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Susan Deller has been appointed Director of  
Marketing at Collington.  She plans to start work 
here before the end of June.  Susan comes to us 
from Shannondell at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 
a for-profit, fee-for service community 
west of Philadelphia, where, in her 
own words, “I sold over $45 million 
in entrance fees.”  Susan has over 
30 years of diversified expertise in 
sales/marketing, management, entre-
preneurship and graphic design and 
considers herself to be an innovative 
people person, motivating manager 
and effective leader, with a love and 
passion for seniors.
   Prior to Shannondell, she was a re-
gional apartment property manager and in busi-
ness for herself, publishing apartment guides, es-
tablishing a rental locator company, serving as a 
marketing consultant to apartment management 
companies and developing a life-style magazine 
for seniors.  She is eager to take on the job of 
marketing our cottages and apartments.
   Susan is aware of the stress involved in uproot-
ing oneself from a beloved home.  She says, “I 
believe I have learned to help seniors and their 
families make this move with minimal stress and 
anxiety.”  And she is prepared, through extensive 
real estate experience, to help new residents sell 
their homes.
   Susan  would like to expand our Outreach Mar-
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keting efforts, identifying and  targeting new mar-
keting referral sources.  “Constant community 
exposure guarantees that seniors continually 
see the benefits of living at Collington.”

   She would like to improve the Col-
lington web site to truly depict the 
beauty of the entire community, both 
structurally and through its residents.  
She has been impressed by the back-
grounds of many of our residents.  Our 
web site, she believes, should also be 
a link to the many social media sites 
heavily used by the children of future 
prospects who are now helping their 
parents make the move to a CCRC.
   She would like to meet regularly 

with members of the Marketing Committee and 
others interested in the “hope that all Collington 
residents will feel comfortable sharing their sug-
gestions with me.”  And for those who visit her 
office, they can always expect to find spearmint 
candy to enjoy.
   Her family, Susan says, has done a lot of mov-
ing over the years, but hopes to stay put in Alex-
andria where her husband is an executive for a 
nearby large hotel chain.  The couple have three 
daughters and a son, with only one daughter still 
at home.  Their oldest daughter, married and liv-
ing in Pennsylvania, has provided them with two 
grandsons.  Susan’s household also includes 
her parents, two Labs, a cat and a Guinea pig.
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How Ginny Mintz Met Adélies
By Ginny Mintz

(In December, 2006 Ginny Mintz took a tour 
to South America and Antarctica.  She recently 
came upon a copy of a letter she wrote about the 
trip and thought our readers might be interested 
in learning of her experience.  Below is an edited 
excerpt of that letter.)

The trip was grand.  I’d not expected much, 
but it seemed like 
a neat idea.  The 
price was right and 
it would complete 
my set of 7 conti-
nents—that old ego 
is still doing good. 

  We flew to the 
tip of the continent 
at Ushuaia. Argen-
tina.  We wandered 
around town a bit 
and then climbed 

onto our ship, the Nordkapp.
Upon departure, we first  crossed the Drake 

Passage, which is noted for rough water.  I was 
delighted and wished for higher waves.  Half of 
the passengers disagreed however.  More dinner 
for me that night!

A day later, we arrived at the South Shet-
land Islands (British) just off the Antarctic ice 
cap, once used for scientific stations and other 
similar purposes.  We were enthralled with the 
penguins—millions of them.  These were not the 
large Emperors, but rather little knee-high guys 
that were ever so much cuter and fun.

You don’t go up and shake hands with them—
unless they come to you.  There are strict prohi-
bitions on approaching closer than 15 feet to one 
of them or walking on their “highways” (paths 
that might be a foot deep).

The little devils race to and fro for no particular 
reason.  A bunch may run along the shore for a 
distance, turn and race back then down to the 
water, etc.  Suddenly, one of them does an about 
face and splashes out of the water and there is 
pandemonium, as they all do u-turns.
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 Nordkapp

We were there about the time the first eggs 
were hatching—mostly the Adélies and Gentoos.  
The Adélies are all black on top with white eye-
liner, the Gentoos have white ear-muffs.  The 
others are ugly little guys with a black chinstrap 
holding down their bonnets.   They do not live 
together and certainly don’t interbreed.  We saw 
no Emperors, since they seem to prefer the Falk-
lands and the other side of the continent.

