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Margo Starr Kernan:
“Why Not?”
By Faith Jackson
She is striding up the paved path to the
Clocktower, black cap over gray curls, jacket,
slacks and a light chiffon scarf. It is pouring rain.
As she gains the covered walk there does not
seem to be a drop on her. She hears a voice
call, “I admire your style!” She calls back, “Why
not?” Why not, indeed. That is the voice of
Margo Starr Kernan, latest Bennington graduate
to join us, and one who also taught at the Col-

Margo Kernan with her Siamese cat, Benny.

lege. This lady has style. And class. And energy.
Ongoing interests spill out of every pocket.

She and Michael married in 1949 and took
off for his job on the Watertown, New York

Gloriously married to the late Michael Kernan

Times. By 1953, they had enough of astronomi-

for 56 years, “a man of many impulses,” she

cal snow drifts, so it was off to the Redwood

says, a journalist who could take risks, leave a

City Tribune in California for the next thirteen

dead end job, strike out with his family for new

years. Margo loved working on Sunset Magazine

territory and land on his feet. What other kind of

there. Her graduate studies at Stanford led to

man could Margo Starr have possibly married?

San Francisco State for a Masters in Creative

Margo was a literature professor’s daughter

Arts. Her thesis/project was “3-D Constructive

who grew up on two campuses -- Williams Col-

Photography”, fascinating 3-way “icons”, in neat

lege in Massachusetts and Florida’s Rollins

little square boxes. She was falling in love with

College. In Williamstown she attended the Pine

film.

Cobble School the year it opened on one of the

It is now 1966. The children are 16, 14, and

most beautiful spots in America, at the same

12. Margo’s husband, that fellow of impulses, in-

time that Bennington Senior Faith Reyher (your

forms her that he is stuck in a rut, wants to go to

author) had her first job there.

Greece and write a novel. Margo wants to stay

in California and teach. They go first to London,

The Art of Bob Gundlach

love it, and stay until they’re broke. Margo writes

By Helen Gordon

film reviews. Michael interviews for the Washington Post, and the Kernans are living in Washington until 1998.
The 80s were Margo’s wonderfully creative
film years. She made her first during a summer
residency at Banff: “Hiding,” searches for a secret passage in the Banff Springs hotel. A trilogy: “Breaking and Entering”, “Cold Storage”,
and “Defenses”, portrays a dysfunctional family
battling the social forces of the 1950s. “Watching,” which toured Germany, is about spies landing on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.
There is a still photo documentary of Dumbarton Oaks, and “Prison Life,” follows the
dialog of Plato’s Phaedra.
They took prizes and have been shown at
MoMA, the Baltimore Museum of Art, the National Archives, and the Washington Project for

Bob Gundlach was not only a famous stage
designer, his sketches have artistic merit as well.
We thank Maggie, his widow, for lending us 22
of her husband’s watercolors to display on the
walls of our corridor galleries.
Bob’s work won him the Television Academy’s Award for Outstanding Art Direction.
Those of us who remember the televised series
Naked City were the beneficiaries of Bob’s skill
in capturing its challenging environments. He
liked to remind that this series was the first actually filmed on the streets of New York.
He lent his advice and expertise to the lighting and sound arrangements in our Auditorium.
His pictures offer an intimate look at the
many projects in which he played a critical role.
Don’t miss them.

H.G.

the Arts, founded by Alice Denney, whose husband George lives here.
Margo filled out the decade by teaching in
Baltimore at the Maryland Institute of Art. The
Kernans went to Vermont in 2002. Then, tragically, Margo’s daughter Lisa, and Michael both
died. “We are a group of strong women who

Benny -- not named for Bennington but for
Benzedrine. He was hyper as a kitten.

