
Marjorie Hyer, who for 17 years was religion 

editor of The Washington Post, may be the only 

Collington resident to receive a telephone call 

purporting to be from Jesus Christ.  

One Good Friday, a man identifying 

himself as Jesus called. Marjorie 

quickly countered, “Then you should 

be hanging on a cross,” whereupon 

the caller hung up.

When Marjorie started work at The  

Post, her desk was right across the 

aisle from what was known as 

“Watergate Central.”  Bob Woodward 

and Carl Bernstein, who broke the story, were 

the focus of attention.  When filming began on 

“All the President’s Men,” Dustin Hoffman 

frequently sat near Marjorie’s desk, quietly 

observing the action in the City Room, soaking 

up the kinds of details he needed to play the  

Bernstein role.

 It was a time of considerable ferment in both 

nation and religion. And Marjorie earned a 

reputation for covering religion with fairness and 

depth.  

The empowerment and participation of 

women and laity was creating conflict in many 

denominations and her coverage of this, 

especially in the Roman Catholic Church, put 

her on the map with both The Post and the wider 

religious community.  “Liberals and conser-

vatives alike complained I was unfair, which in 

fact meant I was being neutral and fair 

to both,” she commented.  She 

especially appreciated getting to know 

the religious figures she wrote about 

as human beings -- especially nuns in 

the Roman Catholic Church.  

As her reputation for fairness grew,   

good stories began to come in over 

the phone from people who, for good 

or ill, appealed to the press for a 

hearing when religious authorities refused to 

listen.  

Such was the case of a Northern Virginia 

woman whose Mormon leaders demanded she 

stop lobbying for the Equal Rights Amendment 

or face dismissal from her church.  She refused 

and the church ousted her -- the entire 

controversy carefully documented by Marjorie in 

The Post.  

In the years she covered religion for the 

paper, Marjorie came to know many local and 

international religious leaders.  She had great 

admiration for Bishop John Walker.  “When the 

spotlight shone on the Episcopal Church and its 

struggles with the place and role of women, he
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was always accessible,” she said.  

She covered the ecclesiastical trial of the 

Rev. William Wendt, an activist who violated 

church discipline by allowing a female priest to 

preside at the Eucharist in his parish in the early 

1970s (the writer served as a judge on the Ap-

pellate Court in that trial).

  Marjorie once reported on a worship service 

in a chapel on the lower level of Washington Na-

tional Cathedral when the President of the Di-

ocesan Episcopal Church Women was invited to 

preach.  She opened her sermon, “In the name 

of the Mother, Daughter and Holy Spirit.  If you 

heard those words every time you came to 

church, what would your images of God be?”    

The Post story the following day was picked up 

around the world,  creating an international out-

cry.

Marjorie was born in Kansas on a wheat farm 

and walked to a one-room schoolhouse a mile 

distant.  She went to college in Wichita, later 

graduating from the University of Chicago’s Di-

vinity School. 

During World War II, while working with 

American Field Service, she visited American 

colleges to prepare them to receive students 

from war torn parts of the world.  At the end of 

the war she went to Berlin to work with The 

Friends who were helping the thousands of 

“displaced persons” there.  Victims of the war 

who were unable or unwilling to return to their 

native homes, often without any papers, these 

were people who needed help in finding new 

homes in new countries.

Back in the States, Marjorie continued to 

write and travel, promoting the cause of dis-

placed persons.  She did public relations work 

for the National Council of Churches and worked 

for the Religious News Service.  Then, working 

as a freelancer, she caught the eye of The 

Washington Post and was offered a job on its 

staff.  
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  In observance of April Fool’s 

Day, we have sprinkled  11 en-

tertaining, if spurious, facts 

throughout this issue.  See if 

you can  find all of them . 

Sample:

  As a young man , so and so   

(fill in the name of your 

choice)  once spent three days 

in a revolving door.
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Professionals who visit Collington’s wood-

shop are not just impressed; they are over-

whelmed.  The machinery is up-to-date and com-

plete. 

Hobbyists moving to Collington often bring 

their own hand tools, and over time a lot of stuff 

has accumulated in the Woodshop. 

The members asked themselves, “Who could 

make use of this surplus?”  George Dankers, a 

one-time ship designer came up with a thought.  

 He suggested that the Alexandria Seaport 

Foundation could make use of the $500-worth of 

saws, wrenches, putty knives, screw drivers, sol-

dering irons, etc., etc. that had accumulated.     

