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Larry Mabry, Collington’s new 
Executive Director, is getting to know 
us. Here he is paying a visit to the 
new Picture Wall.

“Vision, Focus, Clarity” -- Larry Mabry
By Frances Kolarek

    Larry Mabry, Collington’s new Executive Director, 

comes to us from Brittany Pointe Estates just north of 

Philadelphia which he headed for two years.  There 

are similarities between the two communities  -- 400 

residents there and a campus rather like our own. He 

was happy in Pennsylvania and when our Board of 

Directors approached him with a job offer he quickly 

said “No, thank you.” But, having looked at Larry’s 

track record, and after talking with him, our Board 

persisted in pursuing a man it saw as hand-carved for 

the job.

    It invited Larry back for a second visit. It laid all its 

cards on the table. And he was tempted. As is often 

the case, persistence spelled success. Larry 

considered the offer, factored in “Collington’s great 

history” -- his words -- and, to the Board’s delight, 

accepted.

    “Doing the right thing for the right reasons” is at the 

top of his agenda. He is dedicated to keeping 

residents informed about the financial picture and 

plans to update us every quarter.

     He plans, too, to establish a foundation for 

Collington itself, in addition to the present 

Foundation that embraces our Fellowship Fund. 

The new foundation would concern itself with



Collington’s needs, providing funds for improving 

our infrastructure or for underwriting new pro-

jects as the need for them should arise. To raise 

funds, it would tap into national foundations con-

cerned with problems of aging, as well as the 

community.

 During his years on the Board of the Ameri-

can Association of Homes and Services for the 

Aging (AAHSA), Larry became interested in 

technological developments useful in the care of

the ill and aged and describes monitors that can 

oversee people who prefer to age at home. He 

wants to keep abreast of technology applicable 

to health care. Ethics are another interest.

Larry has roots in Arkansas where he owns a 

home. While executive director of Presbyterian 

Village, a retirement community in Little Rock, 

he served on the Board of Trustees of Arkansas 

Tech University for 13 years and departed with a 

Distinguished Service Award, the highest honor 

available to non-alumni, citing him as “one of the 

many individuals whose leadership helped bring 

about the $84 million in physical improvements 

in the Tech campus. . .” 

Mrs. Mabry is an independent consultant for 

a nonprofit organization. He has a son who re-

cently married. His daughter is a graduate of the 

University of Georgia and works in Athens as a 

personal trainer.

While he is not yet adept at threading his way 

through our maze of corridors, his ready hello,

his cordial nod to any residents, staff, or visitors 

he meets along the way, is heartwarming. He 

seems already to be one of us.

Welcome to Collington, Larry Mabry!
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 A Tribute to Elsie Seetoo

Thanks to Elsie Seetoo’s 

skill with a camera, The

Collingtonian is a brighter,

livlier publication.

On pages 6 and 7 you

will find colorful shots of the celebration of 

National Library Week in our own Library.

Started when Collington first opened, our 

Library is the product of residents’ effort. Its 

original stock of books came from the libra-

ries of residents who were forced to downsize 

as they moved here. And it’s been sustained 

by gifts from our residents ever since.



Kay Cave  -- Versatile and Talented
By Robert Elkin

Celebrating her first Collington anniversary, 

Kay Cave talked of her recent appointment as 

office manager of the Residents’ Association. 

“Quite honestly,” she says, “I’m still learning 

what needs to be done. Distributing 

minutes and keeping track of incoming 

mail is easy. But, I’m not sure just 

what needs to be kept and what can 

be safely retired.”

Kay adds this new volunteer duty 

to a full life of other pro bono activities 

and things she does for fun.She is 

publicity chair for Annapolis Apple 

Slice, a Mac computer club serving 

Anne Arundel County that she helped form al-

most 20 years ago. She participates in the club’s 

monthly program meetings and hosts special ac-

tivities like the barbecue in her 1100 Cluster 

front yard for the club and neighbors last sum-

mer.  Right now, she’s planning the club’s 20th 

anniversary gala for this summer. 