have kept traditions going,” she says quietly of
her loss. She has come to Collington, because
“it is intellectually stimulating and nurturing. . . I
have a new high-end graphics computer to
make films. I have two projects, and I would like
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to teach. I love my cottage here. I’m sure Michael found it for me,” she muses. “He was always so good at finding places.”
•
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Celebrating the Holiday Season
In Every Corner of the Globe
This year’s Christmas Party is in the hands of
a willing group of newcomers who plan to take
us on a trip around the world. “Where in the
World is Collington Going?” is the big question.
Considering the millions of miles
we residents cover every year,
this theme strikes a responsive
chord.
Noel and Ronald McPherson
are joined by Pat King and Anna
Shea in forming the committee
which is putting the event together.

whom come from far corners of the earth, will
wear the colorful dress of their homelands.
Doris Harris will open the show by singing
“Spirit of Life,” an encore of her performance
last year. A steel drummer will be on hand to remind us of the music of the Caribben islands.
And the Collington Singers under Gailyn
Gwinn’s directions, will entertain, with Louise
Huddleston at the piano.

Holiday Party
December 20, 2006

may be a stranger to those of us

Dragon will weave its way
through the Auditorium.
Jack Yale and Herb Stone

In the Auditorium

Taking us on our travels will
be Carmen Sandiego -- who

A Chinese New Year’s

First show at 2:30 p.m.

will read “A Child’s Christmas in
Wales.”
Ron McPherson plans to

Second show at 4:00 p.m. move through the audience,

without grandchildren. But Car-

spotlighting colorful costumes

men, a Disney character on

and learning something about

PBS, has for years been teaching youngsters
geography through her exploits.

their background.
Refreshment will be served dur-

The party committee urges us all to come in

ing the break between the two performances.

costume. We can hope that our staff, many of

Another Honor for Bill Crowe
Admiral William (“Bill”) Crowe, Jr. (USN-Ret.) holds the Lone
Sailor Award he received in October from the Navy Memorial
Foundation. Bill chairs the Board of the Foundation as well as
teaching classes in political science at the U.S. Naval Academy.
The Washington Post on November 22 wrote about his curriculum and the nuggets of cautious advice he gives his students.
The paper quotes student Fiona McFarland, who wants to be a
pilot: “He loves it when we take opposing sides. He gets a little
grin and a glint in his eye.” We know exactly what she means.
December 2006 The Collingtonian
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The Walker Interfaith Chapel
Collington’s founding Episcopal Bishop, John

By Robert Elkin

T. Walker, according to Ardyce Asire, a former

December will be an

Chapel Committee chairperson, envisioned the

especially busy time for

Collington community and its chapel as interfaith

the Walker Interfaith

from the beginning. No services were scheduled

Chapel. In addition to the

on Sunday mornings to encourage resi-

regular weekly or monthly
worship services, the Chanukah Festival of
Lights will be initiated on December 15 for
eight evenings.
The Service of Lessons and Carols is
planned for the evening of December 17,
with readings that tell the story of the birth of
Christ and carol singing.
Carols will be sung on Christmas Eve in the
Creighton Center, followed by a Christmas Eve
service in the Chapel.
December will end with a New Year’s Eve
Meditation following Collington’s celebration.
With diversity as a requisite goal, the Walker
Interfaith Chapel’s programs incorporate the farreaching religious beliefs of Collington’s residents. Whether we seek Episcopal, Baptist,
Catholic, Unitarian or Quaker activities we now
find regular services. People of all faiths are invited to participate in Passover Seder services
offered by our Jewish residents.
Mary Ann Pellerin, chair of the Chapel Committee, reports a variety of interfaith programs in
the Chapel: a Thanksgiving Eve service in which
people of all faiths represented at Collington
read passages of particular meaning and the Annual Memorial service for deceased residents
and staff held in May. Families of deceased residents hold memorial services in the Chapel with
the clergy of their choice officiating.
4
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dents to attend their own churches,
“When new residents arrive,” says
Dr. Pellerin, “we find they sometimes
come with a religious agenda that is met
by a current offering, or they may wish
to take leadership in some new program, or just want to do nothing. We respect all of those choices.”
In addition, the Chapel Committee leadership
refers new residents to houses of worship in the
area, using a list that it maintains.
Dr. Pellerin notes that Collington is especially
fortunate to have the support and participation of
John Evans, a resident who is a retired Episcopal priest, as well as Jane Engle who acts in the
capacity of volunteer chaplain and leads a
weekly Healing Service. Both are members of
the Walker Interfaith Chapel Committee, a coordinating and leadership group representing
Collington’s many religious backgrounds.
In keeping with his psychosocial and spiritual
responsibilities, Roger Barnes, Collington’s social worker, coordinates ministers for the weekly
Episcopal Holy Eucharist Service. As the Walker
Interfaith Chapel enters 2007 it will continue to
offer its strong, diverse programs for “all residents and staff as a center for meditation, spiritual renewal and services based on an interfaith
concept.”