Joe Youcha, executive director of the organi-

zation, was delighted at the offer, and last month 

Howell Crim, Director of the Apprentice Program 

came to Collington to accept the tools.

 The Alexandria Seaport Foundation sponsors 

a tough-love program that 

reaches out to young people who 

are not successful in school and 

are facing likely failure, and 

teaches them how to build boats.  

    The program helps these ap-

prentices get a GED, and then 

teaches them woodworking and 

boat-building techniques.  Upon 

successful completion of the 

program, ASF’s Boat Building 

Apprentices are placed in the 

Carpenters Union’s Joint School  

of Carpentry to begin a four-year 

apprenticeship.

The Washington Chorus Outreach Singers,  

in one of a series of free concerts, joined our 

Collington Singers in early March to bring an out-

standing afternoon of music.

The Washington Chorus, a Grammy Award 

winner, under the direction of Thea Kano, joined  

our singers to bring favorites like Moon River and 

The Nearness of You.

Gailyn Gwin, director of  The Collington Sing-

ers, led our voices in Only Have Eyes for You 

and an Australian folk song, Botany Bay.  Louise 

Huddleston accompanied on the piano.

A bit of Bluegrass found its way into the con-

cert to round out a well-balanced pogram.  We 

thank our visitors for joining our own singers.
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Howell Crim, director, Apprentice program of ASF, Woodshop chairman Jim 

Whitaker, members Curtis Langford and George Dankers.  Far right is Ever 

Hernandez, graduate apprentice. 

Woodshop Makes Gift of Surplus Tools

Voices in Song



  Art Buchwald, whose newspaper columns 

kept us laughing for generations, checked into a 

Washington D.C. hospice as his health failed.   

But he got better and returned home to write a 

book , Too Soon to Say Goodbye, which he 

hoped would make hospice a household word.

Read how hospice can impact us and our 

families at Collington as we approach death.

A Special Kind of Care
by Dolores Lewis    

Hospice is about caring, not curing. It pro-

vides a special kind of care, offering physical 

comfort as well as emotional and spiritual sup-

port. It is available to those diagnosed by their 

physicians as having six months or fewer to live, 

or those whose quality of life has diminished to 

such a point that special attention is needed.  It 

is committed to alleviating pain and suffering.  

When the time comes to make a decision, the 

family and the patient meet with the treating phy-

sician, Collington’s Director of Nursing and our 

Social Worker.  The decision to opt for hospice 

care belongs, by law, to the patient.  

Whether care is provided at home or in a 

room in the Creighton Center, hospice is commit-

ted to:

Treating the patient’s physical, emotional and 

spiritual needs.

Enabling patients to remain as free of pain as 

possible.   

 Helping family members accept the decline 

and eventual loss of a loved one.

 Regarding quality of life as important to the 

end.

Once hospice care has been chosen, Social 

Services recommends that the patient and/or 

family read the literature from each of the three 

hospice providers in this area.  Collington’s 

Health Services Committee has put together a 

pamphlet listing all three with phone numbers 

and web site addresses.  Each of the three    

providers will be happy to consult with you.

Whether the patient stays in his own unit or 

takes a room in the Creighton Center, a team of 

doctors, nurses, social workers, counselors, 

home health aides, clergy, therapists and volun-

teers stands ready to offer support to family 

members as well as the patient.

If care is given at home, the hospice person-

nel will assess the needs and recommend any 

equipment that will add to the patient’s comfort 

and arrange for it to be delivered.

Managing pain -- important for both the pa-

tient and his family members and friends -- is 

where hospice can be most helpful.  Staff are in-

formed about the latest methods of pain control.

 Physical and occupational therapists assist 

patents to remain as mobile and self-sufficient as 

possible.  They are often joined by specialists in 

music and art therapy, diet counseling, etc.  

Hospice is not affiliated with any religious or-

ganization.  Chaplains of all religions and de-

nominations are ready to serve its clients.

Hospice counselors are experienced in help-

ing family members prepare for their eventual 

loss.  And their interest does not end there.   

Each year a commemorative ceremony is held 

which bereaved family members may attend.

We hope this information has helped to re-

move what Art Buchwald called “the mystery” 

surrounding this helpful and caring organization. 4                   The Collingtonian         April 2007



Honors for Residents

The Residents Council has again bestowed 

honors on a group of Collingtonians, the longest-

in-residence being Emily Baker.

“A ‘Party Girl’ in the Best Sense” headlined 

the record of her accomplishments, including her 

election to Collington’s Board of Directors.  As 

chair and longtime member of the Hospitality 

Committee, she has overseen parties celebrating 

birthdays, Halloween, Christmas, and many, 

many others.

