington’s “outstanding 

support” of the orchestra.

The orchestra’s executive di-

rector, Jesse Parker, defines 

Collington residents as “by far 

our strongest donor base,” add-

ing that we comprise at least a 

third of the contributors to the Annual Fund.

Among these is Connie Grisard.  “I was 

brought up on music.  I need it,”  she says.  “It’s 

a decided advantage to the county to have this 

good orchestra.”

Collingtonians also support the orchestra by 

serving on its board.  Mary Olmsted is a current 

member.  Former members have included 

Collingtonians Jo Bever, Bob Willing and his 

late wife, Marion, and Betty Williams, a violinist 

with the symphony for a number of years.

The lengthy list of subscribers who sign the 

Trip Book for transportation to the concerts at-

tests to the popularity of the or-

chestra.  Sometimes there are 

two busloads.

    For the convenience of non-

subscribers who want to attend 

the April 17 concert, Anne Gentry, 

director of the symphony’s Educa-

tional Outreach Program, will 

have tickets on sale here on April 

8 between 7 and 8 p.m. at a table  

by the auditorium.  

   The Collington concert will be 

held at 8 p.m. on the Prince George’s Commu-

nity College campus.   The $15 tickets may also 

be purchased before the performance.  Trans-

portation is available by signing the Trip Book.

Perhaps Collington should issue its own proc-

lamation -- thanking the Philharmonic for giving 

us this opportunity to hear live performances of 

the world’s best music.

(continued on page 2)
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Connie Grisard’s need for music is Colling-

ton’s gain. Her mother studied piano at a con-

servatory in Berlin, Germany before World War 

I.  Back home, she played in concert until she 

married.  Connie’s father was a military officer 

posted in Hawaii when Connie was a little girl 

and she brought home a grass skirt and the de-

sire for a ukulele.  But uncertain of the terminol-

ogy, she asked her parents for a violin.  Hiding 

her disappointment when her request was 

granted, she took lessons and played both the 

violin and the piano.  When she came to  

Collington she left the grass skirt, violin and pi-

ano behind.

Popular music was not in the family reper-

tory.  Connie’s first contact with the genre was 

at a friend’s house where she heard a recording 

of “The Lady in Red.”  But “Bed” is what her 

childish ears heard, and that’s how she sang it 

for years. 

She moved to Collington in 1988 with her 

late husband and sister.  The space outside her 

apartment, 128, is decorated with samples of 

the rug hooking she enjoys doing.

Connie’s musical need has enriched Coling-

ton’s musical life in many ways.  She contrib-

uted generously to the fund for our organ and 

she is concerned about the welfare of our aging 

Steinway grand.  She is an active member of 

the Collington Singers. 

 

 Wine Bill Progress

Thanks to the skill and experience of Rita 

Newnham, two bills advocating our wish to bring 

a bottle of wine to our tables at dinner are mak-

ing their tortuous way through the Maryland leg-

islature.

Rita’s 27 years of experience with the legisla-

ture in Annapolis has given her an intimate 

knowledge of the process involved in introducing 

a piece of legislation.  And, just as important,  

following it as it makes its way through the proc-

ess.

Rita wrote and submitted two bills, one of 

which, Senate Bill 221, has passed the Senate 

and is now before the House Economic Matters 

Committee, awaiting the assignment of a hearing 

date.

Delegate Carolyn Howard of District 24, who 

is also chairman of the Prince George’s County 

House Delegation, has told Rita that House Bill 

568 (which bears the same wording as the Sen-

ate bill) has had a hearing in the House Eco-

nomic Matters Committee where she has testi-

fied for the bill. 

 “It has now [as of March 25] received a fa-

vorable report and has gone to the House floor 

where it passed its second reading of three,”  

Rita explains.  Then it goes to the Senate.

For our background information, she adds:   

The 2004 session of the Maryland legislature be-

gan on the second Wednesday in January and 

runs for 90 days.  “If my arithmetic is correct,” 

Rita says, “it should end on Tuesday April 12.  

Any measure that has not been voted on by that 

date will automatically die by the end of the ses-

sion.  The clock stops at midnight.  And we start 

all over.”

