
        

Among the many insights provided by James 

E. Akins, in his September talk, were such inter-

esting ones as these: 

The lives of two 80-year-old princes of the 

Saudi royal family are the only deterrents to the 

choice of a thief and voluptuary, the third prince 

on the list, as the next King of Saudi Arabia.  

This, the speaker believes, would be a world-

level disaster. The current King seems to be little 

more than a breathing vegetable that is kept 

alive by “26 Anglo-Saxon physicians.”

    Akins, former United States ambassador to 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, is also one of this 

country’s outstanding experts in the energy field. 

     Rising through the ranks of the Foreign Serv-

ice, he served in Naples, Paris, Strasbourg, Da-

mascus, Beirut, Kuwait and Baghdad prior to his 

appointment as Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

      His foreign service career, he said, was ter-

minated when he engaged in a confrontation  

with then-Secretary of State Henry Kissinger on 

a policy matter.

      In his talk, Akins summarized the history of 

Saudi Arabia, an entity created in the early 19th 

century by the British from the nomadic tribes of 

the Arabian peninsula. Oil was discovered in

the middle of the 1800's, but was exploited only 

lackadaisically until after WWII, when ARAMCO, 

a U.S. consortium, began to develop the oil

resources intensively.

     Oil income has made the ruling Saudi family 

unimaginably rich, but, with certain exceptions, 
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  Thanks to the efforts of resident Warren 

Unna, Collingtonians are treated every 

month to a talk by a visiting expert.  Their 

fields have varied from American Art to 

Volcanoes. This year, in October, the 

speaker was Collington resident and 

authority on the Middle East, James E. 

Akins.  Fellow-resident Louis Dolbeare 

writes the following report.

James Akins on Saudi Arabia
By Louis Dolbeare

James Akins
Photo by Elsie Seetoo



the royals are fundamentalist in outlook, the 

speaker noted.  Because there are princely liber-

als working for change, some modernization has 

occurred.  The most important development was 

the opening of education to women which came 

about largely at Saudi women's insistence.

      Akins noted drily that the top ten graduates 

were women “every single year.”  This was so 

embarrassing to the male establishment that 

separate lists for women and men are now pre-

pared.

     Saudi Arabia is considered of leading impor-

tance in the Islamic world because Islam's two 

most holy places, Mecca & Medina, are located 

there.  

     The greatest threat Saudi Arabia holds from 

a universal point of view, Akins said, is its birth-

rate which is incredibly high -- 6.21 children born 

per woman (cf. World Affairs Board, 2004).  

There is no program of birth control in place, and 

no jobs for young people. Hence the Kingdom is 

a rich recruiting source for terrorists.

      In his closing words, the speaker empha-

sized one: that Bin Laden had nothing significant 

to do with the Iraq war and two: the United 

States must, out of necessity, have an energy 

plan.

•

Staff Kudos

   Orchids to Rita Chapman, Health Services  

Administrator.  A great many people with sore 

arms are singing her praises after flu shots be-

came available to all residents during the last 

week in October.

     Although the line was long, there were few 

complaints about the wait to get jabbed in the 

arm with that rare and priceless vaccine.

    Rita says she had to bring some pressure to 

bear on the company that regularly provides our  

flu vaccine. It worked. Thank you, Rita! 

•
     Hats off to our marketing staff!  By the end of 

the year all the cottages in the 5000 and 5100 

clusters will be occupied.  To our new neighbors, 

a warm welcome.

•
     With blustery days in the offing, residents of 

the 3000 and 4000 clusters owe thanks to 

George Ferguson, head of our maintenance de-

partment, for replacing the automatic door open-

ers at the side door of the apartment building.    

Without automatic openers, scooter riders can-

not avail themselves of this warm route to the 

dining room or the clinic.

       Now, when cold winds are sweeping down 

“Broadway,” cottage residents who use scooters  

can enter the apartment building through the 

doors to the little lobby off apartment 148.  
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Planning Ahead
by Sheila Hollies 

Technically, Agnes Hatfield retired eighteen 

years ago. In actual fact, however, she simply 

moved on from one career to another. She 

ceased being a Professor of Human Develop-

ment at the University of Maryland and became  

instead an advocate for ensuring optimal long-

term care for the mentally ill.

