
 Doctor Hilda Jay, who has given most of the 

past 20 years to Collington, has just been 

elected to the New England Educational Media 

Association's newly established Hall of Fame for 

her work in school libraries. She will go to 

Boston on April 3 for the installation.

If she stretches high and cheats 

with heels, she can almost make it 

to five feet tall. However, those good 

genes she inherited from Yorkshire 

English Whittons, have bolstered her 

at Collington as she has pushed or 

pulled the Opportunities Outlet (OO) 

cart that at different times held 

furniture, household goods, or a 

small piano, all balanced for a safe 

arrival. Just trying to walk with her on a busy 

day leaves you breathless.

 Hilda Jay came to Collington with husband 

John in 1988.  As a young woman, she had won 

national competitions as a musician. As a 

mother, she taught daughters Sarah and Ellen 

flute and French horn and played in the Norwalk 

Symphony and small groups in Bridgeport, 

Connecticut, where John worked at Remington 

Arms.

 Next, she went back to graduate school and 

with her Ph.D. in Library Science from NYU, 

 
she became adjunct professor at the University 

of Connecticut and later at the University of 

Rhode Island. 

At Collington, John was immediately 

recruited into service in the Residents 

Association as President, and then 

as Treasurer. When Director Gail 

Kohn asked John if he knew of 

anyone who could help dispose of 

the growing accumulation of goods 

donated by residents who brought 

too much and thus help solve the 

Association’s shaky finances, John 

replied: “I do.  Why don’t you ask 

her?”

Hilda took over in September, 

1991.  To clear the decks, she held three initial 

sales: furniture, house wares, and collectibles. 

Husband John, Phil Robinson, Elma Tidwell, 

Fannie Johnson and Mary Price were pressed 

into service at these “shindigs.”

Then, Georgia Payne asked, “Could you use 

help?” and became Hilda’s coordinator for the 

OO. They set up shop in the two rooms in the 

basement next to the staff dining room where 

they stayed until the big move in ‘07. They stored 

in a third room resident donations and furniture 

moved in and out of the Health Center and
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Dynamite in a Very Small Package
By Faith Jackson

Sketch by Judith Shaw 



assisted living areas as needed by Collington. 

Many beautiful pieces given to Collington may 

be seen today in the general living spaces.

The OO opened officially in November 1991. 

Once a month people poured in to shop the col-

lections on sawhorse legs under plywood and 

racks for clothes. Shelves held linens, garden 

tools and whatever else had turned up that 

month. Everything under the sun was pur-

chased by residents or employees or sold at 

outside auction. Somehow, Hilda and her crew 

retrieved items to satisfy special requests from 

the seeming disorder of the inventory.

Georgia brought in Ruth Coale Turner, and 

the three worked together for a long time. Later, 

Ruth brought in Olivia Miller; then came Lillian 

Langford, Gertrude Mitchell, Anna Port and vol-

unteers as needed. Policies of Operation were 

drawn up, and prices fixed. They worked hard. In 

their first annual 1991-92 report to the Residents 

Association, Hilda and Georgia described their 

progress and added that nine agencies, such as 

the Salvation Army, had received untold num-

bers of items as a part of Collington’s outreach 

and philanthropic activities. 

 The two coordinators, Hilda and Georgia, 

shared organization of sales and collection of 

materials and worked with Environmental Serv-

ices and Resident Services personnel to relieve 

residents of unwanted items and to clear out va-

cated units as quickly as possible.

By 2000, having brought into the Residents 

Association for some years more than the budg-

eted monthly $1,600, Hilda proposed the estab-

lishment of a Residents Association Endowment 

Fund, which would ensure continuation of the  

Association should the OO be unable to fund its  

activities in the future. 

Hilda’s philosophy came through in the pro-

posal as follows, “Without the Residents asso-

ciation operating as it does [with its] degree 

of involvement in the life of Collington, we 

would be just another ‘old people’s home.’ 

This proposal is being made . . . to retain 

Collington’s uniqueness for which we are 

known nationwide and is the element that 

makes life here so satisfactory.”

After 16 years, Hilda left the OO in 2007.  

During her tenure, the OO contributed $312,761 

to the Residents Association.  The RA Endow-

ment Fund, through Fun-da-Thons, contributions 

for tax preparation and private donations, as well 

as money from the OO, had grown to $607,023 

by December ‘07. 