In any case, opening a bottle of Champagne 

-- whether it be in a private home or in Colling-

ton’s dining room -- and offering a toast to Rita 

Newnham, is an absolutely essential outcome.
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Murray Newman Lectures
By Joseph Fromm

Collingtonians with a special interest in bibli-

cal history have been enjoying an exceptional  

treat -- a series of four lectures by Murray New-

man, a distinguished Pro-

fessor of Old Testament 

Emeritus and fellow resident 

of Collington.

In his hour-and-a-half  

Thursday morning sessions 

through March, organized  

on the personal initiative of 

Jeanne Gart, Murray spoke  

with a combination of erudi-

tion and sense of humor 

that attracted more than 40 participants.  He fo-

cused on the Pentateuch, the first five of the 39 

books of the Old Testament  --  Genesis, Exo-

dus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy -- 

and addressed in particular the formative events,  

traditions and faith of an ancient Israel in the 

time of Moses.  He offered challenging insights  

into the evolution of the Bible.
Among them these emerged in his initial lec-

tures --
The Old Testament is God-centered while 

the New Testament is man-centered.
The God of the Hebrews -- revealed as Yah-

weh  -- acts in history and acts for the Jewish 
people, who God designated as his chosen peo-
ple even though the Egyptians were far more  
numerous.

The Exodus of the Jews from Egypt was an  
epochal event that, in Jewish history, compares 
in importance to the Resurrection in Christian  
history. But the spectacle of six hundred thou-
sand Jews fleeing across the desert is mythical;  
the actual number was no more than a few hun-

dred, perhaps 70 families.

In 70 AD the Jews split over the role of  

Christ.  Those who saw him as the Messiah be-

came Christians; those who heard his teachings 

but believed that the Messiah had yet to arrive, 

remained Jews.

In these lectures, Murray 

Newman reflected the 

learning of a lifetime de-

voted to the study of the  

Old Testament.  A native of  

Oklahoma, he received a 

Master of Arts degree from 

Phillips University in Enid, 

Oklahoma and a Bachelor 

of Divinity degree and 

Ph.D. from Union Theologi-

cal Seminary in New York.    

After teaching stints at Vassar and Smith  

Colleges and the Union Theological Seminary, 

he embarked on a career of 41 years at the  

Episcopal Theological Seminary in Alexandria, 

Virginia, during which time he also taught at the 

Divinity School of Howard University.  In the  

course of his rich career, he pursued further  

studies in Germany, Switzerland, Paris and Eng-

land, as well as two sessions at the Ecumenical  

Institute at Tantur in Jerusalem.  
Murray moved to Collington in September, 

2002 with his wife, Janice. They divide their year 

between Collington, where they occupy a cot-

tage from November to May (Janice is an active 

member of the Flower Committee), and a sum-

mer home in Heath, Massachusetts, where Mur-

ray practices his flute and piccolo for the summer 

concerts of the Shelburne Falls Military Band in 

the nearby village of Shelburne Falls.  He has 

played with the band since 1955.
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 Grand Opening of Country Store!
By Sheila Hollies

Wow!  Have you seen our fancy new Country  

Store?  I think we should consider renaming it  

the Clocktower Boutique!  It is spacious and at-

tractive, and it’s a major convenience to have it 

so close to the mailboxes.  Judy Reilly, our Resi-

dent Services Director, has surpassed herself in 

selecting and arranging the merchandise and 

anticipating our every wish and whim.  Blessings 

and grateful thanks, Judy!

Oranges and apples are now being stocked 

on a trial basis and sliced cheese and packages 

of cold cuts can be found in the refrigerator 

case.   And for the diet unconscious, there are 

always boxes of exotic chocolates.

There are assortments of groceries, frozen 

foods, toiletries and snacks. And if you should 

look in your mirror some morning to notice that  

your skin resembles rhinoceros hide, don't de-

spair!  Just trot down to the Store and pick up 

some Wrinkle Control Cream.

If you are not in search of either food or 

beautification, you might want to look for a 

Collington tote bag or one of Sophie Claggett’s  

originals.  There is a variety of baskets made by  

the Collington weavers under the tutelage of 

Lauretta Dankers.  Not to mention the beautiful 

greeting cards -- the work of Pat French.

Denina Trotman is on duty at the Reception 

Desk opposite the Store. She started her  

Collington career as a server, then became ac-

tivities assistant on “Level Two.”  After a stint in 

the (late) Business Office, she became a mem-

ber of the team at the Security Desk.  Denina will 

greet visitors and take care of incoming and out-

going packages.  She is not there on Saturdays 

as I learned when I went over to pick up a pack-

age and found the Reception Desk unmanned.   