“A Mathematical Genius” describes Margaret 

Martin, who chaired the Fiscal Review Commit-

tee for six years and was president of the Resi-

dents Association for two terms.  “Her extraordi-

nary versatility has been seen as she helps man-

age media equipment and presentations,” the ci-

tation reads.

“Words and Music” introduces Layne and 

Virginia Beaty, each of whom has made note-

worthy contributions to community life.  Layne 

served as editor of The Collingtonian for three 

years and continues to contribute a page of hu-

mor.  Virginia’s talent at the piano keys has 

brought her wide recognition and appreciation.

Wearin’ of the Green

It was an impromptu affair.  At the last minute  

Pat King was putting on the finishing touches in 

a floppy green hat -- only one of the many she 

wears in her job as chair of the Hospitality Com-

mittee.  

Don Paradis, co-conspirator, spent the better 

part of a day duplicating the words to a score of 

Irish songs.

On March 17 the Ivy Lounge blossomed in 

green tablecloths, shamrocks, a floral arrange-

ment of Bells of Ireland which Pat found in the 

Flower Room cooler, and a lot of enthusiastic 

guests who got the word, thanks to the efforts of 

Ainslee Embree, Dora Halton and others. 

The wine and beer flowed freely as a happy 

crowd gathered around the piano for an old- 

fashioned sing.  Faith ‘n’ begorrah!
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Don Paradis, disguised as a leprechaun, 
played piano

 

 The 56 signers of the Declaration 

of Independence all went home 

with free tote bags.

  

 50% of Americans  account for 

1/2 the U.S. population.

   

    We hear that at the Vatican, 

Wednesday is spaghetti night.



More About Computers 
  Jim Whitaker writes:

“Anne Stone’s article in the last issue about 

computer-literate residents set me to thinking.  

Thirty years ago I was teaching a class at the 

University of Connecticut in computer program-

ming using the Watfive language.  It was all 

mathematical problems.  Each statement was 

punched into a card and the pack of cards thus 

produced was carried across campus to be run 

at the University Computer Center.  One error 

meant a roundtrip across campus to make the 

correction.

The fellows at the Computer Center were 

talking about a new program, PL-One, that could 

work with words.  In my faulty vision of the fu-

ture, I wondered why anyone would want to use 

a computer to work with words? Computers were 

for mathematical problems!  How wrong I was!

My first personal computer was purchased in 

1991.  It had no harddrive and depended on two 

diskettes for memory.  What a change!  Today 

one can buy a reasonably good computer for the 

same amount of cash.”

Jim’s words echo those of many Collingtoni-

ans with experience using computers both at 

work and at home.

We have focused on residents who use their 

computers to benefit the entire community,  and 

two additional names need mentioning -- Mary 

Ann Pellerin and Elsie Seetoo.  

Mary Ann Pellerin has for years used her 

skills in videographing events at Collington.   

With her computer she edits these, makes titles 

for them and labels videotapes and DVDs.  

A resident who wants a copy of his “Know 

Your Neighbor” talk or an interesting lecture of a 

guest speaker, can get one from Mary Ann for 

$5.00.  Any excess funds beyond the expense of 

materials she donates to the Recreation Commit-

tee of the Residents Association.

 As chair of the Walker Interfaith Chapel 

Committee, she also produces posters, minutes 

and correspondence on her Mac.

Elsie Seetoo, whose photographs of new ar-

rivals and birthday celebrants are posted on the 

main bulletin board in the Library corridor, also  

uses her digital camera to take the pictures we 

use in The Collingtonian.  She copies them to a 

disk and sends them along to the editor who 

sizes and crops them to fit the available space.

Elsie, by the way, started using computers 

years ago when she worked at the National Insti-

tutes of Health.  
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   At the beginning of  his 

career, Harry Houdini’s 

signature trick was getting out 

of dinner with his in-laws.

   One out of every 200 sheep is    

allergic  to wool.



  Changes in Our Library
By Robert Elkin

Although they say that “genius is one percent

inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration,”  

the new inspiring leadership in the Collington Li-

brary seems to be putting in the hours right along 

with their crew of committed volunteers. Accord-

ing to co-chairs Pat Battin and Agnes Hatfield, 

there are a covey of improvements being worked 

on to make the Library a more useful and friendly 

cultural center.

