
 

As quietly restful a retirement community as 

Collington may be, it is rarely if ever dull.  New 

residents arrive on campus frequently, adding 

further pinches of leaven to an already interest-

ing mix. The community’s current list 

of residents is just about as diverse as 

the United Nations, and often reads 

like yesterday’s “Who’s Who.”

Getting to know new friends and 

neighbors has always been a favorite 

intramural sport at Collington, and 

mealtimes provide a particularly apt 

time for introductions to occur.  One 

never knows who might walk up and ask to 

share one’s table, and fascinating surprises 

often lie in store.

On one recent evening, Lincoln Gordon 

asked if he could join Barbara and Bo Heald and 

me as we sat down for dinner.  Although his 

name was vaguely familiar, none of us could 

readily recall any details of his previous career, 

so we gladly invited him to pull up a chair.

It was not long before we ascertained that  

Mr. Gordon had moved to Collington only a few 

days earlier, after making his home in Washing-

ton for much of his adult life.  Persistent ques-

tioning from us (all graduates of Yale) brought 

forth the fact that, after preparing at 

Fieldston (the Ethical Culture Society 

high school in New York City), Mr. 

Gordon spent three years (1930-1933) 

earning his bachelor’s degree (summa 

cum laude) from a rival institution in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, and then 

went on to receive his D.Phil. as a 

Rhodes Scholar at Oxford in 1936.  

While an undergraduate, he particularly enjoyed  

singing bass with Harvard’s Glee Club, Bach 

Choral Society and Chapel Choir.

After completing his academic work at Ox-

ford and spending a number of holidays watch-

ing the rise of Nazi Germany and other increas-

ingly ominous events in Western Europe (he 

once encountered Der Fuhrer on a walking tour 

in Bavaria), Gordon returned to Harvard as an 

Instructor in Government from 1936 to 1941.  It  
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was there that he had the good fortune of meet- 

ing Allison Wright at a Dunster House lecture, 

and they were married just three months later, in 

June, 1937.  Their long and happy marriage, 

which produced Anne, Robert, Hugh, and Amy, 

lasted until Allison’s death in 1987.  Seven 

grandchildren also blessed their union.

We also learned that our new friend had 

achieved some degree of fame in the fields of 

economic planning and foreign relations.   

During World War II he served in a number 

of governmental agencies.  Postwar he became 

a member of the U.S. delegation to the United 

Nations Atomic Energy Commission.

He helped compose a plan that won the ap-

proval of an isolationist Congress which became 

known as the Marshall Plan.

 Having successfully met those challenges, 

he subsequently played an important role in pre-

siding over the birth and flowering of the Euro-

pean Recovery Program.  In 1952, he went to 

London to become Director of the Marshall Plan 

Mission for the U.K. and chief of the U.S. Em-

bassy’s economic staff until 1955.  

He then returned to Harvard as a Professor 

of International Economic Relations.  

Having been asked by President Kennedy in 

1960 to join in the work of a task force on policy 

toward Latin America (which ultimately led to the 

creation of the Alliance for Progress Program), 

Gordon served as U.S. Ambassador to Brazil 

from 1961 through 1966 and as Assistant Secre-

tary of State for Inter-American Affairs from 1966 

to 1967.

 Gordon served as President of Johns Hop-

kins University four tumultuous years (which he 

describes as having been “the worst time ever to 

be a college president”).  His resignation in 

March, 1971 came in the wake of disruptive 

demonstrations by students and faculty critical of 

the country's involvement in Vietnam, but not be-

fore he had made a lasting contribution to the 

University by introducing coeducation to Hop-

kins’ undergraduate program in 1970.

Among his many books are The Public Cor-

poration in Great Britain (1938), International 

Stability and Progress: U.S. Interests and Instru-

ments (1957); and Brazil’s Second Chance:  En-

route Toward the First World (2001).

 In a word, Lincoln Gordon is a man of many 

parts, who carries his 93 years lightly.  Although 

currently consigned to the bench because of a 

foot problem, he has spent much of his life play-

ing tennis three mornings a week, and still walks 

with a distinct spring in his step and twinkle in his 

eye.  His ready smile, cheerful nature and seem-

ingly endless store of fascinating stories to tell 

are already winning him many friends here.  