I thought I might just swing my legs over the 

counter and rummage for it.  I was, however,  

sternly discouraged by Margaret Martin, on duty  

in the Store.

Ah well. . .  Just  think how boring it would if 

EVERYTHING was perfect!

Nice touch:  Judy Reilly has laid in a supply 

of disposable cameras so you can take pictures 

the next time you pop the cork on a bottle of 

sparkling cider to commemorate an anniversary.   

There are chips and dips, too.   

•

March Birthdays

The moment you spotted George Dankers in 

a Farmer Brown straw hat from which assorted 

springs were sproinging, you knew the theme of 

the March birthday party sponsored by the 3000-

01 district.  

Doris Harris sang  “I Feel Pretty,” accompa-

nied by Ricky Evans, while Connie Grisard, 

MaryAverett Seelye and Pat Trammell modeled 

fetching spring costumes, tending toward green 

in deference to St. Patrick. 

 John Evans read the list of birthday cele-

brants.  A large group from Assisted Living  

came to enjoy the show which Grace Langley 

choreographed and Ruth Coale-Turner coordi-

nated. 
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You never really learn to swear until you

 learn to drive.



Remember!  There is no bad weather here,  

only wrong clothing.  Everybody takes cover in 

the hot months with broad brim hats, caps with 

long visors, light apparel, even breathing shoes. 

But most popular among the fashion-conscious, 

like Ambassador Maurice Bernbaum, is the 

guayabera.

 If it weren’t so hard to pronounce, it would 

be even more popular. The tongue twister is a 

pair of rhyming couplets, each with declining 

stress:

gwa-ya  ber-a.

 My dictionary defines guayabera as “a sport 

shirt or lightweight jacket, with several large front 

pockets, modeled upon a loose smock-like shirt 

originally worn by men in Cuba.” 

The shirt hangs loosely from the shoulders,  

is cut low under the arms to facilitate air flow, 

with tails that are well below the waist but above 

miniskirt length.  All-cotton is preferable but 

blends can eliminate the need for ironing.

I first saw the guayabera in the Philippines 

not long after the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  Fulfilling 

the 19th century traditions of the 

former Spanish colony, some thirty 

couples danced, the men dressed 

in white guayaberas, the women 

wearing white dresses decorated 

with colorful flowers.

Guayaberas are popular along 

the coasts of Mexico, in Central 

America, northern South America, 

and in the Caribbean. I took 

guayaberas on visits to Havana 

where good ones have not been 

easily available since the 

Revolution. In that steamy and 

sweaty climate a fresh guayabera is 

a daily necessity.

 In tropical Hispanic countries guayaberas 

are acceptable socially or in business.  Every 

guayabera devotee should have at least one 

long-sleeved model buttoned at the wrist, proper 

for a call on the President of the Republic.

 It would be unfair not to admit that the 

guayabera has competitors. In the Anglo 

Caribbean there is the shirtjac, which looks hot 

and confining.  In recent years the Hawaiian 

shirt, looking as if it’s about to come off, has 

been gaining on the guayabera in the United 

States.  It has been a favorite of former 

Presidents Harry Truman and Jack Yale. In a 

class by itself, however, is the Brits’ safari suit, 

worn with imperial chic by Ted Hawkins.

 Collingtonians who wish for comfort during 

the coming hot summer can shop for a 

guayabera in Miami, New York, or on the 

Internet.  Try www.google, then enter 

”guayabera.”
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The Guayabara Gang -- from front to back: Tom Aldrich, Walter Sharp, 

Doyen Klein, Cole Blasier, Art Longacre and Maurice Bernbaum.             

For Summer  --  The  Guayabera  
By  Cole Blasier

Photo by Elsie Seetoo



 New  Committee  Chairs 

 Betty Atherton, newly elected chair of the     

Hospitality Committee, joined it as soon as she 

arrived at Collington.  However, the 2003 Christ-

mas Party, which she staged, marked her debut 

into community-wide activities.  Betty feels very  

strongly that the activities of the committee  

should include all of Collington’s residents --   

people who live in the Arbor as well as their thelr 

neighbors in the 5000 clusters where she lives in 

cottage 5012.  

Betty’s background in the Foreign Service as 

an Ambassador’s wife has provided her with a 

wealth of experience in entertaining.  We are 

grateful that she will take on this Chairmanship -- 

which, she is quick to add -- she shares with 

Margaret Aldrich who moved here with her 

husband Tom in 2000.

