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  On May 2 and 3, over 100 volunteers helped 
fix-up, clean-up and paint-up Collington dur-
ing Refreshing Collington, our spring spruce-up 
event, according to Karen Cheney, chief of ad-
ministration.  Among the volunteers was a group 
of 23 from Kendal Corporate Headquarters, who 
traveled from Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, to 
help accomplish the many tasks set forth by our 
executive director, Marvell Adams.  Leading the 
Kendal contingent was Kendal President John 
Diffey, who worked with Adams to clean base-
boards in the security corridor.  Another group of 
participants were from Kendal affiliate Barclay 
Friends Community.
   Collington staff, four Collington board members 
and many able residents also joined in the effort.  
Cheney said her sign-up list totaled 87 but that 
there  were many others who  pitched in as  well.  

  Some Collington residents participated in dis-
trict organized efforts while others simply did 
needed tasks in and about their homes.   Adams 
had compiled a list of 87 tasks.  They included 
painting railings, sign posts and support posts for 
carports and walkway roof covers, planting trees 
and shrubs, cleaning doors, windows, handrails 
and baseboards, washing Collington vehicles, 
powerwashing walkways and the Clock Tower 
courtyard, stripping and waxing floors and pick-
ing up trash in the common areas and parking 
lots.
   Cheney said that 42 listed projects were com-
pleted.  Also, six trees and numerous shrubs 
were planted, two beside each entrance and di-
rectional sign, as well as weeding and other gar-
dening.  Also, fire hydrants throughout the cam-
pus were repainted.  —JKG

Volunteers Swarm over Campus to Refresh Its Look

Below:  Some of the volunteers, including many from Kendal, who participated 
in Refreshing Collington.  —RE  (For more photos see page 6)
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The Civil War Nearby

  A pamphlet, Battle Lines, Prince George’s 
County in the Civil War, financed by the Mary-
land Heritage Areas Association, offers a brief 
account of this county’s involvement in the Civil 
War.  Of particular interest are three accounts 
that partly took place near our Collington.
   At that time, the county was primarily agricultur-
al, with tobacco being the major crop and many 
farms utilizing slave labor.  The county’s sym-
pathies were primarily with the South.  To keep 
Washington open to the North, Union troops as-
sured safe transport and prevented Maryland 
from joining the Confederacy.
   Laurel, then Laurel Factory, had a large cotton 
mill established by the Snowden family.  To keep 
open the Baltimore and Ohio rail line to Washing-
ton, Union troops occupied the factory.  Nicho-
las Snowden joined the Confederacy  and was 
killed in the Battle of Fort Republic in Harrison-
burg, Virginia, in 1862.  Some of the mill build-
ings still remain near Main Street west of Balti-
more Boulevard (U. S. 1).  Montpelier mansion, 
the Snowden home, is now an historic house and 
its barn a county art center.
   During the Civil War, the old town of Bowie was 
known as Collington.  Walter “Wat” Bowie of Wil-
low Grove Plantation at Collington was a famous 
Confederate spy.  Captain Bowie was captured 
and escaped twice from Union forces.  In Octo-
ber 1864, he led a failed attempt to kidnap the 
Governor of Maryland.  Pursued by a posse to 
Rockville, he was killed by a shot in the face.  He 
is now buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery off Green-
belt Road (Md. 193) in Glenn Dale.  Old Bowie is 
just a short distance to the northeast on Lanham-
Severn Road (Md. 564).
   Emily Plummer was a house slave at Three Sis-
ters, a plantation in the vicinity of Lanham.  She 
and her husband, Adam, a slave at Riversdale 

plantation, planned to escape to Canada, but a 
favorite aunt turned her in.  Emily and her three 
children were sold to a new master at Meridian 
Hill in Washington.  Upon being freed during the 
war, the family was reunited, settling in the area 
of Edmonston and Hyattsville  Adam became 
foreman at Riversdale.  Once the home of the 
Calvert family, Riversdale mansion in Riverdale 
Park is now a house museum open to the public.  
JKG
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Elsie Wallace, Extraordinary Tailor
By Margaret Bagley