Most parents of a mentally-ill child work con-

scientiously to meet the needs of that child.  At a 

time when they are beginning to have more rea-

son for concern with their own health, however, 

trying to cope also with what the future holds for 

their afflicted child following their death can be 

overwhelming.  Apparently the issues surround-

ing this eventuality had slipped through the 

cracks of the various relevant agencies. Herself 

the mother of such a child, Agnes has found a 

way to combine her professional talents with her 

parenting knowledge to rectify this omission.

Agnes was one of the founders of the Na-

tional Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAM) in 1979, 

with Maryland becoming an affiliate soon after.   

Maryland’s Older Caregiver Project is one of its  

more recent undertakings. Agnes started it by 

surveying older parents about their special 

needs and concerns.

On the basis of the results of this survey, Ag-

nes developed a series of workshops to address 

the various issues.  The meetings are co-chaired 

by an attorney and funded by the Maryland Men-

tal Hygiene Administration; they are run by and 

for the parents themselves, with input from pro-

fessionals as needed.

A recent issue of Psychiatric News noted that 

Maryland’s Older Caregiver Project highlights 

several important goals through its workshops.

1.  General.  The parents should name an ad-

vocate to act in loco parentis following their  

deaths.  This person should be prepared to pro-

vide overall supervision of the care provided to 

the child.

2.  Emotional.  The child needs to be re-

minded that the parents will not always be on 

hand but that others will be available to help.  

Any siblings must also give this some thought, 

as they may well be the ones on whom the re-

sponsibility will devolve.

3.   Financial.  It may be advisable to set up  

a special needs trust, making sure that this is 

done in a way that will avoid adverse effects on 

any government support being provided.

4.  Practical.  A list should be made of all the 

activities of daily living, so that a determination 

may be made of which are currently handled in-

dependently, which need assistance, and who  

should provide this assistance in the future.   

Families should learn about the kinds of help 

available through the various social service  

agencies in their areas.

Agnes points out that the most egregious er-

ror on the part of parents is that of procrastina-

tion.  They should remember that any plan devel-

ops in a series of steps. 

 Thanks to the efforts of people like Agnes 

Hatfield, help is available. If you will forgive the 

pun, our hats are off to her!
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Meals-on-Wheels
By Louis Dolbeare

The success of the Meals-on-Wheels pro-

gram -- which provides a hot meal a day to those  

who need one but can’t prepare it themselves 

and are able to pay $18.75 per week  --  de-

pends on the volunteer services of those who  

dispense the meals prepared in the kitchens of 

the Prince George’s Hospital Center.

Teams of two -- a driver who chauffeurs his 

own car and a jumper who takes the food from 

the car to the consumer -- deliver the meals to  

clients’ homes. Jumpers are not required to actu-

ally jump, but are expected to be reasonably 

nimble in getting from vehicle to doorstep.   

Two such volunteers are Collington residents 

Sheila Hollies and Louis Dolbeare who find that  

their stint on a weekday morning, once every two  

weeks, leaves them plenty of time for other inter-

ests.

It is a bit of a challenge to drive a route with 

an average of about ten stops.  Although driving  

directions are provided, there are often last-min-

ute changes. It is not always certain if a new cli-

ent has been added, or an old one subtracted, 

and without a test run to check directions, a bit of 

zest is added to the usually placid automotive 

search-and-find.  Traffic along the route is rarely 

a problem.

This team has been working the same route 

since January, and can remember that things  

did not go strictly according to printed directions 

on occasion.

Then there is the hovering fear that meals  

will run short, or be left over. On one day when a 

meal was wanting, and without a cell phone to  

call the Distribution Center, the jumper was 

saved by the client who didn’t need her meal that 

day.

Completing the appointed rounds while carry-

ing on an interesting conversation adds a chal-

lenge. It assumes that the driver and jumper are 

in accord that the need to verify a turn may not 

interrupt the flow of conversation about a best 

seller.  And our team has learned a lot about the 

variety of residents who live in our County.   

Meals-on-Wheels is a non-profit corporation; 

the local group dates from 1975.  