Margaret is particularly concerned about 

welcoming newcomers and helping them feel at 

home, especially at the Welcoming Party,  

“where new arrivals can be greeted warmly, 

invited into the Collington family, and have their  

questions answered,” Margaret says.     

Florence Marion, who was asked to take the   

chairmanship of the Creative Arts Committee at 

a recent meeting, is also on familiar ground.    

The quilts and other examples of needlework 

Florence has put on display for our enjoyment,  

establish her place in the area of crafts.               

Lauretta Dankers’ Monday afternoon basket 

weaving class is thriving with four pupils:  

 Diana Kalmus, Lynn Kleinfelder and Eliza Miller,  

all Collington residents, and Pam Lupo, a retired 

teacher from Woodmore school who has been a 

member of the group for several years.  Lauretta  

has been heading this program since October 

1989.  She has taught 57 pupils who produced 

407 baskets.  Lauretta, alone, has made 138.   

Thanks to husband George for these statistics.

Our kiln is now in place and Flo is looking for 

a ceramics teacher.  Neither Mary Louise  

Knobbe, who once worked with the program,   

nor Virginia Yager, a pro and an expert on 

glazes, feels up to taking on the job just now. 

An example of Virginia’s work in tile hangs has 

recently been hung on the seond floor corridor 

between the Marketing Office and the Clinic.

       

•
Marketing:  Sales Are Up

Temperatures began to moderate.  Daffodils 

burst into bloom.  And prospective residents 

ventured out to look us over.

  Four move-ins are scheduled for April.   

During the month of March, sales zoomed.  As 

we go to press on March 26, our marketers have 

made eight hard sales, with two they hope to  

close before the month is out.  Kassie Foundos, 

senior marketing counselor, determination in her 

tone, says:  “I want to report ten sales in March.”

The 5100 cluster is now fully sold.  There are 

three vacancies in the 5000 cluster, not counting  

the model cottage.

And interest surges.  Fifty-one people will  

come on April 6  to visit and have lunch.  “That,” 

says Holly Mitchell of marketing, “is a record 

number.”

Before the azaleas bloom we are bound to 

have further sales to report.
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By Frances Kolarek

When we caught up with Herb  

Gordon in the Country Store recently 

he was more interested in talking 

about his new hybrid car than anything 

else.  “I just got it yesterday,” he said, 

“and it’s not as fancy as Louise Hud-

dleston’s.  But I tell you.  It's some-

thing else.  I’ll take you for a ride, see  

for yourself.”

This kind of ebullient response is 

typical of Herb.  He had barely gotten 

his name on the Collington telephone list before 

he had been nicknamed  “Mr. Congeniality” and 

was taking part in spelling bees for the Fun-da-

Thon and helping out with the New Year’s Eve 

party.

When we talked he was substituting in the 

store for Louise who was in California spending 

time with family.

At last year’s New Year’s Eve celebration 

Herb took the stage, front and center, to emcee 

a number of songs and funny sayings.  Dancing 

was widespread that night, thanks to the music 

of the excellent band, which seemed to know ex-

actly what songs set our toes to tapping.

 Most recently, we have seen Herb starring  

with Cynthia Parker in the skit that led off the an-

nual Talent Night, back “by popular demand” in 

our refurbished auditorium.  The skit, involving 

an acrophobic woman on a Ferris wheel, played 

by Cynthia, and Herb, her unwitting seat mate, 

went off very well, considering that Herb’s lapel  

mike went out, or suffered one of those lapses 

we have come to expect from the new sound 

equipment with which we are not yet completely 

familiar.  

Herb shares Cottage 5004 with his wife  

Helen, who is a reporter for this journal.  She  

urges us to recognize every single performer at 

the February Talent Night, but since we are 

pressed for space in this issue -- and the audito-

rium was crowded the night of the performance 

which was also rebroadcast on Channel 25 -- we  

apologize to all who participated and hope the 

applause they enjoyed suffices as recognition for 

their participation.  

     We are sure that Herb’s interest in so 

many of Collington activities will bring his name 

back to these pages often in the future, along  

with those of his talented fellow thespians.
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Herb Gordon, Mr. Congeniality

  Herb with his new hybrid car in front of the Gordon cottage.
Photo by Elsie Seetoo

If you get an envelope from a company 

called the Internal Revenue Service, DO 

NOT OPEN IT! 