   Elsie Wallace said, “I remember the first gar-
ment from a store I wore.”  
All her clothes from inside 
out including coats had 
been made by her mother 
before.  Her grandmother 
sewed as well.  Women of 
a certain age, Elsie’s age 
remaining a private fact, 
often share this common 
memory—a need or de-
sire to “sew to save”, to 
express creativity as well 
as clothe their families 
out of necessity.
   Not surprising then is her admission that her 
mother was her inspiration and role model.  
The talent and commitment to sew, including,a 
still very active love of fabrics, has been woven 
throughout her life, and remains intact today.
   Caring for others, first her mother, then  her 
mother in law in her home speaks, to the values 
which underpin Elsie’s personality.  Elsie, who 
had no siblings  or children of her own, took in-
terest in others instead.  In addition to devotion 
to a favorite aunt, she has given of her time to 
nourishing children and young people in a Wash-
ington church over some sixty years.  Her ability 
to truly connect with others has made her a valu-
able church member.
   Elsie had visited a dear friend at Collington, 
at first in good health, then in decline, until she 
died.  In Elsie’s mind, the non-nursing home at-
mosphere here was a winning element in her 
own decision to move to Collington.  The com-
bination of “caring care” coupled with dignity for 
the individual was what she sought for herself, 
that kind of care that she had given others in her 
own home.
   Originally from North Carolina, Elsie came to 
the Washington, D.C., area in 1945.  She an-
swered an ad in the paper for a “tailoress” placed 

by an English gentleman newly arrived.  A tai-
lor himself, he must have been delighted with 
Elsie’s expertise.  The shop where she worked 
was involved with military wear and all kinds of 
hand- ade day and evening wear.  As her expres-
sive hands demonstrated, their skillful touch was 
needed to sew the extensive braid work and oth-
er special touches required  to indicate rank and 
branch of service for some uniforms and formal 
wear, some done for nationals from other coun-
tries.  That skill was matched by her capable ap-
proach to solving any assignment difficulty.  This 
particular job lasted twelve years.
   She then moved to the federal government be-
fore retiring.  Elsie continued to tailor-make by 
hand clothes for embassy and state department 
employees. She also helped make the jumpsuits 
worn by the first men in space.
   Her husband, who died several years ago, 
worked for the Department of the Interior.  They 
had traveled extensively, though Elsie declined 
to name a special trip or destination as a favorite.  
Undoubtedly the couple had that enviable abil-
ity to enjoy each other’s company no matter how 
long or short the journey.
   When she moved from her home in Washing-
ton, she left a basement full of memories and ma-
terial.  She disposed of the raw materials of cre-
ations she didn’t have time to finish.  Most of the 
bolts of beauty were donated to organizations, so 
that nothing was wasted.
   She arrived at Collington with only a pressing 
machine.  At present, she is on the lookout for a 
small portable sewing machine.  Asked about a 
favorite item in her apartment, she told of a box 
of sewing trophies that she would like to see dis-
played in her home.
   And a further note—this fascinating woman is 
most assuredly not interested in blowing her own 
horn.  For her, privacy and dignity are a faithfully 
exercised motto, a belief she still lives out at Col-
lington.

Elsie Wallace
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Health Issues Assail South Africa
by Robert Elkin
   
Despite the euphoria of its first democratic elec-
tions in 1994 and the election of Nelson Mandela, 
along with a progressive constitution adopted in 
1996, South Africa struggles with issues of health 
and gaps in access to good water, according to 
Marcia Wright, Professor of History Emeritus of 
Columbia University speaking at Collington un-
der sponsorship of the Speakers Committee.  In 
comparison with the high-rise office buildings 
of Capetown, the country houses some of the 
world’s poorest regions.
   Although South Africa’s $10,000 income per 
capita places it in the middle of a world scale, 
its unemployment rate is estimated at 24.2%.  
Wealth and poverty are unevenly distributed 
among the country’s nine provinces with only 7% 
living below the poverty level in Gauteng Prov-
ince while 33% or 34% are below the poverty 
level in two other provinces.
   While income from minerals and industry con-
tinues to increase in South Africa, a considerable 
portion of the population exists on $1.00 per day 
as compared with the nation’s minimum wage of 
$2.50 per day.  The government has slowly been 
making progress through the maintenance of 
health centers and, increasingly, applying medi-
cation to slow the transmittal of HIV from mother 
to newborn infant.  The extent of the problems 
stress the resources of this moderately wealthy 
country.

