
 

   

 It was a festive evening with dinner jackets 

and evening dresses in the majority. Present 

were a number of Board members, and 

representing staff were Sheila Singletary, Direc-

tor of Nursing, with her handsome escort, and 

Karen Cheney, Office Manager.

The cocktail hour was growing in size and 

decibel level when guests were invited to take 

their places at the tables in the Auditorium.

     

    Lowrie Piercy, President of the Collington 

Foundation which sponsored the banquet, 

greeted the sellout crowd and thanked those 

who had worked to make it a success -- Carol 

Kempske who arranged for the entertainment,   

Kevin Knauff whose dining services outdid 

themselves, Kay Cave who created the flower 

arrangements and Karen Cheney.  

 Then he introduced Executive Director Larry 

Mabry. Larry waited until almost the end of his 

talk before springing on his audience the news 

that a whopping $84,300 fund for Collington’s 

enhancement had been raised and would be 

administered by Collington’s Board of Directors.

    “I believe in Collington,” Larry said as he took 

the lectern. “I believe in the Collington experi-

ence and have grown to love and care for it as if 

I had been here in excess of my seven months,” 

he continued.

     His recurrent theme was “charting a new 

financial future for Collington.” He was 

“especially delighted to announce that the senior 

staff and the members of [our] Board of 

Directors have participated 100 percent in 
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“I believe in Collington,” Larry Mabry said 
when announcing a new fund to be 
dedicated to Collington’s enhancement.
                                 Photo by Elsie Seetoo

Charting a New Financial Future for Collington
With an $84,000 Fund, for Starters



contributing toward a new future.”

The Reverend Larry Harris, President of our 

Board of Directors and the Rector of St. Barn-

abas’ Church, arrived a little late, having partici-

pated in a wedding rehearsal. He spoke briefly in 

response to Larry Mabry’s talk, praising the ini-

tiative that had raised such an impressive sum in 

such a short time and echoing the Board’s re-

sponsibility for stewardship.

“Stewardship remains at the forefront of our 

efforts here,” Mabry had said. “And this encom-

passes not only monetary funds, but our infra-

structure, our entire environment.”

Committing himself and the Board to effective 

management of the resources entrusted to their 

care, he emphasized that good stewardship re-

mains at the forefront of their efforts.  

 “We are charting a new financial future for 

Collington,” he concluded to applause.

Where three leading members of a commu-

nity are named Larry Harris, Larry Mabry and 

Lowrie Piercy, a little confusion is bound to 

arise. References to Lowrie P. or Larry M. are  

often overheard.

While dessert was being served, Mark Hanak 

who sings, dances and tells funny stories, took 

the floor to bring abundant laughter to conclude 

the evening.

A list of contributors to the new fundraising 

program was distributed. It included the names 

of residents, staff, and organizations with whom 

Collington does business, noting that additional 

contributions to this tax-deductible enhance-

ment fund are welcome. Direct them to Karen 

Cheney in Administration.
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Lowrie P. introduces Larry M.

A Few of the Guests

Paulette Mabry

Marty Blasier, Shirley Crowe 
and Warren Unna
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California-born Elsie Chin went with her par-

ents to live in China when she was 12 years old.  

On Pearl Harbor Day, she found herself in Hong 

Kong completing her training as an R.N.  

After the fall of Hong Kong to the Japanese, 

she went inland, joined the Chinese Red Cross 

Medical Relief Corps in Kweiyang, serving as a 

nursing instructor while training at the U.S. Army 

Infantry Training Center. Since she was bilingual 

Elsie was also recruited to cover two wards of 

sick Chinese Army soldiers for several weeks.  

In 1944 Elsie was commissioned in the U. S. 

Army Nurse Corps and continued to serve in 

China. She ended her military career upon re-

turning to the United States in 1946. Shortly 

thereafter she enrolled in the Women’s College 

of the University of North Carolina, Greensboro, 

where she graduated in 1948.  

 She married Joseph Yeun and had four chil-

dren. After she was widowed, she enjoyed a 

successful career at the Naval Medical Center 

and NIH. In 1982, she married Ben Seetoo 

whom she brought to live in Collington in 1998.