We saw very few baby penguins, since they 
were either just hatched or still in their little co-
coons.  But I did manage to get photographs of a 
couple of them.

The weather in Antarctica changes within min-
utes.  The saying goes that if you don’t like the 
weather, just wait a minute or two.

We finally made it to the main land, although 
one wouldn’t know the difference.  All was white, 
except for black rocks.  The place is a true des-
ert, which means it doesn’t snow much.  The ice 
is three miles thick in places and holds a huge 
percentage of the water on the planet.

Anyway, to get on land we had to climb down 
steps hung alongside the ship and pray.  We man-
aged to step onto the prow of the motor launch.  
The steersmen were very good and usually man-
aged to hold the boats steady.  It did get scary 
when the water was rough, but that discouraged 
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Foundation Awards 11 Scholarships

Louise Huddlelston, Chairman and President 
of the Collington Foundation, Inc., announces 
that the foundation has awarded 11 scholarships 
this Spring. 

In our Health Services, three awards have 
gone to LPN’s (licensed practical nurses) who 
are working toward their accreditation as regis-
tered nurses (RNs), one to a Dietary Aide who is 
majoring in physical therapy/rehab, one to a Cer-
tified Management Accountant (CMA) working 
toward a health services administration degree 
and one to a Geriatric Nursing Assistant (GNA) 
who is working toward an unspecified degree.

In Dining Services, awards have gone to mem-
bers of our wait staff who are working toward de-
grees in psychology, health care administration, 
law enforcement, and hospitality management.

Contributions to the Scholarship Fund are 
gratefully received, since awards come out of 
the fund’s principal which is in need of replenish-
ment.  Several residents have already contribut-
ed $1,000 each—the amount of an award—and 
the Foundation is at present soliciting additional 
contributions, Louise reminds us.

Amy Harrison, Collington’s Chief Financial 
Officer, reported at the last Community Meeting 
that the foundation, an independent corporation, 
holds four principle funds: the Fellowship Fund, 
which provides assistance to residents who 
are financially overextended through no fault of 
their own; the Development Fund, which pro-
vides money for improvements at our plant and 
grounds; the Scholarship Fund, and an undesig-
nated fund, from which money may be expended 
as needs arise. 

The Foundation Board, on which residents 
Ernest Blake, Ted Hawkins and Mary Olmsted 
serve, hopes to issue soon an update on the fis-
cal situation of each of the foundation’s four prin-
ciple funds.—FLK 

The penguin welcoming committee greets visitors.

many of the older people from going ashore, giv-
ing the rest of us more time.
Only 100 can go ashore at a time and since we 
were about 300, it took quite a bit of time.  We 
were divided into groups and when one group 
left, they announced it so the next group could 
get suited up.  This was a half-hour project, with 
long underwear, fleece pants topped by water-
proof pants.
   On top, I usually wore a couple of silk long un-
derwear shirts and a fleece or two under the wind 
breaker.  It wasn’t all that cold, 22 to 45 degrees, 
but the wind could be wicked.  Once we got down 
to the tender deck we had to find boots that would 
fit, since the boats couldn’t always get all the way 
in to shore—so we had to wade sometimes.
   So, after wandering around the ice for sev-
eral days we headed back across the Drake 
passage, which this time was like a lake.  Then 
into  the Strait of Magellan and the passageways 
among the Chilean Fjords.  It was a thrill to actu-
ally see the places we’d heard so much about in 
grade school and hadn’t a clue what they were 
like.  The cruise ended at Santiago, Chile.
       *    *    *    *    *
Note:  The Collingtonian is not published  in June 
or July, allowing staff a summer respite.  This 
marks the completion of my first year as editor.  
My thanks go to the many volunteers who helped 
produce this newsletter, particularly Ernie Blake, 
Bob Elkin, and Frances Kolarek.  This is the resi-
dents’ newsletter and we look forward to any and 
all contributions that anyone can make when we 
resume our endeavors in September.—Jim Giese
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Andrea Singh’s Naïve Journey
By Sue Embree

Andrea Singh took us on a virtual naïve jour-
ney the evening of May 18 when she spoke at 
our Know Your Neighbor series.  Her journey 
went international, when Andrea took a year off 
from Mills College to accompany her parents to 
India.  Her father, Selden Menefee, a 
journalist and owner of a small chain 
of California newspapers, accepted 
an offer to set up studies in mass com-
munications at a college in South In-
dia.  Andrea, refers to the trip as “the 
game changer.” 