Collington accords him a warm welcome!
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Happy New Year One and All -- 
We Hope

By Faith Jackson

Hands down, from this corner, September 

has always been the real start of the New Year: 

schools resume, jobs that slowed down for office 

vacationers get rolling again, most of summer’s 

produce has been harvested, frozen and 

canned, summer’s delights are packed away for 

a fresh beginning -- of what, this year?? 

Oil prices are up, the market is down, our 

bridges are falling, our planet is getting too hot to 

handle, and worst of all, too many of our pre-

cious young men and women will never reach 

the retirement years we enjoy. 

We cannot ignore these events, but in an ef-

fort to divert you from the big world of gloom and 

doom and upcoming 9/11 anniversary, we have 

looked about our homes and gardens and 

indeed the whole campus for good upswing 

news of our activities and animal companions. 

Check out our new resident, Ambassador Lin-

coln Gordon, Landscape Chairman Mary Olm-

sted’s tree project, how the Interior Decorating 

group is sprucing us up, Dog-walker Tory Knud-

sen and friends, and much else.

This month I have been Guest Editor of your 

Collingtonian, with the help of a superb staff. 

Our October Guest Editor will be Robert Elkin. 

To follow an old pro, as a tyro, is daunting, but 

we are doing our best to stem the flood until a 

new permanent editor comes aboard.

We hope you will be pleased.

Brain Food
By Sheila Hollies

Since childhood, Marney Akins has been 

fascinated with figuring things out and putting 

them together. At an early age, she and her 

sister busied themselves in making up crossword 

puzzles, and she has been working at problems 

of one sort or another ever since.

She encountered a different kind of challenge 

while living in the Middle East, where she and 

her husband James made their home for a num-

ber of years.  Every weekend they explored the 

desert near Baghdad in what was once Mesopo-

tamia, where hundreds of pieces of ancient pot-

tery could be found.  They found enormous satis-

faction in searching and attempting to assemble 

pieces to reproduce recognizable forms.

Once back in the States, she was soon 

drawn to exercise her skills at the Smithsonian 

Institution.  As one of a number of volunteers, 

she spent time each week trying to match shards 

which had been collected in Israel by the Smith-

sonian’s archaeologist; each piece had to be 

carefully marked to identify its source.  As a 

member of this dedicated group for nearly thirty 

years, she was able to help assemble large num-

bers of interesting pots.

Here at Collington, Marney stimulates her 

brain cells working on the jigsaw puzzles stored 

in alcoves in the hall by the clinic.  Watching her, 

one can only be amazed at the speed and accu-

racy with which she matches colors and shapes  

to produce an impressive whole.
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  Marketing Event
and Festive Tent Dinners

By Sheila Hollies

On Thursday, September 13, Collington will 

host a wine-tasting festival, in a tent beside our 

lake from 1 to 4 in the afternoon.  In August, a 

large number of mailings were sent out cordially 

inviting those who are interested in us to take 

part in this event, sample the refreshments,  

learn about our unique facility, and talk with our 

residents.  Rita Newnham and Ann and Herb 

Stone will be there to assist the marketers.

Wine Coach will be Laura Foster, who obtain-

ed her certificate in Viticulture and Vinification at 

the American Sommelier Association in New 

York and subsequently qualified as a member of 

the Society of Wine Educators.  With her partner 

she organizes Wine Coach Tours here and 

abroad.

Entertainment will be provided by pianist Ste-

fan Scaggiari, composer and recording artist, ac-

tive in the music industry for over two decades. 

He is featured playing jazz and classical works  

every week on NPR’s Weekend Edition Sunday, 

now in its 13th year.  

Edibles to accompany the wines will be pro-

vided by Collington’s own chef, Dennis James, 

and will feature a wide variety of delicious hors 

d’oeuvres of Mediterranean and Latin-inspired 

provenance.

And, while the tent is available, Dining Serv-

ices Director Kevin Knauff has planned a series 

of festive dinners between September 10 and 

14.  “We’ve done this in other communities and it 

was always a big success,” Kevin says.

On the schedule are a crab feast, a seafood  

cookout, a Pirates night -- put on your eye-patch 

and dress like Johnny Sparrow -- and a Cowboy 

night -- an opportunity to dress Western.  Carib-

bean music and other appropriate entertainment  

will be provided.

 Kevin plans to serve lunch in the Dining 

Room during this period, but dinners will be 

served in the tent.