This is Hilda Jay’s legacy -- her gift to Colling-

ton, through her efforts during many creative 

years, a huge effort expended to benefit every 

one of us.  When she stands on our combined 

pride in her works, Hilda Jay stands truly tall.
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Ardyce Asire has provided us with a col-
lection of facts to tickle our April Fool’s 
Day fancy.  We have distributed them 
throughout this edition for your skeptical 
entertainment.
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In-Home Care
By Robert Elkin

In a recent interview with one of our report-

ers, Angie Layfield, Administrator of Health Serv-

ices, said she believes present arrangements 

here for In-Home Health Care could use some  

fixing, the conclusion reached by the Residents 

Association Task Force on In-Home Care.  She 

agrees with their assessment of the inadequa-

cies of the present system and believes that a 

relationship between Collington and an outside 

agency might be more feasible than Collington’s 

establishing its own agency.

It is encouraging, as District leaders discuss 

the issue with residents, that the Task Force and 

our Health Services Administrator see eye-to-

eye about the need for improvement.  

All residents received a copy of the Task 

Force recommendations, which point out that 

about 11 percent of independent residents now 

employ aides to help with such functions of daily 

living as light housekeeping, meal preparation, 

bathing, dressing, or toileting.  In many instances 

because of the aides, these residents are able to 

stay in their own homes instead of moving to the 

Creighton Center for assisted living.

Residents employ these aides from some 

agency or make private arrangements with indi-

viduals. Hiring from an agency can be costly -- 

about $18-20 per hour. In addition most agen-

cies require the resident to pay for a minimum of 

four hours of service per day whether or not they 

need that amount of help. However, when resi-

dents employ individuals, the resident assumes 

responsibility for many things, including proper li-

censing, payment of Social Security, clean crimi-

nal record, Citizen or Green Card, references, 

and how aide absences are handled.  The Task 

Force notes, “While it is the responsibility of 

agencies to take care of these things, it is the 

user of the service that is at risk if the agency 

has neglected any of them.”

At the present time, Collington continues to 

assume that when independent residents age to 

the point of needing help to manage their lives, 

they would be cared for in an assisted-living unit. 

The Task Force found that about 40 such resi-

dents have elected to stay in their own units with 

aides they employ.  In looking at other facilities in 

Maryland, The Task Force found in their inter-

views with 15 other CCRC’s that 13 now have 

some provision for in-home care.

Whereas the Task Force recommends that 

Collington consider taking responsibility for the 

in-home services needed by independent resi-

dents, Mrs. Layfield believes that for Collington 

to run its own agency would bring unnecessary 

challenges because of the staffing problems aris-

ing from major shifts in demand for staff. She 

looks forward to discussing these issues with the 

Task Force and learning their ideas for improve-

ments.

Our Hats Off to members of the Task Force: 

Kay Cave, Mary Cross, Lillian DeHart, Jane 

Engle, Gloria Ericson, Agnes Hatfield (Chair), Bo 

Heald, Barbara Heald, Margo Labowitz, Bill Ri-

oux, Clarice Rioux, Eileen Shoemaker (Secre-

tary), and Miriam Tepfer. A good job on an im-

portant topic, especially contacting 15 other 

CCRCs.
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HDTV, WiFi, Digital Conversion 
    By Sally Griffen

Do these terms confuse you? Well, they con-

fuse most of us! In order to bring some clarity to 

the proliferating technological options facing us, I 

had an illuminating and very helpful interview 

with Frank Krohnert and Eddy Ruiz. Here is what 

I found.

Nationwide conversion to TV digital pro-

gramming on Feb. 19, 2009.  Not to worry if 

you have at least basic cable which is provided 

by Comcast to all residents as part of their resi-

dence fee (You only have to pay Comcast for en-

hanced programming beyond basic). You will not 

need a converter box. The only people who will 

need converter boxes to receive digital will be 

those who still rely on antennas.

HDTV Your ability to receive high definition 

TV depends on your TV set. You need a TV set 

that is capable of receiving high definition (HD). 

Even recently purchased TV’s may not have the 

capability; the federal government now requires 

retailers to post notices that a set is not HD ca-

pable. There is no converter box that will convert 

your non-HD to HD. If you do have a set capa-

ble of receiving HD, you will need a converter 

box and Comcast will charge extra for the serv-

ice. Moreover, unless you have HDTV, there is 

no point in buying a BlueRay DVD player be-

cause it will not be able to deliver movies in HD. 