A long-time Unitarian Universalist, Kay is ac-

tive in the Annapolis UU Church. She volunteers 

at the church office and has served in many 

board and committee positions.

Now she coordinates a Bed and Breakfast 

program she originated in 1996. With her en-

couragement, Annapolis members of the Church 

host visitors who come to town in response to 

ads in national UU media. All payments are con-

tributed to the church. Kay also serves on the 

Planning Committee of the Unitarian Universal-

ists here at Collington.

Along with this volunteer work, Kay saves time 

for regular play and tournaments of duplicate 

bridge. She is now a Life Master and is about 30 

points short of attaining her Bronze Life Master, 

an accomplishment that very few attain.

Born in Oregon, Kay moved to Annapolis 

with her family when her father began teaching 

electrical engineering at the Naval 

Academy. She graduated from Anna-

polis High School in 1946 and at-

tended the University of Maryland 

before she married Ray Cave.  

After a year in Japan, the young 

couple moved to Baltimore where 

their two children were born. Later 

they moved to Stamford, Connecticut 

where Ray served on the editorial 

staff of Sports Illustrated.Along with being a 

mother and wife, Kay initiated the long volunteer 

career that still sustains her. After her divorce in 

1980, Kay returned to Annapolis in 1985.

“Of all my involvements,” Kay says, “I’m 

proudest of my part in getting published the book 

about my great grandfather.” In 1852, Thomas 

Fletcher Royal was one of five Methodist mis-

sionaries who journeyed with their families by 

Conestoga wagon from Illinois to Oregon. 

 Kay’s mother had collected his diaries in 

which he described daily events, as well as other 

documents prepared by other travelers. After her 

mother’s death, the biography became a family 

project. She and her brothers, sister and father 

edited and typed the mass of material. The book 

was published in hard cover in 1988, exactly 135 

years after the original trek.
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Flo Marion, Quilter Plus
By Gloria Ericson

Collington residents know from her charming 

wall-hangings that Florence “Flo” Marion is a dy-

namite quilter. What they may not know is that 

she is Chairperson of the Southern Comforters 

Quilting Guild of Bowie, Maryland. The Guild 

puts on an annual show, which this reporter was 

privileged to attend. I admired the intricate quilts 

on display, but of course my major interest was 

in Flo’s offerings -- particularly a striking one 

made from tee shirts that indicated the various 

places – from Guatemala to Ireland -- that she 

and her husband visited through Prince 

George’s College travel program. It was certainly 

a memento more personal and warming 

(literally) than the usual tourist trinkets.

Flo likes being a part of the Guild because 

they not only quilt for their own pleasure but en-

gage in community services such as providing a 

unique quilt for each child cancer patient at 

Georgetown University Hospital. The staff at 

Georgetown is loud in its praise for the therapeu-

tic value of these quilts for the sick children who 

bond with them, and take them home when they 

leave the hospital.  

Another outreach activity is providing a deliv-

ery service for quilts for wounded soldiers. So far 

they’ve processed and delivered over 6000 

quilts from all over the United States to the ap-

propriate military hospitals.

One might think that such activity would be 

enough for one person to tackle, but Flo is a for-

midable multitasker. She serves as Chairperson 

of Collington’s Creative Arts Committee; she’s 

involved in pottery -- particularly the firing of the 

kiln; she arranges for the ongoing display of 

quilts on the Grand Stairway and arranges for 

the hanging of pictures in the corridor galleries.   

Whew! That’s a heavy workload and, she admits, 

that much as she likes these activities she’d be 

more than willing to step down from one or more 

of them if a volunteer would come forward. 

Arts/Crafts people! Here’s your chance to help 

out.

Flo was raised in Wisconsin and graduated 

from the University of Wisconsin where she ma-

jored in Occupational Therapy. She worked in 

that field in various places for 27 years, including 

the Prince George’s County schools where she 

worked with handicapped children and teenag-

ers.

Collington is a place that appreciates talent 

and dedication. So the consensus is that we’re 

awfully glad Flo and her husband decided to 

make this their permanent home.