 Judging by the popularity of the Happy 

Hours Kevin has planned for us, starring a staff 

member to mix and serve his or her special 

drink, the dinners in the tent should prove just as 

successful.

•
  Charlie, Cat Retriever

A cat that retrieves?  Like a dog?  Jeanne 

Gart says that’s exactly what Charlie does.

Charlie has a lot of toys and he loses track of 

one sometimes.  Then, when Jeanne least ex-

pects it, Charlie comes up and rubs, totally cat-

like, against her ankles.  It’s his way of telling her 

that he has just found one of his missing toys.  At 

no other time does he resort to this feline gesture 

of affection.

Jeanne recently got a gift of a pair of ear- 

rings from a friend in Arizona -- handsome, 

handcrafted turquoise earrings.  And between 

her cottage and the McGhees’ for drinks one 

evening, one of the earrings went missing.  

Nancy looked.  Jeanne looked.  Nothing doing.  

It was definitely gone.

Then, one day, Charlie came purring around 

Jeanne’s ankles. She looked down -- no toy.  

What?  Then she spotted it.  Charlie had re-

trieved her earring. We should all have a cat like 
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A Happy Day for the Environment
By Gloria Ericson

  

Come October, Prince George’s County will 

be sending thirty trees to Collington for planting 

on its campus. And we’re not talking small orna-

mental trees either, but big strapping saplings 

that should grow 30 to 50 feet and provide shade 

for many future generations. Among the trees 

being offered are red maple, birch, holly, crepe 

myrtle and willow-- it will be an 

early Christmas gift that we get to 

open next month. The Resident’s 

Association will pay to have 

them planted. 

Having heard that resident 

Mary Olmsted was the driving 

force behind this County gift, this 

reporter went to her cottage to 

check the story.  Chatting with 

Mary in her bright sunroom in 

which almost every available inch 

is taken up with magnificent 

plantings, one can see how 

Mary’s affinity for nature makes 

her a natural to be Chair of the 

Landscape Committee.  She is 

deeply concerned about global 

warming.

Some 16 months ago, Mary saw a flyer offer-

ing free flowers and trees for planting around 

County buildings. She called the County office 

and explained that, although we are a privately-

owned retirement community, we are situated in 

Prince George’s County and would like to be 

considered for some of the free plants. As a 

result we received a shipment of daffodils and 

day lilies which we planted down by our lake. 

Another 100 daffodil bulbs will be planted in the 

two gardens established as part of the Gwen W. 

Edwards legacy. Now, Mary wants some of the 

trees we are getting to be used to screen unat-

tractive areas such as the loading dock, some to 

be planted by the 5000 cluster and some by the 

dog park. 

Mary came to Collington 12 years ago after 

an interesting career in Government service. She 

has held six Government ap-

pointments over the years - one 

as vice-consul in Montreal. Other 

positions were at posts in Am-

sterdam, Reykjavik, Vienna and 

New Delhi. Her last appointment 

was as Ambassador to Papua in 

New Guinea which she held for 

five years. 

Mary comes by her interest in 

landscaping naturally -- in her 

family tree (no pun intended) are 

the famous park builders, Fre-

derick Law Olmsted and his son 

of the same name. In the latter 

19th and early 20th centuries 

they were involved in the building 

and landscaping of parks 

throughout the country -- the 

most famous being Central Park in New York 

City. They also were involved with landscaping 

at the White House, the National Zoo and Rock 

Creek Park. 

An impressive ancestry: we knew what we 

were doing when we elected her landscape 

chairman, and we will have the trees to prove it.
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Brightening our Decor
By Frances Kolarek

You can’t possibly miss it -- the work being 

accomplished by the Interiors Group, of which   

Anne Stone and Jeanne Gart are coordinators.   

Walk into the Security entrance and head for the 

elevators.  The new artwork on the walls will 

brighten your spirits.  “It makes me smile,” one 

resident said.  And just outside the door of CEO 

Larry Mabry, the picture of the James G. Ghol-

son Middle School has been placed above an 

explanatory note.   

Many people with many talents have wrought 

these changes; for one, Ron Hawkins.  Ron has 

not only made a number of frames, highly expen-

sive items on the market, but he has also re-

paired the tilt top table by the Grand Staircase 

and noticed and taken care of other needed re-

pairs to pieces of furniture.  

