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ognized Martha’s cre-
ative talents and asked if 
she would give a flower-
arranging demonstration 
here. Martha moved to 
Collington with husband 
Dick in 2011. 

Just after they arrived, 
Martha became involved 
in the Flower Commit-
tee, and in less than a 
year was asked to be 
its chair. In reading up 

on the committee’s activities, she discovered that 
her reputation had preceded her: the minutes of a 
previous meeting announced that “Martha Wilder 
is moving to Collington.” 

Formed during Collington’s earliest days, the 
Flower Committee began modestly, using leftover 
fresh flowers solicited from local churches and fu-
neral homes. To measure how much the commit-
tee’s work has flourished since its earliest days, 
take a look at what Martha and her committee 
accomplished just this past year.

The committee provided uplifting flower ar-

When Martha Wilder, 
retiring chair of Colling-
ton’s Flower Committee, 
was asked why the com-
mittee was important, 
she recalled a comment 
by resident John Geron: 
“The Flower Committee 
should be renamed the 
‘Morale Committee.’ ˮ

Indeed, it’s hard to 
image life at Collington 
without colorful arrange-
ments on every dining room table, along the hall-
ways, in nooks and crannies everywhere.

Like so much at Collington, the flowers repre-
sent a resident initiative -- the work of the Flower 
Committee, which Martha led for the past four 
years.

Martha has worked as a computer program-
mer and librarian, but her real passion has 
always been flowers, something “I inherited 
from my mother.” Eager to learn more, she took 
many courses in the Annapolis area and joined a 
number of flower organizations. A fellow church 
member, late Collington resident Kay Cave, rec-

‘Flower Power’ Vital to Collington
by Peggy Latimer

see Flower Power, p. 6

Martha Wilder, right, and her successor as Flower 

Committee Chair, Pat Duggan.   Photo by Peggy Latimer.
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Editor’s Note: Four Collingtonians responded 

to our invitation to add their memories to those 

we published last month.

Jean Barnett remembers as a 12-year old 
“dashing home from school near Columbia Uni-
versity in New York to the nearby apartment our 
family had settled in following our hasty return 
from Cairo, Egypt, on the ‘last ship out of the 
Mediterranean.’  My parents clearly were in a 
state of shock but perhaps not surprised, as in 
Egypt our family had been on the fringes of what 
was happening in Europe.  We spent the next few 
years moving from place to place – New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania – wherever my aca-
demic father could find temporary employment 
– and returned to Cairo in early 1945 on a troop 
ship carrying U.S. soldiers out to Egypt for some 
reason I cannot remember.  My parents were, I 
believe, in something of a panic that one of those 
good-looking GIs on board would entice their 
15-year-old daughter, myself.  Never happened, 
of course!”

Paul Carrington was in the final year of el-
ementary school.  “I drew a cartoon entitled ‘Nip 
the Nipponese.’  It was an image of my dog biting 
a Japanese soldier.  It was posted on the school’s 
board.  And I was invited to speak at an assembly 
called to discuss the war.  I do not remember 
what I said.”

Art Krueger was attending Grand Rapids 
Junior College in Michigan.  “For the two years 
prior, we had been watching the war in Europe, 
and we were worried that the United States would 
soon be involved. Now we were.  Following the 
attack, I enlisted in the Army Air Corps Reserve. 
The following year, in my sophomore year, I was 
called up, and was then on my way to Fresno, 
Calif., for basic training.  Years later (1970), I at-
tended a conference at the University of Hawaii, 

More Memories of Dec. 7, 1941

and was given a tour of Pearl Harbor and the mili-
tary cemetery by a Japanese friend of mine (my 
age), who was teaching at the University.  During 
the War he also was in college – in Japan.”

Don Singer was 6 years old.  “The grown-ups 
were listening to the radio in the living room.  I 
remember walking into the garage and saying to 
myself, “Well, we finally got into this war.”  Today, 
I have no idea why I said that, as Pearl Harbor 
was my first memory of current events.  

“One day, however, I walked into a cottage that 
my parents rented in the summer of 1941 and 
was then owned by friends of ours.  I had a flash-
back of my grandfather visiting us in that cottage 
in June 1941 and being upset that the Nazis had 
invaded Latvia and that our Jewish relatives (his 
brother and his sister and his brother’s family) 
were in danger.  Unfortunately, his fears were 
well-founded.”
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Aiding The Planet and the Bottom Line
By Jim Giese

The work of Collington’s 
Sustainability Committee, in 
cooperation with manage-
ment, recently resulted in 
reducing Collington’s oper-
ating costs by $144,000 a 
year, with more savings to 
come, while at the same time lowering Colling-
ton’s footprint on the environment.

