
An exceptional group of 

newcomers has recently ar-

rived at Collington -- interest-

ing, erudite, humorous and 

youthful.

High on the list are Ruth 

and William Knight and their 

two tricolor Pembroke Welsh 

Corgis, which this biased re-

porter considers among the 

smartest dogs around.  The 

Knights have two sons, Jeffrey 

and Peter, and four grandchil-

dren, who live close enough by 

to enjoy.

Ruth Leila Knight, née Lee,  

petite and pretty, was a Vassar 

graduate who had gone on to study for her 

Ph.D. in musicology at Yale when Bill gathered 

her up. She faced the age-old problem of want-

ing to continue a career while partnering a hus-

band in the Foreign Service, a hard choice 

sometimes, but good things came her way. 

 One was to ghostwrite a book, (more po-

litely, “put into proper English,” Bill says), a 

memoir by Elizabeth Cerruti, Ambassador’s 

Wife, which produced for Ruth a share of the 

royalties for some time. Cerruti was a good sub-

ject!  A Hungarian actress who married a func-

tionary in Mussolini’s government and traveled 

with him to diplomatic posts worldwide, rubbing 

elbows with names that made headlines.   

After Bill Knight resigned from the Foreign 

Service, Ruth took a job in Washington on the 
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Ruth and Bill Knight  --  Welcome to Collington!
By Faith Jackson

Ruth and Bill Knight with 4-year-old Nina and 8-month-old Lord Rhino of Cardiff 
  Photo by Elsie Seetoo

 Ho! Ho! Ho!



Hill, and then moved on to the Department of  

Labor for a number of years. 

William Edward Knight describes himself in 

the genealogical section of his memoir, Letter to 

the Twenty-Second Century: An American Fam-

ily’s Odyssey, thus: 

 “William was a B-24 Liberator bomber co-pi-

lot in Italy in World War II, a member of the U.S. 

diplomatic service for thirty years, and thereafter 

an inventor, manufacturer and author.” One im-

portant thing to know about all of the Knight 

branches and Bill’s mother’s Stothoff, Usher, 

Bradley, Bow, Hastings, Jones, Everts -- fami-

lies, whose children had names like Mehitabel, 

Ebenezer, Silence and Patience -- is that they 

came to New England and the Midwest in the 

18th century and remained a close, cohesive 

group.

“We were a middle-class lot (originally 

Quaker),” Bill says, “ ....hardworking, loving, 

functional families...”,  coping here for “four fast-

changing centuries.” Certainly, Bill appears to 

be unflappable, genial and good, and above all, 

he is what the French would call an 

“enthousiaste.”

It is fascinating how all of his careers mesh.  

His two mysteries, The Tiger Game, (1986), and 

The Bamboo Game (1993), owe their authentic 

quality to Bill’s having served in the settings for 

those novels and having known the people. He 

writes well -- simply, out of interest, with a clear 

voice. The Memoir can teach the ignorant of dip-

lomatic matters a great deal, the book informa-

tive, at times a hoot, and just as frank about the 

gaffes or goofs as the many successes.

And then there is the awesome energy, the 

imagination and ability to create a new product, 

envision its use and manufacture. Alas, Bill’s in-

ventions went bust, possibly ahead of their time.  

He called it a day and began to write. He hopes 

to settle down here and get started on the next 

book. We hope he does, too!

•

 Diana Kalmus Art Show

Diane “Denny” Kalmus, a professional artist,  

is featured in yet another outstanding display of 

40 of her recent acrylics on paper.  Titled  

“Parade in Action” the pictures are clever depic-

tions of animals in unusual and humorous situa-

tions.  Hung in the second floor galleries, they  

have proved enormously popular.

As a young artist, Denny won scholarships to 

study in Florence and Paris. Then, for 15 years, 

she worked as a caricaturist and illustrator for 

the Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance.

The pictures are for sale and many have 

been bought through agent Hilda Jay. Her 15% 

commission goes to the Residents Association 

Endowment Fund.                                       H.G.     
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Vernon Stafford --
Neighbor and

Board Vice President
By Sally Bucklee

     Describing marketing as 

key to Collington’s continued 

success, Vernon Stafford, new 

Vice President of the Board of Directors, says:   

“If Collington doesn’t consistently attract resi-

dents, it will not succeed financially.”   