If you are satisfied with your reception now, you 

don’t need to do anything.

Telephones. A number of residents still use 

dial-up access to the Internet, some even paying 

to install an extra phone line. Rather than pay 

for an extra phone line, they might be better off 

paying Comcast for cable access to the Internet, 

a much, much faster option.

Cell Phones. A number of residents have 

expressed frustration that their cell phones do 

not work well at Collington. Some of the problem 

may be with their carriers that do not have a 

nearby signal. I personally use Verizon and have 

had no problems with using my cell phone every-

where at Collington.  My phone was purchased 

within the last year; an 8-year old Verizon phone 

did not work everywhere.

WiFi for Internet Access. Collington hopes 

to have a WiFi system installed sometime in the 

future. At present, they are negotiating for WiFi 

as part of a larger package. Once WiFi is in-

stalled, residents can access the Internet 

throughout Collington.  They will need to pur-

chase a wireless card if their computer did not 

come equipped with one.

That’s all, folks. Hope this rundown helps!

 

RA’s New Office Manager

Norma Robinson, a longtime Collington resi-

dent, agreed recently to serve as Office Manager 

for the Residents Association, replacing Kay 

Cave who was elected Secretary. 

Norma and Pat happened to have dinner to-

gether one night and each was impressed with 

the qualification of the other.  Pat invited, and 

Norma accepted.
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Elsa Einstein used to say to her hus-

band, “Why don’t you spend less time on 

relativity and more time combing your 

hair?”



 Ombudsman Pamela Sharps
By Anne Novotsky

Our ombudsman, Pamela Sharps, from 

Prince George’s County Department of Family 

Services spoke at a recent MaCCRA meeting.  

Ms Sharps is an advocate for residents’ rights at 

Collington, as well as twelve other care facilities 

in the county. She is enthusiastic about her 

work; from her earliest memory, she 

has been interested in being an ad-

vocate and feels that it is something 

she was meant to do. Imagine some-

one looking for problems, as Ms 

Sharps does. She welcomes them 

because her primary concern is 

assuring the well-being of those 

needing help.

When an issue arises for a 

Collington resident that cannot be resolved 

through our normal complaint system, Ms 

Sharps is the person to call at 301-265-8480. 

She responds whether the call is from a patient, 

relative, friend or staff member of the care facil-

ity. If using the telephone isn’t an option, then 

the request may be put in writing. She is quite 

familiar with Collington as she participates in 

quarterly care plan meetings here at Collington 

along with our director of nursing, physical ther-

apy, social services and nutritionist. She also 

participates in Residents Council meetings upon 

invitation.

Upon receipt of a complaint, while protecting 

the identity of the initiator, she investigates multi-

ple aspects of the problem, consults with all in-

terested parties before making a professional 

decision and presenting a solution to those in-

volved.  However, if the situation is serious 

enough, involving physical abuse or neglect, it is 

forwarded to a higher authority.

Ms Sharps encourages other people to be 

the eyes and ears for those who don’t have the 

physical or mental ability to handle their own af-

fairs. She faces a wide range of responsibilities, 

from working with surveyors to providing in-serv-

ice training on patients’ rights.  She 

finds solutions to such family-member 

issues as naming a power of attorney 

or other family business matters.

However varied her responsibilities 

may be, Ms Sharps’ top priority is as-

suring residents’ rights where she puts 

her expertise as an advocate to its 

best use.  Our appreciation goes to 

Pamela Sharps for her interesting pres-

entation, to MaCCRA for inviting her to speak, 

and for her advocacy on our behalf.

 Who Sets Our Style?
  Looking through a copy of the famous Man-

ual of Style, published by the University of Chi-

cago Press, we found the following: “Preparation 

of the volume has been in the general charge of 

Bruce Young, assisted by Catharine Seybold;  

these two editors also wrote the basic text for 

thirteen of its twenty chapters.”

     We had heard that longtime Collingtonian 

Seybold had had a hand in this esteemed publi-

cation.  Now we have proof positive. 
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Pamela Sharps

Some of Buddha’s followers wonder 

why a man of such inner strength did not 

watch his weight.