Know Your Neighbors
By Sheila Hollies

  Our monthly “Know Your Neighbor” talks fo-

cus on Collington residents. Sheila Hollies takes 

a different slant. She has a story about our 

neighbors outside Collington’s borders:
 

My housemate recently got lost in the maze 

of new housing developments when he went on 

a walk beyond the borders of Collington. So he 

went up to a nearby house, rang the bell and ex-

plained his predicament to the woman who 

opened the door. Her response was to put him in 

her car and drive him back -- not just to Colling-

ton, but to the cottage where he lives.
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Bishop Walker Portrait

Anna White, a pioneer Collingtonian, Class of 

1988, and her friend Glendolia Wheeler were 

longtime members of the Episcopal Church of  

Atonement on East Capitol Street in Washing-

ton. Mrs. Wheeler had worked at the Cathedral 

and was a great admirer of Bishop Walker, so 

much so that she commissioned a portrait of the 

late Bishop by an artist named Hendrey E. Kelly.  

Working from a photograph, Mr. Kelly produced 

the portrait in the picture at right.

Mrs. Wheeler came to the dedication of 

Collington’s chapel in memory of Bishop Walker, 

and shortly thereafter called Anna White to offer 

the portrait to hang in our Interfaith Chapel. In 

due course, with approvals of resident commit-

tees and the Board, the portrait was accepted.  

Unfortunately, in the interim, Mrs. Wheeler 

had died. However, her daughter, Sandra Patter-

son, was eager to honor her mother’s wishes  

and brought the picture here last month.
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Anna White, at left, is helping Mrs. Patter-

son hold Bishop Walker’s picture.  

In the background are Marion Henry, a 

member of Collington’s Board of Directors 

and Mary Ann Pellerin, chair of the Walker In-

terfaith Chapel Committee.

To let our staff -- all 238 of them -- know 

how much we appreciate all they do for us, and 

how much we value them, the Hospitality Com-

mittee is holding an Employee Appreciation 

Party this month. It’s on Tuesday, May 23 from 

2 to 4 p.m., an hour which can accommodate 

the schedules of as many staff members as 

possible.

Bud Dutton, chairman of the event, says, “I 

know we held such a party a few years ago and 

it was a huge success. We hope this year to 

live up to, or even surpass, the previous event.”

That, of course will depend to a great extent on 

resident participation. Please, Bud asks, don’t 

hold back on the goodies. Finger foods of all 

kinds are needed -- small sandwiches, can-

apés, cake, cookies -- or your very own spe-

cialty that you like to show off.

This party will also offer us a chance to get 

to know each other better, a time to chat with 

staff members we only pass in the hall.

Mark your calendars for 2 to 4 p.m. Tues-

day, May 23 and get busy. It’s a come one, 

come all occasion.

To Our Staff -- A Heartfelt “Thank You”



Library co-chairs, Faith Jackson and Mar-
cia Behr in the periodicals room.

Library Week at Collington

Library committee member Evelyn Colbert and 

Secretary Kay Cave admire a floral arrange-

ment.  

The Library’s Low-Vision Room, under the 

care of Dorothy Friestedt (right) contains ma-

chines that enlarge printed matter or even con-

vert it into speech.  

   Miriam Tepfer (left), who meets with a group 

that helps Low Vision residents cope with their  

disability, and Pat Battin review an order for 

materials with Dorothy.

  A fundraiser to upgrade equipment in the Low 

Vision Room is planned.

 

  The Library is extremely fortunate to 

have Pat Battin, recently of the Colum-

bia University Library and the Library of 

Congress, as a consultlant in all matters 

-- especially our Low Vision activities.   

Pat is working with members of our 

Health Services Committee to provide 

assistance to residents in the Creighton 

Center.

    For more about Pat seeThe Colling-

tonian, November 2005.
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Sheila Givan of the Health Services Com-
mittee is about to take off with the famous 
Red Cart loaded with books for Creighton 
Center residents.  

Enjoying refreshments in the Board Room are 

Kay Cave, Bob Elkin, Faith Jackson, Sid Sober, 

President of the Residents Association, and 

Marty Blasier.

Faith Jackson has reorganized the Library, established a biographical reading room, and 
brought together a group of energetic volunteers to perpetuate it as a viable institution 
which will enjoy continuity. 