This group operates a scam around this 

time every year...



Helen Gordon Notes. . .

Collington’s latest museum-worthy acquisi-

tion, hanging in the Clocktower lobby, consists of 

four six-foot high Chinese scrolls dating back to 

1875.  Originally acquired in a single roll by a 

resident’s grandmother in China in 1928, the 

scrolls were donated to Collington in the same 

unopened roll on the condition that we frame 

and hang them.  They are the highlight of a gal-

lery that now includes a number of articles of an-

tique furniture given by residents, including a 

small oval desk of exquisite workmanship.

�
Also available in the same area are 15 hand-

some computer-created and professionally 

printed color brochures promoting the work of 

Collington’s many Activity Committees, a project 

that has “been in the works for many years,” 

Frances Kolarek says.  Frances also wrote the 

35-page Collington Concierge which is given to 

new arrivals.   

�
Spring stirs much action on the Hilltop Gar-

den.  There are 18 plots to be assigned, a shed 

full of tools to maintain, and Curtis Langford, 

chairman of the committee, shares his advice 

and experience with any who ask. The garden-

ers make surplus produce available to residents 

and staff.  This year the first $100 has been ear-

marked toward payment of the printing cost of 

the activities brochures.

�
The “seascape” in the new bridge between 

the apartment building and the Creighton Center 

is the work of Ria Hawkins, co-chair of the  

Flower Committee.  She made it of driftwood,  

sand and shells she brought back from her Flor-

ida vacation.

�
Well worth a slice of your time is the ring  

binder commemorating our 15th Anniversary in 

photographs. The pictures were taken by Elsie 

Seetoo at the gatherings of residents who had 

moved here during a specific month over the 

years, of the ice cream social, the awarding of 

15-year pins by interim Executive Director David  

Zwald and other occasions.

Thanks to Dottie Morris for collecting the pic-

tures and putting them together so attractively.  

And to Carolyn Browning for her efforts to keep 

15th Anniversary celebrations up and running.  

Look for this volume on the shelf with the binders 

containing our personal rap sheets.

�
The framed collage of all the dogs and cats 

that ever lived at Collington is back in its old  

place -- on a wall opposite the auditorium.  Bar-

bara Hall and Bob MacCarthy collected the pho-

tographs and arranged them some years ago.  

Time for an update?

�
Thanks to Jo and King Carr, a group of young 

women from Yale University, wearing various 

Eastern European national costumes, delighted 

us with Slavic songs sung with such authenticity 

you could almost smell slivovitz in the air!  The 

Carr’s granddaughter, Rachel Sussman, a senior 

at Yale, is a member of the group.  She tells her 

grandmother that “the Collington audience was 

one of the most appreciative we’ve had on the 
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High Honors for Dr. Kendall

As the holder of fourteen honorary degrees 

of Doctor of Philosophy, Katherine Kendall is no  

stranger to honors.

But when, at the end of Feb-

ruary, The Katherine A. Kendall 

Institute for International Social 

Work Education was established 

as an “integral part of the Council 

on Social Work Education,”  

Katherine was bowled over.

“This sort of honor usually 

comes after you have made a   

million dollar contribution -- or 

have died.  And I have done 

neither,” Katherine remarks with 

a smile.  “It has literally taken my breath away.”

 The Council prospectus speaks of a “world 

where geographic boundaries are permeable 

and where access to information is both rapid  

and almost universal.”  It is in this world that 

Katherine, now in her nineties, has long circu-

lated and continues to dwell.

The Institute’s aims are “to address the con-

ditions of poverty. . . staggering levels of dis-

ease, lack of access to health care, employment,  

clean water and peaceful coexistence with one’s 

neighboring countries.”  It is “through the educa-

tion of students and faculties [in social work pro-

grams] that the Institute plans to address these 

conditions. . .”

In an encomium outlining Katherine’s educa-

tional background and experience, the director 

emeritus of the Council of Social Work Educa-

tion said:  “Dr. Kendall is an inspiration and role 

model as much for her strength of character, 

zest, good humor and unquestioned integrity, as 

for her incredible achievements.

