
              

“In my thirteen years at Collington, I have 

never been more optimistic about health care 

than now that Angie Layfield is in charge as 

Collington’s Health Services Administrator,” 

Barbara Hall, chair of the Residents’ Health Care 

Committee, said recently. Angie dem-

onstrated the reason for the enthusi-

asm with which residents greet her in 

our interview. She speaks clearly and 

positively about the issues in health 

care, always with sensitivity to the 

needs of residents and staff.

Angie arrived in July 2007 to en-

counter problems that would have 

daunted a less capable person. She 

had to resolve issues arising from a state regula-

tory survey. Then, the Director of Nursing re-

signed, leaving health services without a vital 

staff position. She chose Virginia Farmer as the 

interim director and has now appointed her as 

the permanent director. Every day as health 

services administrator brings new issues to rec-

ognize, clarify, resolve, or delegate.

Angie uses her knowledge of best practices 

and standards in the nursing home field to 

identify improvements that need to be made -- 

including those that will take some time. She es-

pecially focuses on resident-centered care in 

which a resident can make choices about their 

care. For example, if a resident wishes 

a shower in the morning instead of the 

evening or a snack before bedtime, 

Angie sees no reason why that should 

not happen.  To accomplish this, she 

believes staff needs to be flexible and 

open to new arrangements. Above all, 

she would like health staff to have 

meaningful relationships with the 

Creighton Center residents, sharing 

a snack and talking with them, for 

example. 

Angie views communication with residents to 

be an important part of her job.  If residents know 

what to expect when they are admitted to the 

Creighton Center, their experience can be a 

much happier one. She believes that residents 

should be aware of the level of care in each of 

the units and how decisions are made on the 

placement of residents. For example, the 

Shenandoah is a nursing unit, while Potomac is

Angie Layfield, Administrator, 
Health Services
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Welcome, Angie Layfield!

By Sally Griffen



classified as an assisted living unit. As one 

example of the regulations guiding different 

units, residents may not bring their own 

medicines into the nursing units but are allowed 

to in assisted living.  Angie hopes to clarify such 

differences in the future by holding informational 

meetings for all residents such as the one she 

held in January.

Managing the utilization of each of the units is 

a major ongoing task. At present, Potomac 

(assisted living) is at capacity (20 beds) while 

only 3 of the 9 Brandywine (assisted living) beds 

are used because the state decreed they were 

not large enough for two residents. Angie is 

working to provide additional programming to 

support increased occupancy of Brandywine. 

Chesapeake (nursing) and Shenandoah 

(nursing) are below capacity; 26 of Chesa-

peake’s 32 beds are full and 6 of Shenandoah’s 

12. Because empty beds can produce revenue 

from outside patients, Collington can use some 

of these beds for community patients on a per 

diem basis.  

Because Angie regards the current arrange-

ments for In-Home Care as “broken”, she wel-

comes the report of the Task Force on In-Home 

Care. She is pleased to learn that a majority of 

residents approved the Task Force’s recommen-

dation. She agrees with their description of the 

inadequacies of the present system. She thinks 

perhaps a relationship between Collington and 

an outside agency might be one way to improve 

it. She believes that for Collington to run its own 

agency would bring unnecessary challenges be-

cause of the staffing problems arising from major 

shifts in demand for staff. She looks forward to 

discuss these issues with the Task Force and 

learning their ideas for improvements.

What was the path that led this highly compe-

tent person to Collington? In many ways, it’s a 

homecoming for her. She graduated from the 

University of Maryland in College Park with a de-

gree in communications. While there, she volun-

teered with an organization that promoted 

weekly contact with older and mentally disabled 

people. She became hooked on working with 

older people. Subsequently, she received a 

graduate degree in gerontology from Towson 

State. 

After a brief stint with another organization, 

she joined Life Care Services, the company that 

manages Collington, and was placed with LCS 

facilities in Connecticut and Florida. While in 

Florida, she ran a pilot program for resident-cen-

tered care. Now she, her husband and young 

daughter live in Pasadena, Md. and will welcome 

a son expected to arrive in July.

 How lucky we are that she decided to come 

to Collington.

 2                  The Collingtonian          May 2008

The Collingtonian

10450 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, MD 20721

Phone:  301-925-9610
is published monthly (except July and August)
by the Collington Residents Association, Inc.