•
Try Your Hand with a Cue

 Collington’s new pool table comes to us 

courtesy of the Woodshop and the Hilltop Gar-

dens. Curtis Langford, a member of the Wood-

shop, agreed to shop for a suitable pool table 

and after consulting local retailers, found a good 

buy and invited Bill Burleigh and George Dank-

ers to have a look at his choice.

It  was a deal.  The Hilltop Garden contrib-

uted $500 to the cost, and the Woodshop picked  

up the difference.  The total cost ran a little under 

$2,000 for the table and equipment -- cues, balls, 

etc.

Curtis also addressed the problem of lighting 

above the table, making sure that it conforms to 

standards. A group of students of the fine art of  

addressing a ball with a cue and shooting it into 

a pocket are learning the skill from George and 

Bill.   

 If you have not yet expressed an interest but 

would like to learn how to play, let George Dank-

ers or Bill Burleigh know.                  F.K.
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Our Cosmopolitan Dogs
By Catherine Hudson

It is no secret that our residents are cos-

mopolites who have served our country in diplo-

matic posts abroad or have traveled the world- 

over for pleasure. But our dogs? Yes, unsurpris-

ingly, we have an international collection of ca-

nines.

Take Snow -- a Finnish Spitz, a small white 

dogs who is far too small to be called a 

Suomenpystykorva, the Finnish name for his  

breed.  Snow belongs to Lenore Kinkle who lets 

me take him for his 

morning walk each 

day. He is lively, 

curious, loyal and 

a good watchdog 

who barks only 

when necessary.  

Snow has a self-

cleaning coat (as 

do most Arctic  

dogs) and is al-

ways beautifully groomed, with his large curly tail 

furled over his back.

Then there is the Italian Greyhound currently 

living with Flo Marion. She belongs to Flo’s  

daughter, Karen, the owner of five greyhounds, 

two standard and three Italian “miniatures.”  

Rosie, the guest Piccolo Levriero Italiano in 

Apartment 141, is about 12 inches tall, and is the 

smallest of Karen’s pack. Rosie conforms to 

type; she is thin and fragile, and is enjoying the 

status of “only child,” while her other four com-

panions travel across the country with Karen  

who is presently in Oregon.

Trudy, a Keeshond, belongs to Barbara Hall 

who chose the breed because there is Dutch an-

cestry in her own background, and owning a 

Dutch dog seemed to fit the picture. Dog books 

call this breed “loyal, sometimes boisterous, and 

generally easily trained.”

Barbara first saw a Keeshond when she was  

living in New York and then and there decided 

she would one day own one.  Forty years later, 

she got Casey, who came to Collington with her 

mistress. Barbara says she never really was in  

charge of Casey, she merely “negotiated with 

her.”  Trudy, however, has a totally different per-

sonality with laughing 

eyes, and while playful 

and affectionate, she 

has good manners. She 

is deeply devoted to Bar-

bara.

And now, we take 

you South of the Border.   

You rarely see a black  

and tan long-coat Chi-

huahua who waddles.  

But Gloria Ericson says her three-year old Jade 

has a distinct waddle which sets him apart from 

most other dogs at Collington. In addition to be-

ing the canine kingdom’s small breed, chihua-

huas are very social animals. Jade conforms.   

He is companionable and so small he is dwarfed 

by his friend Chowder, the Himalayan sealpoint 

cat Gloria bought to keep Jade company.  The 

two get along well, so much so that sometimes 

Gloria happens upon Chowder grooming Jade -- 

an interesting turn of events in the dog-and-cat 

world.
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R&E -- Good Riddance
By Frances Kolarek

 An almost-audible sigh of relief that Renova-

tion and Expansion are in the past arises from 

the 2004 Annual Reports of Residents Associa-

tion Activities Committees.   

The Creative Arts committee under Florence 

Marion, has a handsome, brand new home on  

the third floor, complete with showcases where 

arts and crafts items can be displayed for sale.    

A pottery class under the auspices of the Com-

munity College will soon be inaugurated.