“For over sixty years she has been . . . a 

source of encouragement and support to hun-

dreds of students and colleagues around the  

world.  Her intelligence, wis-

dom, quiet wit, thoughtfulness, 

personal warmth and genuine 

concern for others has earned 

her the admiration and respect 

of  (literally) princes and pau-

pers, captains of industry and 

humble laborers, the influential 

and powerful, and the weak and 

oppressed.”

With pride and affection,  

Collington congratulates an-

other of its outstanding resi-

dents on aspiring, achieving, and finally, crown-

ing a stellar career with rare honors.                        

                                                      F.K.       
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It’s A Tough Life

We all get upset by major trauma in our lives.    

Yet it is often the little disasters that set us off in 

spasms of rage and frustration!   

Take those bills enclosing a return envelope  

with a window where the address must appear.   

If there’s just one sheet to return, it may work 

fine.  But just try stuffing in several pieces of pa-

per and see what happens  -- especially if you’re 

in a hurry.

I would, however, like to vent the full force of 

my spleen on the packaging industry.  It has be-

come so bad that there is scarcely a product on 

the market which one does not need a weapon 

to open.  I have a medication which always 

raises my frustration level.  Twelve tiny pills are  

firmly wrapped in a multilayered covering of 

heavy cardboard measuring (I kid you not)  2 

1/2” by 2 1/2” by 5”.   First you must loosen the 

glue which holds the whole thing together.  Then 

press the contents on its navel with one hand,  

while pulling hard on a partially concealed tab  

with the other.  If you are fortunate, the package 

will then reluctantly extrude a wee pill -- carefully 

embedded, of course, in more cardboard.  Then 

all you have to do is take a knife point and ex-

tract said pill from its little nest.

An adage frequently offered up by an aunt of 

mine was “These little things are sent to try us, 

dear.”  This didn’t help then and it doesn’t now.   

D***   D***   D***!

Sadly, life is full of annoyances.  So, let’s  

pour out a glass of our favorite beverage, tune in 

to some good music, and settle back in the full 

knowledge that we will survive and triumph!   

Wine, anyone?  Oh, just a minute . . . I can’t 

seem to get the cork out.                          S.H.

 Back from the Wars

Brand new here, having just moved into 

apartment 352, Lynn Kleinfelder needed to take 

ten.  The bottle of apple juice in her refrigerator 

looked like just the ticket, but a stubborn plastic 

wrapping got in her way.  Jabbing at it with a 

sharp knife, Lynn wound up with a deep cut on 

her index finger.

A sheet of pink paper attached to the refrig-

erator door suggested calling Security on 2020 in 

an emergency, and Lynn was gratified to find 

that, although it was after hours, a staff member 

appeared at her door a couple of minutes later.    

He was soon followed by a nurse who bandaged 

her finger so thoroughly that her whole hand was 

covered.

Lynn’s new motorized wheel chair was prov-

ing a little tricky to master and on the second 

evening, she sent it crashing into a trash can in 

her kitchen, hurting her foot.  Her second call to 

2020 was as successful as her first, and soon 

her foot was bandaged.

 On her third night, just as she began to feel 

that things were moving along normally, her arm 

began to bleed copiously at the point where the 

needle had been inserted that morning for a di-

alysis procedure.

Lynn was beginning to feel more than a little 

self-conscious about calling for help yet again.   

But the system worked as well the third time.   

And now, in addition to a bandaged hand and 

foot, she sported a heavily bandaged arm.

The following evening, as she rode confi-

dently into the dining room, a neighbor sized up 

her bandaged state and greeted her with a  

cheery:  “Hello! Just back from Baghdad?”  F.K.      
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American  Art  

July 4, 2006  -- mark the date -

- you are invited to the opening of 

the newly renovated American Art 

Museum, a comprehensive collec-

tion of art in a graceful building of 

historical significance.

Dr. Elizabeth Broun, director of the museum, 

which is part of the Smithsonian, as well as the 

Renwick Gallery, spoke in March of the role of 

American art as a vehicle through which we can 

better understand how our country grew and de-

veloped.  Our art records our heritage.

The building, which is shared with the Na-

tional Portait Gallery, began as the Patent Office  

and saw Abraham Lincoln’s Inaugural Ball 

shortly before his assassination. 

Renovations are uncovering many windows 

walled over back in the 1960s when the Smith-

sonian took possession.  The new version will be 

lighter, airier.  But for visual excitement, the 

completed project will include a huge glass-cov-

ered courtyard, the largest in the world -- give or 

take a few inches.   