Judith Shaw, (right) bene-
factress and publicity 
agent. Thank you, Judy.
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“An Unexpected Career”
By Margo Labovitz

Brigadier General Evelyn Foote spoke 

last month to the Collington community 

about her unexpected career in the mili-

tary. “My mother never raised me to be a 

soldier,” said this slim, Southern-born lady.

After graduating from Wake Forest College she 

was about to apply for a job at the State Depart-

ment when she noticed that the pay was the 

same at the Women’s Auxiliary Corps. So she 

tried it instead.

A series of opportunities in the Army came 

after that, especially following President Lyndon 

Johnson’s declaration in 1967 that women could 

be enrolled in all aspects of the Armed Services 

except for active combat duty. Today, she re-

marked, women make up ten percent of the 

Armed Forces.

In the course of her career, General Foote 

found that she had a talent for working with peo-

ple. After a tour of duty in Vietnam, she was the 

first woman to command an army brigade in 

Europe, and the first woman to be the Army’s 

Deputy Inspector for Inspections. Her final Army 

tour was as Commanding General of Fort Bel-

voir, Virginia, where she retired in 1989.

She was recalled to active duty in 1996 to 

serve as vice-chair of the Department of De-

fense’s Senior Review Board on Sexual Harass-

ment.

Then there followed eight years working with 

the American Battles Monument Commission, a 

job President Clinton asked her to fill. She 

helped choose the site and the design for the 

Memorial to World War II veterans.

Retired at last? No! She is now President 

of the Alliance for National Defense, an 

advocate for fuller utilization of women in 

the United States Armed Forces and a 

Trustee of the Fund for Peace, an organi-

zation dedicated to resolving conflicts 

without recourse to war. She hopes now 

to enjoy her new house at Accokeek, 

Maryland and to go fly-fishing in Ely, Minnesota.

A parting bit of advice from Brigadier General 

Foote: “Do all you can with what you have in the 

time and the places you have!”

Miriam Tepfer Presides at Seder

More than eighty Collingtonians celebrated 

the Seder last month in the Auditorium, at tables 

set with blue table cloths and white napkins.

Miriam Tepfer, who organized this year’s Feast 

of the Passover, decorated the head table with a 

pair of silver candlesticks her grandparents had 

brought with them from Poland. At the leader’s 

place was a silver-bound Haggadah and a silver 

cup, also Miriam’s.

Seated at the head table with the leader, Dr. 

Robert Rovinsky and his daughter Neileh, were 

Larry Mabry, our Executive Director; Sid Sober, 

President of the Residents Association; Mary 

Ann Pellerin, Chair of the Walker Interfaith

Chapel Committee and Ruth Coale-Turner, vet-

eran of many Seders, who assisted in the ar-

rangements.

At the piano to accompany the group in the 

familiar songs like Had Gadyo and others was 

Carol Kempske with song leaders Doris Harris 

and Catherine Hudson.

   Phyllis Sternau, for many years hostess at 

the Seder, was in the thoughts of her friends,

while the community welcomes a new leader.
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Zoological Fame for Judy Shaw

Fame is fleeting. Who remembers Wrongway 

Corrigan or the Trylon and Perisphere?  

However, when your name is attached to a 

zoological species, you have made it into the 

permanent record books.

 Judy Shaw has just made the cut. A species 

of tapeworm has been named for her by Janine 

Caira, a professor of parasitology at the Univer-

sity of Connecticut.  

This honor is in recognition of Judy’s aid to 

students through a fund she established at the 

University for research in parasitology. It has 

helped students travel to exotic places such as 

Borneo and Senegal in order to collect speci-

mens of tapeworms from sharks and rays.

The new species has the name Megalonchos 

shawae and is from a snaggletooth shark, Hemi-

pristis elongatus.

Bird

(Translated from the Polish by Maya Pertez)

Idiot little bird,

Sillier than it seems,

Decked out in bright colors,

With a knuckle head,

Foe to the feline,

Father of five eggs,

Every one of them

Full of a half-wit,

Prone against a tree trunk

With his red-blue feathers,

Carries on loud squabbles

With another fool,

He keeps singing, singing

Total balderdash.