Vassar and The Griffens
By Robert Elkin

Vassar College played a central role in the 

lives of Sally and Clyde Griffen beginning when 

Sally, then an undergraduate, walked into a his-

tory class given by Clyde, then a young Ph.D. 

candidate on a temporary year’s appointment. 

After their marriage, Sally joined Clyde in New 

York at Columbia University where he completed 

his research and dissertation on a Social Sci-

ence Research Council Fellowship.

During that period, Clyde had a contact with 

Don Peretz, now also a Collington resident, who 

succeeded him in a special project for the Inter-

national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.

But then Vassar called Clyde back, first to 

teach another substitute year, and then with a 

regular position on the history faculty. Sally 

wasn’t keen about leaving New York to move 

back to Poughkeepsie, but Clyde says she typi-

cally resists change and, as she did at Vassar, is 

the first to adjust successfully.

Moving 43 years ahead and following her 

pattern, Sally says she resisted the idea of mov-

ing to what she considered any “Old folks Home” 

when Clyde first introduced the idea. However, 

because of difficulties that Clyde experienced in 

caring for his mother in Iowa, he believed they 

should move to a continuing care community lo-

cated near one of their three children -- one in 

Boston, one in North Carolina, and the third in 

Northwest Washington.  Just a few months after 

having moved to Collington, Sally reports she is 

delighted with their decision. She has met many 

interesting, active people, is writing for The 

Collingtonian, and is making decisions about 

participating in several other volunteer opportuni-

ties. Clyde adds that they enjoy the pattern of so-

cializing here in which a friend invites a group in 

for cocktails and then everyone goes to the din-

ing room together.

As a tenured professor, Clyde taught a vari-

ety of history courses. In addition to other re-

search, his major project, financed by the Ford 

Foundation, traced the employment patterns of 

some 15,000 craftsmen in Poughkeepsie, 1850-

1880.  Sally co-authored the book, published by 

Harvard University Press. Clyde recently co-

authored another book on the 20th century 

Poughkeepsie urban region whose patterns were 

strongly influenced by the fortunes and misfor-

tunes of IBM.

As a result of the early study, Clyde and 

Sally were invited to consult in Auckland, New 

Zealand, on sources for local social history pro-

jects. After that consulting trip, they made an-

other extended trip on their own to New Zealand, 

with which they had fallen in love.  That was fol-

lowed by a second consulting engagement.

Along with her share in raising their three 

children, Sally taught part-time at the State Uni-

versity and the Community College. But, she en-

joyed most the 17 years she spent as director of 

field work at Vassar. The College became a pio-

neer in requiring “real” work in addition to aca-

demic work. She and her staff placed all under-

graduates for one semester in a wide range of 

places, including prisons, law offices and art mu-

seums. After both Sally and Clyde had retired in 

their home at Vassar, she trained in volunteer 

mediation and was active in Democratic politics.

What an interesting life for a boy from Sioux 

City, Iowa and a girl from Princeton, New Jersey. 
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Sally reports the most interesting aspect of 

growing up in Princeton was that her family lived 

next door to Albert Einstein who she, as a girl, 

could watch through the fence.

For those of us who were academics, Clyde’s 

version of Vassar makes us jealous:  small 

classes with good students, flexibility among the 

faculty (at least the history faculty), opportunities 

and time for research, and faculty housing ar-

rangements. Who wouldn’t stay a lifetime?
•

Faith’s Gardening Notes
By Faith Jackson

 

Flash News! Buy yourself 1 to 3 Hellebore 

plants (Lenten Rose). Mine bloomed on Ash 

Wednesday; it’s still blooming!  They’re more 

gorgeous every year.

I spent hours comparison shopping between: 

www.Kelly.com,

www.eBurgess.com, and 

www.4seasonsnurseries.com and have made 

the following orders, all plants, as promised last 

month:

Kelly: 2 Flame Grass, 2 ‘Mosquito Shoo” 

Geraniums, 6 boxwood.

Burgess: 12 Blue Fescue, 2 Pampus; 1 

white 1pink.

4 Seasons: 3 Autumn olive, 3 primrose [to fill 

out] and 3 fantastic Arkansas Amsonia that start 

out green, have flowers, berries, turn a spec-

tacular orange haze.