   To Stafford, prospective residents need to dis-

cover what they will gain through living here. 

“People considering the move into a retirement 

setting fear they will give up or lose  -- but at 

Collington, they don’t do either.  Here they gain 

a whole new life,”  he says with conviction.

The Stafford family has been Collington’s 

neighbor since 1993 when Fox Lake was a new 

community. Stafford, who remembers the picnics 

Fox Lake residents used to enjoy with their 

Collington neighbors in those days, is convinced 

there is a need for promoters “like we had years 

ago.” People who were absolutely committed --  

both residents and staff -- and sold Collington 

with a passion all over the region.  

He also sees a connection between the suc-

cess of Collington and its community -- along 

Lottsford Road and throughout Mitchellville.  

“Collington needs to be in the forefront of that 

larger community,” he says. “People know it’s 

here but they don’t know what it offers. It’s not 

visible,” nor are its residents. 

  A Prince George’s County enthusiast since 

moving here 20 years ago, he believes it is im-

portant to promote Collington with local organi-

zations and elected officials because it is a ma-

jor, but unknown, asset to the County.

Talking with Stafford, one is aware of the 

depth of his commitment to his family, his com-

munity, his church and a very demanding job. He 

is Director for Large Bank Supervision in the Of-

fice of the Comptroller of the Currency, a quasi-

Federal government agency responsible for the 

regulation and supervision of the entire U.S. 

banking system. His preparation for this position 

was extensive -- earning a bachelor’s degree in  

Accounting, being certified as a commissioned 

National Bank Examiner and later selected for a 

highly-esteemed management development pro-

gram. And performing extraordinarily well in all 

those capacities.

Vernon Stafford is also a deacon at Wood 

Stream --- a 2,000-member Baptist community of 

faith on Lottsford Road. His wife home-schools 

their two school-age children. There’s a baby,  

too, and Vernon’s mother shares their home as 

well.   

Still in his Cub Scout leader’s uniform as we 

talk one evening in the Staffords’ spacious 

home, the new Vice President of Collington’s 

Board readily admits to a passion for public serv-

ice.  His intense commitment to helping Colling-

ton prosper and offer a warm, safe and challeng-

ing environment for older adults, demonstrates 

that this Board member will promote Collington’s 

remarkable Statement of Philosophy and steer it 

into a promising future.  
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The real art of conversation is not only to 

say the right thing at the right time, but also 

to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempt-

ing moment.



Jim Potts’ New Book

 Jim Potts has written a spy thriller now on 

sale at the Spy Museum and on Amazon.com.  

And on Thursday, December 8, from 5 to 6:30 

Jim will be on hand in the Ivy Room with copies. 

 French Covert Action in the American Revo-

lution, is a carefully-researched, finely-written 

account of “clandestine French help to the 

American revolutionaries which was part of a 

successful French covert action against the  

British.” 

Jim tells how “secret French help kept 

George Washington’s army in the field and en-

abled American privateers to ravage English 

shipping at sea in the year before France openly 

entered the war.”

Jim’s book is the fifth in a series of Memoirs  

and Occasional Papers published by the Asso-

ciation for Diplomatic Studies and Training.  The 

series is designed “to preserve firsthand ac-

counts and other observations on foreign affairs 

for scholars, journalists and the general public,”  

explains Kenneth Brown, President, adding that 

“retired intelligence officer James M. Potts ex-

pands upon original research he conducted in 

French government archives.”  

 In his introduction Jim Potts tells that lack of 

gunpowder may have contributed to the high 

rate of desertion in Washington’s army.  “Men 

who came to fight became discouraged by the 

inactivity caused by the lack of gunpowder, he 

notes. “Victory was won in the turning-point bat-

tle of Saratoga only because of the timely arrival  

of secret shipments of gunpowder and other mili-

tary equipment from the French, who supplied 

the critical mass of light arms and ammunition 

used by the Revolutionary Army.”