It began with Pat Pritz, a member of the com-
mittee, telling Committee Chair Sara Case that 
her church was planning to install solar energy 
panels at no cost to the church. Thinking this 
too good to be true, Sara called the church and 
learned that it was a member of the Community 
Purchasing Alliance (CPA), which was helping to 
strike the church’s solar deal. 

Sara, a former community activist and lawyer 
representing low-income people in Washington, 
D.C., contacted Felipe Witchger, CPA’s director, 
and learned that CPA is a Washington-based 
purchasing cooperative that helps nonprofits buy 
basic services, with the aim of saving money and 
improving efficiency. Also, service providers that 
work with CPA agree to provide their employees 
with living wages and other suitable working con-
ditions.

Learning that CPA also had members in Mary-
land and that Collington would be eligible to join, 
Sara alerted Collington’s management. She ar-
ranged for Felipe to come to Collington to meet 
with CEO Marvell Adams as well as then-CFO 
Amy Harrison and newly arrived COO Karen 
Boyce. Solar power, trash hauling, and electric-
ity were the three services discussed at that 
meeting. The Collington managers were most 

interested in trash hauling 
because they felt Collington 
was paying too much for 
that service.

Felipe prepared a Re-
quest for Proposals, which 
Collington management ap-

proved, and the search for a new trash hauler 
began. Even though Collington selected the 
highest bidder as most capable, the new con-
tract will save  $144,000 a year.

Collington is now a CPA member. There are 
no membership dues, but there are shared sav-
ings. For three years, Collington will pay CPA a 
third of its savings from the trash contract, with 
Collington retaining the remaining two thirds. 
Collington and CPA are also working together to 
reduce the price of Collington’s electricity, and 
CPA is beginning to research solar possibilities 
for Collington. 

Another committee member, Dick Garrison, 
whose dual careers were in real estate law and 
computer testing, was impressed by all the lights 
burning at Collington, particularly the many illu-
minating Collington’s covered walkways. He no-
ticed that walkway lights burned out frequently. 

Dick conducted his own study and determined 
that to match the lifespan of one 60-watt equiva-
lent LED bulb using traditional incandescent 
bulbs, you would have to spend about $154 
more for electricity and need to buy about 20 
incandescent bulbs to replace burned-out ones. 
Dick then walked the covered walkways count-

see Sustainability, p. 9
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Mary Godfrey: Prince 
George’s County Official 

Cottage 3108, Ext 7323.  
Born in Nashville, Tenn., Mary 
Godfrey has lived in Prince 
George’s County for more than 
fifty years, including 37 years in Mitchellville. She 
lived in Texas and Atlanta when she was young, 
but Prince George’s is home and the place that 
she thoroughly knows and loves.

Mary studied at the University of Maryland, 
and earned a graduate degree in Public Ad-
ministration from American University. She was 
married for more than 56 years and has two sons 
who still live in this area —the younger one in 
the house at Enterprise Estates where she and 
her husband lived before his death. Being able to 
leave things in the house made moving so much 
easier, she says.  

Mary worked as director of Prince George’s 
County Parks and Recreation for 10 years and 
loved her job. When Parris Glendenning was 
County Executive, she became Director of the 
Office of Personnel.  The Wayne K. Curry Sports 
and Learning Complex in Landover, Md., where 
many of us voted, was one of the facilities devel-
oped and constructed during her time at Parks 
and Recreation.

Mary and her husband had always wanted to 
travel.  When he was diagnosed with a heart con-
dition, and after both retired, they finally indulged 
this dream. They went to Nigeria and the island 
of Tobago.  She was later able to go to South 
Africa. A high point was visiting Robben Island, 
where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned.

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

By Pat Bozeman and Marion Robbins

Widowed three years ago, Mary came to Col-
lington, a place she had known in its early years. 
She enjoys being here, but believes in staying 
connected to life outside the campus. She vol-
unteers once a month for the Washington, D.C., 
Food Bank, distributing food in Glenarden. She 
has just started mentoring a third grader in math 
and reading at Kettering Elementary School.

Mary loves to read and her daily walk is impor-
tant to her. A piano has a place of honor in her 
cottage. She always loved the instrument, and 
while taking care of her husband she was able to 
take piano lessons. Now it gives her great plea-
sure to  “mess around” on it. Not quite ready for 
the Ivy Lounge, she says.  But she has joined the 
Collington Singers!

Hélène (Laney) Langtry: A 
Love of the English Language 

Cottage 2206, Ext. 7287. Cur-
rently, Laney and her part-Husky, 
Mocha, reside in Cottage 2206, 
temporary quarters until renovations are complet-
ed at their own cottage, 2010, where, she says, “I 
will feel more like an official resident.” Laney is no 
stranger to picking up stakes and moving. Born in 
New York City when her parents were residents 
of Washington, D.C., she spent her early years 
in both cities, but really considers herself a New 
Englander, since much time also was spent with 
relatives in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Both 
sides of here family arrived in Massachusetts 
early in the 17th Century.