Time will tell --  33 plants for under $60. Not 

bad. You can see everything in full color on 

line. I’m buying annuals locally.

One last thought: Jung Quality Seeds, 

www.jungseed.com, have a spectacular collec-

tion of sunflower seeds, all sizes and colors. 

They’re cheap, usually 30 seeds to a packet. 

Several of us could order a few packets of differ-

ent varieties and divide them up. What do you 

think?

      Let me hear from you.

•

Flo Marion and the Bowie Quilters

Flo Marion’s corridor on the first floor of the 

apartment building is always decorated in the 

spirit of the season.  St. Patrick’s Day saw a wall 

hanging done in appliqué and quilting techniques 

complete with leprechaun, pot of gold coins and 

rainbow.

At the annual quilt show held by the Southern 

Comforters of Bowie last month, Flo entered the 

St. Pat’s piece and two other quilted items.  The 

many women who design and make quilts and 

wall hangings give many of their creations to the 

C. Elizabeth Rieg Special Center.  When the 

group presented 41 quilts to the center a few 

years ago, the then-principal said the quilts 

would be “used in daily sensory-motor activities 

in the school’s seven classes for autistic 

children.”

And that’s just one of the projects these 

women support.

April 2008           The Collingtonian 7

Mr. Peanut recently switched from a 

monocle to a single contact lens.

Queen Elizabeth the Second gets only a 

10 percent discount on the QE2.



It’s Saturday
By Herb Stone

It’s Saturday; forecast sunny and cool. Up at 

7:00 a.m., bring in the newspapers, light break-

fast, scan the Post.  Rouse Anne at 8:00 a.m., 

shower, shave, dress.

Drive out of District 2000 parking lot at 9:50 

a.m. on our way to D.C. Twenty-five minutes 

later, our first stop on Capital Hill, the cleaners at 

6th and Mass. Ave, N.E. Anne calls them the B-

K’s (beautiful Koreans) because the owner is in-

deed a beautiful woman; one daughter is a stun-

ning movie star in Korea, another daughter an 

executive in California. Much hand squeezing 

and cheek kissing; leave new clothes, take away 

finished.  Drive two blocks and find parking at 4th 

and Mass.

Anne to Headlines (25 years) for a back 

massage, hair wash and cut. I walk down to gro-

cery to check out our Power Ball tickets; did we 

win? (Pot was $130 million) No! Darn! Buy two 

more tickets. Walk down the block to my barber, 

a Vietnamese shop owned by Lynn and Louis 

(with two other barbers). One of Lynn’s daugh-

ters is a junior at William and Mary, the other a 

top high school student in Fairfax -- the Ameri-

can dream. Place crowded with men, women 

and children. Much chatter, jokes, insults. I pre-

fer Lynn to cut my hair as she throws in a neck 

and shoulder massage.

On the way to pick up Anne at Headlines I 

stop at Schneider’s Liquor (30 years) to chat with 

the owners and staff. Only a few purchases to-

day. About once a month I load my car with 

cases for Collington customers. Meet Anne and 

drive up 4th Street past our old neighborhood 

(33 years) to the National Capitol Bank (33 

years) to deposit checks and use ATM machine.

Drive around corner two blocks to Riverby 

Books (10 years) at 5th and East Capitol to buy 

used books for ourselves, presents and Colling-

ton Library. Then drive on two blocks to 7th and 

East Capitol, park and walk to Eastern Market 

(33 years).

Seventh street is blocked to auto traffic for 

the Eastern Market. Lined with vendors selling 

everything from jewelry to food, art, etc. Street 

jammed with shoppers and lookers. Old Market 

building (gutted by fire) is having its roof re-

placed. The temporary New Market is located in 

a large Quonset Hut at the end of a nearby 

school playground. All the old vendors are there. 

Place is packed; Anne buys steaks from Roy, 

chicken breasts from Mr. Inman, veggies from 

Mary Calomiris. I buy double cream brie and a 

surprisingly good, stinky, Virginia cheese from 

Jack and Tessa. We know the vendors and their 

children. See lots of friends and former neigh-

bors. On the way back to the car we stop at 

Phyllis’s Petit Gourmet store and grab a sand-

wich.

