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an extraordinary partnership 
between Booker T. Washington of 
the Tuskegee Institute and Julius 
Rosenwald, President of Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., nearly 5,000 
schools for African-American 
children were built in 15 southern 
states between 1917 and 1931. 
The Rosenwald Foundation 
provided seed money for the 
schools, and local communities 
had to provide matching funds 
through tax revenue and 
donations. Alumni include the poet 
Maya Angelou, Rep. John Lewis 
and Washington Post columnist 

Eugene Robinson. 
Colored School No.1 in Election District 

13 opened in 1927, one of 156 Rosenwald 
schools built in Maryland and one of 27 in Prince 
George’s County. Located on land once owned 
by Mildred Gray’s mother, it quickly became 
known as the Ridgeley School. (The spelling of 
Ridgeley varies.)

Just off busy Central Avenue 
in Capitol Heights is a vestige of 
Prince George’s County’s – and 
America’s – African-American 
educational legacy. Long-time 
Collington resident Mildred Gray is 
an integral part of that legacy. 

The national theme for Black 
History Month, February 2017, is 
“The Crisis in Black Education.” 
Delores Hawkins, Collington’s 
Black History Month organizer, 
has refined the focus: “Crisis to 
Hope in Black Education.” As she 
perceives it, “Education comes in 
many forms and fashions; there 
are many ways in which we overcame.” 

After the Civil War, Mildred Ridgley Gray’s 
ancestors settled along what is now Central 
Avenue in Capitol Heights. Ms. Gray’s 
grandfather developed a tobacco farm, and the 
Ridgley Methodist Episcopal Church and school 
were built and named in his honor. 

The deeply segregated South offered minimal 
educational opportunity for blacks. Through 

Black History Month
A Collington Resident’s Legacy

by Peggy Latimer

see Legacy, p. 2

Mildred Gray.   

Photo by Peggy Latimer.
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Legacy from p. 1

Ridgley Rosenwald School.  Photo by Prince George’s 
Department of Parks and Recreation.

Mildred Gray 
attended Ridgeley. She 
received a teaching 
certificate at Bowie 
State College and 
taught at a one-room 
school in Sharpersville. 
After Brown v. Board 
of Education brought 
desegregation, she 
served as principal at 
the Ridgeley Center for children with special 
needs. It later became the office for a school 
bus storage facility. The school had seen better 
days.

In 2011 the building reopened as a museum, 
its restoration made possible through a public 
and private fundraising drive spearheaded 
by Ms. Gray. Today, the Ridgeley Rosenwald 
School is operated by Prince George’s County 
Department of Parks and Recreation in 
partnership with the county’s Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and is open 
by appointment. 

Other Collington residents have connections 
to the county’s African-American educational 
heritage. In 1972, after serving as principal 
of Fairmont Heights High School and in 
school administrative positions, G. James 
Gholson was appointed Special Assistant to 
the Superintendent for Desegregation, in an 
effort to overcome the county’s long reluctance 
to integrate. Gholson sat on the Collington 
Board during its formative years. He moved 
here in 1996 and passed away in 2006. And 
recent arrival Mary Godfrey was Director of the 
county’s Department of Parks and Recreation, 

which oversees the 
Ridgeley Rosenwald 
School.

Mildred Gray has 
received many honors, 
from, among others, 
the Prince George’s 
County NAACP chapter 
and Preservation 
Maryland. The most 
recent tribute, in 2016, 
epitomizes both Mildred 

Gray’s inspiration and perseverance: a Service 
Award from the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority “in 
recognition and appreciation for the outstanding 
and dedicated service ... You were instrumental 
in making our state and county representatives 
aware of the significance of the Ridgeley School 
renovation project.” 
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Ms. and Mr. Collington Go To Washington
By Pat Bozeman

Editor’s Note: The 

Collingtonian normally 

avoids political content.  

However, the Jan. 21 

Women’s March on 
Washington attracted the 

participation of about 10 

percent of Collington’s 
independent residents. 

That’s worthy of attention.   
At the same time, we 

recognize that Collington’s 
diversity extends to political 

views.  We welcome 

submissions from those 

with different opinions.

No sooner had the Women’s March on 
Washington been announced than a goodly 
number of residents began plans to take part.