Curtis Langford, chairman of the Hilltop Gar-

den, says that the new location of our “groaning 

board” to display produce from the garden has 

resulted in increased accessibility to all resi-

dents, including those in wheelchairs and scoot-

ers, and donations have been generous.

 Moving into its new quarters and installing 

the organ kept members of the Interfaith Chapel 

Committee on their toes, and Chair Mary Ellen  

Hines reports that “with the help of the Residents  

Association we were able to get curtains for the 

windows.”

And the Library finally moved into its new  

quarters which now include a special glass-

fronted bookcase to house works by Collington 

authors. A roomy set of shelves is designated for 

minutes of meetings of the Residents Associa-

tion, its committees and the Collington Board.  

The move in to the new space, Elisabeth Martin 

and Marcia Behr, co-chairs say, is still a work-in-

progress.

Music Committee co-chairs Carol Kempske 

and Lillian DeHart are pleased to have the audi-

torium back in service, resulting in increased at-

tendance at the concerts.   

The Hospitality Committee, under then-chair-

man Edna Lingreen, threw “a very special party 

to recognize and honor all the staff who had  

been so helpful during the period of renovation 

and expansion.”  It was a huge success with  

both staff and residents. 

 It’s time to join Sally Listro in a “Hallelujah.”

•
The Courtyard Fountain

By Sally Bucklee

Sitting in a sunny courtyard in Napa Valley 

with a splendid view of Mount Saint Helens, a 

Collington resident enjoyed the pleasing sound 

of water bubbling in the lion fountain near him. 

He recalled his paternal grandfather sitting near 

the fountain in San Francisco’s Union Square to 

relax and watch the pigeons.  And he (Colling-

ton’s policy is not to identify residents who make 

such gifts) wondered if such an addition would 

attract more people to relax in the Collington 

Courtyard. 

On his return, he began searching for a place 

where he might purchase something similar.   

Near Route 301 he found a stone yard that gave 

him a catalogue of statuary he could order. And 

there he discovered the “Classic Lion Fountain!”  

made in the midwest. The handsome structure 

now graces the center of the Courtyard in the  

hope that it will add to residents’ enjoyment of a  

lovely place. Many thanks!! 
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Welcome to Geekdom
By Gloria Ericson

So your daughter bought you that lovely new 

computer; even took it out of the box, set it up --

and then left!  As you stand there 

contemplating the square un-

blinking eye of its monitor you 

suddenly feel like a new mother  

left alone with her baby for the 

first time, and realizing in rising 

panic that she doesn’t have a 

clue as to what to do.

Or -- different scenario: you’ve 

had your computer for some time, have bumbled 

or sailed successfully through various crises and 

are feeling your oats computer-wise but there’s 

that new digital camera and it sure would be 

good to get some instruction from an expert as to 

how to use your computer to store, enhance, re-

trieve and print your photos.

Well, Neophyte and Old Timer, you’re both in 

luck because you live at Collington and so does 

Al Folop, Super Geek. (“Geek” originally had a 

somewhat negative connotation, but has since 

morphed into a word used in admiration and af-

fection). Al, out of the goodness of his heart, has 

agreed to share his extensive computer knowl-

edge with residents at Friday afternoon sessions 

in the Auditorium. And he has accumulated an 

ever-increasing band of groupies who assemble 

every week to receive words of wisdom from 

their favorite guru.

The sessions are informal and non-linear -- 

that is, they don’t progress in strict sequence 

from easy to difficult. Al conducts his classes as 

a one-room school teacher might: sometimes 

concentrating on the eighth-graders and other 

times on the first graders. But what I find inter-

esting is that, even in the most basic classes, I 

hear lots of Aha Moments exploding all around 

me from even the most advanced students:  

     Aha! So that’s how you do 

that!

Al says that in 1975 he got 

one of the first computers on 

the market --  which had to be 

assembled from a kit.  And, he 

says, he has upgraded ever 

since. He came to Collington 

in 1988 -- one of the very first 

residents. In 1999, when he heard that former di-

rector Gail Kohn was interested in setting up 

some sort of program to help residents with their 

computers, he started his classes.