By sometime this summer, we readers will 

have access to a brand new cataloguing system 

that will help us find any book in the Library. For 

those of us with computers, we’ll be able to find 

out from home whether the Library has a book 

we want. A team of volunteer typists is building 

the new computer-based finding-list system; so 

far, they have entered about 5,000 books, or 

75% of the collection. A new low-tech circulation 

system will also be initiated.

The Library Committee is also reshaping the 

collection with the aim of specializing in the kinds 

of books that Collingtonians read; not what we 

say we read but what we actually check out. As 

a result of this analysis, the collection will consist 

of approximately two-thirds fiction and mystery 

with the rest in biography, U.S. history, large- 

print books and a substantial reference collec-

tion. Because of limited space, other highly spe-

cialized areas donated in the past will not be 

maintained.

The Library continues to thrive on donated 

books but suggests that potential contributors 

call before depositing large numbers of books.

With a sizeable dollar gift from Laura Burch, 

the Library is delighted to be able to extend its 

large-print collection, one that is already well 

used. A call has gone out for people using these 

books to suggest new books of interest. Pat says 

that the Library always welcomes resident 

thoughts on books to buy; “this is especially im-

portant when we are enlarging a particular col-

lection such as the large print.”

To top off its energetic plans, the Library has 

purchased and installed a new computer for resi-

dent and staff use. With a basic XP format the 

computer is set up to access the Internet or e-

mail. Collington is financing this access.

Pat and Agnes report that much of the addi-

tional work of these improvements is being done 

by a nucleus of 10 on the Library Committee. In 

addition, another seven shelvers work through-

out the year. “We’ve been very fortunate in the 

quality and quantity of volunteer work in the 

Library,” says Agnes Hatfield.

 Sounds like they’ve found a good mix of in-

spiration and perspiration to change the way the 

Library works for the better.

  In the 1960’s, Fidel  and Raoul 

Castro  double-dated  Eva and 

Zsa  Zsa- Gabor.

Bagpipes were brought to the 

British Isles by the Romans who 

were trying to get rid of them.
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Gardening Advice: Keep it Simple
By Faith Jackson

I’ve been asked to give you a short version of 

my garden talk of last February which I should 

have called “Do as I say, Not as I do.”  I would 

happily wax lyrical about every one of my plants, 

but space precludes.  

The gardening space allotted to you is not 

exactly as big as Rock Creek Park, so what are 

you going to do with it?  Remember: Less is 

More, be selective, in order to leave some room 

for outdoor living.  

Read the Collington Garden Pamphlet. We 

are allowed to use 15 feet out from the house 

wall and 5 feet on adjacent cottage walls without 

a window on our side.  I, for example, made a 

flagstone patio extension with a boxwood border 

to complete the 15-foot depth, and painted the 

existing concrete a shade of green after I had 

torn off the mildewed mess of outdoor carpet I 

had inherited.  

I planted the adjacent cottage wall on one 

side, under my den window on the other and 

around my end of cottage wall. You can do this, 

too.

 Lucky me!  My yard backs on to the road 

leading into Collington, bordered by very large 

pines beyond my patio.  I was granted permis-

sion to underplant them with shade plants.  So I 

was able to fashion a garden space with a curve 

in it.  If you stand at either end of the road or look 

out the right windows in the Creighton Center,  

you can see my “vista,” of which I am very proud. 

Good suggestions are found if you Google 

Global Warming and choose items with nursery 

advice, especially Four Seasons grasses.

Buy annuals and perennials.  Do your bit for 

global warming, save yourelectricity and water, 

and let the nurseries use their energy to plant 

from seed. 

Choose hardy perennials for Maryland-to- 

North Carolina climate range.  These include 

goldenrod from wherever you find it, shasta 

daisies, iris, fall asters, cone flowers,herbs like 

the sages, lavender, and lovage, bee balm and 

knee-high ageratum.  Stick with tried and true 

annual marigolds, zinnias and cosmos, for ram-

pant color.

Stop feeding rabbits, groundhogs and deer 

with hosta!!!   Use liriope and dusty miller for 

borders; green and silver is a cool planting. 

Stop feeding the critters with impatiens!!  

They usually leave the begonias alone.  Wher-

ever you can, choose ground cover like lamium 

and epimedium over thick ivy and pachysandra 

that hide critters.

 If you don't want to do any of the above, put 

some good looking plants in a handsome con-

tainer on your patio.  Save water with a well-

placed bucket for use after after each rain.  

Every bit helps.  

Finally, indulge with a secret favorite.  Mine? 

A Hellebore.  