We Meet Neighbor Jeanne Barnett
by Jim Giese

    For someone with as full and interesting a life 
as Jeanne Barnett, the one hour allotted to the 
Know Your Neighbor program on April 20 was not 

nearly enough time.  Jeanne was born in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, the daughter of missionaries.  She 
grew up in Cairo, Egypt where her father, John 

Badeau, was a member of 
the faculty and president of 
the American University of 
Cairo.  
   As a teenager, she and a 
friend roamed the city alone 
and unafraid.  With a pas-
sion for Islamic architecture, 
her father took her on many 
excursions to mosques.  
While there were frequent 
demonstrations against the 

British outside their windows in Tahrir Square, 
they were never concerned for themselves.
   In America, she obtained a Masters Degree 
in Women’s Study.  That interest led her to be 
involved in a number of demonstrations.
   In the summer of 1953, Jeanne had a whirlwind 
romance with Doak Barnett, with “few dates” be-
fore he returned to Hong Kong, China where 
he was a reporter for the American Universities 
Field Staff.  In 1954, she went to Hong Kong and 
married him.  Doak became a leading authority 
on China, wrote numerous books about it, was 
a frequent adviser to the U.S. State Department, 
and became a professor at the John Hopkins Ni-
tze School of Advanced International Studies un-
til his retirement.  He died in 1999.  They raised 
three children.
   Jeanne has led numerous women’s delega-
tions to  China and South Africa.  In 1988, as 
President of the Board of World Ministries for the 
United Church of Christ (UCC) she led a lead-
ership group of 25 to South Africa, a country in 
the UCC’s mission field.  Not permitted entry at a 
time the country was in upheaval over apartheid, 
the delegation met with South Africans in Bo-
tswana, including future president, Thabo Mbeki.
   She organized her first trip for women to China 
in 1978 where they interviewed various persons.  
She did trips there almost every year through 
1999.  She found interviews with peasants and 
factory workers to be more enlightening than 
with VIPs.

Happenings

Jeanne Barnett



May 2012 The Collingtonian 5

   In retirement, Jeanne volunteers as a docent, 
leading groups through the Textile Museum.  She 
also has an active interest in the Institute of Cur-
rent World Affairs which provides fellowships to 
students to study abroad and write newsletters, 
thereby providing a similar springboard to what 
her husband had.

Garden Committee Holds Plant Sale

   On four Saturday mornings in April and ear-
ly May, high spirited residents purchased their 
spring bedding plants from the Garden Commit-
tee’s Greenhouse Plant Sale (see photos, p.12).  
Yellow and orange marigolds brightened the 
sales tables along with tomatoes and herbs for 
the first week.  By the second week, begonias, 
petunias, and geraniums were added.
   Members of the committee served as salesper-
sons and kept the tables filled with new plants 
as residents carried off their purchases, accord-
ing to Elisabeth FitzHugh, chair of the commit-
tee..  Committee members also re-potted the 
original seedlings purchased from a nursery in 
flats of 280.  Bill Preston and David Goodkind 
supervised the temperature in the greenhouse 
and watered the plants as they grew.  David also 
managed the herb plantings.—RE

Knudsen Art Graces Our Corridors
by Gloria Ericson

   Although that lovely “Wintery Mix” display of 
winter scenes in the Library corridor has now 
been taken down, mention might still be made 
that two of the paintings were by one of our own 
residents, Shirley Knudsen.  The two American 
flags bravely waving above the heaped snow 
of a window box were painted from life from her 
own house deck in Upper Marlboro.  The paint-
ing that hung next to it of a small town main street 
was also by Shirley.  The interesting back story 
on that one is that it was based on a summer 
newspaper photograph, but Shirley removed the 
people sauntering around in shorts and made it 