Al’s interest in computers is only surpassed 

by his love of music. His initial musical interest 

was in 17th century stringed instruments -- for 

which there was not much music available.  So 

he started copying what music there was. He 

wrote his own computer program to allow him to 

enter music from 17th century handwritten 

manuscripts (available through microfilms), into 

the computer and print them out in modern nota-

tion.

So, although most people might think 17th 

century music and modern computers are such 

disparate subjects that they wouldn’t have much 

in common, Al Folop has managed to arrange a 

very successful marriage of the two.

      My advice? Try Al’s Friday sessions.  

You’re bound to find them informative, if not 

positively addictive.
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The Washington Map Society recently hon-

ored longtime Collington resident Dr. Walter Ris-

tow at its 25th Anniversary Banquet at the World 

Bank Headquarters in Washington. Dr. Ristow 

co-founded the Society shortly after retiring from 

his position as Chief of the Geography and Map 

Division of the Library of Congress. Guests at 

the banquet gave Walter a standing ovation.   
�

Marion Henry returned from a week in New 

York to find she had three voice mail messages 

intended for Joe Yager. Since they had all been 

recorded by Margaret Martin, Marion warned 

Margaret that Joe hadn’t gotten her messages.   

A quick look at the phone book cleared up the 

mystery: Joe’s cottage number --5109 -- is the 

same as Marion’s telephone extension. Let the 

dialer beware.

�

 Mildred Marcy’s handsome patchwork quilt  

presently hanging in the Grand Staircase is only 

one of a great many quilts she has pieced on the 

sewing machine and hand quilted.  We marvel  

at the skill and the patience that went into this 

handsome example of her handiwork. Mildred 

admits to being dedicated to the art and adds:  

“I’ve got a deformed thumb to prove it.” Hope 

we can see more examples of her work.

�

    

     Congratulations to our Marketing staff.  The 

last four empty cottages in the 5000 cluster are 

scheduled for occupancy some time before the  

New Year.

�

     Our best wishes go with our longtime Medi-

cal Director, Dr. Jeff Kelman. And we extend a 

warm welcome to Dr. William F. DuBoyce who 

will follow him in the job. Dr. Duboyce is well 

known on campus to many of us. Jeff Kelman 

made an appreciable contribution to a recent 

book about John F. Kennedy through his ap-

praisal of the late president’s health problems.

�

Ask and it shall be given. Last month we 

pointed out the need for a one-way sign at the 

Clocktower circle and it has been installed!   

There is also a stop sign at the exit. Folks! Now 

pay some attention now to these new signs.

 �

advertisement advertisement advertisement

The OP Shop’s card and clothing sale re-

cently held in the Clocktower netted a tidy sum,  

as to be expected.  Among the Shop’s eclectic 

inventory are brand new objects which would 

make fine gifts, some choice pieces of furniture, 

and more other stuff than you could list in a zil-

lion pages.

 8                Collingtonian           November 2004

Helen Gordon’s Goings On 



The Annual Fellowship Fund Banquet re-

turned this year to its traditional venue, the audi-

torium, with some hundred guests, dressed in 

handsome regalia, present. This year the eve-

ning was organized by Frances Kolarek as chair-

man of the Collington Foundation.  

The flowers on each table were arranged by 

Penny Vickery.   

Michele Wells, our Dining Services director, 

along with her staff of chefs and servers, took a 

bow at the conclusion of the dinner and enjoyed 

the applause of the guests.  
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Fellowship Fund Banquet
By Helen Gordon

Al and Marie Schiavone enjoy a pre-dinner drink 
with Carson Piercy

Harriet Mills and Dorothy Brown, of the 1000 
cluster, enjoy a glass of wine.

 Ahoy, Sailors!

What would we do without the annual 

Collington Lake regatta? It is better than going  

to the races because we know the skippers of 

the five sailboats. In the most recent regatta, 

which was handicapped by the absence of light 

airs, first across the finish line was Charles 

Trammell’s boat. Ruth Coale-Turner handled 

the arrangements and Bill Burleigh, Franklin 

Newhall and Bob Browning all contributed to 

the event. It was a great day for cheering, eat-

ing, visiting and enjoying the fresh air and 

beautiful setting.