Appealing to the Inner Child
By Anne Stone

Of the three arrangements in the present setup, the most finished comprises a double loop of
track with a cross-over gizmo that allows the

What is it about miniatures that is so appeal-

train to run first around the outer track and then

ing? As children, we were entranced by them

around the inner track and back to the outer

and their charm remains alive decades later. If

track (a feature, Warren says, that particularly

the miniatures move, the appeal is even greater,

fascinated one small boy), a modern locomotive

and therein lies a particular delight of model rail-

and cars, and a number of patiently assembled

roads. If you have through ne-

accessories, such as depots,

glect of your inner child forgot-

houses, a shop, a church, and a

ten these delights, you are

couple of tunnels.

urged to check out Collington’s

The smallest arrangement

“train room,” on the second

comprises a single oval of track,

floor in the apartment wing.

on which runs an HO replica of

You may peer through its win-

the DeWitt Clinton, which ran

dows at any time, but to see

along the Hudson River in 1831.

the miniature trains close up

(The passenger cars look like lit-

and in motion, ask Warren

tle stage coaches.) At the time

Pearse or Curtis Langford to

A small corner of the train room.

meet you there.
Warren was this reporter’s patient and infor-

of our interview, the third ar-

rangement was in an early stage, awaiting the installation of the green “grass cloth” on which it

mative guide on a recent visit to this labor of

will be assembled. Lillian Langford has installed

love. Its genesis was the discovery of boxes of

a neat green “skirt” around the trestle tables.

O-scale cars and track in a corner of the wood-

There is more to the train room than model

shop and not in good shape. However, they re-

trains. It is obviously a magnet for miniatures.

awakened interest in model railroading and in-

There is also a shelf of books wherein you can

spired Warren to unearth his own old O-scale

learn pretty much all you want to know about rail-

train. That’s the train that runs around the

roads and railroading, model and otherwise.

Christmas tree in the Clocktower. The Wood-

The Collington model railroad is not slick and

shop Committee provided some funds for new

it is not finished. As Warren explained, it will

equipment, to which Curtis and Warren have

never be finished -- he and Curtis continue to

added.

add to it, tinker with it, and -- most important --

The scale of the models in the train room is

have fun with it. The point is not perfection; the

HO, about half the size of the trains of your

point is play. He and Curtis would welcome more

childhood. The track technology is much im-

playmates. All aboard!

proved so the derailments that were part of the
fascination (and frustration) in the old days are
rare.

December 2006
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Kudos for Faith Jackson

Faith attended the occasion at the cost of

By Margo Labovitz

much pain and inconvenience, having fallen and

Joining a parade of impressive alumni of the
Washington School of Ballet, Collington’s Faith
Jackson paid tribute to the school’s founder,
Mary Day, at a memorial at the Kennedy Center

broken her shoulder the previous week. But, she
says, “when I took the stage, the tremendous
burst of applause from those gifted, successful
products of the Academy made it all worthwhile.”
•