Participation took several forms. Members of 
the Knitting and Crocheting Group swung into 
action, as did many others, creating pink pussy 
hats. It’s estimated that thirty to forty hats were 
created for Collington marchers, as well as their 
friends and relatives.  Drivers to and from the 
Largo Metro station were coordinated by Jessica 
Milstead.  In addition, a number of residents 
made their own way to the District and back. 

Laurie Cobb arranged a poster-making party 
in the Creative Arts Room. A number of women 
availed themselves of this opportunity, coming 
up with signs that ranged from the humorous to 
the pithy. On the day of the March, Kay Laughton 
led a session of non-religious reflection in the 
Interfaith Chapel to honor those taking part in the 
Washington event.

More than thirty women and men from 
Collington made their way to Washington to 
be part of Women’s March. All agreed they 
were happy to have participated, despite the 
discomfort of packed Metro cars and station 
closings, the often lengthy process of exiting 
Metro stations filled to capacity with people, and 
the tightly-packed crowds around the Mall and 
surrounding streets.

A complete list of names 
of Collington participants 
hasn’t been compiled, 
although efforts are 
under way to fill that gap, 
with the goal of creating 
a permanent record of 
Collington’s part in the 
Women’s March on 
Washington. 

Following are the 
impressions of some of 
those who made the trip to 
Washington: 

Dorothy Yuan -- What 
impressed me most was the cordiality of the 
participants. Even under circumstances where 
everyone was stepping on each other’s toes, no 
one became belligerent. That’s probably why 
there were no injuries, no police action, and 
no stampede, even when crowds were moving 
towards each other.

Nancy Long -- I want to thank Mr. Trump…
for bringing me and thousands of colleagues 
to the Mall on 1/21 to celebrate the vibrancy of 
democracy and potential action. Yes, he’s so 
vain and yes, this march was indeed about him. 
Hope he got the word that the world was with us 
marchers. And that’s anything but sad.

Charlotte Melichar -- Everyone I saw was 
friendly and smiling and excited to be expressing 
their concerns. Every now and then a huge roar 
would rise, and we would all look around for the 
source, see everyone smiling, and join the roar 
ourselves.

 The signs addressed all kinds of concerns 
that women and those who care about women 
find important: freedom to control our own 
bodies; rejection of Trump as president and as 
a respectable human being; Trump’s Russian 
connections; Biblical quotes and quotes from 

see March, p. 11

Peggy Latimer, Sandi Lee and Laurie Cobb on their 

way to the march. Photo by Jim Holmes.
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Dorothy and James 
Yuan: a Winding 
Journey 

Cottage 5109, Ext 
5094. Both Yuans were 
born in China during 
the Sino-Japanese 
War. Dorothy’s father 
was the Chief Engineer 
of the Burma Road, which became the supply 
line linking Southwest China with Burma. Escap-
ing the Communists with her family in 1949, Dor-
othy remembers: “So many of us crammed onto 
boats for Hong Kong that many of them sank.” 
The family waited seven years for a visa to immi-
grate to the U.S. 

James’s family took a somewhat different 
course after the war because his father, a Chi-
nese Air Force officer, was sent to Washington, 
D.C. on a mission. During this time his mother 
brought the children to her father’s ancestral es-
tate in Jiangxi Province. James has fond memo-
ries of living in this traditional Chinese village that 
had not changed for centuries: no cars, no run-
ning water, no electricity. When the Communist 
Army advanced rapidly to the South In 1949, his 
father rushed back from the U.S. to bring his fam-
ily to a much more modernized Taiwan. 

James attended National Taiwan University 
and graduated from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, where he received a Master of Sci-
ence in Electrical Engineering. Dorothy attended 
the University of Colorado in Denver, and later 
received her PhD. from the University of Texas. 
The couple met in Madison, married in 1966, and 
moved to Dallas. Hired by Texas Instruments, 
James participated in the still-infant field of using 
novel materials in semiconductor development. 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

By Peggy Latimer

Dorothy became a research scientist and profes-
sor at the University of Texas Medical Center. Her 
broad focus was in immunology, studying its role 
in responses to pathogens, autoimmune diseas-
es, and cancer therapy. 