Iladene Filer is the veteran of 20 “wonderful” 

years’ service in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps, 

which she joined when her younger brother was 

drafted at the end of the Korean War. She was 

teaching at Seattle University in Washington at 

the time and accepted the Captain’s Commission 

she was offered, expecting to serve for only one 

year.

Among her main assignments, she devel-

oped and became the first Director of a School of 

Nursing at the University of Maryland Walter 

Reed Campus.

She was Chief Nurse at two large general 

hospitals.

And her final assignment was in the Surgeon 

General’s Office, where she was responsible for 

the education, career development and assign-

ment of Army Nurses. 

During her tenure she served overseas in Ko-

rea, Japan and Germany. She retired in 1972 as 

a full Colonel.
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Veterans  

 Collington veterans are invited to a luncheon on 

November 9 in the Auditorium to observe Veterans Day.   

The Reverend Larry Harris, Rector of St. Barnabas’ 

Church and Chairman of Collington’s Board of Direc-
tors, will convene the luncheon with prayer.

Iladene Filer, Colonel, U. S. Army Nurse Corps, Ret., 

and a past resident member of the Board, will serve as 

hostess.

Carol Kempske of the Music Committee will provide 

   accompaniment for traditional Armed Services songs.    

 K.C. Shabazz of the Activities staff has organized the affair and promises 

the participation of units from Andrews Air Force Base and the R.O.T.C.

Elsie Chin, Lieut., U.S.  
Army Nurse Corps in 
Chengtu, China, 1945

Iladene Filer, Colonel, 
U.S. Army Nurse
Corps, Ret., in 1972



The Security job at Collington could have 

been designed with Thomas Lorenzo Jones in 

mind.

Lorenzo was one of nine siblings who grew 

up together in Calvert County. His father was a 

construction worker and farmer. It’s not surpris-

ing that Lorenzo went into construction after high 

school. When the company he worked for went 

bankrupt, he got a job as a guard at General 

Services Administration. Associating with two 

great uncles, he began to realize how much he 

liked working with people, especially older folk.

He now lives in Greenbelt with his youngest 

son who is still in school. His three older sons 

are married and have their own homes, and he 

has seven grandchildren.

Lorenzo joined our staff less than a year after 

Collington opened and has seen many changes.  

It would be five years before computers were in-

stalled and another two before surveillance cam-

eras were in place.

As Day Shift Supervisor he tells staff to live 

by our rules or look elsewhere. He trains new 

employees and imbues them with his own phi-

losophy. “You must talk clearly, since many resi-

dents have hearing problems.” Or “Make eye 

contact with the person you are talking to, which 

facilitates understanding and respect on both 

sides.” “Some people may be confused or lost.  

Offer them assistance.” And most important of  

all: “You must listen, listen, and listen some 

more.”

We all fervently hope Lorenzo will be working  

with us for many years to come. Sheila Hollies

The evening shift holds no promise of re-

duced activity. Kendall Brown, leader of the 4 

p.m. to midnight shift, might say: “Just the oppo-

site.”  

Staff has gone home, leaving Security to 

cope with requests for electric heaters when a 

unit loses its heat, or for CPR when a resident is 

having a heart attack. Kendall has handled both.   

No matter what the crisis, at night it lands in the 

lap of Security.

Born in Richmond, Virginia, the youngest of 

three, Kendall began to visit Maryland when his 

sister married and moved to Prince George’s 

County. He found the area offered wider job op-

portunities and he came to work for Collington’s 

Security staff in 1989. On-the-job training served 

him well.

Nighttime security is an important part of the 

job, and the staff can be seen policing our cam-

pus roads in their car with a flashing light at all 

hours.

Kendall is a gentle, soft-spoken man who 

seems never to lose his cool and is endlessly ac-

commodating to residents who ask for his help.  

He owns a home in Pikesville, having found 

Prince George’s County “too expensive for me,”  

and commutes 20 miles each way. He has a 

daughter nine years old.  

His tastes run to Italian food, “good contem-

porary jazz, like George Benson,” and if he had 

his druthers, a Bentley. He would like to have his 

own business, buying and restoring homes for 

resale.