When faced with a choice of pay-
ing the 200% duty that was levied on a 
car they had been advised to bring, or 
driving it into the Indian Ocean, Selden 
Menefee announced they would drive 
the car overland to London where the 
right-hand drive, white, 1962 Fiat station wagon 
would fetch a good price.

The plan was to spend two days in each Asian 
country they traversed.  The younger son was 
sent back to the U.S. by plane to stay with rela-
tives because the station wagon didn’t have 
enough space for him and the luggage.  Thus 
began the “naïve journey,” filled with adventures 
and misadventures.  They reached London about 
two and a half months later!

Andrea returned to Mills, but she had become 
so captivated by India that she decided to do 
work toward her doctorate in urban anthropology 
at Duke, studying the social networks of South 
Indians who had migrated to North India. Mean-
while, her father had returned to India to assist in 
setting up the Indian Institute for Mass Communi-
cations in New Delhi, making it easier for Andrea 
to return there to prepare for her dissertation 
research.  When she returned to the New Delhi 
she loved, she also fell in love with a handsome 
young Sikh, Turk, who followed her to Durham, 
North Carolina where she finished her doctorate.  

They were married in California (where none 
of his family were present to object!) and had a 
proper Sikh wedding in New Delhi on Christmas 
Day, 1971.

Turk and Andrea returned to India and lived in 
a joint family with his parents for nearly twenty 
years.  His parents were helpful during Andrea’s 
pregnancy and were loving grandparents to their 

granddaughter, Simrin.
Andrea continued to work; first by 

advising non-governmental organiza-
tions and Indian government depart-
ments on development work with low 
income women.  She then worked 
with the International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) for 23 years, specializ-
ing in projects for low income work-
ing women designed to promote their 
employment and organization.  During 
this time the ILO sent Andrea to Dar 
es Salaam, where she was East Af-

rica Director, a position she held for seven years.  
The fact that she was the first woman director of 
a United Nations project in that area added to the 
challenge of her work.

On retiring from the ILO, Andrea lived in a 
house she had inherited in Majorca, but the pull 
of the United States and Washington drew the 
once naïve native back to her native land to pur-
chase a condo in D.C.  And now she has decided 
that life at Collington is better than life in a condo.  
A decision we at Collington welcome! 

We are delighted to have this distinguished in-
ternational civil servant with us! 

                                *   *   *   *   *

It’s the Berries
Buy berries in quantity in season when cheap and 
plentiful.  Rinse, drain and spread them on pa-
per towels and let dry.  Place them in resealable 
bag(s) and store in your freezer.  Dry berries will 
not stick together.  Put a handful on top of cereal, 
ice cream, yoghurt, pancakes, waffles, etc.—or 
just eat them alone.  They will thaw quickly and 
add flavor to any meal or snack.

Andrea Singh—RE
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A Turtle Makes a Nest
by Gloria Ericson

It was dusk and it wasn’t the voice of the tur-
tle but the robust barking of her dog, Toby, that 
alerted resident Barbara Hall that something was 
happening on her apartment patio.  She inves-
tigated and discovered a large turtle (at least 
10 or 11 inches in diameter) ambling about.

It finally left, but came back the next day and 
began laying eggs next to the patio.  What a 
competent nest builder she was: first removing a 
section of  turf, scooping out a declivity in which 
to deposit her eggs and then arranging the turf 
back in place.    

To the naked eye nothing untoward had gone 
on here!  However Barbara had proof because 
she told staff member James Collins about what 
was going on and he took a picture.

The big question was the incubation time for 
turtle eggs?  So Wikipedia and the Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources were consulted.  
We learned that the due date was pretty iffy.  The 
consensus of the Natural Resources’ people was 
that Barbara’s turtle was almost certainly a snap-
ping turtle living at Collington Lake that sought a 
secure place on shore to lay eggs.  If the weather 
stays very warm, the hatchlings might emerge in 
55 days.  If we have a cool summer, it might take 
125 days.

What a dilemma!  Although the date of the 
laying was known (May 20th) the hatching date 
couldn’t be pinpointed and Barbara naturally felt 
a certain obligation to protect the eggs.  Natural 
Resources assured us there would be predators, 
such as skunks, opossums and raccoons, out to 
get them.  Some quarter-inch wire mesh might 
be put over the nest area and then removed in 
mid-August when the young would most likely 
emerge.  I suggested a little sign be put up:  “Qui-
et Zone, Turtles Incubating.” (after all raccoons 
can’t read) but I don’t think my suggestion was 
taken seriously.