The Yuans wanted to go to a CCRC, but still 
be able to hike and enjoy nature, be close to 
cultural attractions, and be near to their son and 
daughter and grandchildren. They are enjoying 
the people here and the lack of “commercializa-
tion.”

Dorothy has joined the Library Committee 
and the Book Club and would like to write about 
significant health issues. James has joined the 
Weed Warriors and looks forward to growing Chi-
nese vegetables at the hilltop garden.

The future of China and the U.S.? The Yuans 
believe the relationship would continue to be diffi-
cult even without a new president. “There are still 
deep-rooted cultural differences,” says James.

Patricia & Donald  
Zelman: Texans with a  
Difference
Cottage 3112, Ext 7327.  
“We’re not stereotypical Tex-
ans,” say the Zelmans. 

Don grew up in California 
and studied history, getting his 
B.A. at the University of Cali-
fornia Santa Barbara, his M.A. 
at the University of Oregon, and his PhD at Ohio 
State University. His dissertation was on Ameri-
can intellectual attitudes toward Mexico, 1900-
1940. 

Pat was born in Cincinnati, but moved “a 
whole bunch as a kid: Dad was a railroad man.” 
She also studied history, getting her B.A. at the 
University of North Carolina, Greensboro, and 
her M.A. at Ohio State, where she met Don. 

The Zelmans moved to Texas, and Pat got 
her PhD. Her dissertation on women, work, and 
national policy, looking at the political origins of 
second-wave feminism, was published in 1981. 

Both Don and Pat taught at Tarleton State 
University in Stephenville, Texas. For Don it was 
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years at Middlebury as a political science major.” 
Jim had also been a political science major at the 
University of Connecticut.

Jim spent his career at Southern New Eng-
land Telephone Company (SNET), the Bell sys-
tem affiliate in Connecticut. After many years in 
marketing, he transferred to run the government 
relations department and became SNET’s chief 
lobbyist at the capital in Hartford. “It was a non-
stop job.” Jim retired early from SNET and spent 
a year as president of the Connecticut Retail Mer-
chants Association. 

Lorrie was a pension actuary, initially at an 
insurance company, encountering the typical-of-
the-era sex discrimination. She moved to a local 
actuarial consulting firm and did client work, re-
search, and staff training. “Being ‘the office guru,’ 
was such an integral part of my self-image, it was 
hard to give it up and retire.” So she continued to 
work from home for several years after officially 
retiring. She enjoys reading, genealogy, and be-
ing a research assistant for their daughter, who is 
working on a PhD.

When Lorrie and Jim started thinking about 
CCRC’s, they looked in Connecticut and con-
sidered both Portland, Oregon, their son David’s 
home, and D.C., their daughter’s. The residents 
at Collington whom they met on their first visit in 
2013 made the decision easy. “This place is so vi-
brant, the people are so welcoming and interest-
ing.” Nonetheless, it took three years to make the 
actual move. As we have all experienced, down-
sizing is difficult. “Three things we couldn’t leave 
behind – our art, our collection of Inuit sculptures, 
and, of course, our cat, Shadow.”

Jim is a published poet. He’s completing a 
volume of essays and poems, and is reworking 
some children’s stories. He’s also brought two 
rare yellow rhododendrons from Connecticut and 
is looking forward to seeing if he can grow as-
tilbes and hostas in spite of the deer. 

What do they want us to know about them? 
“We’re really just plain folk, with very strong pro-
gressive beliefs.” 

foreign policy, social history, and 
multi-cultural studies, and for 
years he was Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal and Fine Arts. 
For Pat it was economic history, 
women’s history, and historiog-
raphy. Many of their students 

were rural and first generation. According to Don, 
“They were so happy to be there and willing to 
work hard.” 

Pat became involved in the Texas Women’s 
Political Caucus, which helped get Ann Richards 
elected governor. Don served on the Stephen-
ville City Council. He recalled that the only time 
people got mad at him was when he worked on 
a law to ban shooting guns in the city limits. “We 
had armadillos.” It passed. 

The Zelmans moved to Collington to be near 
their lawyer daughter, who works for the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, and two “per-
fect” grandchildren. Already Don is cluster leader; 
he’s a Weed Warrior and is also into billiards and 
golf. Pat’s working on Women’s History Month. 
Both are on the Fitness Subcommittee and com-
mitted bicyclers. “We’re not going to lack for 
things to do or people to be with.” 