Laney began college as an English major 
at Santa Barbara College of the University of 
California (now UC Santa Barbara). She trans-
ferred to UCLA and it was there she met and 
married her first husband, a graduate student 
from England. They moved to Old Woodstock 
(Oxfordshire), England in 1957. She worked as 
a research assistant for a gastroenterologist for 
three years until their return to the United States.
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in a villa and loved it, and Glen and Sipra visited 
several times. 

When it came time to look for a CCRC, Col-
lington was on the list because they already 
knew that its residents were friendly, diverse and 
had interesting backgrounds. Also, Ainslie and 
Suzanne Embree, whom the Johnsons knew 
from academia, were instrumental in offering as-
sistance as they made their decision and actually 
undertook the move.

Sipra was born in Kolkata 
(Calcutta), India, immigrating at 
age 11 with her family to Chapel 
Hill, N.C., where her father taught 
mathematical statistics at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. Her un-
dergraduate degree in international relations was 
from the same university, and it was during her 
studies there that she met her future husband.

Glen was born in Pikeville, Ky., 
where part of the Hatfield-McCoy 
feud played out, but grew up in 
the state capital, Frankfort, where 
his father was a civil engineer. He 
earned his undergraduate degree 

in history from Georgetown College, a small Bap-
tist school, before entering UNC-Chapel Hill to 
study political science, earning his master’s and 
Ph.D.  Glen’s and Sipra’s paths met and they fell 
in love.

Later, the couple would be married in Chapel 
Hill, but not until she earned her master’s in 
cultural anthropology from Columbia University. 
A sidelight on their marriage: in the 1963, anti-mi-
sogyny laws were still on the books in the South 
and on the morning of their wedding day, Sipra 
called a lawyer to make sure that the couple’s 
interracial marriage wasn’t going to hit a snag. 
Fortunately for them, there wasn’t a problem.

This second transatlantic move landed the 
couple in Durham, N.C., where her husband was 
a faculty member at Duke University. A son was 
born before the next move, this time in 1965 to 
Ohio University in Athens, where a daughter was 
born the following year. It was here that Laney 
attended the Honors Tutorial College at O.U., 
completing her bachelor’s degree. She eventually 
took a part-time position in this same undergradu-
ate college, staying for more than ten years, as 
well as earning her Master’s in English. In the 
mid-1990s, Laney moved to Columbus, where 
she enjoyed living in the historic German Village 
neighborhood.

Settling a family estate in California in 2003, 
she reconnected with a boyfriend, Andy Langtry, 
from 50 years earlier. He was a widower and she 
a divorcée. By year’s end, the couple was mar-
ried and living in Walnut Creek, Calif., where “we 
had three wonderful years” before Andy died in 
2006 on a vacation in Australia.

No stranger to Kendal communities, Laney 
was accepted as a resident at the Ithaca, N.Y., 
affiliate, close to her daughter. She was drawn to 
Collington, however, to be nearer to her young 
granddaughter and her son and his wife, who live 
in Arlington, Va.

The English language is still dear to Laney. 
She writes poetry and enjoys the company and 
critiques of other writers. She loves words and 
their origins and likes playing Scrabble and would 
love to meet “other Scrabblers.” She also is inter-
ested in meeting other dog owners at Collington’s 
dog park where, on good-weather days, she and 
Mocha may be found around 3-3:30 in the after-
noon.

Glen and Sipra Johnson: Academics on Two 
Continents

Cottage 4211, Ext. 7375. The Johnsons were 
connected with Collington long before they 
moved here. Friends from Vassar College lived 

see Newcomers, p. 8
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Flower Power from p. 1

rangements all year through-
out the courtyard level and 
third and fourth floor levels. It 
placed fresh flowers on each 
dining room table weekly. 
The committee made special 
arrangements for 15 memo-
rial services and receptions, 
19 birthday parties and other 
social gatherings, more than 
83 arrangements for marketing 
events, and numerous other 
occasions. Members made 
51 bouquets for CEO Marvell 
Adams to deliver to new resi-
dents. The committee also prepared sumptuous 
arrangements for festivities, such as New Year’s 
Eve, and fundraising events such as the Colling-
ton Foundation’s “Evening in Tuscany.” The com-
mittee held three workshops before the major 
holidays. It donated flowers to the Health Center 
for its flower-arranging workshops and for special 
activities such as Black History and Women’s 
History Months. 