Now, though, he is happy to be working here 

with us at Collington.                                    F.K.      

Lorenzo Jones           Security         Kendall Brown
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Channel 25 -- New, Improved
  -- and Still Improving 

By Anne Stone

Do you ever turn your TV “dial” to Channel 

25? What’s that you say? You can’t remember 

when you last did so -- probably years ago? 

Well, in case you haven’t heard, about six 

months ago Channel 25 got a whole new look. 

Color and a variety of typestyles and images 

have made it more interesting to look at and eas-

ier to read.Good music -- usually, although not 

always, classical -- accompanies the pictures 

and is changed nearly every day (right here I 

must make full disclosure: I [Anne Stone] am 

now responsible for all the content on Channel 

25 except for the movies, videos, and live broad-

casts of meetings and such).

The system that Channel 25 now uses is 

“TouchtownTV,” a commercial Internet system 

that was designed specifically for retirement 

communities. Because the visual elements are 

based on the Internet, I can do the work on my 

computer at home at any hour.

After you’ve checked it out, I hope that you 

will agree that from the visual and aural angles, 

the new Channel 25 is a great improvement over 

the old one, as well as a handy source of useful 

information. The menu, the day’s schedule, and 

upcoming events are shown routinely.

Moreover, the technology allows schedule 

changes to be posted quickly on Channel 25. In 

most cases, notice of cancellations or other al-

terations in the schedules listed in the Courier 

will appear on Channel 25 almost immediately 

after the staff knows about them. So I suggest 

that you make a habit of looking at Channel 25 

before you go forth to your day’s activities. And if 

everybody at Collington checked Channel 25 fre-

quently during the day, the staff could feel confi-

dent that urgent information posted thereon 

would reach most of us in a timely way.

The appearance of Channel 25, much im-

proved though it is, can stand even more im-

provement, so it remains a work-in-progress. 

The TouchtownTV company will soon release a 

much larger selection of images and back-

grounds to increase variety. I myself am still 

learning how to take better advantage of the sys-

tem while keeping in mind that, while aesthetics 

are important, clarity and legibility must be given 

priority.

I am interested in feedback and suggestions 

from my fellow Collingtonians. Give me a call on 

7282 or leave a note in my box, 2201.

  

November 2006     The Collingtonian 5

Annapolis Mall 

Trip

Friday, Nov. 3

Editor’s Note: How often have YOU 

searched in vain for the latest Courier, un-

sure  if your meeting was at 2 or 2:30? Or 

where it would be held?

  Try Channel 25, instead. You will also find 

the date, time and temperature range at the 

bottom of the screen. 



  

Anticipating a lively political campaign in 

Maryland this year, Chuck Dell took steps to see 

that Collington would be involved. He pulled to-

gether a half-dozen residents known to be politi-

cal enthusiasts -- Bud Dutton, Bob Elkin, Jack 

Yale, Rita Newnham and myself -- and formed 

an ad hoc committee to lead the way.

In the course of a little over a month, ten po-

litical candidates came to Collington to give their 

views of the major issues of 2006 and, if elected, 

how they would deal with them. Although there 

was no way to bring all office-seekers here, we 

did manage to assemble a good cross section of 

them. Candidates for Lieutenant Governor, 

County Executive and the Maryland Senate and 

House of Delegates were among the speakers.

Just as we concluded that we had done all 

that we could in the pre-primary period, Caryl 

Marsh approached the committee with great en-

thusiasm about an emerging three-way contest 

for the U.S. House of Representatives that we 

should invite to speak.

    Caryl agreed to take the lead, and within a 

few days three Democratic candidates -- Al  

Wynn (incumbent), Donna Edwards and Mike 

McDermott -- were at Collington furiously debat-

ing who could best represent us in Congress. 

We were later to learn that the contest between 

Wynn and Edwards was so close that the winner 

was not determined until many days after the pri-

mary election.  

The Committee felt rewarded for its efforts by 

the large number of residents that attended each 

of our political meetings, the thoughtful questions 

raised and the lively discussions that continued 

among informal groups of residents around the 

campus.