James and  
Lorraine  
Rogers:  
Connecticut 
Yankees

Cottage 4207 
Ext 7371. Born in Hartford, Jim and Lorrie Rogers 
lived in central Connecticut all their lives before 
coming to Collington. They had met at a tutorial 
program in Hartford that Jim had started, where 
Lorrie was a tutor, and, after marrying in 1965, 
they lived in the city for the first ten years, before 
moving to the small town of Bolton, where Jim 
had grown up.

According to Jim, “Civil rights was my first love, 
but politics was my real love.” Lorrie commented, 
“I learned more about how things work in this 
government and country from Jim in the two-hour 
drive to New York on our first date than in my four 
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New Direction for Collington Singers
By Frances Kolarek

Arriving for the first practice 
under director Marilyn Haskel 
on Jan. 9, members of the Col-
lington Singers were amazed at 
the exceptionally large turnout 
as well as the handsome loose 
leaf binders holding copies of 
the season’s music for each 
singer.   “All legal. ”Marilyn re-
marked, referring to copyright 
protections. 

Happy to see 41 singers, 
Marilyn says she is aiming for 
a total of 50. She is the first 
resident to conduct the group, 
which was founded during our 
earliest days.    “I’ve been leading people in 
singing since I was in high school, so I guess 
you could say it’s in my blood,” she says.   

An organist, a pianist, an authority on Epis-
copal church liturgy and an editor at Episcopal 
Church Publishing, Inc., Marilyn has immersed 
herself in music.  And she has traveled widely, 
most recently to Nepal and Bhutan.  (See the 
May 2016 Collingtonian for a complete bios-
ketch.)   

Marilyn recently took part in 
a radio interview on a Phila-
delphia station to discuss “the 
power of singing as one ages” 
on “Boomer Generation Radio.”  
She was suggested by Execu-
tive Director Marvell Adams 
for the program, which has 
been picked up by Kendal 
as a podcast.  To listen, go 
to http://www.kendal.org/
blog/2017/01/18/music-that-
makes-community/ and scroll 
down to Marilyn’s picture 
(which shares the web page 
with Collington resident Herb 

Stone, depicted in a Kendal ad). 
Marilyn views singing as a lifelong activity that 

is nurturing to one’s well-being and a positive 
influence on community life.  “My motto is that 
whatever I’m involved in must be fun.  There’s 
nothing worse than boring people to death with 
music.”      

We can’t wait for the Singers’ first concert!

Correction
Photos on page 6 of the January issue were 
incorrectly credited.  They were taken by 
Martha Wilder.

A Timely Arrival
Christian Ramsey, Director of Culinary 
Services, and his wife, Kassandra, are 
celebrating the birth of their son, Alexander, 
5 pounds 13 ounces, on December 31, 2016 
at 11:43 p.m.   
The felicitous timing is not only a cause for 
celebration; it also qualifies the Ramseys for 
an additional  tax deduction. – FK

Marilyn Haskel in conducting mode
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eryone. Betty Hutchinson worked 
on a Christmas example from the 
Four Seasons Coloring Book, 
noting that, she likes the activity 
because it’s relaxing and makes 
the time speed by. Ruth Hanssen 
arrived from another activity and 
began coloring an example from 
Folk Art Escapes, noting that it 
was only her second time in atten-
dance. Lest one get the idea that 
coloring is a women-only activity, 
Bob Hamill, another artist, while 
not present at this session, enjoys 
the Coloring Group’s friendly and 

relaxing atmosphere. 
Interested in more information? A wide se-

lection of coloring books is available at Barnes 
& Noble in Bowie Center, at various grocery 
stores, including Costco, in a variety of museum 
catalogs, and online. Feel free to contact Shirley 
Denman at denmanse@gmail.com or call her 
at 541-5111. Or simply drop by the First Floor 
Meeting Room on Wednesdays at 3:30.