into a winter scene.
   She no longer paints or sculpts because of vi-
sion and “shaky-hand” problems. But in her hey-
day she won many awards, one of them being 
First Prize at the Air Force Eastern Seaboard Art 
Show in the 90’s.  Also, Prince George’s Com-
munity College, where she has taken art cours-
es, purchased paintings of hers for the college’s 
permanent collection.
   Collington has its own “Permanent Collection,” 
which includes other paintings of Shirley’s.  Two 
of them are hung in the alternative entrance to 
the dining room at the end of the Auditorium cor-
ridor.  One depicts a fresh-caught red snapper 
awaiting its filleting by the nearby knife.  A halved 
lemon is at the ready to do its part in the upcom-
ing feast.  The other is of a clutch of bright red 
tomatoes still on the vine and tumbling out of an 
old-fashioned blue-and-white enameled pan.  In 
the background there is vinegar in an antique 
bottle and oil in a squat pitcher.  In the foreground 
a couple of garlic bulbs, still in their shaggy paper 
coats, loll about.
   In the alcove just outside this entrance are four 
other small paintings by Shirley. One depicts 
apples spilling out of a split brown paper bag.  
Another is of pears; one of them already pared.  
A third painting portrays intensely purple onions 
and the fourth is a study of that staple of carni-
vals, candy apples.  
   Although Shirley has done other types of paint-
ing, still lifes are her specialty and these last two 
paintings really exhibit her ability to capture tex-
ture; an observer can practically hear the rustle 
of the paper-thin onion skins and in the candy 
apple painting, the contrast between the juicy 
white flesh of the apple and the surrounding brit-
tle red taffy is startling.
   We in Collington are lucky to have so many 
residents who are talented and willing to share 
the fruits of their labor with us.
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Collingtonians in Color

Refreshing Collington, May 1 and 2

Miller “Pete” Peterson used a broom and brush and 
Herb Anderson a hand-truck at the Woodshop—RE

Board  Member Mary Kirkeby and Ria Hawkins weed 
a temporarily vacant cottage garden.—RE

Take Me Out to the Ballpark

This happy bunch enjoyed a Baysox baseball game 
in Bowie.  Standing, from the left, Sue and Larry 
Harris who arranged the event, Buck Astone, Vic 
James, and Herb Stone. Seated, from the left, Pete 
Peterson, Maja Keech, and Ron Blackman.—RE

Kendal IT Director Ted Kirkpatrick and Collington 
Fitness Manager Tony Harris planted trees.—RE

At the 3000 District Cottages Lynn Bernstein 
cleaned waiting chairs for buses and Jim Whitaker 
fixed a minor drainage problem.—JKG

Executive Director Marvell Adams cleaned base-
boards and Chief of Administration Karen Cheney 
cleaned windows—RE
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Just Looking About
by Jeanne Gart

   

  

  

  Collington birds are lucky.  Many of our resi-
dents maintain feeders in their yards.  Outstand-
ing is the one pictured here, which is in the yard 
of Mary Grace Kovar and Earl Pollack.  It is a 
weather vane holding several containers for bird 
food, and topped by an eagle with widespread 
wings.  Mary Grace says that they have had the 
feeder so long that she has forgotten where they 
obtained it.  Near the feeder is a small ornamen-
tal pool where the birds can drink and enjoy a 
dip on a hot summer day.  Goldfinches, as well 
as many other species, have quickly adopted the 
feeder and visit on a daily basis.

A Non-profile of a Modest Pioneer
by Frances Kolarek

  Marian Schubauer, a pioneer, who came to Col-
lington with her late husband, Galen, may well be 
our most self-effacing resident.  In her late 90s, 
she is the only member of the Class of 1988 who 
refuses to be interviewed for a profile in The Col-
lingtonian.
   She is a talented bridge player and walks back 
and forth to the Creighton Center from her cot-
tage in the 1200 cluster often more than once 
a day, with no apparent effort.  She is computer 
literate and handy with her digital camera, hav-

ing supplied The Collingtonian with numerous 
pictures such as deer in her backyard or trees 
flowering along the perimeter road.
   Recently she has joined our staff, creating the 
“Who Am I” feature, which involves a good deal 
of persistent leg work to run down photographs.  
She wrote the profile of Margaret Martin in this 
issue (p. 8).
   She is consistently hostess at a table for six or 
eight during the dinner hour where friends, new-
comers or the lonely find a welcome and com-
panionship.  She has developed a wide acquain-
tance among our residents.  Modest to a fault, 
Marian in her quiet way, contributes the kind of 
neighborliness that often goes unmarked in a 
community this size.
   Thank you, Marian.