              --Maria Jasnorzewska-Pawlikowska

-- And Birds
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Hemipristis elongatus, the Shark
NOT the parastic worm

  

Free 411

An outfit called Jingle Networks, Inc. is 

sponsoring free directory assistance. Just 

dial 1-800-FREE-411 (or 1-800-373-3411).   

Phone company directory assistance calls 

now cost between $2 and $3, so this is a 

great service.

   Judith Shaw recently came upon two more 

rare and unlikely species  --  



Old friends frequently find that paths cross at 

Collington. Katherine French (class of 1934) and 

Pat Brubaker (class 1931) both went to the 

same Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. finishing school. After 

70 years they have re-connected here.

If you saw Peter Wilson on her knees in her 

neighbors’ gardens recently, she wasn’t saying 

her prayers. She was scooping out mulch from 

around trees.   

Mulch that extends too high up its trunk can 

kill a tree, she explains. So she scooped out 

enough mulch to leave a depression to collect    

water around each tree.   

Warren Pearse, with his wife Jackie acting as 

hostess, held an open house in the Train Room 

recently. Trains ran on three tracks with no colli-

sions! Electric trains have the unique capacity to 

return us, by way of nostalgia’s tracks, to child-

hood memories.

 And Warren is quite willing to open the Train 

Room when grandchildren visit if you will only let 

him know ahead of time. His number is 5074.

Iris Thomas has been living in Apt. 204 for 

three months, but her heart is with her family in 

New Orleans where her sister and niece both 

lost their homes in Hurricane Katrina. 

They have since relocated to Shreveport 

where Dianne, her niece, found a position teach-

ing math.

Iris, a native of New Orleans, earned a Mas-

ters Degree in French from Middlebury College 

and for a while taught French and “some  

Spanish.” Her husband was President of Prairie 

View A&M University in Texas. Ten years ago 

she moved to Maryland to be near her children, 

two of whom work at NASA. The third, a pediat-

ric specialist at Children’s Hospital, recently 

moved to Las Vegas.

 At the moment, Iris keeps busy sending 

packages to her displaced family members.

Tully Torbert recently entertained two grand-

sons from Boston. Benjamin, a senior at Boston 

College, spent a semester in Rome and is study-

ing for his Master’s degree in English. Brother 

Patrick, also an alumnus of his brother’s college, 

works for Fidelity Investments in Boston.  

The show hanging last month in the Corridor 

Galleries included works by five Collington art-

ists. The Auditorium corridor showed Flo Mar-

ion’s original creations and a collection of Geor-

gia Paine’s fantasies that combine materials in 

unexpected ways.

The Library Gallery showed five pictures by 

Shirley Knudsen, and three of Maria Colvin’s, in-

cluding one of bison reminiscent of the happy 

days she and her family spent in their second 

home in Montana. Marian Schubauer and Judith 

Shaw are represented. Perhaps the surprise of 

the show are seven framed examples of Ken 

Snyder’s skill at calligraphy.
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Ada Gilmore, Dora Halton and Gertrude Wal-

lace were all born in the area once called 

Collington Meadows, a large farm at the inter-

section of Church Road and Route 450. Ger-

trude was one of Collington’s earliest residents,  

Ada was an early enrollee and Dora held a place 

on our priority list. Dora and Gertrude lived 

across a field from each other and went to 

school together.

An early Fun-da-Thon event will feature a 

sale of framed art works -- needlework, original 

paintings, and reproductions. They will hang in 

the two Corridor Galleries from April 29 to May 7.  

Hilda Jay, who oversees this event, urges you to  

come early before the works are picked over by 

other connoisseurs.

Lorraine Percy is back from a 17-day cruise 

with her sister-in-law Diana Guyer. The  

“Plantations and Pirates” trip visited ports in 

northern South America and the Caribbean, in-

cluding some in Barbados, Venezuela, Guyana, 

Brazil and other exotic spots.