Opera House in late October.
Soon after Mary Day expanded her ballet
school to form a day and boarding academy,
she chose Faith Jackson to become her partner
and headmistress of the Academy. Faith believes she was chosen because she held one of
the first degrees in Dance and the Arts from an
American college -- Bennington -- and both she
and Mary Day had studied with the famous Russian ballerina, Ella Dagonova, in New York.
Faith continued as Headmistress until the
Academy folded, and it was to that heady period
that she returned in her remarks on the Concert
Hall stage.

by Helen Gordon
Our Drama Group has been unusually active
in the recent past, affording us many fine evenings of entertainment.
The Committee Meeting, its most recent production, provided the perfect role for Edna Lingreen, who played The Chair with all the assurance experience brings.
MaryAverett Seelye directed while Sheila
Hollies, Muriel Heineman, Rita Newnham and
Nancy McGhee added their talents.
Then came Act One of the political satire Of

Counting those years as “one of the most
memorable and exciting times of my life,” she
said that “when the Academy closed in 1977 it
was a very real loss. But those sudents who
were lucky enough to share the Academy experience are now performing all over the world, running their own schools and companies, directing
internationally-known ballet companies, acting,
writing and teaching. I know that Mary Day’s vision remains with all of them.”
driven woman who was not above mopping a
floor or sewing a costume. All mourned her
death in July at the age of 96.
The Collingtonian

Thee I Sing, well-chosen in an election month.
Marcia Behr directed the cast composed of
Jack Yale, James Akins, Chuck Dell, Herb Gordon, John Lees, Bill McGhee and Herb Stone.
Nancy McGhee played the narrator.
Musical accompaniment was provided by
Rickey Evans at the piano. John Lees worked
the audio, while videography and sound-taping
were handled by Mary Ann Pellerin.
All in all, a fun evening.

Former associates remember Mary Day as a
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And the Winner IS. . .
By Gloria Ericson

bring in more.
The four hostesses decided to use their
money to give a wine-tasting party at which each

The Collingtonian asked me to report on a

guest was asked to make a donation. And the

party held recently at Penny Vickery’s cottage.

party indeed turned out to be a financial as well

I wasn’t actually present but I understand the

as a social success. Anna Shea’s son, Carl,

invitations were addressed to “20 Discerning

spiffed up in a white jacket, acted as bartender.

Oenophiles.” I concluded that the

Six wines (three reds and three

guest-list was restricted to those

whites) in varying price ranges

who not only knew what the word

were offered with the labels

meant but also how to pro-

concealed.
Guests were told how to

nounce it.

check for color, aroma and

I, on the other hand, had to
look it up. My humble everyday

taste. They were told to roll the

dictionary refused to bother with

wine around in their mouths. I

such an esoteric word, and the

found myself wondering how you

Spellcheck on my computer

knew when to stop rolling --

wasn’t too happy with it either.

when the wine achieved a

So I brought in the Big Guns: i.e.,

spherical shape in your mouth?

The Oxford American College Dictionary, where I

Or more of an egg roll shape? If the rolling re-

learned that it meant “connoisseur of wines.” To

sulted in a tsunami there were pottery bowls

save face regarding my ignorance I decided that

available to be used as mini spittoons. Actually,

the word was just snob-ese for “wine-lover.”

the bowls were for people who wanted to taste

The affair was actually a wine-tasting party.
Which wasn’t as hedonistic as it sounds: It was a

but not swallow.
As bonus highlights of the evening Jim Whi-

fund-raiser for a very good cause. The four host-

taker brought in his homemade wine and Jack

esses (Penny, Carolyn Browning, Barbara Hall

Yale displayed the remarkable model he had

and Anna Shea) are all members of the St.

made of the Habitat house, which was immedi-

Barnabas Church where the congregation had

ately dubbed by everyone “The House that Jack

built a Habitat for Humanity house. But now they

Built.”

needed to raise funds to ship it to Louisiana to a
waiting Katrina victim.
The church decided to replicate the Biblical

And, what were the results of the wine-tasting? Some guests, such as Herb Stone, found
the cheaper wines lacking, but Anna Shea

parable of the man who gave his three servants

admitted with amused chagrin that most

talents (the currency of the time) which they

Collington residents preferred the cheaper wines

were to parlay into more money. So the church

over the higher priced ones.

gave each participant seed money to hopefully

December 2006

The Collingtonian

7

Suzanne Embree

During the many years they lived in New

By Sheila Hollies

York, Sue worked for the City, only interrupted
by two other intervals in India. After Ainslee re-

In her Know Your Neighbor talk last month,
Suzanne Embree told how, with a father from

tired, they moved to their summer cottage on
Cape Cod.