Historic Greenbelt Tour

  On May 9, 18 residents toured the historic 
planned community of Greenbelt built during the 
Roosevelt New Deal Administration, now cel-
ebrating its 75th anniversary.  Here are most of 
them in front of the Mother and Child statue in 
the town center.—JKG

Eagle weather vane bird feeder—RE
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Margaret Martin, Centenarian
by Marian Schubauer

   Margaret’s arrival at Collington was a breath 
of fresh air.  She had retired from her long ser-
vice with the government and because her good 
friends and neighbors in Arlingron were com-
ing to Collington, she decided to join 
them.  (Her plan was to spend her 
summers at her cottage bordering 
lake Dunmore, Vermont.)
   She no sooner arrived than she 
jumped right into the work of planning 
for the present and future Collington.  
Because she was trained as an econo-
mist, she was asked to join the Fiscal 
Review Committee, of which she was 
chair for many years.  She was sec-
retary to the Activities Committee and 
continued to engage in activities befitting her abili-
ties and age.  She made good use of the pool and 
fitness room.  After serving as vice-president of 
the Residents Association, she became president.
   Here we saw her organizational ability.  She 
believed the by-laws needed changing to befit 
the enlargement of Collington and the need to 
help new residents enjoy and contribute to the 
community.  The Speakers Committee was her 
idea, so that we could connect with the outside 
world and they with us.  The Know Your Neigh-
bor feature was also Margaret’s idea.  She  re-
cently wrote an article on how she has changed 
her goals as she has aged (see November Col-
lingtonian).
   Margaret gave to Collington the beautiful Bibli-
cal Mother plates which are in a lighted corner 
cupboard in the first floor hallway of the apart-
ments.  She is also sharing with us the stunning 
metal object at the library entrance wall.  On the 
wall opposite the Ivy Room you will find two pho-
tographs of her.
   Her hobbies are bridge and classical music.  In 
the past she regularly attended performances of 

the National Symphony Orchestra, the Washing-
ton National Opera, the Prince George’s Philhar-
monic and other groups.
   Margaret celebrated her 100th birthday on 
May 6.  She was born in Yonkers, New York, in 
1912 and her early school years were spent at 
the Horace Mann Girl’s School, where she shone 

in mathematics.  She graduated from 
Barnard College, with Phi Beta Kappa 
honors.  Because jobs were scarce, 
she considered secretarial school but 
was instead advised to apply for gov-
ernment work.  She first did graduate 
work at Columbia University where 
she received her PhD in economics.
   The following year, she took a job 
with the Bureau of the Budget Divi-
sion of Statistical Standards, where 
she remained for thirty years.  She 

retired as assistant chief of the Statistical Policy 
Division.  In 1968, Margaret received the Direc-
tor of the Budget’s Exceptional Service Award for 
her work on a committee, established by Presi-
dent Kennedy’s to clear charges questioning the 
accuracy of the government’s employment and 
unemployment statistics.
   In 1978, she became executive director for the 
Committee on National Statistics of the Nation-
al Academy.  In 1980, she was president of the 
American Statistical Association and received 
the Founder’s Award in 1989, the first year it 
was given.  The A.S.A. also declared February 5, 
2005 as Margaret Martin Appreciation Day.
   The following quote from a niece shows anoth-
er side of Margaret’s life:  “In addition to her won-
derful contributions to statistics, Aunt Margaret 
is an amazing aunt, great aunt and great-great 
aunt.  She is adored and respected by her family.  
We have spent many hours with her, reading by 
the fire, making jigsaw puzzles and playing soli-
taire.  My older brother remembers rides in her 
convertible.  We all have many memories spent 
with her in her home in Virginia and cottage in 
Vermont.”

Margaret Martin
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Who Am I?
by Marian Schubauer

     Take a look at these early photos of cur-
rent residents and see if you can guess who they 
are, using the clues we’ve presented.  When you 
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.  
Have fun!

No. 1 enjoyed Irish céili dancing 
and often danced down the streets 
on St. Patrick’s Day, was the mar-
keting office supervisor for a uni-
versity adult education center and 
now helps the Flower Committee.

No. 2 was born in Pennsylvania 
near Philadelphia, worked in the 
State Department with postings in 
Vienna and Bonn and wants Col-
lington to “go green” with solar and 
geo-thermal energy generation.

No.3 was born in Manila, com-
manded a squadron in the WAACs 
in World War II and is in charge of 
Christmas morning parties in the 
Ivy Room for the Hospitality Com-
mittee.