Blockade running and secret diplomacy add 

luster to the story. Students of the American 

Revolution may discover they didn’t know the 

half of it.                                             

•
 Observing Veterans Day

  When K.C. Shabazz joined our Activities 

staff in early November he noticed that no cele-

bration of Veterans Day had been planned. As 

an Army “brat” he may have been slightly more 

sensitive to this omission than most.  Time was 

short and so was money, but Courtney Murray, 

head of activities, said she could spring for a fes-

tive luncheon for 25. Better than nothing.

 In the absence of a list of Collington veterans,   

K.C. found a few in the Health Center, asked 

around among staff, and got word out to resi-

dents. The luncheon included Colonel Iladene 

Filer, Army Nurse Corps; Captain Jack Gomen-

genger, U.S. Navy, George Ferguson, Machinist 

Mate 2nd Class, U.S. Navy, and 22 others.

The group was entertained by four members 

of the Bowie High School R.O.T.C. with their 

commander, in full uniform and rifles, who per-

formed drills.

 K.C. has already reserved the Auditorium for 

November 11, 2006 when he hopes to stage a 

celebration including ALL of Collington’s veter-

ans. What he needs now is a complete list.

What we need is a resident among our veter-

ans who is willing to compile one.                F.K. 
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Four Collington residents took part in the per-

formance of the Brahms Requiem at Good 

Shepherd United Methodist Church in Silver 

Spring in October. 

 Marion Henry, Catherine Hudson and Carol 

Kempske joined Walter Sharp, a long-time mem-

ber of the Good Shepherd choir. 

 Gailyn Gwin, who has led the Collington 

Singers for the past fifteen years, also sang with 

the group.  

 The singers had worked weekly since mid-

June to achieve the polish and expertise of the  

powerful performance.

 Solo roles were sung by Aurelius Gori, bari-

tone, and Nancy Almquist, soprano, who also di-

rected the Requiem.

 A dozen Collingtonians were among the 

overflow audience which gave the performers a  

lengthy accolade.

The occasion was the commemoration of All 

Saints’ Eve and Reformation Sunday.

The performance featured an English transla-

tion of Brahms’ original German text, which he 

chose over the traditional Latin. 
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Paying Respects to Rosa Parks

Collington Residents Rose Elliott 

(left) and Dora Halton are interviewed 

by a reporter from Channel 9, Wash-

ington’s CBS television outlet, while 

awaiting the arrival of Rosa Parks’ 

casket which would lie in state in the 

Capitol Rotunda.  

On a blustery day, the two 

women waited on the steps of the 

Senate Office Building for several 

hours before the casket finally ar-

rived.

Already, they said, a long line 

had formed to be admitted to the Ro-

tunda. 

Brahms Requiem  
By Judith H. Shaw



Our New Fitness 
Guru

By Gloria Ericson

Our new Physical Fitness Di-

rector is Danielle (Dan) Celdran, 

and she’s “local,” having been 

raised in Greenbelt and educated 

at the University of Maryland, 

where she majored in kinesiology. If you’re not 

sure what that is but were afraid to ask, I can tell 

you (having looked it up) that it is the study of 

the mechanics of body movements. That’s ob-

viously a good background for someone who 

wants to impart the skills of physical fitness to 

others.

 Dan has close-cropped dark hair and the 

lithe body of a gymnast. The verve and physical 

agility she exhibits would seem to indicate that 

she is her own best student. But she also brings 

to her job an agility of mind: She is brimming 

with innovative ideas that she has already put 

into place or hopes to in the future. One phrase 

that she used several times in my chat with her 

was “Thinking outside the box.”

Dan says she loves working with Collington 

residents, finding them down-to-earth and 

responsive. She’s also grateful that Judy Reilly, 

her immediate supervisor, has been flexible 

enough to let her try some of her outside-the-

box ideas. And she’s definitely grateful for the 

fact that her predecessor, Carrie, left things so 

organized that her transition here ran smoothly.

One of the obvious innovative changes is 

the extension of fitness center hours. Dan says 

she soon realized that Collington residents 

were so busy with various activities, classes and 

meetings that they found it hard to schedule 

time to exercise. Now there’s time to work out 

and the extended time also enables staff mem-

bers to use the fitness equipment, and many 

have joined up.

Dan also wonders how many wheelchair us-

ers realize that they can use the swimming pool.  

There’s a special chair which enables them to 

be transported down the ramp and into the wa-

ter.  