Krumrein Photographs

   The Library Corridor is now hung with a col-

lection of sensitive photographs taken in Italy 

by our fitness instructor, Ann Krumrein, who is  

also a professional photographer.

    She uses a digital camera and has her own 

dark room where she develops and prints her 

black and white work.

     A member of the Bowie Crofton Camera 

Club, she currently serves as vice-president of 

programs for that organization. 

      This group of photos is worth a leisurely  

look.



Christmas Party!

Penny Vickery has thrown some truly block-

buster Christmas parties over the years. One 

had a medieval setting; another remembered  

the colonial era, and recently, with Katherine 

Kendall, a United Nations event brought out col-

orful costumes from countries all over the world  

and celebrated the diversity of our staff.

This year Penny and Katherine are cooking  

up a celebration based on “The Greatest Gen-

eration,” of Tom Brokaw fame. That’s us!

The theme is World War II and posters of  

the era will decorate the auditorium. We will  

hear the music of that period  -- The Andrews 

Sisters, among others -- and uniforms will be 

taken out of mothballs and tried on. 

If past parties are anything to go by, this one  

will be a lollapalooza.

•
Barbara Hall 

Wins Vice Presidency

In the only contested race this October, Barb- 

ara Hall was elected to fill the position of first 

vice president of the Residents Association.

Cynthia Parker agreed to take on the job of  

second vice president. She was unopposed.  

Cynthia’s job involves overseeing and coordi-

nating the work of the Activities Committees of 

the Residents Association.

The responsibilities of the first vice president 

lie in coordinating the efforts of the Operating 

Committees -- Health, Fiscal Review, Dining, En-

vironmental Services and Marketing, a new  

committee voted into existence at the October 

annual meeting.

Before retirement, Barbara taught at the Vir-

ginia Theological Seminary where she was a col-

league of Murray Newman.   

Cynthia has been a lifelong teacher and con-

tinues to teach English to those for whom it is a 

foreign language.

Barbara is an advocate of her fellow-resi-

dents whom she considers the heart and soul of  

Collington. Her conviction that Collington “is and 

can be a superb life care community” is based 

on the residents. She believes that “we are a 

fantastic collection of diverse, talented, experi-

enced and creative people. . . with shared inter-

ests. . . I think we can do anything,” she says.

Is that a challenge to us, or what?

•

MaCCRA Meeting

The Collington Chapter of the Maryland Con-

tinuing Care Residents Association (MaCCRA),  

held its annual meeting on October 12 featuring 

as guest speaker the organization’s former presi-

dent, Red Waldron.

  At the meeting Bud Dutton was elected 

President, Eileen Henderson, Treasurer and 

Margaret Martin, Secretary. About 50 Collingtoni-

ans are members and the new officers hope to 

sign up more before MaCCRA’s Annual General 

Meeting in Baltimore at the Charles-town retire-

ment community this month.

Among MaCCRA’s priorities are the estab-

lishment of an advisory committee for the De-

partment of the Aging and establishing a manda-

tory percentage of Board members who must be 

residents.                                      H.G.
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Chasing Crickets
By Faith Jackson

 

You remember what it says in Ecclesiastes:  

“To every thing there is a season, 

and a time to every purpose under 

Heaven....?” All right, so maybe the 

writers were not mindful of cricket 

season.  

With bright sassy chirping which 

can be heard in all of our cottages, 

crickets play hide and seek, daring 

you to find them. You’d  better, be-

cause those dear little residents of the hearth, 

said to bring luck and cheer to your household in 

medieval times, have the ability to munch your 

woolens until they attain a chic appearance of 

Swiss cheese.          

Every fall as the weather chills the invasion 

begins, seemingly one or two at a time. Their 

voice is remarkably clear and familiar. Sprays 

are not effective; best weapon’s a fly swatter, or 

a dish towel, or a shoe.  Show no mercy; they 

are more destructive than the deer who gobbled 

all of Collington’s hostas this summer.