Last among the speakers was Kristen Cox, 

Republican candidate for Lieutenant Governor of 

Maryland. Because she is legally blind, her can-

didacy has attracted particular attention. The 

handicapped have been the focus of her interest 

in public life.

Election Results

  The new face among the officers we 

chose to lead the Residents Association 

in the coming year is that of Nancie 

Gonzalez, who will serve as Second 

Vice President.

  From left are Sid Sober, President; 

Nancie; Suzanne Embree, Secretary, and 

Miriam Tepfer, First Vice President. 

Treasurer Louise Huddleston was away.

Residents Hear Candidates for 2006 Election
By Agnes Hatfield
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Jeremy Jackson, world-acclaimed oceanog-

rapher and our own Faith Jackson’s son, painted 

a truly horrific picture of the state of the earth’s 

oceans in a talk before an overcrowded Audito-

rium last month.

An ocean floor scraped bare of its once abun-

dant flora and fauna, enormous “dead spots” in 

our seas and fish in such declining numbers that 

fishing, as an industry, no longer exists -- these 

are only a few of the disasters confronting 

oceanographers who study the state of health -- 

or illness -- of our waters.

Backed up by a huge screen, Jackson gave a 

powerpoint presentation that made the desola-

tion he spoke of doubly apparent.

He described the Chesapeake Bay at the 

time John Smith first explored it as loaded with 

sturgeon to the extent that barrels of caviar were 

exported to European markets. Cod off the coast 

of New England in those days were more than 

abundant. Today, the pictures on the screen 

showed us they are scarce.

This wealth is now replaced by sea nettles 

and slime.

Groping for a ray of hope, we can only point 

out that, at last, this largely invisible damage has 

been brought to light and is now in the public 

eye. With the problem identified and defined, we 

can only hope that a solution will be forthcoming.   

It will, inevitably, be a long-range, long-lasting 

one.

Toward that hope, Jackson pointed to an ef-

fort being made in Australia to protect its Great 

Barrier Reef. About one-third of the coastline in 

the region has been made a protected area.

But more, much more, will be needed to even 

begin to restore our oceans to their natural state.

Jeremy Jackson left his audience stunned.

•

A New-Style Marketing Event

Collington opened its doors to between 50 

and 60 potential residents at a marketing event 

on a perfect autumn day last month. The 2100 

cluster was the focus, with three cottages open 

to the visitors, two of which were tastefully fur-

nished. Staff members and residents belonging 

to the Marketing Committee were on hand to an-

swer questions.

Between twelve and fifteen visitors expressed 

a serious interest in moving to Collington.  

Visitors were entertained by a jazz trio, of-

fered drinks and finger food, and given ample 

space to sit and enjoy the landscaping of the 

cluster, which has an interesting history. 

Located at the bottom of a slope, rain water 

tended to sluice down it, washing along soil and 

mulch. Jean Pennock, then a cluster resident 

and a member of the Landscape Committee, de-

signed a stone-lined spillway surrounded by or-

namental plants. Over the years, the plantings 

have thrived and additional decorative rock for-

mations have been added, creating a pleasing  

and practical solution to the problem. 

Jeremy B.C. Jackson

Dead Seas
by Frances Kolarek
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Halloween 
Spooks

In the days -- not too 

long ago -- when 

Lottsford Road was 

an unpaved country 

lane, ghost stories were rife in the area. For boys 

at Largo High School who had just gotten their 

drivers license, a rite of passage was to drive at 

midnight to Crybaby Bridge, a wooden structure 

that crossed a small creek below Lottsford Road, 

where, it was said, a baby could be heard crying 

pitifully. Circumstances surrounding the baby’s 

presence varied from one telling to the next.    

And there was the Goat Man -- half man, half 

goat -- a terrifyingly violent creature.  The horror 

stories that abounded in this area confirmed his 

malevolence.

Another legend, this a true one, tells that 

bootleggers set up stills in the woods not far from 

where the 5000-5100 clusters now stand.  The 

spring water in the area was said to give a dis-

tinctive flavor to their product which was in wide-

spread demand. One source swears the White 

House was a steady patron during Prohibition.

An early Collington resident walking through 

those woods with her dog stumbled on a sodden 

cardboard carton containing half a dozen empty 

whiskey bottles, waiting to be filled. No antiques, 

these. Their caps were plastic.