Editor:  Robert Elkin

The picture of tulips on Page 1 and the Layfield 

portrait were taken by Robert Elkin
     

Staff:  Ardyce Asire, Sally Bucklee, Gloria Ericson,  

Faith Jackson, Jarvis Freymann, Sally Griffen, 

Helen Gordon, Maggie Gundlach, Sheila Hollies, 

Frances Kolarek, Anne Novotsky. 

Photographer:  Elsie Seetoo



Contracts -- a Complicated Issue
By Frances Kolarek

At least three different Residence and Care 

Agreements currently circulate among Collington 

residents, resulting in some confusion and possi-

bly even in inequities. One of the goals of

Collington’s current Strategic Plan is to 

straighten out this confusion. 

    Goal 6 states in part, “...shall ensure that resi-

dent expectations and terms of resident contract 

are in alignment.” The CEO and Marketing De-

partment are charged with responsibility.

Of greater long-term importance is the 

Board’s plan to cover all residents under the 

same contract. Involved in this effort to draw up 

a new Residents and Care Agreement are 

Collington’s CEO, the Marketing Department, the 

Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, 

LCS and Collington’s legal counsel.

There is no provision for resident participa-

tion.  In the strong belief that residents are enti-

tled to a voice in formulating a new contract,the 

Executive Committee of our Residents Associa-

tion has set up a Task Force on Clarification of 

Contract Obligations. Headed by Ron McPher-

son, the Task Force has focused on the issue of 

changes in living units and questions the impact 

of such changes on Collington’s fiscal standing.

Pat Battin, RA President, has forwarded a 

copy of the Task Force report to Larry Harris, 

president of the Board of Directors. A copy of 

the report is filed with the March Council minutes 

in the Residents Association Council Minutes 

book in the Library.

In her transmittal letter, Pat notes that "the 

Task Force has identified a set of questions on 

financial, legal and equity issues.”  She 

expresses the hope that the Board and the 

RA can work successfully together to resolve 

differences.

Larry Harris has verbally responded that the 

Board will seriously consider the issues

raised in the report.

Working with Ron McPherson to tackle the 

many thorny issues the Task Force faces are 

Iladene Filer, Marion Henry, Pete Vaky, Bill Ri-

oux and Carolyn Feinglass.

Kendall Honors
By Robert Elkin

Katherine Kendall was 

honored as A Social 

Work Legacy at the 

United Nations on March 

31 as a part of a celebra-

tion of human rights and 

social work around the 

world. Twenty-five years ago, Katherine com-

pleted a U.N. study of training of social welfare 

personnel around the world that resulted in a 

United Nations action to recognize social work 

as a professional function requiring preparation 

in universities or educational institutions of equal 

caliber. This led to more than a decade of UN 

and UNICEF technical assistance in the prepara-

tion of social welfare personnel and support of 

social work education throughout the developing 

world. Katherine’s honor came as a highlight of 

the 25th Annual Social Work Day at the United 

Nations in New York.
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 Don Peretz, Scholar Extraordinaire
By Robert Elkin

One of the pleasures at Collington is learning 

about the impressive backgrounds of many of 

our colleagues. Don Peretz’s resume is espe-

cially surprising because of his quiet, friendly and 

unassuming demeanor.  

At a recent “Know Your Neighbor” talk we 

learned that Don is an impressive scholar spe-

cializing in the Middle East and other foreign ar-

eas and author of 12 books and over 300 arti-

cles. In addition, while Professor of Political Sci-

ence at SUNY-Binghamton he directed its South-

west Asian-North African Program.

Don claims that his international perspective 

was built into his genes by his diverse family 

background. His grandparents came from Sa-

lonica, Jerusalem, Odessa, and Patterson, New 

Jersey. His Palestinian-born grandfather learned 

the Koran by heart when he helped an Arab 

friend study.

While in Queens College in New York City, 

Don encountered one of his strongest influences, 

Quaker Professor Phillips Bradley.  He spent a 

summer in Paso de Ovehas in Vera Cruz with 

the Quakers in a village plagued with malaria 

and hookworm.  The volunteers dug drainage 

ditches and built outhouses, only finding out later 

that the villagers were using them as shelter for 

pigs and chickens. But working with the Quakers 

had a lifetime effect. He also spent another 

summer working with conscientious objectors.

When drafted in 1943, he was assigned to 

non-combat duty, where he trained in Japanese. 