Another thing my research unearthed blew my 
mind.  Researchers recently discovered that tur-
tle’s organs don’t age like those of other animals.  

It was found that the liver, lungs and kidneys of 
a 100-year-old turtle are indistinguishable from 
those of its youthful counterpart.  This has in-
spired scientists to start examining the turtle ge-
nome for longevity genes.  Like, Wow!  When I 
was growing up, people thought monkey glands 
were the key to longevity but  now we find, alas, 
we were barking up the wrong animal!

Who Am I?
by Marian Schubauer
   Take a look at these early photos of current 
residents and see if you can guess who they 
are, using he clues we’ve presented.  When you 
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.  
Have fun!

No.1. This lad is interest-
ed in swimming, sailing 
and billiards.  He was an 
electronic engineer for the 
Navy.  Here, he spent hours 
Refreshing Collington by 
painting fire hydrants and 
directional signs

No. 2. This pretty little 
girl was born in Portland, 
Maine.  She was president 
of the Northern Art Club in 
Englewood, N.J.  She is 
the creator of the Colling-
ton T.V. channel and our 
decorator par excellence.

No. 3. When this boy grew 
up, he became a top flight 
electronic telecommunica-
tion maintenance special-
ist in the  Air Force. He 
divides his time  between 
golf, the Collingtonian, 
Black History Month and 
family.
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Residents Donate $3,000 to School 

   The Collington Resi-
dents Association Out-
reach Committee, Carol 
Kempske, chair, has had 
a continuing working re-
lationship with nearby 
Kettering Elementary 
School.  During the past 
school year, volunteer 
residents have been 
mentors to eleven stu-
dents.  On May 16, the 
students came to Collin-

gton, as guests, to lunch with their mentors.
   At that time, the Outreach Committee present-
ed school officials with a $3,000 gift check to be 
used to sponsor field trips for students in need, 
expand access to educational software and other 
purposes.  “The residents here give money for 
various projects during the year and they are so 
generous that frequently we can’t even use all of 
the money.” Kempske said.  So she asked the 
school principal, Janie Talbot for a list of unfund-
ed needs and then offered the gift donation.

Abisola Phillips 
with mentor Anna 

Shea—RE

Collington Executive Director Marvell Adams (left) 
and Community Outreach Committee Chair Carol 
Kempske (right) present gift check to Kettering El-
ementary School Principal Janie Talbert, Counselor 
Leona Parker and students Akasya Smith and Da-
mon Ethridge.—RE

Croquet Season Opens with Parade

Events Fill Memorial Day Weekend

   Memorial Day weekend was set for this year’s 
annual Spring into Summer Follies.  While Collin-
gtonians enjoyed a full schedule of fun-filled ac-
tivities and gourmet delights, they also took time 
to remember those no longer with us.
   The weekend began on Thursday with group 
charades conducted by Bill and Nancy McGhee.  
Those participating were divided into two com-
peting groups.  Team representatives had to act 
out such titles as “Happy Days Are Here Again,” 
“The Help”  and “Long Days Journey into Night.”  
However, having a good time became more im-
portant than winning to the players.
   The Committee Carnival was held on Friday in 
the Auditorium.  Representatives were there to 
give residents an opportunity to learn more about 
each of Collington’s many operating and activity 
committees.
   Newcomer Barbara Allen narrated Saturday 
night’s Fashion Show in a stunning Egyptian 
gown.  The show featured slightly used clothing 
on sale at the Opportunities Outlet (OO) Shop, 
selected by Lillian Langford and modeled by 
residents.  The OO Shop sales are the principal 
source of income for the Collington Residents 
Association and the fashions on display proved 
that both shop buyers and Collington are the bet-
ter off for having it.