The Interiors Group came into existence 

about a year ago when a need arose to spruce 

up our interiors and accept -- or reject -- gifts of 

furniture, etc. offered by residents.  Here the 

Group consults Frank Krohnert, Operations Ad-

ministrator, who decides if Collington has an ap-

propriate place to accommodate the offered 

piece.  Jessica Adams, Marketing Director, 

passes on the suitability of the art work.

In the apartment building, “brighten the cor-

ner where you are” is the motto, as empty spots 

have been furnished with bookcases displaying 

attractive bric-a-brac as well as a few surplus 

books.  Here, Hilda Jay merits thanks for her 

generosity with Op Shop surpluses.  Note the 

handsome milk glass displayed in an hitherto 

empty cupboard near the Security Desk.

Jeanne Gart is especially proud of the good- 

looking wooden sheaths the Woodshop made to 

cover the ugly plastic trash containers in the 

Clocktower Lobby.  And in response to a request 

from a resident, Anne and Jeanne have hung 

some colorful prints in the examining rooms in 

the Clinic.  Don’t miss the Andy Warhol cats.    

On the fourth floor, Sheila Singletary, Director 

of Nursing, showed us a redecorated room 

where residents who need some help with eating 

take their meals.  Here the Interiors Group con-

tributed a sofa and end tables to complete a con-

versation corner.  New pictures hang on the 

walls and the room presents a much more invit-

ing look than formerly.  New carpeting is due 

soon, Sheila says.

The Guest Rooms, long a concern of the 

Marketing Department, have been substantially 

improved, Jessica Adams says. All have been 

repainted and equipped with new furniture, pic-

tures and creature comforts.       

A job of these dimensions needs a great deal 

of help.  Fifteen members serve on the Group.  

Each of the floors of the apartment building have 

a representative.   

Elisabeth FitzHugh, retiring from responsibil-

ity for the display cases in the Clocktower, is 

turning the job over to Caryl Marsh, who plans 

an exhibit of books written by Collington resi-

dents.  

Robert Elkin is taking pictures of each of the 

donated items -- from lamps to credenzas -- to 

form an inventory.

In the eyes of the Group, they have made a 

commendable start but there’s a lot yet to be   

done.  There is a need for more bright framed 

posters.
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 There’s room for impovement in the Private Din-

ing Room where acoustics present a problem.

Their original budget of $200 had been spent 

by the time the Group had framed a few posters 

and found glass chimneys for the sconces fas-

tened to the walls of the anteroom to the Security 

Entrance.  They have reached into their own 

pockets when necessary, and hope that, with re-

sults to show for their efforts, a larger appropria-

tion will be forthcoming from Administration and 

the Residents Association.

As for us, the residents who enjoy the many 

improvements, we say “Thank you very much 

and keep up the good work!”      

•
  Foundation Banquet  
Set for September 28

The date for the annual Foundation banquet 

has been set for Friday, September 28, with 

drinks at five, followed by a very special dinner at 

six.

It's an occasion for dressing up like a pea-

cock, enjoying fine dining, fellowship -- and con-

tributing to the Foundation.  

This year your contributions benefit the 

Collington Development Fund which, at the 

Board’s approval, provides funds to enhance 

Collington’s plant, grounds and facilities -- in 

other words, fixing up the house and gardens.

  Collingtonians!  Mark your calendars.  And 

look for an invitation in your mailbox.

The Hospital Gown Potpourri
By Ardyce Asire

Because I am a volunteer at Prince George’s 

Hospital Center, I’m well aware of its financial 

difficulties.  When the ambulance came to trans-

port me back to Collington after my knee re-

placement, I was wearing two hospital gowns  -- 

the second one opening to the front as a coat.

I told the nurses I’d bring back the gowns 

when I returned to volunteer in September.  

Imagine my amazement when they said “Don’t 

bother!”

Well, now that I’m firmly ensconced in the  

Creighton Center, I’m beginning to get the pic-

ture.  Right now I am wearing a gown with a big 

black stamp on it that says:

Will I be arrested tomorrow?  I don’t think so.  

I’ve already been in several gowns with the Doc-

tor’ Hospital logo.  I have seen a minimum of six  

different designs so far.  A part of me wishes we 

could put radio sensors on the gowns and trace 

their journeys as we do for birds and whales.