After being shipped to Japan with the invading 

army, as he waited to use a rope ladder to de-

scend to a landing boat, he heard an announce-

ment: “President Roosevelt has just died!” He 

became interpreter to a Naval medical unit, dur-

ing and after the fighting, that dealt with seriously 

wounded Okinawans.

After the war, as the Palestinian crisis 

erupted, he traveled to the Hebrew University in 

Jerusalem on the G.I. Bill, arriving the day the 

King David Hotel was bombed by Begin’s under-

ground.

Back in the U.S., Don went to work for the 

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)   

returning to Israel with a team distributing United 

Nations relief rations to Palestinian refugees.  

Don completed his master’s degree at Co-

lumbia and worked on his Ph.D. In 1952, with a 

dissertation entitled “Israel and the Palestine Ar-

abs” he received a Ford Foundation grant to 

travel to Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and Jor-

dan.  His thesis, his first published book, was 

banned in Beirut.

Don returned many times to the Middle East, 

once notably with the socialist Norman Thomas, 

and continues to keep in touch with events there.  

He continued his analysis of worldwide develop-

ments until well after retirement.

Don worked thirty years for New York State, 

five years as Associate Director, then Director at 

the State Education Department Center for Inter-

national Programs and Services, followed by 25 

years as Professor of Political Science at SUNY-

Binghamton. After his retirement, he and Maya 

came to Washington where he became a fellow 

at the United States Institute of Peace.
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The Computer -- My Nemesis
By Faith Jackson

 

This is a rant.  All who have run into 

computer problems will quickly identify 

with my pain.

I wish to say that I do not care for my com-

puter because it does not care for me. It lets me 

know I am a techy numbskull. In spite of a fair 

amount of instruction I’ve received, my computer 

rarely does what I ask. It balks or quits if I don’t 

use the precise word or symbol required to bring 

up a document I have worked on for hours. My 

computer says, “no such document exists.” After 

I’ve stormed about in frustration, it takes me 

hours to find it -- if ever. Once I lost a 400+ page 

manuscript that not even the techy pro I called in 

desperation could find it. (Fortunately, I had a 

hard copy.) Two years later, hunting for some-

thing else, I hit “whatever”, and by golly, there it 

was!  Go figure.

I resent it when I hit the wrong key and am 

transported to a whole new abracadabra land.  

Sometimes my computer absolutely refuses to 

move a muscle until I figure out what it wants -- 

or doesn’t want. The “Help” pages are written in 

early Choctaw; simpler and applicable words 

would help. In the good old typewriter days, if 

you hit the wrong button you weren’t sent to pur-

dah.

I resent the fact that my grandchildren, before 

their 10th birthdays, could explain exactly what I 

must do.  As for the kids and computers, I’m 

really worried. Ask them how much is 6 times 9 

and their eyes glaze.  If you insist, they’ll look it 

up in Yahoo or Wikipedia. They can find anything 

using their computer-based devices, retain it 

long enough to copy into a school report, and 

then it’s gone. Hooray! You don’t have to 

memorize a thing. You can become a cultural id-

iot as long as you have an iPod or 

Blackberry in grade school.

However, I can’t help noticing that 

everyone takes a different path to 

reach the same end. I just want 

one road to reach my goal; I tend to gravitate 

among all the paths and get nowhere. Com-

puterese takes more time than I have left.

My quarrel is both technical and philosophi-

cal. No matter that I am only a few removes from 

the quill pen.  Have you been watching the se-

ries on John Adams where in all of the meetings, 

two or more scribes were busy note taking, on 

paper that lasted, with ink that has endured?  

Have you noticed the short life of computer ink 

on bills and checkout slips? Do you wonder 

about the fate of important documents? Can 

you imagine the Declaration of Independence 

in computer ink after 300 years?  Do you care?  

I care.

I recognize that the human brain cannot 

match the computer-driven robot that makes cal-

culations far beyond human capacity, or even 

explain, in words we can understand, our $30 bil-

lion debt, and when we can leave the teepee and 

go to live on Mars. However, I suggest we let the 

experts convene with the computers and take on 

unfathomable adventures. The truth is, we ordi-

nary mortals have been over sold. We may only 

want to Cut and Paste, Attach, Upload, Save and 

use E-mail (or less), but we get embroiled in the 

whole package, which expands by the minute.