And Dorothy Friestedt’s daughter Amie had a 

visit to an old friend in Moscow who arranges for 

the adoption of Russian orphans.

It was a full house for the reading of “The In-

come Tax,” a skit drawn from the 1950’s “Ethel 

and Albert” TV series. Directed by Marcia Behr, 

the cast featured MaryAverett Seelye, Jack Yale, 

Muriel Heineman and Ed Behr. James Akins 

played the dreaded tax man.

The quilt hanging in the Grand Stairway was 

hand-quilted by Pat Battin’s maternal grand-

mother as a graduation gift when Pat finished 

high school.  

 In a 1999 marketing letter, Collington  

proudly announced that among our residents are 

a tobacco farmer, an elementary school teacher, 

homemaker and mother of seven and a secre-

tary. Mixed in among us are journalists, academ-

ics, economist, bureaucrats and marketing ex-

ecutives. Today, in 2006, the mix is pretty much 

the same.

We are not all cut with the same cookie cut-

ter. We are Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Quaker, 

Unitarian. We are conservative Republican and 

liberal Democrat. We are white, black, Asian,  

and other.  

If you lived in Chevy Chase before moving to 

Collington, you may be surprised to learn that 

your old neighborhood was once part of Prince 

George’s County. In those days it stretched all 

the way up to Pennsylvania -- also afflicted with 

ill-defined boundaries.

One of Prince George’s County’s most promi-

nent citizens built a manor house just south of 

Chevy Chase Circle where you can find a huge  

boulder, erected in 1918, telling that “Col. Jo-

seph Belt (1680-1761) Maryland Patentee of 

‘Chevy Chase’ . . .” Col. Belt’s descendants 

played active roles in the county.  

One of these, Seton Belt, when he died in 

1959, left 624 acres of land of which 109 acres 

was a tract of virgin forest, now under the protec-

tion of the State of Maryland. And it was Seton 

Belt’s estate that eventually provided the seed 

money to start Collington.
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April birthday people shared honors with 

American history at the monthly birthday party 

put together by Sue Embree (for the 1000 Dis-

trict) and starring a lot of us patriots. Skits de-

picted famous events (Boston tea party, GW 

crossing the Delaware, etc.). It utilized our abun-

dance of talent, planning, music and refresh-

ments and finished in an hour. New resident re-

tired Admiral William Crowe (who actually played 

GW in a skit), made the cogent remark about 

“We know he was a general. An admiral would 

never have stood up in the boat.”

•

Remember those nice bluebird houses of 

yore around the circular drive? New ones are on 

the way, we hear.

•

Juanita Hargraves is back on the shuttle-driv-

ing staff reviving speculation among regular rid-

ers as to how many hats Juanita really owns.  

She never admits to knowing.

•

Better than an Oscar: Judith Shaw, a career 

entomologist, has had a tapeworm named for 

her by a fellow scientist. Shucks, I once had a 

bull calf named for me.

•

Now that we have our nice new dog park, 

comes the unsettling news that coyotes are be-

ginning to come this way.

•

Remember: When Karl Wirth told us about 

the time JFK spoke at the Berlin wall and pro-

claimed “I am a pancake.”. . .  Those horse-high 

fences that kept us from harm during the expan-

sion some years ago? No? Lucky you.

•

Memorable Mots 

“Primo Carnera.”

“Laughter is the best medicine.”

“He dropped the other shoe.”

“Where’s the beef?”

“Be yourself. Nobody’s better qualified.”

•

New residents Admiral Bill Crowe and wife 

Shirley lost no time seeking out other native 

Oklahomans here. He’s from Okeene which has 

almost as much population as a naval transport.  

The Crowes may be as effective as a champion 

Sooner football team in talking up their state.

•

Procuring a fresh ribbon for the senile upright 

Royal (my rod and my staff) was about as much 

of a breeze as finding a hand crank for a 1922 

Ford. Okay, it was a friend who has a way with 

the Internet who did it.

•

Basic research is what we do when we don’t 

know what we’re doing.

•

Who does your new great grandson look like?

Winston Churchill, of course. He said all babies 

do.

•

Also .  . .
                  

  By  Layne  Beaty
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