Easy Eggs

   For fried eggs over easy or an omelet, use a 
small non-stick fry pan with a cover (many pot 
covers fit well enough), add eggs or omelet mix-
ture, season, cover and cook over medium-low 
heat.  Let cook covered, checking regularly, until 
cooked just right.  For omelet, add grated cheese 
or whatever on half and fold.  Otherwise no flip-
ping or stirring.  JKG

I Remember
by Bill McGhee

   My mother remembered that when she was 
a child she heard stories of a very old woman 
who worked for her family in South Carolina for 
many years. The most exciting was her account 
of seeing General George Washington. This was 
when he visited the family place during  his final 
tour of southern states at the close of his second 
term as President.  His visit was a great event 
with crowds attending a wonderful feast, which 
included roasted oxen.
  It has always seemed remarkable to me that so 
few generations separate us from the lifetime of 
the great heroes of our country. 

by Mary Witt

   I can never forget the horrifying moment when 
I witnessed an assassination. The date was Sep-
tember 6, 1966, and the place was Cape Town, 
South Africa.  The victim was Prime Minister H. 
F. Verwoerd.  He had been in office since 1958, 
and was considered the father of the concept of 
apartheid, the system of racial segregation in 
place in South Africa for many years.
  His  National party had just won re-election and 
was gathered in the House of Assembly to hear a 
major speech by their leader.  Many guests were 
seated in the balcony; I was one of them because 
my late husband was in the U.S. Foreign Service 
and was stationed there.
   Shortly after Verwoerd entered the assembly 
and took his seat, a man dressed as a messen-
ger approached him and, before anyone could 
react, stabbed him four times in the neck and 
chest.  The murderer escaped the death penalty 
on grounds of insanity and was imprisoned in-
definitely.    

  If you have a short, interesting remembrance, tell 
Jeanne Gart at ext. 7217.  Jeanne will type it for The 
Collingtonian.
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   Our own Faith Jackson’s son, Jeremy, a lead-
er in the study of the ecology and evolution of 
marine organisms, has been named the next 
recipient of the Darwin Medal.  The Royal So-
ciety recognizes his distinguished work in biol-
ogy.   Awarded every two years, only 64 individu-
als have been honored with the prize since 1890.  
Jeremy is the recently-retired Ritter Professor of 
Oceanography and Director of the Center for Ma-
rine Biodiversity and Conservation at the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography.

l

   Our last tally of who has the most great-grand 
children showed Mary Ellen Hines with 11.  But 
Martha and Chuck Smith have now brought the 
count up to 14.

l

   Lin Bailey, recently arrived in the Health Center 
as a therapeutic recreation manager, tells us that 
some 30 grandchildren of staff members and 
residents came to the Easter Egg Hunt.

l

  Ria Hawkins recently received a unique gift 
from her husband, a self portrait, handsomely 
framed.  Ted is a member of the Prince George’s. 
Community College art class held weekly in the 
Creative Arts room.

l

   Curt Bury, producer of our keepingupwithcolling-
ton.org web site, got a fan e-mail recently from a 
registered nurse, location unspecified. She wrote 
“it gave me a sense of the real community feel-
ing.” She mentioned Bob Elkin’s photographs, 
Sally Bucklee’s history, The Collingtonian, and 
Pat Battin’s Library Notes.  “It was a ;pleasure 

Chatter Box
to experience Collington through the eyes, ears 
and words of the residents,”she concluded. 

l 

  Members of The Kiwanis Club are planning to 
plant some flower beds at the Arbor for the enjoy-
ment of the residents.

l 

   John Geron has been collecting the names of 
Collington veterans and now has 50. He has sug-
gested to each that they participate in an oral his-
tory project being conducted at the College Park 
Aviation Museum.  After setting up an appoint-
ment, those participating will tell their stories, 
which the Library of Congress will collect and 
preserve. The number to call is 301-864-6029.

l

   Gail Kohn, Collington’s first executive director, 
recently paid a visit here.  It was thanks to Gail, 
that we included the Arbor in our expansion of 
some 10 years ago.  Gail visited the facility and 
we believe, was pleased to see it so successful.   
Kay Laughton, whose husband, Robert, is a resi-
dent, roundly praised it to Gail.

l

Lois Levy was proudly announcing that her son, 
James, had composed a Passion Requiem, 
which had its world premier this month in the 
Rockville Civic Center.

l

   Residents of the Arbor recently enjoyed a hit 
show by an expert in toy balloon technology who  
blew up balloons and twisted them into animals 
with tails, legs, snouts.