Call me if you want to talk gardens. Any 

time.
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  Seven percent of Americans lick self-adhesive 

stamps..

             

 Atlases in 1890 excluded the State of  Florida 

because its shape was too suggestive.



“Not a Good Day”
By Dorothy Brown

With the deadline for sending tax information 

to her CPA fast approaching, Ginge Peddle 

spent a March morning toiling away over lists of 

deductions and sources of income.

Before knocking off for the day and heading 

for lunch, she stacked all relevant papers on a 

card table and topped the pile with a heavy suit-

case.  Why?  Because Ginge shares Cottage 

1105 with a feline shredding machine and she 

knew that in her absence he might reduce her 

papers to fragments.

“He’s a juvenile delinquent,” she says of her 

nine-month-old cat, Lucky.  Lucky is a lovely 

creature with a black-and-brown striped coat and 

a long bottle-brush tail useful for knocking things  

over.  “He hates to see anything right-side up,” 

Ginge says.

The next morning, ready to resume her pa-

perwork, Ginge picked up the suitcase and to   

her horror, discovered that Lucky had upset a 

glass of water which had seeped under the pile 

of papers, soaking the lot.  She was faced with a 

soggy mess.

Pieces of paper were stuck together.  “I tried 

drying them out in the oven,” Ginge explains, 

“but I was afraid they’d get scorched.”  So she 

hung them up to dry with clothes pins.  They 

were, however, badly rumpled.  Hence the iron-

ing -- an effort, not entirely successful, to smooth 

out the wrinkles, which left a sticky black residue 

on the iron.

No.  Not a good day.

Welcome, New Arrivals!
By Helen  Gordon

Dorothy Tupper, who recently moved into 

Apartment 109, has been a Maryland resident for 

30 years, and for 25 of them worked at BWI Air-

port for TWA.  

Dorothy has three daughters and six grand-

children, living variously in Bowie, Beltsvillle and 

Durham, North Carolina.  She is looking forward 

to going on trail walks when the weather im-

proves.  The last two were canceled because of 

the bad weather.

Dorothy Davenport, Apartment 337, contin-

ues her long, deep involvement with Mt. Horeb 

Baptist Church where she has held virtually 

every important office over the years.

A native Washingtonian she is a Howard 

University graduate who worked for 30 years for 

the Federal government.  She enjoys reading,  

crossword puzzles and music.

She was once a member of the Toast Mis-

tress Club where she learned how to preside 

over meetings. Committees!  Pay heed!

Eileen Shoemaker, Apartment 350, is from 

Bethesda.  Her first career was with the CIA, and 

her second was with the Marine Mammals Com-

mission.  She has two daughters, one living in 

Oregon and the other in New Jersey.  There are 

two grandchildren.

Eileen is interested in environmental con-

cerns and looks forward to joining groups here 

involved in the outdoors.
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The Not Quite Ready for Broadway Singing 

and Dancing Society has been entertaining resi-

dents of our Health Center for a great many 

years.

Organized a long time ago by Mary Ellen 

Hines, who was joined by Chuck Dell, the group 

never misses its regular Friday afternoon Sing 

Along in the Arbor where it is most popular and 

much appreciated. 

It’s hard to rate the participants in skill or pop- 

ularity, but Ginge Peddle plays ukulele, Bob 

Browning brings his harmonica, Charlie Morris 

plays clarinet and Judith Shaw plays recorder 

and also whistles.

Carol Kempske and Ricky Evans alternate at 

the piano to accompany a number of singers in-

cluding Marion Henry, Doris Harris, Fran Dutton, 

Dorothy Brown, Noel McPherson and Freda 

Mauldin.

Mary Ellen hopes to be able to return to the 

days when tea and treats were also served.

Janie Becker’s chance conversation with Karl 

Wirth’s daughter, Elsa Willis, led to Jane’s re-

ceiving Karl’s favorite Almond Macaroon recipe.  

If you want it, Janie is happy to share.

The extensive collection of Beanie Babies in 

the Clocktower belongs to Eva Yale, who has  

some 170 of them.  Happy to show them, she  

pulled her collection out from under the bed and 

put 84 of them on display.  Beanie Babies were

introduced to the market in 1994 and became a 

popular collectible around 1996.  Eva says she 

used to stand in line to purchase the new crea-

tions as they came on the market. And, she 

says, one of the items on display cost $300.  It 

was a gift. 

With the birth of Ben Ruby, Dorothy and 

Charles Morris now have 15 great grand-chil-

dren.