Another new item: Dan herself is holding 

group exercises in the auditorium on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays between 4 and 5 pm and any-

body can drop by.    

As to innovative ideas still to be imple-

mented: Dan wants to repaint the fitness center 

in a bright color and rearrange things to better 

utilize the small space. And she hopes to do a 

make-over of the changing area.

Before Dan came here she and her husband 

had started their own personal trainer business, 

which, since his name is also Dan, they appro-

priately called “Dan Squared Fitness.” Dan is 

thinking of bringing in to Collington a blood 

pressure machine they own, as well as some 

other physical fitness “toys.”

Then there’s the Country Store which she 

runs with Judy Reilly. Innovative ideas have 

been put in place there, too. Dan says she and 

Judy really appreciate the help the residents 

have offered in manning the cash register and 

helping with re-stocking, inventory and pricing.

So our new Physical Fitness Director has 

brought with her much energy, many skills and 

lots of new ideas. And we residents feel real 

lucky that she has come to join us.
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With names like Shenanadoah, Chesapeake, 

Potomac and Brandywine, not to mention The 

Arbor -- for new residents and, perhaps, others 

who have not had personal experience with the 

components of the Health Center at Collington, 

just getting a grip on the various levels of care 

provided there and the names of the units pro-

viding them can be challenging. Yet all of us 

chose Collington at least in part because, right 

here on campus, it provides a range of long- and 

short-term health services that we may need 

someday. So we owe it to ourselves to be rea-

sonably knowledgeable about them.

Fortunately, encouraging the Collington com-

munity to learn more about the Health Center is 

among the many goals that Rhea Gilliam and 

Sheila Singletary, who this year joined the 

Collington team to manage the Health Center, 

share with the Health Services Committee of the 

Residents Association.  

Rhea, Health Services Administrator, and 

Sheila, Director of Nursing, worked with the 

committee to put on the Health Center’s first-

ever Open House in October. Some 80 inter-

ested Collingtonians gathered first in the 

Shenandoah-Potomac living room, where Carol 

Kempske offered refreshments and Don Paradis 

provided piano music. Tours of the Health Cen-

ter with members of its staff followed. Winding 

up the event was a question-and-answer ses-

sion with Sheila.

The Open House was the first to be held, but 

it will not be the last --the plan is to hold them 

twice a year, in October and in April. You’re en-

couraged to attend the next one. In the mean-

time, you should know that Shenandoah is the 

skilled long-term care unit; Chesapeake is for in-

termediate and recovery care. Assisted living, 

currently provided in two units -- Potomac and 

the Arbor -- is expected to be the function of the 

presently under-utilized Brandywine wing.

Rhea Gilliam -- Administrator  

 If you should visit Rhea Gilliam, 

Collington’s Health Services Ad-

ministrator, in her office in the 

Health Center you would observe a 

handsome clock on her desk. There’s a brass 

name plate on it -- facing you -- that reads “Rose 

Marie Gilliam.” “Is that you?” you might inquire. 

Rhea would explain that over time, as can hap-

pen with names, her christened name got whit-

tled down to the “rie” sound, hence “Rhea” is to 

be pronounced “Ree.” And she might also go on 

to tell you that the clock, one of her proudest 

possessions, was given to her by the staff of the 

Washington Center for Aging Services, which 

Rhea managed before coming to Collington this 

past August. Inscribed on the back of the clock is 

an eloquent and obviously heartfelt expression of 

appreciation from her colleagues at her last post.

Rhea’s career path is evidence of her com-

mitment to providing first-rate long-term care and 

of her qualifications for achieving it. She began 

as a hands-on caretaker -- a certified nurse as-

sistant. The next step was to become a physi-

cian’s assistant. She took a B.S. degree in  

(Continued on page 8)
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pathology at St. John’s University, then a mas-

ter’s degree in public health and health services 

administration at The George Washington Uni-

versity. In her last post, Rhea ran a facility that 

has 262 skilled and intermediate nursing home 

beds and an adult day care center.