Missouri and a mother from France, she grew up

In 1998 they came to Collington where both

spending alternate summers in the States and in

Embrees continue to work tirelessly for the bet-

France.

terment of their fellow men. They make a spe-

Just as she was preparing to enter Wellesley

cial effort to welcome newcomers and personify

College, Hitler invaded Poland and after gradua-

the qualities we most like to find in leaders of our

tion, she entered the Navy. For three years, she

community.

served as a cryptanalyst, working on Japanese

•

Naval Attaché codes. At war’s end, she offered

Holiday Bazaar a Winner

to go to Japan as a volunteer teacher. Instead,
The Annual Holiday Bazaar brought in close

she was sent to India.
In preparation for this assignment she enrol-

to $1,000 which has been added to the Resi-

led at Columbia University Teachers’ College.

dents Association Endowment Fund. This fund

There she met a young Canadian Air Force vet-

was established some years ago by Hilda Jay,

eran named Ainslee Embree. He had been

who foresaw that one day she just might flag a

asked to teach in India under the auspices of the

bit and need to cut back on Oportunities Outlet

United Church of Canada and he invited her to

work. This she has done, turning over the

join him. After a year in India, Sue and Ainslee

“small” side to Olivia Miller who is ably assisted

returned to the States and were married.
The Embrees spent the following year at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where
Sue furthered her studies in education.
In the summer of 1948 the Embrees moved
to Indore, India, where she taught college
classes in the newly-developed Department of
Sociology at Indore College. Both of their chil-

by Gertrude Mitchell and Georgia Paine.
The Bazaar was masterminded by Flo Marion, chair of the Creative Arts Committee. A new
feature this year was a table of house plants put
together by Mary Olmsted, chair of the Landscape Committee.
Old favorites abounded -- Karl Wirth’s wood-

dren, Ralph and Margot, were born during the

en gadgets, Lauretta Dankers’ baskets, Pat

ten years they spent in Indore.

French’s greeting cards with her striking photo-

Returning to the United States they settled in

graphs. We are beginning to take Janie Becker’s

New York, where Ainslee completed his docto-

delicious preserves for granted. We welcomed

rate and Sue earned her Master’s degree and, in

needlework from Maria Colvin, paintings by Bob

time, a doctorate.

Elkins, and ceramics by Evelyn Colbert.
Good show.
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Pool and Spa -- What Luxury!

To Fans, Redskins Say “Thanks”

By Sheila Hollies
For many of us, a swimming pool was high
on our list of desirable features as we investigated retirement communities. A couple of them
had pools like those sometimes seen on oceangoing ships -- hardly bigger than a large bedroom and not very tempting. But Collington
boasts a full-sized pool where one can swim
laps, rile “noodles,” work at water walking and
enjoy water aerobics classes three times a week.
There is even enough room for several of these
activities at the same time.
It was the water aerobics, however, that
were of the greatest interest to me as I had been
in such a class for several years before moving
here. Our classes are given by staff members of
Prince George’s County Community College who
have clearly been trained in dealing with the limitations of many of us ancients. And we respond
enthusiastically to the commands of walking and
wiggling every still-moveable part of our anatomy. A few students even find it possible to exercise their tongues, almost continuously, in the
course of our gyrations. At time we may look like
a bunch of demented corks but we take our exercises very seriously. Those of us who are taller
than most have to adjust to the fact that the deep
end of the pool is 4.5 feet, but we soon accept
having our upper bodies “blowin’ in the wind.”
When we emerge from the pool, feeling tired
but virtuous, we can then enjoy the ultimate luxury of wallowing in the hot tub with jets of water
massaging and soothing all our aching spots.
Not a bad way to start the day!