  A customer in our Country Store recently 

suggested “If you get down in the dumps and 

need a lift, come to the Country Store and read 

the greeting cards. Some of them are hilarious.”  

For this assortment of cards you can thank 

Luann Vaky, who orders them for us.  And yes, 

she agrees, they can be pricey so she tries to 

keep some of the less expensive ones in stock.

 In 1947 Mary Olmsted bought a wine bottle 

opener in Holland when she was posted at the 

American Embassy there.  It worked efficiently 

and easily and with it she opened many a bottle 

in Iceland, Vienna, New Delhi and Papua New 

Guinea, where she served as Ambassador.   

She used it in Washington after she retired and 

she used it here at Collington.

Last week the trusty gadget died.  Mary is 

considering holding a brief funeral.  We suggest 

she borrow a corkscrew, open a few bottles of 

wine and invite close friends to say farewell.
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Helen  Gordon’s Goings On



Sheila Givan, (center) President of Colling-

ton’s MaCCRA chapter, invited Diane Bryant and 

Kate Ricks to tell about the organization they 

founded, Voices for Quality Care.  The group is 

dedicated to improving the care of nursing home 

residents.  Following Kate Ricks’ talk, she and 

Ms Bryant toured our Health Center and were 

impressed with the physical layout of our Arbor.  

Pete Vaky, who taught at Georgetown Uni-

versity for 14 years after retiring from the Foreign 

Service, was very happy as we went to press.   

The Hoyas had made it to the Final Four of the 

NCAA Tournament!!!

 

Returning from a long trip that covered many 

Asian countries, Sarah Demetrowitz says the 

museum in Shanghai took her breath away, both 

the building, itself, and the porcelain on display 

there.  She adds that she was surprised at how  

much the city has changed since she was last 

there ten years ago.

Daffodils have appeared this spring on the  

side of the dam.  Collington got a gift of 300  

bulbs from the Gorgeous Prince George’s pro-

gram and our landscape contractors planted 

them last fall.  They join the happy yellow display 

of bulbs planted earlier near the gazebo.

A warm day late in March brought out for-

sythia and the Bradford pears that turn the apart-

ment parking lot into a beauty spot. 

Judy Reilly, our Resident Services Director 

since Collington's early days, said an emotional 

good-bye last month to residents who lined up 

and waited patiently for a hug and a few words of 

friendship.  Our best wishes go with her.

The Interiors Group is making an effort to re-

constitute the lost lists identifying donors of the 

many pieces of handsome furniture given by for-

mer residents.  If you can help with this project 

call either Anne Stone or Jeanne Gart. 

 Jeanne has just hung some new photo-

graphs of residents in the company of heads of 

state on the picture wall near the Dining Room 

entrance.  Take a look.
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Visitors to March MaCCRA Meeting

 The  Lincoln Tunnel was origi-

nally designed to connect  Man-

hattan  to Lincoln, Nebraska.

Thomas Edison was also the first 

person to cchange a light  bulb.



On a recent March afternoon, Tita deGavre 

and I were on our way back to Collington from 

Tita’s home, Deep Creek Plantation, in Onan-

cock, Va.  We had stopped at the Outlet Center 

in Queenstown, Md. for Tita to do some shop-

ping at the Chesapeake Gourmet shop.

  I stayed in the car, Tita’s new E320 CDI 

Mercedes-Benz.  Tita left the ignition key in the 

car so I could listen to the radio.  Since it was a 

balmy day, I opened the passenger-side window 

to enjoy the fresh breeze.

While I was sitting there a large African-

American man approached the car and leaned in 

to talk to me.  As I can best remember, this is 

what he said:

“Man, this is one beautiful car.  I’ve always 

wanted to have a Mercedes.  And I see 

that the key is in the ignition.  Why don’t you just 

get out, and I’ll get in and drive away and I’ll be 

mighty happy.”  While speaking, he opened his 

jacket and revealed that he had a handgun in the 

waistband of his trousers.

I thought briefly, and I said: “Listen, this car 

belongs to my lady friend, and it’s the most pre-

cious thing she has, and that includes me.  If she 

comes out and finds her car gone and me alive, 

she’s going to kill me.  So you’d better shoot me 

now, and that way she won’t be charged with 

homicide, and she’ll always think of me fondly 

because I died protecting her Mercedes.”

He stood there for maybe half a minute, and 

then he said: “Man, you have all my sympathy.”   

And he walked off saying “Have a nice day!”  

Also .  . .
                    By  Layne  Beaty

 

   Layne is taking a vacation from his 

column this month.
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