Learning this, you might assume that Rhea is 

a single-minded career woman.You would be 

wrong. She and her husband, John Gilliam, who 

works for the U.S. Supreme Court, have two 

sons of whom they are very proud -- Aaron, 13, 

and Quentin, 5. Both are good students who at-

tend a private school in Washington. The Gil-

liam family lives in the Glen Estates, not far from 

here.
•

Christmas Giving

Don’t pass up the collection box opposite the 

Library asking for gifts for needy children in 

neighboring communities -- another Outreach 

Committee activity. Toys, games, or warm  

scarves or mittens may be placed in the box.  

Cash donations are also most welcome.

Fran Dutton spoke at the October committee 

meeting about her 47 years of volunteer work      

in Prince George’s County with Hospice, Plan-

ned Parenthood, the Food Bank of Upper Marl-

boro and the Library’s Homebound Service. Her 

involvement with Ardmore Enterprises was told, 

with picture, in the September 2005 Collingto-

nian. 

Newly-elected chairman of the Outreach 

Committee is John Evans. If memory serves, 

John is the first and only man ever to have held 

this job.

Holiday Celebration 
Set for December 16

A  celebration of the Winter  

Solstice, Hanukkah, Christmas 

and Kwanzaa is planned for Friday, December 

16 in the auditorium, Edna Lingreen, chair of the  

Hospitality Committee says, admitting the Com-

mittee has its hands full lining up entertainment.

The first show is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. and  

a repeat performance will go on at 4 o’clock.  

The Collington Singers will take part. The audi-

ence will have the opportunity to sing Christmas 

carols.   

Staff members will be in-

vited to help celebrate 

Kwanzaa.  

As The Collingtonian goes 

to press, Edna tells us com-

mitments from all performers are not solid. But a 

show will go on that will put us all in the Spirit of 

the Season.

Oh yes -- refreshments! They will be served 

buffet style in the Clocktower Lobby starting at 3 

o’clock.

A note about our illus-

trations:  To traditional 

Christmas holly and a Me-

norah, we have added a 

Kinara, symbol of Kwan-

zaa.  The Kinara consists 

of seven candles -- two 

green, one red and one 

black -- the colors in the African flag. One is 

lighted each day during the seven-day celebra-

tion of the holiday, December 26 to January 1.
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Mildred Marcy
By Louis Dolbeare

Mildred Marcy’s November “Know Your 

Neighbor” talk confirmed again the quality of 

residents Collington attracts. That Mildred spoke 

without reading from a text or using notes added 

greatly to the appeal of her presentation.

Reviewing her life in a relaxed and intimate 

manner laced with quiet humor, Ms. Marcy told 

of her journey from birth and a hardscrabble up-

bringing in eastern Oregon. Moving much further 

east, she earned degrees from Barnard and Co-

lumbia; then, based in Washington, she worked 

in a variety of women’s public and private or-

ganizations.

She was married for 67 rich and stimulating 

years to Carl Marcy, who was a civil servant at 

the State Department and then served for 29 

years on the staff of the Senate Foreign Rela-

tions Committee, becoming its director.

Ms. Marcy’s lifetime of activity in Washington 

started in the Arlington County League of 

Women Voters and went on to a long career in 

leadership roles in government and many or-

ganizations in the national womens’ movement.

She worked in the Department of State/ U.S. 

Information Agency and was staff director of the 

1964-1965 International Womens’ Year.

Perhaps her most fascinating and satisfying 

professional work was her part in a dual fellow-

ship with her husband in 1964/5. She studied for 

and reported to the Institute of Current World Af-

fairs on the status of women in twelve countries 

around the world.

For many years Ms. Marcy, whose family 

now includes twin great grandchildren, lived in 

Annapolis.

Since her arrival here, Collingtonians have 

had the opportunity to greet her privately; this 

evening was an occasion, enthusiastically public, 

to welcome Mildred Marcy and her good works. 

•

Bazaar Brings in $2,000
By Helen Gordon

   The Holiday Bazaar last month cleared $2,000 

for the Residents Association Endowment Fund.   

Under Flo Marion’s leadership, over 20 volun-

teers put together a variety of hand-crafted items 

and baked goods. Lauretta Dankers’ basket 

weavers displayed their wares. Sophie Clagett 

created stunning pillows and chaired the bake 

sale, as well. Knitted hats from Ardyce Asire and 

Ingrid Soper were on sale.