I may have to go back to the pen and Oli-

vetti; one tends to be terse when you have to cut 

and paste by hand.
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Oops!
By Warren Unna

The other morning, while I was saving money 

by going through Collington’s subscription to The 

New York Times in the reading room, a white-

haired, slightly balding gent entered and started 

to browse. “You must be a new resident,” I said, 

affixing my most welcoming smile, and then pro-

ceeded to introduce myself.

“We’ve already met, at your cottage for cock-

tails two nights ago,” he countered with tolerant 

terseness.

My humiliation was such that when I saw 

what seemed to be the same gent accompanied 

by his ponytailed wife coming into the dining 

room at dinner, I self-assuredly hailed him by 

name.

The gent looked puzzled.

Okay, name and face confusions are endem-

ic to us aging here at Collington.  But I con-

fronted my conscience.  Decades ago, when I 

was a mere infantile fifty, I found myself climbing 

the same Cleveland Park stairs to a dinner party 

with some chauffeured guests.  Our host intro-

duced us and the stranger -- really a stranger 

this time -- was the newly-arrived German Am-

bassador (I think his name was von Stadt).  His  

wife and I got into a conversation.

“When we were posted here before you 

wrote things for The Washington Post  with 

which we disagreed,” she declared.

I had a prepared answer for that:  “I wish I 

had known, as the only way to avoid repeating 

errors is to correct them upon being told.”  And 

then I thought it nice to add a personal note:  

“I’ve never known anyone in the German Em-

bassy except an officer I occasionally dated -- 

Wendegard von Neurath.”

“That’s me,” she said with pursed lips.

I was on the point of blurting out: “But you 

used to be blonde.”  I somehow managed to 

keep my mouth shut.

The Captain’s Table  
By Lynn Bernstein  

Have you noticed the fluttering and whirring 

of wings in the Bird Room around 5:30 these  

nights?  Some of those who frequent the Cap-

tain’s Table will tell you that they see an inordi-

nate amount of feather fluffing and welcoming 

smiles emitting from those bird pictures.  The 

birds evidently believe that dinner at the Cap-

tain’s Table is a grand idea.

Reintroduced a few weeks ago at the request 

of the Dining Services Committee, the Captain’s 

Table is flourishing as a unique contribution to 

dining here.  If you are coming to the Dining 

Room by yourself, or are new, and have burning 

questions, i.e., how to use the telephone, the 

folks at the Captain’s Table are prepared to wel-

come your questions, observations and com-

ments.

Theresa, Stephen, Justin, Charles, Beulah 

and Clement of our dining staff add to the bonho-

mie surrounding the table.  They’ve been known 

to salute as residents approach!

Oh, yes!  Lest the charge of elitism be di-

rected toward the back table in the Bird Room, it 

should be clearly understood that all are wel-

come at the Captain’s Table -- singles, couples, 

guests, visitors and children.
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I give you the Gardeners’ Motto: Every day 

above ground is a winner.

You knew it last month when we were awash 

in glorious tree blossoms and velvet grass. Now, 

go dig, plant, weed, and seed. Only, it’s not al-

ways possible. Hear this:

“Dear Faith, I enjoy your Gardening Notes. 

Here’s a question. While I love gardening, I'm 

having increasing trouble getting down to where 

the action is or wielding a hoe or rake. Do you 

have any suggestions for me to hire some one

with a strong back who will do what I need? 

Sincerely, Achy Back”

Dear Achy:  Good to hear from you. You 

make me feel like Dear Abby.  Sooner or later

 we’re all in your shape.  Herewith some ideas.

1.  Call in a Work Order, 2151. Elmer Gold-

smith or Roy Jenkins will do a beautiful job of 

whatever you need, for $25/hour.  But, please, 

be patient; a lot of people suddenly have back 

aches this time of year.

2.  Homestead Gardens is the only local 

nursery that will sell shrubs and deliver and plant 

them for about 75% over cost; you’re on your 

own for annuals and perennials.

3.  If you find a new contractor on your own, 

Frank Krohnert is all for this but wants to be sure 

you inform Security when they are expected.

4. Maybe you have a son or strong-limbed 

grandchildren who can be cajoled or bribed with 

Sunday dinner to give a few hours around the 

cottage.

Astonishing how much gets done.

5.  Here’s how I now do sit-down gardening 

along rows and beds: a gardenseat-kneeler --

easy to drag around, a good trowel, water, and 

fertilizer.

Try it. You’ll like it!