Incidentally, this USAF gown has a fairly 

large breast pocket.  No doubt this is to accom-

modate the “at-ease” order which (in my day in 

the Air Force) ended with:  “Smoke ’em if you’ve 

got ‘em.
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Property of USAF

Malcolm Grow Medical Center

Removal from Premises Constitutes

Theft of Government Property.

A Recipe for Life?

Use all your senses all the time. . . Take 

pains with the work; do it carefully.  Relish 

the details.  Enjoy your hunger.  And remem-

ber why you’re there.  -- Julia Child



Collingtonians On The Move 

All investments should pay off so 

handsomely!  A few years ago, we are 

told, Louise Huddleston invested in a 

struggling cruise line; today she trav-

els the world on that same line to great 

places at breathtakingly low rates.  

This summer it was St. Petersburg 

continuing on to Hanseatic seaports, 

then on to Iceland, the Arctic Circle, the 

Faroe Islands, the Shetlands, the Heb-

rides and home.  What a trip!

Warren Unna took a delightful 

London-to-London cruise on the ship 

Discovery, taking much the same route 

as Louise, home through the Kiel 

Canal. Margo Kernan took her family 

to Rome and stayed in a castle in Umbria, 

came home briefly, then headed for Bennington, 

Vermont.

Seabound in home waters, conveniently sail-

ing out of Baltimore, were several folks.  Jackie 

and Warren Pearse took the Chesapeake Bay 

Cruise Tour to Yorktown, Williamsburg, Tangier 

Island, Cambridge, Oxford, St. Michaels, Anna-

polis, and back to homeport. Later, Peter Wil-

son took the same cruise, loved the smaller ship 

that rambled the Chesapeake stopping at famil-

iar byways, and, she says, the food was great. 

Eva and Jack Yale have a unique cruise 

mode.  They made a pact before sailing off on 

the mega Grandeur of the Sea, not to sightsee 

any of the ports, stay aboard, read, enjoy ship-

board amenities and friends and de-stress, so 

they stayed aboard in Portland, Boston, Bar Har-

bor, etc.  However, they broke the pact when 

Eva says her “greedy eyes” spotted a wharf res-

taurant in St. Johns where she had a big lobster 

and Jack a bucket of clams. 

Gloria Ericson flew to San Francisco 

to visit children and graduating grand-

children. So did Tita de Gavre, who 

went first to visit her retired son in Fri-

day Harbor, in the magnificent San 

Juan Islands, then to Denver to visit 

her four great grandchildren and their 

mothers, Sue and Cammy.  We know 

Cammy by Tita’s lovely pastel of her as 

a child, exhibited on our Auditorium 

wall. 

Nancy and Bill McGhee, in Swan-

zey, New Hampshire for the summer 

are due back September 9.  Dorothy 

Brown and Chuck Dell had a two-week visit with 

his children and grandchildren at Lake Nineveh, 

Ludlow, Vermont, then Dorothy took off for a 

wedding in Iowa. Alison and Evelyn Colbert took 

the same flight to the Hamptons as Frances Ko-

larek, the Colberts to visit in Westhampton with a 

college friend, Frances to visit her daughter in 

Southampton. 

 At the same time Kay Cave and Anna Shea 

Elderhosteled to see the Berkshire “cottages,” 

particularly Edith Wharton’s, The Mount, and 

Daniel Chester French’s studio.  Curtis and Lillian 

langford took the Prince George’s Community 

College bus tour to Boston, Newport and 

Vermont.

 Faith Jackson joined Art Longacre and his 

“southern in-law family,” and they drove up 

through Bucks County and along the Delaware, 

to meet Art’s own Pennsylvania Longacre family. 

Art hosted a grand luncheon at the Spinnerstown 
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Tavern.  Nephew Jack Schultz was our guide 

one day, a nostalgic time for Art as we saw the 

houses he lived in, the schools and churches of 

his childhood in lush (even in drought) and beau-

tiful country.  

Faith and Marion Henry skipped down to St. 

Mary’s a time or two, where they both once lived. 

Marion also went down to Durham, North Caro-

lina where she grew up, to attend her 66th high 

school reunion -- it was a blast --and later went 

back and forth to Atlantic Beach. 