     The ceramics group contributed a collection 

of pots especially designed for planting and car-

ing for African violets. And ceramic pots in the 

color of your choice, with plant, made a fine gift 

for a friend.  The plants came from the Land-

scape Committee.  

     Karl Wirth made some very handsome 

wooden bowls, handy for serving salted nuts, as 

well as towel racks.      

     Hilda Jay’s famous jellies and Jane Becker’s 

preserves and cranberry catsup sold well. 

     Much in demand was a stuffed “Pin” doll de-

signed by Flo Marion which she labeled with the 

many ills that assail us old folks -- arthritis, back 

ache, gas, indigestion, etc. Pins to stick into 

these relevant areas were also supplied -- a 

guaranteed cure. Ask the gal who owns one.
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James and Alice Whitaker (Jim and Poppy), 

who recently joined us from Storrs, Connecticut, 

are already involved with our activities. Jim is 

now associated with the Woodshop, helping 

construct shelves for the library.

The Whitakers are frequent visitors to the 

family farm in PennYan on the Finger Lakes in 

New York, especially during grape harvest 

season when Jim starts winemaking.  He bottles 

the wine under his own name and friends say 

it’s excellent. 

Judith Shaw discovered over dinner one eve-

ning that she was doing her final year at the Uni-

versity of Connecticut when Professor James 

Whitaker was joining its staff.

Eva and Jack Yale on a recent visit to 

Berlin were impressed by the vibrant atmo-

sphere in the West Sectors, although they found 

the former Soviet Sector still behind the times.  

But it’s expensive. A cup of coffee sells for 4 

Euros, about $4.70 -- no refills. However, a large  

glass of fine German beer goes for 2.59 Euros 

or $2.85. Prosit! 

Karl Wirth, our centenarian, had been work-

ing late at the Woodshop to finish up some 

things for the Bazaar on a chilly night. On his 

way home on foot after dark, Peter Wilson spot-

ted him as she drove by, picked him up and de-

livered him safely to his apartment. 

The first resident to earn a five-year pin was 

the late “Brownie” Amman, Helen Eisenhart’s 

sister.

  The custom of awarding a pin denoting 5 

years, 10 years, or 15 years at Collington is one 

deeply valued by both residents and staff.  

Elmer Goldsmith of our Landscape Department  

just got his 5-year pin as did resident Virginia 

Luce.  Residents Glendy Pabst and Maude Ca-

hill got their 10-year pins, and Edna Lingreen re-

ceived her 15-year pin.  

  
We have recently learned that Marion Henry 

visits her long-time friend Verna Dozier several 

times a month to read to her, very often choosing 

poetry. 

 Sheila Hollies has been reading to her neigh-

bor Daphne Carter, and Maude Cahill reads mail 

and announcements to Earl Eisenhart. Maude 

and Earl were classmates at Central High School 

in Washington, Class of 1934.

We are sure others are doing the same thing 

for their low-vision friends, and would like to add 

their names.  Call The Collingtonian editor on 

7519 if your name has been omitted.

 REMINDER:  Don’t be lonely Christmas 

morning. Come to the Ivy Room where you can 

enjoy coffee and pastry in the company of your 

neighbors and a cheery fire will be burning in the 

fireplace. Merry Christmas!
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Dog House Blues
By Gloria Ericson

             Jade, my Chihuahua, tells me she’s 

heard via the canine grapevine that Collington is 

cracking down -- seeking to truncate doggie 

freedoms and expand owner responsibility. 

She’s not concerned about the latter but worries 

about the former.

I feel involved in both and feel I must rise to 

the defense of us dog-owners--particularly con-

cerning the canard that we don’t “pick up” after 

our charges. Not so. You can see us every day 

with our plastic bags -- usually the slipcover of 

the Washington Post -- or, for the more intellec-

tual dogs, the New York Times. The gaudy 

orange cover of The Washington Times is 

considered déclassé.

And so, in rain, sleet and snow, we trudge 

the walkways – an army of bag ladies/men, ac-

cepting our roles, knowing that in every society 

there are underlings who must do the dirty work. 

It has always been so. But you non-dog-owners 

should know how difficult our chore is -- particu-

larly with daylight saving time ending. We go 

forth in the dark searching, searching, for doggie 

doo we can call our own. It’s too bad our dogs 

can’t send up flares at the appropriate moment. 