 Amish Market
   By Sally M. Bucklee

The Amish Market in Burtonsville was what I 

missed most on moving to Collington -- but lo! It 

has followed me here and is open every Thurs-

day, Friday, and Saturday, just 20 miles away in 

Upper Marlboro.

When you step inside, the Market smells the 

way country stores used to smell!  Thanks to 

booths like Yoder's Ribs and Chicken, the Coun-

try Grille, the hot bread fresh from the oven and 

oranges being squeezed as you wait.

Not only do the fragrances tempt you, but 

everything looks so good -- homemade choco-

lates, fudge, pretzels, and potato chips. Racks of 

spices you can't find elsewhere. The fresh straw-

berry cheesecake is a gem to behold. In addition 

to all those enticements, you can stay healthy by 

buying steroid-free meats. Or, shop my favorite 

counter offering salads and deli items.

Samples are ample.

You’ll see bearded men in straw hats and 

make-up-less young women with their heads 

covered.  They are either Amish or Mennonite 

from the Lancaster County Pennsylvania area.

Most of the market is devoted to food but you 

can also find handmade quilts, furniture and 

crafts, custom-made if you wish.

You’ll find it in the Marlboro Village Shopping 

Center, 5030 Brown Station Road.     

Enjoy!

           Faith’s

Gardening Notes
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Lost in Space
By Nancie Gonzalez

 
Some people never get lost; others, like me, 

cannot find north unless the sun is shining. 

Once, years ago, aiming for White Flint Mall, I 

somehow arrived at the loading docks in Balti-

more. Unfortunately, my reputation for getting 

lost is well known in my family. My five-year old 

granddaughter, on one occasion commented, 

“Oh, Grammy – I love to drive with you because 

you always get lost, and I get to see places I 

would never see otherwise.” “Don’t tell your 

father,” I replied. Sometimes I lucked out, as in 

the Dominican Republic when I found a beach 

near Santo Domingo by following another car in 

which I spotted what appeared to be bathing 

equipment on its rear seat shelf.  “Mom, do you 

really know where you’re going?” asked my 

sons. “Trust me,” I said, and they did, making 

my day when we actually did arrive after winding 

through the meandering streets of the old city.

When I bought a GPS system a few weeks 

ago, I was initially ecstatic, thinking that my ad-

venturous spirit could blossom again without the 

aggravation, loss of time and excess gasoline to 

which I had become accustomed.  Unfortunately, 

it turns out that these devices have problems of 

their own.

Invited to meet off-campus friends at a res-

taurant they said was about four miles from 

Collington, I inserted the address, and confi-

dently pushed “GO.” My electronic guide led me 

to the 495 Beltway, and then to Rt. 50. Follow-

ing succeeding instructions precisely, I found 

myself about half an hour later on the Bowie 

State University campus, when my virtual com-

panion announced that I had reached my desti-

nation. Appalled, I frantically called the restau-

rant for further advice. They could not help, 

since they did not know where the campus was 

located.  So, I again inserted the restaurant ad-

dress in my GPS, and with some trepidation, fol-

lowed the new directions.  Again, after another 

20 minutes, my friendly GPS told me that I had 

reached my destination. However, I saw no res-

taurant nearby! I made another phone call to the 

restaurant that directed me into a nearby mall 

and to my appointed place.

After lunch, my friends mentioned that one of 

the streets bordering the mall was called Lotts-

ford Vista Rd. I drove home in less than 10 

minutes.

The lesson? Apparently the GPS system 

does not do well with addresses inside malls.  If I 

had bought a more expensive model, this limita-

tion might have been prevented. Or, had I que-

ried it for “restaurants,” it might have led me 

there, even without the address! Since then, 

having learned more about the GPS, I have been 

happy and am now convinced that I need never 

get lost again -- while in my car!
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 To Guatemala & Back?  No Problem.

Nancie Gonzalez is sporting two beautiful 

new crowns on her teeth as the finale to a 

unique shopping expedition. After learning the 

exorbitant price for her dental work here in 

Maryland, she flew down to Guatemala for 

“The best dentistry I’ve ever had.” As a bo-

nus, she visited her son’s family, especially 

her grandchildren, and returned to Collington  

having saved an undisclosed amount of 

money.



Gilding the Lily
By Gloria Ericson

Art by Judith Shaw

This is all about make-up. (That rustling 

sound you hear is made by male readers hastily 

turning the page -- which is O.K. because they 

might learn something we women don’t want 

them to know).