     And thinking about the ghosties and ghoulies 

on Halloween, it occurred to her that a wonderful 

way to keep one’s illegal still secret would be 

to scare the living daylights out of adventurous 

teenagers inclined to poke their noses where 

they didn’t belong.             F.K.                                 

                      •        

 

 Heads Up: Aspects of the Brain

Memory can become elusive as we age, and 

“the senior moment” is something we try to laugh 

off. How much do we need to be concerned 

about the name we can’t recall, the word not 

quite on the tip of our tongue?  Dan Celdran, our 

Aquatic and Fitness Coordinator, plans a pro-

gram called Heads Up: Aspects of the Brain on 

November 7 and 9 to address some aspects of 

memory slippage.

Dan says her program Brain Aerobics on 

Tuesday, November 7 in the Creative Arts Room 

from 1 to 2 p.m. will be a time to discuss our ag-

ing memories in a lighthearted manner -- laugh-

ter being the best medicine. 

Janet Morris, a certified massage therapist, 

will offer Stress Reduction via Massage from 3 to  

4 p.m.   

On Thursday, November 9, two talks are 

scheduled. The first, Depression and Aging, from 

2 to 3 p.m. in the Game Room will feature  Dr. 

Agnes Hatfield, a Collington resident uniquely 

qualified to discuss the subject. Her talk will be 

followed by a presentation from Katrina Bover-

man, a social worker, titled Wisdom of our Eld-

ers. Ms. Boverman, Dan says, endorses a holis-

tic approach to mental and physical health. Her 

presentation will be brief, followed by ample time 

for discussion among the participants.
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Sweet Chariot
By Gloria Ericson

Did you notice the four photos on the bulletin 

board above the Trip Book showing Resident Pat 

French test driving a new type of power chair? 

It’s a technological marvel which the manufactur-

ers don’t even call a chair -- preferring “iBOT 

4000 Mobility System.” It has more bells and 

whistles than you can shake a Joy Stick at.

Pat said that she had seen articles about it in 

magazines. Then Flo Marion suggested a web 

site which Pat consulted and made an appoint-

ment to try it. It was love at first sight. “It had lib-

eration written all over it,” Pat said.

This amazing machine can leap curbs and 

transport you up and down flights of stairs. It can 

make you “taller,” so that you can again look 

people straight in the eye instead of always look-

ing up at them. (A nicety that un-disabled people 

don’t even think about or appreciate). In its tall 

phase it will also enable you to reach things in 

high cupboards and remove things from top 

shelves in the supermarket.

Pat says it is a dream to operate. It has two-

wheel drive, in which the main wheels seem 

stacked on top of each other, and four-wheel 

drive where the wheels are side by side at the 

same level. I told Pat I think I would find staring 

down a flight of stairs that the iBOT was about to 

negotiate just too harrowing. But Pat explained 

that the iBOT does not let you sit bolt upright 

when descending stairs but holds you in a semi-

reclining position. Thus you are spared a 

staring-into-the-abyss sensation.

That’s the goodnews. Now for the bad: The 

iBOT costs as much as an automobile. Twenty-

six thousand dollars, actually, although when Pat 

tested it a $3000 discount was being offered for a 

limited time. Thus it would sell for a mere 

$23,000.Not mere enough for most of us. Pat 

French will not be getting one, although we both 

agreed that if you were handicapped but had Big 

Bucks and a hefty portfolio, the iBOT would un-

doubtedly be the best gift you could give yourself.

•

Holiday Bazaar -- Nov 10 and 11

The annual Holiday Bazaar will be held in the 

Creative Arts Room on Friday Nov. 10 and Satur-

day, Nov. 11, Flo Marion, chairing the event, an-

nounces. Proceeds go toward financing Resi-

dents Association activities.

A selection of house plants will be a new fea-

ture this year. If you have any to contribute, call 

Mary Olmsted on Ext. 7246.  

 Jane Becker’s homemade jams and jellies 

will be on sale and two afghans are offered, as 

well as a number of handsome handwork items.  