By Frances Kolarek
For the Redskins it
was payback time -which means time to say
“thank you” to their fans.
And so two days before Thanksgiving, a
FedEx (what else?) truck pulled up to our loading
dock with 125 frozen turkeys.
Since Dining Services could not serve these
turkeys to us residents, Lyn DuBrule, our Human
Resources Director, arranged a drawing to equitably distribute them to staff members. The
names of 125 employees were drawn from a pot
containing everybody’s name. When the truck arrived the winners were lined up to receive their
turkeys.
TV and press were present as Santana
Moss, the Redskins’ wide receiver, started helping unload the turkeys. He greeted your reporter,
who suggested he turn around to face the TV
cameras which were rolling, because we never
see anything but his back as he runs down the
field to score.
Although the turkeys were originally intended
as dinner for us residents, Kevin Knauff, Dining
Services Director, explains that Health Department regulations insist that we know the precise
source of all the foods served here. There
wasn’t time to verify the pedigree of the Redskins turkeys. Besides -- Kevin had already ordered ours.
And who is more deserving than our sterling
staff?
December 2006
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Warm Reception for
Chilean Ambassador

almost 40 percent over 2005. Total imports rose
19% in the first six months of this year, reaching

by Jarvis Freymann

$16.6 billion.

Mariano Fernandez, Chile’s newly-appointed
Ambassador to the United States, briefed residents on recent developments in his country last
month in a talk sponsored by the Speaker’s

Fernandez said that, “as a small country lacking the muscle to impose its own rules, conditions and ideas,” Chile is a strong believer in
multilateralism and an enthusiastic participant in
the work of the Organization of Ameri-

Committee.

can States.

A lawyer, journalist and career diplo-

During a lively question-and-answer

mat in Chile’s Foreign Service, Ambas-

session, Fernandez -- a recognized

sador Fernandez spoke from personal

expert on Chilean wines and Honorary

experience when he described the politi-

President of the Chilean Association of

cal and economic turbulence that beset
Chile during the left-wing Salvator Al-

Sommeliers -- was asked about the
Ambassador Fernandez

lende regime and in what he described
as the “seventeen years of oppression, torture,
death and exile” following the coup that brought
General Augusto Pinochet’s military junta to
power in 1973.
Forced into exile in Germany in 1974, Fernandez did not return to Chile until 1982, but in
more recent years -- during which Fernandez
served as his country’s Vice Minister of Foreign

importance of wine in his country’s

economy. Noting that efforts to curb alcoholism
had resulted in a per capita drop in local consumption from 50 liters to 18 liters of wine per
year (about the same as in the U.K.), he went on
to say that “wine tourism has recently become
one of the highlights of Chile's national life,” and
that his country’s wine exports this year will
reach a total of $1.1 billion.

Affairs and Ambassador to the European Community, Italy, Spain and the U.K. -- Chile has become one of Latin America’s most stable and
prosperous nations.
Its economy was the fastest-growing on the
continent throughout the 1990s, and has continued to expand at a rate of 5 percent annually.
Over the same period, unemployment has been
reduced to 7.5% (quite low for Latin America)
and the proportion of Chile’s population living below the U.S. poverty line has fallen from 40% to
18%. Total exports during the first half of 2006
reached $25 billion, representing an increase of
10
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Judith Shaw, tireless bird watcher, is sometimes rewarded with a glimpse of a truly
rare specimen. Here’s a quick sketch of her
latest sighting.

Helen Gordon’s Goings On
Peter Wilson -- to whom we offer condo-

This 99-year old chris-

lences in the loss of her husband, Don -- has

tening gown is being mod-

done a splendid job over the past months of pro-

eled by Meghan Leigh

viding us with trips away from Collington. And no

Tassinari, first great-grand-

one will deny that we all need to get away from

child of Elsie Dent, who

time to time. Trips to The National Cathedral, to

holds the baby following

Washington art museums, to the Alvin Ailey

her christening in Bedford,

Dance Group and the Cathedral Flower Show

Massachusetts.
The dress was worn by

were top favorites.