Coloring books, once consid-
ered a children’s activity, recently 
have become a popular adult 
pastime. One need only Google 
“adult coloring books” to see the 
hundreds of subjects available for 
the coloring enthusiast. Coloring 
apps are even available for smart 
phones. Responding to this phe-
nomenon, articles have appeared 
in magazines such as Atlantic 

Monthly and The New Yorker, 
which tout the benefits of de-
stressing and relaxation afforded 
through coloring. 

Collington’s recently formed Coloring Group, 
begun by Shirley Denman, looks forward to a 
weekly gathering which, in a little over a month’s 
time, has attracted 6-10 residents who bring 
an array of coloring books, crayons as well as 
colored pencils and markers to work with as 
they color and enjoyed conversation. Shirley’s 
not new to coloring, having started a coloring 
group at the Huntington Woods, Mich., public 
library. Concerning the recently formed Colling-
ton group, she said, “Everyone who attended al-
ready owned a coloring book, but none were us-
ing them” until she started this weekly gathering.

When I visited recently, the five people pres-
ent were coloring in a variety of themed color-
ing books. Shirley, who’s a knitter, worked on 
examples from a book entitled I Dream of Yarn, 
while Jennie Villa, an artist, was coloring a se-
lection from Creative Coloring Flowers. Dolores 
Hawkins was attending for the first time, having 
been introduced to coloring by her friend Doro-
thy Davenport. She was busy filling in an ex-
ample from Mandala Wonders: Color Art for Ev-

Adult Coloring Comes to Collington
By Pat Bozeman

Shirley Denman wields her 

crayon.

Our County’s Founding
This is one of a series of vignettes of Prince George’s 
County history compiled by Pat Bozeman.  The source is 

Alan Virias’s “Prince George’s County: A Pictorial History.

Prince George’s County came into being on April 
23, 1696, on land that previously had been part 
of Charles and Calvert counties. The popula-
tion was probably no more than 2,000. The new 
county was named for Prince George of Den-
mark, married in 1683 to England’s future Queen 
Anne. She reigned between 1702 and 1714.
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Four Staffers: 100+ Years Service
By Frances Kolarek

Editor’s Note: Four employees have each 

served Collington for a quarter century or more.  

As they all happen to be African-American, Black 

History Month presents an appropriate time to 
recognize them.

Priscilla Atkinson came 
to work at Collington in Oc-
tober 1988, the same month 
Bishop John Walker presided 
over our Dedication Ceremo-
ny.  At the time, 143 residents 
lived in 101 units along with 
eight dogs and six cats.  Our 
campus was still under construction.   

Priscilla’s first job involved putting together 
boxed meals in the kitchen of Cottage 3118 until 
the dining room finally opened on Thanksgiving 
Day, 1989. Then she worked briefly in the kitch-
en until the job of receptionist at the Clock Tower 
opened.  Priscilla, who had earned a reputation 
for an excellent memory, was appointed to the 
position, where she remained until her retire-
ment.  

Asking Priscilla for any resident’s mailbox 
number produced an instant, accurate answer.  
Keeping track of a thousand details never 
seemed to tax her memory.

Her last day presiding at Clock Tower Recep-
tion was Sept. 9, 2016.  Our best wishes go with 
you, Priscilla.  You were a part of Collington’s 
fabric. 

(Ardyce Asire supplied information for the 

above).

Vern Rious was recently appointed to staff 

the Clock Tower desk -- the 
job previously held by Pris-
cilla Atkinson.

Vern’s title is Administra-
tive Assistant, and during 
her years at Collington 
she has seen numerous 
changes and participated 
in many of them. From the 
time she started to work in the Dining Room 
25 years ago, she has moved steadily upward.  
The Tenth Anniversary history shows her picture 
with the caption:  “Vern Rious, office assistant, 
who answers telephone inquiries and sends 
out packages of marketing material to those re-
questing them.”

During the late 1990s, a major expansion, 
including an addition to the dining room, meant 
that meals were served in the Auditorium. 
Vern worked with Denina Trotman, another long-
time staffer, keeping a modified business alive 
in the Country Store, then located in apartment 
133.    

Some four years ago Vern took a job in An-
napolis as administrative assistant to a state 
representative, but she continued to work part 
time at Collington, helping to staff the night shift 
in Security. 