Croquet season at Collington opened May 11.  Pied 
Piper Judith Shaw (right) led players Lynn Bernstein, 
Eva Yale and Jim Whitaker’s daughter, Carol Lara-
mee, to the Croquet Court.  Jack Yale gave a demon-
stration of how to play the game and then the match-
es began.—RE

Happenings
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Sunday was Regatta Day at Collington.  This 
year, five remote controlled model skip jacks were 
entered in the race, with the newest addition be-
ing Grant Bagley’s Heart’s Delight, which he built 
with the assistance of others in the  Woodshop 
crew.  Penny Vickery christened the boat with 
champagne prior to its launching.
   With ex-torpedoman Joe 

Sheffey manning the 
starting canon, the race 
got off to a good start un-
der mild gusts of wind on 
Collington Lake.  Heart’s 
Delight, captained by 
Karl Edler, took the lead 
and looked like a win-
ner until a gust sent it off 
course.  Captain Bill Cos-
grove’s Tradition slipped 

past and crossed the finish line first for it’s sec-
ond consecutive win.  Tradition placed second 
and Captain Herb Anderson’s Emma B was third.
   Memorial Day began with a barbecue lunch for 
residents with a delicious array of great food—
hamburgers. hot dogs, pulled pork, baked beans, 
potato salad, corn on the cob, and much more.  
After lunch, residents gathered in the Courtyard 
on a warm, sunny day for the traditional Memo-
rial Day Commemoration.
   A record number at-
tended.  Kay Laughton 
read the names of resi-
dents who died during 
the past year while resi-
dent the Reverend John 
Evans, offered prayer.  
In the Auditorium, resi-
dents viewed the Me-
morial Wall Mary-Ann 
Pellerin has caringly 
maintained, with each 
“brick” listing the name of a departed resident.
   After the service, the annual Strawberry Fes-
tival began with the dining staff offering a wide 
range of strawberry treats for residents to enjoy 
as Swamp Dog Clark and his band entertained 
with lively, foot-stomping music, bringing a joyful  
end to a wonderful extended weekend.—JKG

(See page 12 for more Spring into Summer 
photos.)

PAT KING HONORED AT CATHEDRAL
  On Tuesday, May 15 Pat King was among the 
honorees at a packed-to-the rafters celebratory 
event at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter and 
St. Paul in the City and Diocese of Washington 
(i.e., Washington National Cathedral).  The Holy 
Eucharist With a Liturgy for Senior Celebrations 
service took place at noon with Bishop Mariann 
(The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, 
Bishop of Washington) the celebrant and preach-
er.  The more than 50 honorees were recognized 
for the “contribution of older adults to their con-
gregations and communities…”  Pat  was cho-

sen by Collington 
as our honoree for 
this award.
   Appropriately, 
Pat has had a long 
and distinguished 
history on the Ca-
thedral “campus” 
having been Dean 
of Students for 10 
years in the Na-
tional Cathedral 
School for Girls 
and then getting 

a graduate degree in School Counseling which 
she put into effect during her next 10 years there.  
She developed many special programs for the 
lower grades, with a focus on “Educating the 
Whole Child.”  An annual Pat King Lecture hon-
ors this extraordinary woman.
   Pat tells of a recent visit for a hearing test where 
she ran into a mother with three daughters who 
are now students at the Cathedral School.  When 
she heard Pat’s name, the mother said “Oh my 
gosh!  We go to the Pat King Lecture every year!”
   Congratulations, Pat!—JBB

Clever Ideas Worth Knowing
Take your bananas apart when you get home 
from the store.  If you leave them connected 
at the stem, they ripen faster.

Cannoneer Joe 
Steffey—JKG

   John Evans
 Led Prayers—RE

Pat King has also been mentor 
to Kettering third grade stu-
dent Udi—RE
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I Remember
by Ruth Galaid

   It was a hot, muggy Saturday morning in New 
York City on July 28, 1945.  I was in the outer of-
fice of the Sunday Department of The New York 
Times transcribing dictation of the Sunday editor, 
Lester Markel.  Overtime pay as a copy girl/ste-
nographer added a few extra bucks to my mea-
ger salary, to be tucked away for college when 
the horrible war ended.  It wasn’t an easy time 
for a teenager in New York.  No social life.  Men 
of my age, 19, were being drafted and there was 
speculation of a Japanese air attack with the war 
in Europe ended.
   Suddenly the building shook with enough force 
to slide my typewriter along the desk.  Almost 
paralyzed with fear that a bombing was under-
way, I bolted into Markel’s office.  He was on the 
phones, one of them red, prefacing every “What 
do you mean you don’t know what hit us” with 
unprintable language, as bedlam reigned among 
the newsroom crew of writers and editors.
   Finally, after ten minutes, seemingly an eternity, 
the red phone rang with the news: a U.S. Army 
B-25 bomber had crashed into the Empire State 
building nine city blocks away.
   Who landed the story?  Not anyone on the pa-
per’s news staff, not the wire service but a Times 
telephone operator at her post at Lackawanna 
4-1000.  She literally plugged away at those 
jacks and cords and cables until she reached the 
source (think Ernestine, a.k.a. Lily Tomlin).
   When Markel and I had calmed down, I had 
the courage to ask: “Shouldn’t she get some kind 
of reward?”  Markel gave me his standard glare, 
then sat back in his big leather recliner and in an 
uncharacteristically quiet voice replied: “You bet, 
and nothing less than a $100 war bond.”  That, 
to me, earning $25 a week, was a well-deserved 
fortune.