Contributions of your own creation are grate-

fully received, Flo says.  (Ext. 7512)

 Pat French takes the $26,000 iBot down the steps.
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“The Twelve Pound Look,” a play Ethel Barry-

more took on tour worldwide, Marcia Behr tells 

us, was produced under her direction last month 

before an SRO audience. The “twelve pounds” 

refers to the price of a typewriter, the pivotal 

point of the play.

Herb Stone, Dorothy Brown, Nancy McGhee 

and Ed Behr starred. Ricky Evans played piano 

while Al Folop handled lights and mikes.

The Health Services Committee has recently 

produced and distributed to all residents a folder 

explaining its purpose and its function.  This very 

active committee consists of Roanne Hartfield, 

chair; Sheila Givan, Vice-chair; Hannah Mac-

Martin, secretary. Nancie Gonzalez, Art Long-

acre and Jean Todd are active members (all 

residents are automatically members).

This committee, which meets on the third 

Thursday each month, tells us it is the channel 

through which to resolve complaints. And,The 

Collingtonian would like to add editorially, chan-

nel words of satisfaction.

Sometimes we tend to focus on complaints, 

without realizing the importance to our hardwor-

king staff of a pat on the back. Pat, pat.

Two of our gardeners avidly cultivate figs.  

Maria Eaves is enjoying fresh figs for breakfast 

these days, competing with the birds who feast 

in her tree. James and Marnie Akins, long time 

fig lovers, are also enjoying a modest harvest.  

At his former home James had two fig trees that 

produced bushels. But young trees don’t grow 

easily here at Collington, he says. They need ex-

pert care and good soil.  

Bob Ball continues to put forward his ideas 

about how to cope with the looming long-range 

shortfall in funding Social Security when the 

baby boomers begin to collect. In a Century 

Foundation Brief published in September, he 

proposes a three-point strategy -- restoring the 

maximum earnings base to 90 percent of earn-

ings, earmarking the estate tax for Social Secu-

rity and diversifying trust fund investments by in-

vesting in equities. Words of wisdom.

Joe Hysan’s necktie is totally unique. We 

know that unique takes no qualifier, but this tie  

rates one. It was a Father’s Day gift from daugh-

ter Sandy and bears pictures of his granddaugh-

ters, Reagan 2 years old and Aislin, two months.  

Of the 137 people who have looked at Joe’s tie, 

not a single one has ever before seen a tie with 

pictures of grandchildren on it.  This is uniquely 

unique!

There are many interesting things to tell 

about Marjorie Crisler who recently moved into 

apartment 116 with her dog, Jackson. And we 

will get around to all of them in time. But this 

can’t wait: one of her sons, a mechanical engi-

neer, designs roller coasters.  There are roller 

coasters of his design all over the world, includ-
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ing one at nearby Six Flags amusement park. 

Flo Marion’s talent has been shared in her 

family. Daughter Karen has a show in the Library 

Gallery of her acrylic works depicting contempo-

rary forms of animals, flowers and wild life. My 

favorite is the little snow scene at the end of the 

hallway.  

In some parts of the world populations are 

shrinking dangerously. Don’t look at us! Our 

grandchildren are producing great-grandchildren 

at a healthy pace.

Maryann Hutchinson has nine great-grandchil-

dren, ranging from school age to adulthood.  

John Firth, her friend, claims seven great-grand 

offspring. And we know about Sheila Givan with 

her two sets of twins among nine grands.  

 

Before Editorial Assistant Ardyce Asire read 

proof, writer Kolarek was offering for sale at the 

November 10-11 Bazaar, two Afghans!!!   

“Unless we flew them over from Kabul, I doubt 

we have any Cap A afghans for sale,” Ardyce 

noted. A good editor is a writer’s best friend.

 

 Art Longacre and Jack Yale fought off invading 

geese which were eating up the new grass on 

the croquet court this spring and leaving copious 

amounts of fertilizer behind.  The two men put up 

a fence of two-foot high netting which is con-

cealed by the shrubbery border. So far the geese 

have been unable to meet this challenge. Score 

ONE for the residents. However, this war is 

never won.