Marcia and Ed Behrhad a raucous July 4 

with sons and relations in Crested Butte, Colo- 

rado.  Marcia says the “improvised” pageant 

parade was hilarious, involving water pistols by 

actors and watchers, and the fireworks were 

great. 

Joan Clark vacationed in Provincetown. 

Judith Shaw went to a splendid and surely un-

usual wedding in New York of her great niece, 

lawyer Leah Edmunds to Simon Glick, publisher 

of children’s books.  They were married in the 

Housing Works Used Book Store, in Soho, which 

works withthe  homeless who suffer from AIDS.  

Gifts for the wedding party were used books to 

choose from. 

Noel and Ron McPherson are still in their 

Maine house.  Helen Smith, who used to live in 

Camden, took three cottages at nearby Pitcher 

Pond for 13 all-ages family members.  Robert El-

kin, leaving this temporary editor green with 

envy, went off to Arrowsic Island, Maine, five 

miles from Robinhood, where she grew up.

Finally, Pat Battin reversed vacation travel 

by bringing daughter Laura Geradine, and Pat’s 

grandchildren, Katie, Rosie, and Alice, here from 

Kent, England!  After a great vacation with 

grandmum they’ve gone off to New York and 

Boston, but have to be back home in England on 

August 23rd, no excuse, for Katie to go to school 

and open her “O Level” scores, with her class 

mates.

 Nancie Gonzales arranged a super Alaskan 

trip with her two grandsons, Diego, 14, and 

Nicholas, 11, who live in Guatemala.  Aboard the 

Norwegian Star  they cruised the Inner Passage, 

saw whales and glaciers and panned for gold 

near Skagway.  Got some, too: a few flakes 

apiece.
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 A Party for a Departing Editor

  The entire staff of The Collintonian hosted a 

dinner party for Frances Kolarek last June. Spe-

cial guests were CEO Larry Mabry and Karen 

Cheney.  Mary Ford catered a delicious dinner, 

wine and speeches flowed in equal measure.  

However the jollity barely masked the fact we 

hated to see Frances leave.            F.J.

Ardyce Asire (right) 

cracked Frances up at 

her farewell party.     

(see below).

Helen Gordon, Faith Jackson and Frances Kolarek 
contributed to this article.



Collington has recently welcomed five new 

residents and four staff members.  Lincoln Gor-

den is on Page One.

Pat Pritz, Cottage 1204, from McLean, Vir-

ginia, worked for United Airlines, traveled all over 

the world, and retired one month before 9/11.  

She loves concerts, operas, old Hollywood mov-

ies, and gardening.

Betty (Elizabeth) Joltin, Cottage 4007, 

moved here from Forestburg, New York.  As a 

youngster, Betty lived with her grandparents on a 

stock farm where she learned to ride and cross 

country ski.  In 1970, she retired from teaching 

and traveled about the country, Canada and 

Mexico, in an RV.  At Collington she hopes that 

she will find another resident interested in 

stained glass work, as she has brought her 

equipment with her.

Lee and Debra McKnight, Apartment 370, 

came in July from Morristown, New Jersey, 

where Lee was a member of a technical staff at 

Bell Laboratories.  After retiring, Lee followed an 

interest in local history and worked for the Na-

tional Historical Parks’ automated library and 

catalog.  Debra is a potter.

Our new staff members are busy settling in.  

Angie Layfield is our new Health Services Ad-

ministrator, a position she held at Sandhill Cove 

in Palm City, Florida.  She will be overseeing and 

accountable for health care in the Clinic and the 

Creighton Center.

Bill Diggs joined us in June as Director of 

Environmental Services.  He will oversee house-

keeping, laundry, contract services for pest con-

trol, waste removal and window cleaning. 

Stephanie Dalton, our new Director of Resi-

dent Services, came from Sandhill Cove also, 

where she was Administrator.  She formerly 

served with the Peace Corps in Belize.

Social Worker Belinda Williams, Roger Bar-

nes’s new assistant, has redecorated Judy 

Reilly’s old office and picked a great color for the 

walls. She came from New Orleans where she 

was with Foster Care Advocacy for battered 

women.

Faith Jackson thought her “15 minutes of 

fame” was past when along came a cute young 

intern from Washington Writers Publishing 

House to tape Faith reading from her novel and 

a short story for the WWPH archives in the Li-

brary of Congress.