Marietta            
by Sally Bucklee

Just five miles 
from the entrance 
to Collington stands 
Marietta, the 18th 
Century home of 
Gabriel Duvall, 
comptroller of the 
U.S. Treasury and 
later, a Supreme 
Court justice.  Born 
in 1752 on the 
same nearby prop-
erty his father and grandfather lived and died at, 
Duvall attended a country school in the neighbor-
hood and later studied law in Annapolis.  But his 
studies were interrupted by the American Revolu-
tion, in which he served as a private in the battles 
of Brandywine and Germantown.

In 1778, Duvall was admitted to the bar.  Nine 
years later---at age 35—he became a delegate to 
the Maryland State Legislature.  Next came his 
election to the U.S. Congress and service on the 
Electoral College, where he supported Thomas 
Jefferson as president.  The two men had come 
to know each other well while the Congress of the 
Confederation, precursor to the U.S. Congress, 
was forced to meet in Annapolis from 1783 to 84.  
Jefferson was often Duvall’s house guest for long 
periods.

In 1835, after 33 years as a Supreme Court Jus-
tice, Duvall retired.  He died in 1844 at Marietta.

Built about 1813, Marietta today is owned by 
the Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission (M-NCPPC) and is open the 
first Friday of each month for architectural and 
family history tours.  To reach Marietta, 5626 Bell 
Station Road, Glenn Dale, turn left onto Lottsford 
Rd.  At the third traffic light, turn left onto Md. 
Rte. 193, Enterprise Road.  Take the very first 
left turn after crossing Md. Rte. 450 and you will 
see Marietta ahead to your right.  Admission for 
seniors is $2.  Call 301-464-5291 for the current 
tour schedule.

Marietta—M-NCPPC
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  Let’s talk bugs this month.  We know about 
some beneficial bugs and we’re glad to have 
them.  The ladybug beetle (from China) was im-
ported to control aphids.  It does an excellent job 
and keeps many plants aphid-free.  The good 
and not-so-good, large praying mantis, also from 
China, eats lots of bugs as it grows up.  Once 
grown, however, it often hides under flowers to 
snatch butterflies and bumblebees.  And who 
doesn’t love our native firefly?  I’ve seen fields 
and yards with hundreds—even thousands—of    
fireflies on June evenings.  I learned not to mow 
the lawn just before they begin to fly.
   As to garden pests, potato bugs feed on po-
tato and tomato vines and eggplants.  If you spot 
those bright orange eggs on leaf undersides, you 
can prevent their spread.  Bean bugs and squash 
bugs also take a big toll.  Remove their egg clus-
ters from leaf undersides.  Japanese beetles and 
brown marmorated stink bugs are best caught in 
early morning by brushing them into a bucket of 
warm, soapy water where they eventually will die.
   Some stinging insects can be dangerous if you 
come too close to their nest.  If you can’t avoid 
the area where the nest is present, such as a 
yellow jacket nest in the ground, get professional 
help.  I’ve killed entire nests of yellow jackets by 
mixing malathion insecticide with honey, turning 
the container upside down in the hole and clos-
ing all other entry and exit routs.
   Ticks are not bugs but they are of concern to  
gardeners.  Four species live in Maryland: dog, 
wood, lone star and deer ticks.  These can bite 
you as adults or as tiny nymphs.  Most do not 
carry diseases, but how would one know?  Re-
move ticks as soon as discovered; if they haven’t 
fully attached, you are probably in no danger.  If 

they are full of your blood, you could be in some 
danger.  Three diseases are worrisome, lyme dis-
ease (deer ticks), spotted fever (lone star ticks) 
and a new, very serious erhrlichiosis (lone star 
and maybe others).  If you begin to get flu-like 
symptoms within a few days after a bite or if you 
notice a red bull’s eye surrounding the bite spot, 
get to a doctor ASAP.  If the spot itches like crazy 
with no other symptoms, you are probably safe.