We welcome back Vern Rious to a highly 
visible job in the Clock Tower lobby -- distribut-
ing our packages to us, forwarding phone calls, 
meeting and greeting visitors and fielding scores 
of other tasks.  

When Kendall Brown came to work at Col-
lington as a security guard, he recalls, “The 
campus was surrounded by open fields” and 

see Service, p. 9
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one resident remembered 
shooting doves many years 
before.

There was no Village at 
Collington, no villas, nor was 
there a “Lake Wing” to the 
apartment building.  There 
wasn’t even a lake!

Security staff walked around the campus 
every night, maybe two or three times, Kendall 
recalls, on foot, interacting with dog walkers.

Now in his job as Safety, Security and Trans-
portation Coordinator, he is responsible for the 
care of a fleet of 12 vehicles including three 
buses, four vans, a pickup truck, a Security car, 
and a wheelchair van. 

To provide transportation for resident trips 
to the Kennedy Center, the Bowie theater and 
many other venues, he coordinates with Bianca 
Williams of Resident Services, who attends 
meetings of the Trips committee.  

As for the Safety aspect of his job, Kendall 
has this to say on the subject of outdoor lights 
at cottages.  “Equip your outdoor light with a low-
wattage LED bulb and leave it on all night long,” 
he asks. Light is an effective deterrent to break-
ins and trespassing.

Although Kendall has ultimate responsibility 
for our 12-member security staff, Dameon Day, 
as Security Coordinator, assumes day-to-day 
leadership. “I couldn‘t keep up without Dameon,” 
Kendall readily admits. Two women were re-
cently added to the staff and there are plans to 
hire two more security guards.  Meanwhile, Vern 
Rious is available on an as-needed basis.     

Kendall lives in a condo in Annapolis and 
is putting his daughter through Virginia Union 
University “with the help of some scholarship 

money” he adds.  
His favorite part of his job?  “The residents. 

Keeping them happy, helping them where I can,” 
he says in the slight drawl of his Richmond ori-
gins.  

Charlene Smith gives 
her mother-in-law credit for 
steering her to Collington 
and the job she now holds, 
Environmental Services 
Coordinator.  Twenty-five 
years ago Charlene was 
employed at a local hotel 
when her mother-in-law, who worked in Colling-
ton’s dining services, suggested she apply for a 
housekeeping job here.  

No sooner said than done. Charlene says: “I 
filled out an application, had an interview, was 
instantly hired, and right away promoted to Team 
Leader! “ That seems to have set her pace.

Five years ago when her predecessor retired, 
Charlene took over the job she now holds.  She 
oversees the work of 20 women and three 
men who keep the Health Center clean -- all of 
it from the Arbor to the Shenandoah wing.  They 
run the laundry.  They keep our public spaces 
vacuumed and tidy, clean our homes every two 
weeks, and put out the tons of trash we generate 
for collection by a contractor. 

This involves juggling the work schedules 
of 23 employees, some of whom must draw 
weekend duty and/or work on holidays.    Char-
lene also tries to keep residents happy with the 
housekeeper assigned to their home.  

A native Washingtonian, Charlene lives with 
her husband in Capitol Heights. They are the 
parents of a son and a daughter, both married, 
and have one grandson.

Service from p. 8
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Black History Month
LBJ’s Civil Rights Legacy

by Carl Koch
The election of JFK was the answer to my 

prayers. His assassination was everyone’s night-
mare. Lyndon Baines Johnson became president 
and vowed to continue Kennedy’s programs. He 
passed the civil rights, voting rights, foreign aid, 
education and timely appropriations bills over the 
next several years. I knew very little about LBJ 
except that he had been an effective leader of the 
senate.

In 1964, I took a job with a think tank in Ross-
lyn, Va., and on most Fridays several colleagues 
and I would cross Key Bridge to enjoy a drink with 
our meal. Virginia was a dry state then. The res-
taurant of choice was Tinker Bell’s, the closest and 
an inexpensive eatery. On two occasions while we 
were there, LBJ spoke to the nation at noon.

In one speech, he talked about his early years 
teaching at a Mexican-only school in the Texas 
hill country. He recalled how poorly these schools 
were funded. Schools for whites enjoyed better 
buildings, teachers and supplies. He thought how 
unjust this was at the time and when he became 
president he introduced an education bill to assure 
that every child in the United States received a 
good education.