I, personally, go armed with a flashlight. A 

miner’s hat might be better, but with no mines in 

the area it would be hard to find a store that sells 

them.

In the case of the rare dog-owner who 

doesn’t follow the rules, we could consider the 

solution suggested by a whimsical article in the 

New York Times by Stephen J. Dubner and Ste-

ven D. Levitt (not being brave like Judith Miller, I 

am willing to disclose my sources). Dubner and 

Levitt are co-authors of the best-selling Freak-

onomics and they suggest having all dogs’ DNA 

recorded so that if an unclaimed mound of dog-

gie by-products is discovered its identity can 

easily be ascertained.

Here at Collington, this could be followed by 

a trial before the Residents Association Council.  

The dog owner found guilty could then be put in 

the stocks and force-fed Alpo. The larger the 

dog, the larger the amount of Alpo.

All right. Just kidding.

But, seriously, folks, (as stand-up comics al-

ways say) regarding the matter of curtailed dog-

gie freedom, isn’t it about time to really, really get 

cracking on a Collington Dog Park -- an idea that 

has been floated around for some time now?

•

Masks -- and More Masks

The  display of masks in the Clocktower 

Lobby is one of the most fascinating we have 

seen in a long time. A mask from Peru, made 

from a gourd, has a shoe horn for a nose.  There 

are a number of papier maché masks from India.  

From Papua New Guinea, where Mary Olmsted 

spent some years as United States Ambassador, 

there are two. One of these was displayed on the 

front of a “spirit house.” Some of the objects 

were found in early ruins are not precisely dated.   

Thanks to those who lent masks and to 

Elisabeth FitzHugh, chair of the Clocktower Ex-

hibits Committee, along with helpers Maria 

Colvin, Aline Grayson and Mary Witt, for organiz-

ing the display.                                           H.G.
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Collington has been recycled. James Whi-

taker arrived with his one-seater bike to fill the 

void left when notable peddler George Dankers 

passed his along to grandchildren. We’ve had 

other sprocket pushers enjoying our paths and 

byways, not to mention the challenging approach 

to the Woodshop. Better than Segways, we 

think.

•

If you have been missing those cheery greet-

ings by resident Sally Listro, please know that 

she bestows them now in the Arbor.

•

With the youth unrest burning up things in 

France lately, my two children (grandparents  

now) can recall a Sunday afternoon drive, circa 

1953, around Sacre Coeur hill in Paris and being 

hemmed in by a gaggle of local youths patrioti-

cally and noisily advising us Yankees to “go 

home.” I turned off the ignition and relaxed to 

wait it out until they got tired. In those days, and 

nights, one could walk the dog at midnight in 

midtown. Now, probably, the dog wouldn’t go.

•

Paris, the City of Light -- not bad for a place 

that was originally named Lutetia. After the W.W. 

II invasion, German officers declined to follow 

Hitler’s orders to burn it. Perhaps the assurance 

that later they would view a special command 

performance at the Bal Tabarin had something to 

do with it.

•

Sheila Hollies, active in many residential af-

fairs, pauses to offer this: “Maybe it’s true that 

life begins at fifty, but everything else starts to 

wear out, fall out or spread out.” That’s three 

“outs,” Sheila.

•

Remember Wendell Wilkie and his idea for 

“One World”? Clare Booth Luce called it 

“globaloney.”

•

MEMORABLE MOTS

“Silence is the more perfect expression of 

scorn.”

“The worst cliques are those which consist of 

one man.”

“Any excuse will serve a tyrant.”

“There ain’t nobody here but us chickens.”

•

Jane Becker, who once ran her own business 

enterprise, is now manager of the Residents As-

sociation office. Hannah MacMartin has handled 

the job with well-recognized efficiency and good  

nature since 1992.

•

Last month’s  “Know Your Neighbor” star, 

Mildred Marcy, waived an opportunity to be the 

first user of our new stage elevator, negotiating 

the steps deftly. She didn’t need extra lights, ei-

ther, ad-libbing her prepared script with admira-

ble aplomb.

•

Miserable news aside, Herb Gordon men-

tions that half of the people we know are below 

average. This is good?

•

Also .  . .
                    By Layne  Beaty
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