Although Carolyn Feinglass, Cottage 4117, 

had gotten to know Elsie Seetoo here at Colling-

ton, she had no idea that they were both gradu-

ates of the same college.  Then she opened her 

Summer 2006 alumni magazine to find a picture 

of Elsie Chin Seetoo smiling from its pages. A 

long takeout on Elsie’s career accompanied the 

picture of the young lieutenant Chin standing in 

front of an airplane (see page 3). Eager to share 

her discovery with her fellow-Collingtonians, 

Carolyn posted the page on the bulletin board.  

 Elsie graduated from what was then the 

Woman’s College of the University of North 

Carolina (now called the U.N.C. Greensboro) a 

few years ahead of Carolyn, Class of 1953.  

Nevertheless, the two women share many 

memories of the campus and faculty members 

they both knew.   

Rabbits are the enemy to frustrate at the Hill-

top Gardens. They were squeezing their way 

through the too-large mesh of the deer fence and 

feasting on young beans. Curtis Langford en-

listed Jack and Art to help install a new fine 

mesh wire fence all the way around the garden 

and on the gates. Score TWO for the residents.

Carolyn Feinglass  and Elsie Seetoo 
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Monkey

 By Gloria Ericson
 

George was with us for nine fun-packed but 

sometimes frustrating years. He was a black-

faced Capuchin, about the size of a house-cat. 

To me a monkey is the ultimate pet -- unique in 

so many ways. For instance, when offering a tid-

bit to a dog you place it directly in his mouth. A 

monkey thrusts out his tiny hand for it. It’s this 

almost-human behavior that is so entrancing.

As a baby, George clung fiercely to my neck 

while I walked around convinced that if he didn’t 

hang on I might drop him through the canopy to 

the hard jungle floor below. 

Monkeys, as you might have guessed, are 

as much fun as -- well -- as a barrel of monkeys.

But they can also be incredibly destructive. 

When George was young he was in his large 

cage for only short periods but as he got older 

and exhibited greater destructive behavior, we 

usually let him out only in the evening, when we 

turned out all lights except a lone lamp in the liv-

ing room -- hoping to limit his circle of destruc-

tion. This worked well until he learned to flip on 

the wall switch. We’d flip it off. On. Off. On. The 

neighbors must have thought we were trying to 

signal aliens.

One notable night George got past our sen-

tries and went wild in the bathroom. When we 

discovered him, he had opened the medicine 

cabinet and snapped my contact lenses in half. 

He’d emptied every pill bottle, leaving a rainbow 

of dissolving tablets in the sink. But worst of all, 

he’d scribbled all over the bathroom walls with 

lipstick. As I scrubbed away at George’s graffiti, 

I half-expected to find a blood-red message writ-

ten in a monkey hand: “Stop me before I kill 

again...”

George loved it when one family member 

raised his voice to another. He’d clutch the cage 

bars, his beady eyes alight with joy. “Ohboy. Oh-

boy. A fight. A fight!” When reprimanded him-

self, though,he’d screech in protest. “I’m inno-

cent – innocent I tell you. I was set up!"

In time George developed a sibling rivalry 

with our older daughter. Yanking her hair as she 

passed his cage made his day. But when our 

younger daughter came along he fell in love with 

the baby and would chatter lovingly to her. Al-

though the expression is “Monkey see, monkey 

do,” here was a case of “Baby see, baby do” be-

cause she began imitating him. George would 

pounce on his food before he ate it and she be-

gan doing the same thing. Watching her, I re-

member thinking, “Good Lord, this child’s being 

raised by a monkey!” 

One day I was clipping my front hedge when 

a small boy came by, saw George through the 

front window and was entranced. On a whim I 

said, “That’s just my downstairs monkey.We 

keep the big one -- the gorilla --  upstairs.” His 

eyes widened as he digested this news. The 

next day I answered a knock to find the same lit-

tle boy trailed by four other boys. “Please,” he 

said, “Could we see your gorilla?” Their faces 

were so expectant that I felt a terrible twinge of 

guilt when I broke the bad news to them.

Reviewing this piece, I feel I may have given 

George a bad press. In actuality the good times -

- the fun times -- far outweighed the difficult 

ones.George, we miss you!

Also   Layne Beaty is taking November off.
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