So I suggest that until a few good frosts re-

lieve the problem you may consider forgoing, 

temporarily, your Water Aerobics, Line Dancing, 

Body Recall or Tai Chi; you will have plenty of 

exercise, never at the most convenient time.  Be 

vigilant, especially when stepping out of the 

shower and reaching for a towel and you spot a 

little sweetheart over near the sink. It is no com-

fort to know that any self respecting cricket can 

out-run, out-jump, out-maneuver, any self-re-

specting human. As you figure your game plan, 

give thanks to having drawn the evening curtain, 

before, half wet, you spring forth: Whap! Whap! 

The darn critter went under the bed. Or chair. Or 

couch. If you are in the kitchen when you hear 

the  loud taunting chirp of your adversary, pro-

ceed with caution towards the sound. Whap! 

Darn! You chase him all 

around the room at a speed 

that surprises you. Try not to 

fall on your face. It is demean-

ing. With time, I promise you, 

necessity will make you much 

more agile and clever. I guar-

antee you will have success.  

Pride will swell your bosom. Big Me took care of 

those small beings, by gum. When you give up 

this routine for another year and return to exer-

cise classes, your friends will remark on how 

wonderfully fit you are.

•
Flakes-Mack Nuptials

By Ardyce Asire

The Collington Interfaith Chapel was the set-

ting for the wedding of Josephine Flakes and 

Thurman Mack, a Collington chef. Josephine re-

cently held a position here as a server.   

One of Josephine’s grandsons, a young  man 

of some seven years, gave his grandmother 

away. Tyrone Batts served as best man and Wil-

lie Chapmon was an usher. Both are one-time 

Collington staff members.

An elaborate ice sculpture by Paul Virachitte-

vin, formerly head chef at Collington, decorated 

the auditorium where the reception was held.

The affair was catered by Michele Wells, Di-

rector of Dining Services.

Our best wishes and congratulations to the 

bride and groom.
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The passing scene: If it was weapons of 

mass destruction they were looking for, how 

could they not notice some of those drivers on 

the Washington Beltway? . . . Dania Iams needs 

a second refrigerator.  The door on hers is so  

covered with photos of grandchildren, etc., 

there’s no room for urgent reminders. . .  Colling-

ton driver Juanita Hargraves isn’t sure how many 

hats she owns (over 50), or maybe she won’t tell, 

but regular riders can figure. . .  The gardeners’ 

“Home Groan” table, with impressive seasonal 

displays of horticultural pride, is well patronized.  

Just leave some change when you pick up those 

Jerusalem artichokes, etc. . .  Hope you didn’t 

forget to let your clocks “fall back” an hour last  

Sunday.

•
The weekly Sing-a-Long in the Arbor goes on 

but it misses the regular command performances 

of “Amazing Grace” by the late Jamesetta Jones 

on the mike. She was great.

•
Modern Iraq now covers the area once  

known as Mesopotamia. English speakers may 

wish that the old name still applied.   . . .If that 

really is the site of the Garden of Eden, as some 

have claimed, it is where Cain slew his brother  

in a fit of frustration, but faded away because he 

didn’t know what to do next.

•
Our new pool table seems underused just 

now. Are we remembering  the admonitions of 

“The Music Man,” too much?  Take some les-

sons from George Dankers or Bill Burleigh.   

Maybe you could become another Minnesota  

Fats, or a Jackie Gleason.  

•
With the price of gasoline approaching that of  

some other popular distillations, why are so 

many of our parked vehicles left with motors  

idling for so many minutes?

•
According to Herb Gordon, the term “Roe V. 

Wade” was first coined by George Washington 

on the bank of the Delaware. 

                         •
Memorable Mots

Power tends to corrupt. Absolute power tends 

to corrupt absolutely.

Kick up a rumpus, but don’t lose the com-

pass.

There are two things you don’t want to see 

being made: sausage and legislation.

Don’t tread on me.

There’ll always be an  _________.

•
Did you know that we have an Austrian  

countess in our midst? She’s our own Maria 

Colvin, and as we already have seen, she paints,  

too.  And our late departed neighbor, Duane 

Cherry, was a cop who had risen through the 

ranks?

•
Warren Unna, a regular reader of the New 

York Times in our Library, complained in a 

posted note that someone took the only copy 

away. Soon appeared the posted mea culpa, “I 

did it only one time.” It could happen only with 

the Times.

Also .  . .
                    By  Layne  Beaty
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