It’s 1:45 p.m., all errands completed; into car 

and off to Collington. At 2:20 p.m. we pull into 

our parking spot, looking forward to a nap, read-

ing the Post and The New York Times, sipping a 

cocktail, enjoying dinner with Collington friends 

in the dining room and then perhaps watching a 

Netflix film. A perfect day.  It’s Saturday.
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Is Prince George's Danish?
By Sally Bucklee

Prince George's County came into being 312 

years ago on April 23, 1696, St. George's Day. It 

was named by Queen Anne herself in honor of 

her Danish husband, whom she had married in 

1683.

When Anne ascended the English throne in 

1702, George became her Prince Consort. The 

asthmatic, overweight prince might have used 

his union with the Queen to accrue influence and 

power, but he chose to stay in the background. 

Some believe Anne never recovered from her 

loss when her prince died in 1708---which many 

Collingtonians can understand.

Anne’s reign is remembered for its Queen 

Anne architecture, furniture and the plant, Queen 

Anne's Lace - but also for excellence. Sir Win-

ston Churchill noted that she “was the smallest 

and most efficient executive who ever ruled 

England...” The County seat was named in honor 

of another Churchill, the Earl of Marlborough, a 

hero of the War for Spanish Succession fought 

and won during Anne’s reign.

Carved out of Charles and Calvert counties, 

Prince George’s initially embraced all of Mary-

land lying between the Potomac and Patuxent 

Rivers---from Mattawoman and Swanson creeks 

up to the border of Pennsylvania and all that to-

day constitutes the District of Columbia, Mont-

gomery, Frederick, Washington, Allegany and 

Garrett counties, plus the northwest half of Car-

roll and part of Charles counties.

Prince George’s was the frontier! The wild 

west was nowhere more than a couple of hun-

dred miles inland---and only about 20 miles past 

Annapolis, named after Queen Anne (of course).

In April 1696, the main business of the new 

Prince George's County Court was to divide a 

vast, ill-defined wilderness into “hundreds,” a di-

vision stemming from Anglo-Saxon times. Hun-

dreds, laid out in whatever size the county jus-

tices chose, served as units for tax purposes, 

law, justice, military defense and police.

The Court decided on six hundreds.  One 

was the Collington hundred, lying between the 

Collington and Western branches of water.  Then 

the justices subdivided the hundreds into par-

ishes of the Church of England, which would offi-

cially become Maryland's established church in 

1702.  The men of each parish elected six 

vestrymen---the most exemplary white, Christian 

males therein, regardless of their denominations.

A vestry was responsible for paying Anglican 

clergy, building Anglican churches and keeping 

order in the geographical parish.  Funding came 

from the tobacco tax levied on all property own-

ers. Vestries had the power to sell immoral 

women and their children into slavery and to ad-

monish parishioners “living together immorally.”

Church wardens acted like constables to 

keep the local peace.  Often when communities 

pleaded for the establishment of a congregation 

in their midst, it was more for peacekeeping 

services than for religious services.
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Noah put some extra cattle on the Ark  

because he liked pot roast.
The Boston Tea Party was sponsored 

by NESTEA.



 

Stuart and Iris Ramsey, #364, moved here 

in February after 31 years in Washington D.C. at 

the “Watson Place” Co-op (the pre-Collington 

residence of Mary Olmstead and Helen & Herb 

Gordon).  The Ramseys first met in Moscow in 

1962 where Stuart was Bureau Manager for 

McGraw Hill Publications (Business Week, et al.) 

and Iris worked as governess with a British fam-

ily.   

 Nine years later, when Stuart was posted to 

London, they met again and married.  When  

Stuart was offered a position with the United 

States Information Agency as editor of Economic 

Impact, a quarterly magazine on world financial 

affairs, the couple moved to Washington and Iris 

went to work at the British Embassy.  AfterStuart 

retired in 1990, she volunteered at the National 

Cathedral, while he pursued landscape painting 

and writing his memoirs. Bob Willing, whom 

longtime residents remember as the first editor 

(briefly) of The Collingtonian, was Stuart’s 

cousin.

 The photographs with exotic backgrounds in 

the Library Corridor Gallery are the work of 

Wade Davis, Explorer-in-Residence of the Na-

tional Geographic Society and son-in-law of Lor-

raine and Charles Percy.  A few years ago, 

Wade presented a dazzling Power Point of his 

work in our Auditorium.  