Make-up’s been around a long 

time -- certainly since the time 

of the ancient Egyptians, who 

used a mixture of soot and the 

mineral, galena, to make kohl. 

And kohl is why we go around thinking that all 

ancient Egyptians had large oval eyes with black 

rims. And it wasn’t just the women who used 

make-up, but also the men. As a matter of fact 

the Egyptians were so make-up crazy that they 

even put it on their statues. It seems that earlier 

cultures painted themselves also. I suspect that 

for every caveman bragging about how he had  

“invented” fire, there was a cavewife eyeing his 

charred sticks and thinking, “hummm -- I know a 

good use for those...”

But make-up involves more 

than eyes. There are lips, which 

are very big these days. Liter-

ally. We went through the 

pursed ”bee-sting” lips of the silent screen stars 

and Betty Boop. “Big” is still in, but an elongated 

Big. Some women are willing to go through sur-

gery to obtain that full-

lipped look. I think it just 

gives women a spoiled, 

petulant look, but even I succumbed to the ads 

and purchased a product said to make one’s lips 

look fuller. I tried it in just one spot.  It stung and I 

imagined it inflated that spot, so I stopped in a 

panic. What if it had just kept on inflating until I 

had two parallel speed bumps framing my mouth 

– and they refused to deflate? Clearly, neurotic 

people like me should never try new products. 

It’s always best to wait and see how many 

deaths cause a recall.

As we age, we require different things from 

our cosmetics: When we’re young we require en-

hancement; as we age it’s just cover-up we 

want. A little grout to fill in these wrinkles, 

please.But it’s not grout that’s being offered.  

It’s injections of Botox.  Do you know what Botox 

is?  It’s the toxin found in botulism – 

that killer of whole families because 

of some sloppy home canning. So 

the killer of one generation has become merely 

the conveyer of killer good looks in the next.

And speaking of aging, did you know that as 

you grow older the corners of 

your mouth turn downward like 

little pitcher spouts - enabling 

you to drool out of both sides of your mouth at 

the same time. Perhaps we should emulate our 

young who suspend all sorts of items from 

piercings. How about tiny gold buckets from 

each mouth corner? Decorative but functional.

And in case I haven’t depressed you enough 

– here’s another fact about aging: Did you know 

that your earlobes never stop 

growing? So, as we live longer and 

longer we may have to budget an 

ear-job into our retirement plans. I 

mean, earlobes elbow-length could 

seriously impinge on our strength-

training exercises.

May 2008           The Collingtonian 9

botulism bacillus



Jane Becker recently displayed one of her 

grandmother’s quilts in the stairwell, a truly   

handcrafted piece, hand-appliquéd and hand-

quilted and appropriately named“Sunbonnet 

Sue.” The quilt is a work of art, made from   

leftover pieces of Jane’s 

dresses.  In April, Jane sur-

prised us by replacing that 

quilt by another beautiful 

quilt featuring a border of

tulips. What fun for the 

springtime.

<

Maria Colvin has done it 

again. Sixteen of her paint- 

ings make up a delightful  

show in the Library Corridor. 

Do stop by to admire her 

deft interpretations.  The pictures represent dif-

ferent styles and media -- the group of bottles in 

a contemporary style, a dog’s head presented 

realistically.  Congratulations, Maria, on a fine 

show.  

<

A packed audience sat spellbound in the 

Auditorium for the Drama Committee’s presenta-

tion of Henrik Ibsen’s classic play, Hedda 

Gabler. Directed by Marcia Behr, with a cast 

featuring MaryAverett Seelye in the title role, 

Bill McGhee, Marion Henry, Dorothy Brown, 

Chuck Dell, Herb Gordon and Corinne 

Vincelett, the performance earned enthusiastic  

applause. Actors and family members were later 

entertained by Bill and Nancy McGhee, who 

opened their charming home for a wind-down 

party, at which the actors presented Marcia with 

a Certificate of Appreciation, designed by Chuck 

Dell and signed by all cast members.