Two of Peter Wilson’s children received no-

table awards this summer.  Anne B. Wilson, 

Vice-President of the San Diego-based non-

profit agency Community Housing Works, came 

to the Senate Office Building to accept the Char-

les Edson Award on behalf of her agency, for the 

best Urban Metro Project, “Solara,” which builds 

affordable housing.  A week later in California 

“Solara” also received the “Smart Growth and 

Green Development” award from the Urban Land 

Institute for building the first apartment complex 

fully powered by the sun. 
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Peter’s son, Bice C. Wilson, senior partner 

in the New York architectural firm Meridian De-

signers, received the Reader’s Digest award for 

Best Designed Work Place of 2007 in the United 

States.

 Due to illness, Jane Ross Hammer had to 

decline the invitation to represent the United 

States as ambassador to the July World Forum 

of the American Biographical Institute and the In-

ternational Biographical Center, but she is now a 

designated Vice-President of the Recognition 

Board of the World Congress of Arts, Science, 

and Communications.

 Hanging in the stairwell is a quilt on loan 

from Luann and Pete Vaky.  It was made by the 

men and women at the American Embassy in 

Bogota, Colombia, to commemorate the United 

States Bicentennial and was a farewell gift to the 

Vaky’s from the staff.  

Croquet

Ginger Cove 2, Collington 0, our annual shel-

lacking!  This time we held a croquet match on 

our new Lawn with two two-person teams.  

Home players were Chuck Dell, Bill Burleigh, 

Art Longacre, and Jack Yale, (Imperial  

Wicket). Ginger Cove brought Bill Tilley, Fran 

Childs, Bill Raus and Nancy Morgan 

(ImperialWicket). Chuck Dell covered the first 16 

wickets in record time.  

Ginger Cove caught up at wicket 17 and used 

his ball to finish their game.  The winners, who 

have beaten the Naval Academy and St. John’s 

College, stayed for lunch.  We hope to play them 

again in the Fall, and who knows who will win?

 

The Home Groan Table
By Art Longacre

We would not like to try to make a living at 

gardening here with end-of-summer donations a 

bit over $400, about like last year, but still more 

than expenses.  Thank you. 

We eat well: tomatoes, usually the largest 

crop, beans, cantaloupes, beets, blackberries, 

Swiss chard, currants, herbs, endive, lettuce, 

spinach, squash, Jerusalem artichokes! Fall and 

winter crops to come are collards, kale, kohlrabi, 

more lettuce, maybe spinach, and turnips.  

Twenty-six of the 30 Hilltop plots were used 

this year. Brave rabbits still try to sneak in. 

The 16 planter bins near the Greenhouse are 

full.  The very productive long time Hilltop gar-

deners are Dene Filer, Hilda Jay and Elsie 

Seeto.  Art Longacre is now in his 19th year as a 

Collington gardener.  Other stalwarts are Bill 

Burleigh, Dora Halton, the Duttons, Aline 

Grayson, the Healds, Pat King, Curtis Langford, 

Easton Pool, and Jack Yale.  New enthusiasts 

include Peg Cosgrove, Tita de Gavre, David 

Goodkind, Marjorie Hyer and Don Paradis. 

The Greenhouse should be operational this 

year. Apply for space!

•
 

However you view them, as lunatic or as sen-

sible mad scientists, a couple of cuckoos in Lou-

don County, Virginia, in an effort to make money 

on their dwindling farm acreage, have developed 

a new species: YATTLE.  According to an article 

in the Washington Post, this is a cross between 

a YAK and a COW.  Yak meat is richer (fatter) 

than beef, to delight the palate and endanger the 

cholesterol.  Believe it!           F.J.                         
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The Dog Walker of Collington 

Left:  Hunter, a Labrador, belongs to 

Fran Klein.

Right:  The Corgis belong to Ruth 

and Bill Knight.

Above:  The new gazebo 
was added to the Dog 
Park in August.  Now 
owners can sit and chat 
while dogs frolic.      
(Photo by Marion            
Schubauer)

Left: Winston and Britan-
nia belong to Shirley and 
Bill Crowe. 

Right:  Katie, a golden re-
triever, is Warren Unna’s 
dog.

Tory Knudsen, son of artist/resident Shirley 
Knudsen, walks our dogs when it’s sunny and 

when it’s cloudy.  Dogs and owners trust and  
praise him. There is a waiting list for his service.
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