It’s Time for Fireworks!
by Jim Giese

   While most Collington residents will be satisfied 
watching the Independence Day fireworks on the 
Mall on TV, some may wish to see them live and 
close up.  Here are three nearby choices.
   We plan to see them at Greenbelt as part of the 
city’s 75th Anniversary celebration.  Expected to 
be better than ever, the  display will be at Buddy 
Attick Park, 555 Crescent Road.  The Greenbelt 
Concert Band will give a free concert at 7 p.m. 
with the fireworks beginning at 9:15.  Bring your 
own chair or blanket and snacks (no alcohol) to 
watch them explode over Greenbelt Lake.  Get 
there early, as on-street parking in nearby neigh-
borhoods is at a premium.  There is handicap 
parking (see officer at park entrance).  For infor-
mation call us at 7330 or the city at 301-397-2208.
   Nearest to Collington are the fireworks at the 
City of Bowie’s Allen Pond Park, 3330 Northview 
Drive.  A 4:30 p.m. concert will feature the Rea-
gan Years.  Like Greenbelt, parking is a problem.  
Call 301-809-3011.
   For ample parking and a reserved seat, the 
Bowie Bay Sox plays Hartford in Prince George’s 
County Stadium, 4101 Crain Highway, Bowie 
(301-464-4865) in a game beginning at 6:05 
p.m. with post-game “Red, White and Boom” fire-
works.  There also will be fireworks after other 
weekend home games.
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by Frances Kolarek

    On arriving at Collington, John Geron lost no 
time getting involved.  He is getting Collington 
veterans involved in an oral history project that 
collects and preserves in the Library of Congress 
not only oral histories but documentary materials 
such as letters, diaries, maps, photos and mov-
ies of America’s veterans.
   John began to collect the names of Collington’s 
veterans and has now assembled a list of 57.  He 
wrote a note to each one on the list urging him 
or her to get in touch with the College Park Avia-
tion Museum, which cooperates with the project.  
There, an experienced interviewer listens and 
asks intelligent questions of veterans about their 
experiences with the military since the days of 
World War II.
   Expecting no more than three or four respons-
es, John has been delighted to discover that six 
veterans have signed up for the project. In view 
of this interest, the interviewer plans to bring her 
equipment to Collington for the interviews.  John 
hopes that this added convenience will induce 
still more veterans to step up.

l   

This from Judith Shaw, our House Punster: After 
hearing the excellent Rockville Brass Band play 
a piece that included an off-key fog horn, Judith 
wonders when a composer will create a Ballet for 
Shoehorn and an Explosive March for Powder 
Horn.

l

  Brownie Amman was the first person to actually 
move in to Collington and spend the night here in 
April 1988.  As a women  alone, she was given 

special  attention by  Security, whose staff 
members had been instructed to check on her 
throughout the night with some regularity. 
   At some point in her life Brownie had been on a 
big game hunt safari in Kenya and brought down 
a Grant’s gazelle and a dik-dik (crossword puzzle 
fans know this is a small antelope).  Their stuffed 
heads were hanging on her walls at cottage 1012 
as her trophies. 
   One Security staff member, calling by to check 
on her welfare, looked at the mounted heads and 
asked if her husband had been the hunter.  When 
he learned that, no, Brownie, herself, had shot 
the animals, he pronounced her a most unlikely 
candidate for special attention from our Security 
staff.

l

 The late Earl and Helen Bellman, pioneers, cel-
ebrated their 72nd wedding anniversary here in 
1998, with Helen proudly showing off the hand-
made Valentine Earl gave before their marriage.
   Vic James, a recent arrival, remembers grow-
ing up on the same block of Amherst Street in 
College Park with the Bellman family  He was 
close friends with their children and recalls with 
nostalgia sledding on a nearby hill. 
   He is acquainted with Helen’s musical back-
ground. and credits her with composing the mu-
sic to the Collington Hymn with words by Bob 
Miller.  Helen also wrote the words and music to 
another song paying homage to Collington.
   She was often the winner of the Spelling Bee, 
suffering her first defeat to then resident Elliot 
Richardson, former head of four different Cabi-
net departments and Ambassador to Britain.

l

Answers to Who Am I?  1.  Herb Anderson, 2. 
Anne Stone, 3. Ernie Blake.     Did you get all 
three?  Better luck next month. 

l

   Question:  What if the Hokey Pokey really is 
what it’s all about?