Another speech was in the context of a suit by 
the State of Alabama to negate parts of the vot-
ing rights bill. He said with great resolve that they 
were trying to prevent Negroes from voting and 
that he would use the power of the federal govern-
ment to make them desist – and he did. 

Until I heard these speeches, LBJ was relatively 
unknown to me. This was the first time that he 
talked about his early days as a teacher and his 
lifelong commitment to social justice. I became a 
fan of this strong, competent and passionate sup-
porter of liberal causes 

A few months ago I mentally revisited those 
times in the 60s when we lunched at Tinker Bell’s 
and I listened to LBJ. That sparked a desire to 

know more about LBJ and I did a little research. 
What I found was surprising.

LBJ seemed to experience a metamorphosis 
when he became President. Before that, as a 
leader in the Senate, he was perceived to be bel-
lowing, dogmatic, overbearing and off-putting – a 
country boy full of “corn pone”. When he became 
president, he knew he had to produce results 
quickly to assure the country that things would be 
all right. JFK’s agenda was stalled in Congress. 
Kennedy’s Civil Rights Act could not get “out of 
committee” because the committees were chaired 
by southerners opposed to civil rights.  

LBJ used the assassination of Kennedy, the 
ghost of Lincoln, African-American organizations, 
labor unions and religious institutions to pressure 
members of Congress.  A truly strong Civil Rights 
Act passed and was signed into law on July 2, 
1964. 

He passed the 1965 Voting Rights Act, Medi-
care and Medicaid plus other bills that made 
strides towards ending discrimination in public 
accommodations, in education, employment and 
even in private housing. He began Headstart 
programs and named Thurgood Marshall to the 
Supreme Court.  

About 100 years after Lincoln ended slavery,  
most Americans of color still did not enjoy many of 
the rights  America supposedly guaranteed its citi-
zens.  Johnson’s biographer Robert A. Caro has 
written, “It was Lyndon Johnson who gave them 
those rights. Of all of the 20th century presidents, 
LBJ was the greatest champion that black Ameri-
cans and Mexican Americans and most Americans 
of color had in the White House. With the excep-
tion of Lincoln, he was the greatest champion with 
a white skin that people of color had in the history 
of the Republic”.

Because  Lyndon Baines Johnson was able to 
pass legislation on civil rights through a congress 
with mostly southern leadership, he has earned a 
place alongside other civil rights icons.
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Before gardening, people gathered edible 
plant material in the wild. Much of what they 
gathered was obviously edible food, like foliage, 
seeds, stems, roots, nuts, and fruits. But 
some individuals (we can call them the “First 
Gardeners”) came to recognize special traits of 
some plants that seemed worthy of growing and 
multiplying. These plants had characteristics 
that were not always typical.

Consider, for example, the banana. This is a 
fruit that has no seeds.  So how did it multiply 
around the tropical world? Scientists have 
been able to induce bananas to form seeds, 
and the resulting fruit is essentially not edible.  
Who noticed a banana plant that produced fruit 
without seeds, and learned  how to  multiply it?

Another example is cabbage. It is quite 
unnatural and disadvantageous for a plant 
to form leaves and stems that are unable to 
expand and therefore get crammed into a ball. 
Someone noticed this tendency on one or more 
plants and created a new vegetable.

Who knew to search underground around 
certain plants to find tubers scattered well 
away from the main plant, like potatoes? And 
who observed plants that bloomed and then 
pushed their blooms underground to form 
large seeds, like peanuts? How about the 
suspiciously-poisonous American weed that 
produced little red fruits that someone realized 
were safe and edible after all, like the tomato?  
Who recognized a wild grass that had potential 
to produce cobs of corn seeds and was worth 
cultivating?

We’re recognizing GARDENERS who had 

Our Debt to Gardeners in  
Pre-History

observations, skills, and insight to develop and 
multiply plants that benefit all mankind.  Thanks!

March from p. 3

the Declaration of Independence; the value of 
diversity; Republicans who “protect fetuses” but 
don’t protect women, LGBTQ, immigrants or 
Muslims.