l

Answers to Who Am I?  1. Bernina Giese, 
2. Peter Pfund, 3. Mary Witt.  Did you get all 
three?   Better luck next month.
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Spring into Summer Begins May 24
by Frances Kolarek and Margaret Bagley   
  Kay Laughton, Hospitality Committee chair, 
tells us that this year's Spring Into Summer fes-
tivities will include both traditional events, like the 
Regatta and Strawberry Festival, plus new fea-
tures.  Activities and operating committees will 
show their colors at a Committee Carnival.  On 
Memorial Day, we will honor Collington’s veter-
ans at a ceremony concluding with taps.
   The program stands as follows: Thursday, May 
24, Game Night featuring Bingo with Ardyce 
Asire and Charades directed by Bill and Nancy 
McGhee; Friday afternoon, May 25, the Commit-
tee Carnival will show us how much fun we can 
have participating in committee activities; Sat-
urday, May 26, Carol Kempske and friends will 
bring a fashion show; and on Sunday, May 27, 
Regatta Day.
   On Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, Dining 
Services will bring us a midday barbecue.  The 
Memorial Day observance will follow.  The 
Swamp Dog Clark Band will then entertain us. 
The Strawberry Festival will conclude the event 
with berries, whipped cream and chocolate; re-
wards we all deserve.
   Opportunities for resident participation in this 
week’s events abound.  Please let Kay, or the 
person in charge of a specific event, know that 
you are willing to help out.

*  *  *  *  *
   Ships ahoy!  Or in our case, here at Collin-
gton, it's skip jacks ahoy!  We will hold our an-
nual Collington Regatta, with all the trimmings, 
on Sunday, May 27.  If you attended last year, be 
assured that this year’s celebration will not dis-
appoint.  Bring a hat, possibly a fan and a cam-
era or binoculars.
    There will be five skip jacks entered in the race, 
four of which appeared last year: Eva J,  belong-
ing to Jack Yale; Priscilla Ruth, new last year, 
crafted by Chris Cobb; Bill Cosgrove's red- sailed 
beauty, Tradition; and Herb Anderson’s entry, the  
Emma B.  There will be a new entry this year.  
Made by our resident prez, Grant Bagley, it will 
be piloted by Karl Edler.  As we go to press, the 
boat, which will have a grey sail and Collington’s 
deep red trim, is un-christened.  

 “Keep on producing!”  That's the phrase we use 
for garden plants that go the distance.  Here are 
some.
   Fruits:  For here, there are only three small 
fruits with varieties that keep on producing.  Cer-
tain raspberry varieties produce a good crop in 
late spring and a fall crop for one to two months.  
Southern rabbit-eye blueberries can produce 
cascades of fruit from July through October.  
Everbearing strawberries produce from May 
through October.
   Vegetables:  With okra, you can almost harvest 
every day from July until frost.  Bell peppers can 
produce occasional fruits all  summer.  Healthy 
tomato plants produce from July until frost, but the 
vines become extensive.  Swiss chard produces 
leaves to harvest from late summer through fall, 
occasionally in winter, and again in spring.
   Flowers:  Our popular bedding plants—dwarf 
marigolds, zinnias, annual vincas, petunias, im-
patiens, geraniums and begonias—just keep on 
blooming all summer and fall.  Pansies bloom all 
fall, winter and spring.  Bigger plants also qualify, 
like cosmos, tall zinnias and marigolds, but be 
prepared for plants six or more feet tall.
   Trees and shrubs:  Abelia has small pink-white 
blooms all season.  There are occasional big, 
fragrant, cream-white blooms on southern mag-
nolias.  And the spectacular crepe myrtle trees 
bloom for  long periods in the summer and fall 
with red, pink, lavender and white blossoms.



Spring Plant Sale

For four Saturday mornings, April 21 to 
May 12, the Garden Committee sold plants 
they had grown in the greenhouse.  Top row 
photos, from left: Anna Shea; Hilda Jay chats 
with David Goodkind and Bill Preston; and 
Samuel Meyers.  Second row: Jim Whitaker 
and daughter Carol; Anne Novotsky takes 
away four flats; and Pat Pritz.  Third row: 
Chuck Dell with son, Jim, and wife, Kathi; 
Hannah MacMartin.  Bottom row: Agnes 
Hatfield and Evelyn Colbert; Easton Pool.  
Photos by Robert Elkin except Dell group 
and  Hatfield-Colbert photos by Elsie Seetoo. 