Serb World USA is a bimonthly magazine
with an international circulation of some 50,000.
The September-October issue has published a
comprehensive article by our Alex N. Dragnich in
which he reflects upon the writing he has done.
Alex, a specialist on the subject of Yugoslavia
and Serbia and their relations to their neighbors,
has published ten books.

Meghan’s great-grandfather, the late Howard Dent,
at his 1911 christening.

Our lake is doing just fine, the Department of
Natural Resources says. Their experts came to
check up on its health, announced that we have
lots of fish -- bass and sunnies -- and their population is growing. Dip a lure in, folks, before the
lake freezes.


Funny thing. Holly Blasier, Marty and Cole’s


The Dining Services Committee accepted

daughter, spotted a charcoal sketch hanging in a

with alacrity Jack Yale’s offer to serve as its

corridor gallery that looked somehow familiar. It

Chairman in the coming year. Thank you, Jack.

was on sale for $10 along with other pictures
from the Op Shop’s extensive collection of art.


The round-the-world jewelry show in the

Holly stopped, looked, and exclaimed: “That

Clocktower display cases represents loans from

looks just like Dad’s Aunt Riva.”

17 residents. Who else could come up with such

Right on target. The frame had been

handsome and exotic pieces as a necklace of

changed, but the picture was unmistakably a

Mexican coins or one with a pig’s tusk as a cen-

family sketch. Marty now wonders how she could

terpiece?

possibly have included that picture with other
things she sent to the Op Shop.

As usual, Elisabeth FitzHugh has done a
splendid piece of work in arranging the show.


December 2006
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Also . . .

Surprise????? “The Messiah,” sung to our
admiration by our Collington Chorus and the
Chesapeake Chorale recently, was first per-

By Layne Beaty

formed in Dublin, having been commissioned by
some Irish music enthusiasts.
•

Now that it is soon to be the “partridge in a

John Leitch is having a shelf installed in his

pear tree” season, some of us may remember

digs in Creighton Center to display some of his

the parody Donald Jackson wrote and recited. It

hand-carved decoys. They’re good.

dealt with the Twelve Days of Christmas and re-

•

lated to details of the remodeling work underway

Memorable Mots

here at the time.
•
It could get you arrested in some states, but
our Dorothy Mayer reads while gliding along the
thoroughfares of the Fourth floor of the Creighton

Those nattering nabobs of negativism.
Can you hear me now?
Are we there yet?
This will hurt just a little.
I’ll be right back.

Center. She reads steadily from a book or paper

•

at the same time. We remember her more vividly

Remember?

as star of some of our home-talent, lip synced
productions of yore. If one called for a skimpy

When small cars were “flivvers?”

costume, she wore a bathing suit underneath.

When Congressmen (and women) were

•
Was it by design or good planning that many
of our medical people have addresses on Good

“honorable?”
When some of the best music in town was at
the barber shops?
Railroad crossing. Look out for the cars.

Luck Road?

•

•
Remember Bob Burns, the Arkansas hillbilly
on the weekly Bing Crosby radio show, who in-

Shirley Crowe was an airline hostess when
she first encountered the future Admiral.
•

vented an odd sort of horn that he called a
“bazooka?” (The U.S. Army later had a weapon it

Judith Shaw’s broken toe is mending nicely,

called the bazooka) Bob would honk out a piece

thank you. Lesson: Beware of lighthouse stair-

on his bazooka, then drop it on the floor with a

ways.

bang. In his on-air chatter with Bing, he sometimes mentioned oddball relatives including
“Uncle Smelly.” Bing survived it all.
•

•
Oklahoma has two representatives in our
Capitol’s National Statuary Hall: Will Rogers and
Sequoyah.
•