Lorrie Rogers -- Given my lack of stamina, 
Jim and I went late and left early, but we are 
grateful that we were able to be part of this 
historic rally and march. The gathering of so 
many people of all descriptions, sizes, shapes, 
ages, ethnicities, genders, abilities, all speaking 
out on the issues that are so basic to our 
identity as Americans, as human beings, was 
truly inspiring and energizing. 

Jim Rogers -- I have deep respect and 
gratitude to the many people from Collington 
who went to and who supported the march. 
What a great moral and ethical counterpoint 
this was to the bigotry, racism, Islamaphobia, 
misogyny, anti-immigrant sentiments, and the 
fear- and hate-mongering that we heard from 
our new president and those who agreed with 
and supported him.

Marilyn Haskel -- I’ve never marched in 
protest, but like many people on Saturday I felt 
I had to take a stand on so many issues. It was 
gratifying to see so many like-minded people in 
one place exercising their right to free speech. 
It was thrilling to see young people who have 
sometimes seemed oblivious to the hard-won 
advances for women because they’ve always 
had these advantages. I was encouraged by 
the creativity of peoples’ expressions on many, 
many posters. I hope we will all continue our 
vigilance throughout this administration.

Marion Robbins -- I’m glad I went and 
experienced joining my voice with thousands 
of other women and men seeking justice and 
equal rights for all. I went with my daughter-
in-law and her friends, and their teenage 
daughters, and I felt my mother’s presence and 
her mother before her, and that of all the silent, 

see March, p. 12



oppressed women throughout history. On the 
other hand, I was sad to also encounter the 
same vibration of hatred and anger that this 
march was supposed to fight. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Gandhi both called on us to fight 
injustice using only the instruments of love. May 
it be so.

Diane Fleming – I went to the March on my 
own in order to focus on the event rather than 
the needs of companions. It was an uplifting 
experience that provided hope our voices might 
be heard and our concerns addressed by those 
in power. Although that remains to be seen, we 
were presented with suggestions for actions 
to take now and over the next few years. The 
words of Michael Moore, Gloria Steinem and 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand motivated me enough 
to get started on those suggestions, some of 
which I then shared with fellow residents on our 
online private discussion group.

Pat Bozeman – My impressions: The sight 
of so many people packed together with a 
commonality of purpose, all the way from the 
Metro cars to the streets surrounding the Mall; 
the exhilarating sound of the roar-waves that 
went through the crowd periodically; and the 
sweet feeling of being in the messy midst of 
democracy in action. 

Dick Garrison – A lot of things 
about the march were impressive… 
the huge number of people, for 
example, so many that it was 
almost impossible to move from 
standing in one space. I saw not 
a single hint of hostility (other 
than signs against men restricting 
women’s health care rights and 
against Trump) or violence, and 
the news reported there was not a 
single arrest… The level of civility 
and good humor was very high and 
very pervasive.

There were lots of men, too, and 
a fair number of kids of all ages. 
One little girl was perched on an 
adult’s shoulders, holding a sign 
like those glittery women on game 
shows showing off merchandise.

Riding in on the Metro the car was a sea 
of pink hats. The group across the aisle from 
us was from Cleveland, yet they went to the 
expense and bother to come to DC. 

We left to come back at 11:30; going down 
into the Metro station was amazing – a very 
packed subway train pulled in and a flood of 
humanity spilled out and went streaming up the 
stairs to add to the seemingly endless hordes 
already on or near the Mall and surrounding 
streets.

Barbara Florini – Civility, kindness and good 
humor are alive in America.

Nancy Lively – Many things lifted my heart. I 
was amazed at the variety of reasons declared 
by the signs. Most were FOR something 
important to me. The mood was positive, joyous 
when I had expected anger. The speeches 
inspired me. The call to include women who 
voted against Hillary set a tone that humbled 
me. We women are all in this together. Young 
women full of courage and determination gave 
me hope for our future.

Bill Lively – I was surprised and pleased at 
the congenial crowd and how many men were 
there supporting women.

March from p. 11

Collingtonians in D.C.: Dorothy Yuan, Charlotte Melichar, Sandi Lee, 
Jim Holmes, Tucker Farley, Laurie Cobb, Joan Lewis and Nancy Long.  
Photo by Peggy Latimer.