 Jeanne Gart, our resident genealogist, tells 

us that Bill Fetters’ newly published family his-

tory, Abraham Chattin (c.1692-1761) and Grace 

Mills of Woodbury Creek, New Jersey, and their 

Descendants, won praise in the December 2007 

issue of The National Genealogical Society 

Quarterly  for its “successful interweaving of his-

tory and genealogy, enriched by careful 

scholarship.” Bill tells us this is the eighth family 

history he has published. 

Art Longacre, Chair of the Garden Commit-

tee, reports that in early March he and Faith 

Jackson had a lunch made from veggies, 

“wintered over, just picked from the hilltop gar-

den -- kohlrabi greens wilted in hot bacon dress-

ing on mashed Jerusalem artichokes.”

For all active and would-be gardeners, Art 

says the standup planters at the greenhouse are 

popular and now’s the time to plant onions, let-

tuce, peas, endive, radishes, chard, etc. 

Ask him, if you want a space.  Several plots 

at the Hilltop Garden are available.   

Art advises: “Watch the Courier! Attend a 

Garden Meeting!”

A special greeting to our two most senior 

pioneering residents -- Margo Labovitz (101), 

and Rita Van Warmelo (99). 
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Helen  Gordon’s Goings On



Pat French treated guests at a recent lunch-

eon to a family video she had made. Guest of 

honor was Pat’s mother, Janet.  Also present 

were Janet’s grand daughter and her husband, 

along with their two children, visiting from 

McLean, Virginia.

 

Dick and RoAnne Hartfield entertained   

longtime friends and neighbors from Rockville at 

lunch last month. The two visiting couples have 

known the Hartfields since the early 1970’s. 

Their children grew up together and graduated 

from the same Montgomery County Schools.  

Over the years, the three families shared trips,  

birthdays, weddings, baptisms and funerals.    

 

The Library Committee reports that our 

Collington Library currently has 6,912 books 

listed in computer catalog accessible through 

one of the computers in the Library and available 

to anybody with an Internet connection. Go to 

librarything.com.  The i.d.. is Collington and the 

password is books. 

Approximately 80 periodicals, donated by 

residents, are available for on-site reading in the 

Periodical Room, as are Library subscriptions to 

the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, 

Consumer Reports, and the Harvard Health 

Letter.  

The Library operates on an honor system, 

without full-time attendants, and depends upon 

the goodwill of the Collington community to con-

sult periodicals, newspapers and reference 

books in the Reading Room, and to return bor-

rowed books promptly.

New books are displayed on the shelves be-

tween the two major stack areas. Duplicate or 

withdrawn books are available for a donation on 

the windowsill opposite the Library entrance. 

The Low Vision Room provides state-of-the-

art computer-driven machines.   

The Red Cart Service delivers books and 

magazines to residents in the Creighton Center.

To volunteer to push the Red Cart once a 

month, call Nancie Gonzalez. 

Bill and Peg Cosgrove  recently returned 

from a ten-day trip to Arizona, visiting the Grand 

Canyon and an old friend, and seeing a grand-

daughter at the University of Arizona, Tempe.   

They were impressed by the “artsy” town of Se-

dona nestled in a canyon with unique red-rock 

formations considered sacred by the Hopi.     

“Awesome!“ was the word they used to describe 

their impressions of the place.
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Small World Department

Small world department!!!: Hilda Jay gave 

new resident Judy Bury her first job with the 

Girl Scouts; she and Lyn Bernstein taught 

each other’s kids at Ridgefield; and Hilda 

taught Mary Ann Pellerin in graduate courses 

and mentored her dissertation.

Rome wasn’t built in a day even though 

the contract specified it.



The Wearin’ o’ the Green

“My mother’s name was Murphy,”

Don Paradis explained as he 

accompanied a group belting out   

Irish songs.

The Ivy Room drew a crowd bent on celebrating Saint Pat-
rick’s Day as noisily as possible.  Roanne Muldoon Hartfield,
Dorothy Brown, Penny Vickery and Chuck Dell in close har-
mony. 

George Abid, with the Drink 
of the Evening, demon-
strates what “serious drink-
ing” means.

Bill Cosgove enjoys a cold one.

Nancy McGhee shares a  
smile.

Right: Betty Murphy-Samuel and Beulah Harrod
             make it all work for us.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages false
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 50
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Press Quality]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