Meanwhile, its art treasures are touring the 

United States, on loan to museums across the 

country, enjoying an ever-wider audience.  

Elizabeth Broun, a polished speaker, gave us 

glimpses of how the museum keeps abreast of 

the technological advances of the computer age.  

Joan of Art, a website where questions about art 

are personally answered, is a project she con-

ceived.  With the advent of digital photography 

and electronic databases, the museum con-

stantly strives to keep abreast of the latest 

technology -- not a simple task. F.K.                

    

Ilaldene Filer -- Neighbor
By Catherine Hudson

During her thirty years in the Army Nurse 

Corps, Iladene Filer was posted in Korea and  

Germany as well as the office of the Surgeon 

General in Washington, D.C.  Dean, who retired 

as a full Colonel, says her only direct command 

in the military was in Seoul where she ordered 

nurses to “stand down” after an exhausting day 

administering to wounded brought in from the 

battlefield during the Korean war.

When she retired from the military, Dene  

joined the faculty at Catholic University where  

she became director of the B.S. degree program 

in nursing. She was also instrumental in develop-

ing the B.S. program in nursing at the University 

of Maryland and succeeded in persuading the 

“powers that be” to allow students to transfer 

credits from one college to another.

Mamie Eisenhower, whom Dene met at a  

reception, was her single VIP encounter. She 

was attending a reception when Mrs. Eisen-

hower tapped her on the shoulder and edged her 

toward a collection of potted palms. Sheltering 

behind them, Mamie said,  “Stand in front of me.  

I’ve got to roll up my stockings.”

Born and raised in the Pacific Northwest,  

Dene grew up in the foothills of the Cascade 

mountains.  Growing up there has inspired her to 

indulge her innate love of nature here at Colling-

ton.  A legacy of trees, planted and nurtured, 

tells us “Dene Filer was here.”

A member of Collington’s Board of Directors, 

Dene enriches our lives with her charming 

personality.  We are pleased that she chose to 

spend her retirement years at Collington.

Dr.  Broun
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A new leaflet explaining some of Collington’s 

origin tells how in 1670 Ninian Beall obtained 

300 acres on the east side of the Patuxent River 

and named it Collington. Has the river changed 

its course? We are on the WEST side by a few 

miles.

•
The revived Talent Night on February 24 (too 

late for treatment in our March issue) exposed 

several pleasant possibilities for further such ex-

ploitation.  Like North Carolinian Marion Henry’s 

a cappellla presentation of Pearl Bailey’s famous 

plea Legalize My Name.  It could have inspired 

letters to congressmen.  Marion sings other 

things, too.

•
Collington, at age 15, is getting a pool table,  

we learn from Art Longacre who says he never 

played pool.  There goes the neighborhood.

•
By what authority are some words no-nos in 

polite society when other words that mean the  

same thing are acceptable?  What the 

@X%Z&P#$!

•
 Are you a waste watcher who, when given a 

new prescription for an old ailment, first finishes 

up what’s remaining of the old one?

•

     The Passing Scene:  Exec. Dir. Sally 

Erdman-Jones helping out in the dining room  

during a brief server shortage. . . Carolyn Fair 

felt so much better after hearing the radio report 

of Oklahoma State’s basketball victory over 

Texas U. that she immediately left her sickbed.  

She had fed the Okla. Aggies several years be-

fore coming here. . .  The automatic door to the 

Clocktower still grunts at us. . .   But with Denina  

Trotman installed at the reception desk and the 

Country Store just opposite we no longer feel  

unwanted. . .   Those who recall enjoying the old 

Lawrence Welk TV show (nobody liked it but the 

viewers) can catch reruns occasionally on Chan-

nel 22, usually on Sunday. . .  Sheila Hollies 

notes that some new Collington residents refer to 

the Creighton Center as “The Big House”. . .   

Maybe like a plantation.

•
Memorable Mots

“I kid you not.”

“The play’s the thing.”

“The uniform he wore, was  . . .”

“What did you know, and   . . .”

“It’s a piece of cake.”

•
We’ve seen some good operas on film here.  

Music and costumes aside, the simplistic story 

lines remind us of the old “horse operas” of Sat-

urday afternoon movies and the latter-day soap 

operas. Maybe that explains something.

•
Astronaut Mouse, stepping out of space 

ship:  “Take me to your liederkranz.”

Also .  . .
           By  Layne Beaty
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