Chatter Box
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Residents Visit Gallery and Gardens
by Martha Wilder

Residents enjoyed 
a trip to the National 
Gallery of Art and the 
U.S. Botanic Gardens 
on April 25 in conjunc-
tion with the Cherry 
Blossom Festival.  On 
display at the Gallery 
were the seldom seen, 

incredibly realistic paintings of birds and flowers by 
the Japanese  artist,  Ito Jakuchu (1716-1800).  The 
paintings seemed to have an almost three dimen-
sional quality about them.  By comparison, Audu-
bon's  famous prints are pale and lifeless.  It was not 
surprising to learn that the gallery's gift shop sold out 
of the show's catalog in three days!
   Continuing the Japanese theme, a vermillion To-
rii gate greeted visitors to the Botanic Garden Con-
servatory.  Featured were orchids from Japan and 
around the world.  A typical Japanese  garden, with 
its carefully sculptured trees and inviting paths, was 
also constructed in the conservatory.  Outside in the 
adjoining  National Garden,  the  shrub roses were in 
full bloom.  Opened in the Fall of 2008, this garden 
has become a wonderful reference for mid-Atlantic  
gardeners and a favorite  attraction of many Colling-
tonians.

Go See It!—The Synetic Theater
by Margot Starr Kernan

   Poor mad King Lear enters, riding a child's tiny trike; 
a yellow balloon tied to the handlebars.  He gets off 
the seat, and embraces his conveyance, lovingly 
stroking it as if it were his royal steed.  Suddenly the 
balloon pops.  Lear begins weeping uncontrollably 
and exits, his shoulders shaking with sobs.
   This is one scene from the recent "Silent Shake-
speare" production of King Lear, by the brilliant Syn-
etic Theater, a group that Paata and Irina Tskurishvili 
have brought from Tbilisi, Georgia, to our neck of the 

woods.  You can take the Blue Line to see this com-
pany operating at Arlington's Crystal City Theatre. 
   Their productions are fabulous, and "Silent Shake-
speare" is one of their specialties.  It is not "Theater 
for the Deaf'," but rather an inventive and accessible 
mixture of original music, acrobatics, stunning set de-
sign, and dance.  Last season they gained 14 Helen 
Hayes nominations and won four awards (all for King 
Lear)
   And Silent Shakespeare isn't their only accomplish-
ment.  They reinterpret other classics, too.  Their next 
season, begins on September 20 with Jekyll and 
Hyde and continues with A Trip To the Moon, The 
Tempest and Three Musketeers.

  Information: Synetic Theatre box-office: 800-
494-8497.  Website: www.synetictheater.org 

Just Looking About
by Jeanne Gart

 Visitors to Chuck Dell’s apartment are quick to no-
tice the beautiful wood sculpture on his coffee table.  
He explains that his son Jim made it when he was a 
college student.
   Challenged by his art teacher to “do something 
original,” he produced this unusual piece.  It is made 
of several different woods and can be viewed from 
many different angles.  Just as the viewer thinks that 
he knows what it looks like, a turn gives a completely 
different picture.  Jim is now an art teacher and is 
probably inspiring his students to produce “some-
thing original.”

Janet Kozera and orchids 
—MW

Wood Sculpture by James Dell—RE



Spring Into Summer

First row from left: at the Regatta, Bill Cosgrove’s “Tradition” wins; 
Penny Vickery and Grant Bagley christen “Heart’s Delight,”; and Bill 
Wilson presents colors.  Second row: at the Fashion Show, Dora 
Halton sports an OO Shop outfit; model Ernie Blake is ready for golf; 
and Barbara Allen provides commentary.  Third row: on Memorial Day, 
Kay Laughton reads names at the service; at the Strawberry Festival, 
band leader Swamp Dog Clark; and Margot Starr Kernan enjoys the 
music.  Fourth row: One of Strawberry Festival centerpieces created by 
Pat King.  Photos by Bob Elkin, except christening photo by Jim Giese 
and Wilson photo by Ken Burton.