<

Collington’s well-equipped 

woodshop appears to have 

mysteriously slipped out of 

view these days, complains 

Jim Whitaker, Woodshop 

Committee Chairman. He 

reports that not many re-

quests for repair or construc-

tion jobs have been received 

lately.  In addition, there has 

been a drop-off in Wood-

shop workers. So, he reminds all residents, 

newcomers and old-timers, that the Woodshop is 

prepared to undertake a variety of carpentry and 

electrical repair jobs - gluing chairs, installing 

new bulb sockets, making simple shelves, cut-

ting down picture frames, even tackling a refin-

ishing job if it is not too big or complicated. Just 

drop a request slip in Jim’s mail slot #3006. For 

anyone interested in working in the Woodshop, 

the facilities are available and committee mem-

bers can offer help to any resident prepared to 

follow safety rules.

 <

SOS! SOS! Calling all Skippers! Our fleet of 

radio-controlled skipjacks awaits you. Come join 

the fun! Instructions given for first-timers. Call 
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Helen  Gordon’s Goings On

  Michael Strong shares a laugh with his  
father, Roger Dixon, before beginning 
his talk about Nairobi where he lives. 



Jim Whitaker at 7304.

<

Ginge Peddle, Chair of the Pet Committee, 

reports there are 31 dogs “in residence” at 

Collington, and about the same number of cats 

(feral and domesticated). She stresses that we 

are a truly pet-friendly community, with strictly 

monitored pet rules and close attention to prob-

lems that result in making life here comfortable 

for all -- pet owners and those not comfortable

with pets.  Rules also apply to the use of the dog 

park, where all residents are invited to come be-

tween 3 and 5 in the afternoon to see the dogs at 

play.

<

Judith Shaw recently spent two weeks in 

Florida, traveling back and forth by Auto train. 

She visited old friends and her husband’s 

nephew, moth specialist Charles Coville, atten- 

ded an Elderhostel at Amelia Island.  A visit to 

the wildlife refuge on Cumberland Island in 

Georgia included a boat trip in the Okefenokee 

Swamp. There, she learned of some of the early 

Swamp-dwellers, including a 6’ 6” lady known as 

the Queen of the Okefenokee, a very wealthy 

widow of 64 married to a handsome young man 

of 21. However (sob), there was no sign of Pogo.  

<

 Kate and Ted Prince traveled to London 

for a week’s theater tour sponsored by Smith 

College’s alumnae association, Kate’s alma ma-

ter. They saw four plays. At the top of the list, 

was an “unforgettable” performance at the Na-

tional Theatre of Shakespeare’s Much Ado 

About Nothing, in the inimitable British style. In 

addition, they enjoyed revivals of Harold Pinter’s 

The Homecoming and David Mamet’s Speed-

the-Plow. They also puzzled over a new play, 

God of Carnage, by French-Iranian writer Yas-

mina Reza.  In their spare time, they climbed an 

88-step spiral staircase in one of the bell towers 

of St. Paul’s Cathedral for a spectacular view of 

London.  A large-scale model of Christopher 

Wren’s original design for the Cathedral was on 

display. A visit to the National Gallery of Art con-

cluded their sightseeing. 

<

Hilda Jay held a sale of art work that she 

framed herself displayed in the Auditorium Gal-

lery.  Proceeds were for the benefit of the Resi-

dents Association Endowment Fund and, by the 

middle of April, sales had totaled over $800. She 

hopes to reach $1,000 by month’s end. To quote 

a much-used Collington phrase: THANK YOU 

AGAIN, HILDA!

<

Roanne Hartfield, who recently took charge 

of the sale of collectibles from the display cases 

on campus, reports that she netted over $175 in 

just two weeks during March.  This money -- like 

the income from the Op Shop -- goes into the 

coffers of the Residents Association to help un-

derwrite our activities.  Roanne noted that all her 

sales have been made to residents.  She invites 

staff members to feel free to call her if they want 

to buy something  from the display cases.  She is 

on Ext. 7386.

<

Several Collingtonians attended memorial 

services for Tom Street held in Washington and 

Alexandria. While at Collington,Tom edited this  

publication and he was a fierce adversary of the 

prevalent “Mile a Minute” weed that infests our 

woodlands.
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Happy Spring!
Photographs by Robert Elkin

May Apples appear in our woods well before the 
trees begin to leaf.  Jack-in-the Pulpits follow.

Many Collington gardeners have had suc-
cess with camellia bushes.  So far, how-
ever, none has produced camomile tea.  

A walk through our clusters reveals an astonishing 
variety of daffodils and tulips.   

The essence of Spring.
Azaleas thrive here.  As time passes, keep 
an eye out for our many varieties -- as well 

as a rich display of irises.   
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