This past year, to help save on purchasing 
greens as well as to enhance the campus, the 
committee used donated funds to landscape the 
neglected grounds of the Hobby Cottage (Unit 
4114) with assorted evergreens. Martha gave 
lessons to new members, and the committee 
organized Ikebana classes and special lectures 
and demonstrations. It also held its annual Mem-
bers’ Appreciation Tea – where hats were a must. 

How did all this get done? As committee chair, 
Martha coordinated more than 50 members who 
volunteered hundreds of hours as arrangers, 
clippers, strippers, gardeners, planters, pruners, 

weeders, waterers, flower and 
foliage donors, and drivers who 
picked up at funeral homes. 

Where do the flowers come 
from? Many residents, local 
funeral homes, and occasion-
ally Trader Joe’s donate flow-
ers and greens. The remainder 
are purchased from Potomac 
Wholesale Florist. Funds to 
purchase flowers come from an 
annual grant from the Residents 
Association; donations above 
the modest amount charged 
for special requests; and es-
pecially, from contributions by 

the many who selected thousands of blossoms 
placed on the Clock Tower’s “donation table.” 

After four years. Martha welcomed master gar-
dener Pat Duggan as the new chair.

Just as she discovered her reputation had pre-
ceded her when she first arrived, Martha Wilder’s 
reputation is certain to succeed her long after her 
“retirement.” But she’s hardly retiring.  She’s just 
become assistant chair and in charge of special 
requests, and she’s working closely with her suc-
cessor. So the venerable Flower Committee tra-
dition goes on. 

 

Above and at bottom, two of Martha’s 
arrangements.  Photos by Peggy Latimer
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tor until Marilyn Haskel could take over in the 
New Year.  Mary’s musical education includes 
a Masters degree in music and study in Vienna 
and London.  Louise Huddleston, longtime  ac-
companist of the singers, reminds that “Mary 
lends her beautiful voice to  the Chesapeake 
Chorale, which performed here early in the holi-
day season.”

As a member of a neighboring Episcopal 
congregation,  Mary has been involved with Col-
lington since its earliest years. She served two 
terms on the Collington Board of Directors and 
was a member of the Foundation Board.

Mary Kirkeby, who took over as conductor of 
the Collington Singers when Gailyn Gwin retired 
this year, conducted the Collington Singers for 
the last time when the group participated in the 
Christmas Program in mid-December. 

In addition to carols and other seasonal 
music, this year’s audience enjoyed a reading 
by Eloise Branche and an amusing skit by Tim 
Sabin  as well as a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
and their elves.  A mini program of carols in the 
Arbor preceded the event in the Auditorium.

Mary, who has a long association with Col-
lington, kindly agreed to act as interim conduc-

Singers Featured in Christmas Program
By Frances Kolarek

Collington singers perform at the Christmas party. Photo by Peter Pfund.

Some 15 volunteers, including Irina Pfund, 
left, gathered in mid December to help wrap 
gifts destined for 19 children attending Kettering 
Elementary School.  The gifts for this annual 
event were purchased by members of the 
Outreach Committee, which supplied funds 
contributed by Collington residents.

Wrapping Up Good Works

Photo by Peter Pfund.

A five-course “Dickens 
Dinner” in December 

featured between-
courses drama as a 

costumed Tom McCain 

read from Charles 

Dickens’s “Christmas 
Carol.”  

Photo by George 

Newman
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Both chose academic careers. Sipra em-
barked on full-time teaching, chiefly in anthropol-
ogy at the State University of New York – New 
Paltz, and Glen taught political science and 
international relations at Vassar College, with 
forays into Asian Studies and American Studies. 
In addition, both served as administrators in their 
respective academic institutions. 

A son and a daughter were both born in Pough-
keepsie, N.Y. where they made their home. Their 
son is now deceased, but their daughter and 
grandchildren live in Washington, D.C.

Glen’s and Sipra’s avocational interests have 
paralleled their careers, combining intellectual 
pursuits and travel. They have hosted and led 
educational tours in India, aboard ship from 
Singapore to the west coast of India, on a riv-

Newcomers from p. 5
erboat journey on the Ganges, and will host an 
upcoming tour in Sri Lanka. Sipra also has been 
a member of the Center for Lifetime Study, which 
provides opportunities for intellectual and cultural 
exploration and development for those of retire-
ment age. 

Glen has worked with the Fulbright Com-
mission for East Indian educators in two-week 
immersions into American academic culture, 
and both have enjoyed working with high school 
students through the Interfaith Alliance, which 
celebrates religious freedom by championing in-
dividual rights and promoting policies that protect 
religion and democracy against extremism.

Right now, though, the Johnsons are taking 
a breather from their far-ranging activities and 
travel, looking forward to the completion of their 
Collington sunroom and finally being able to ar-
range their belongings. 

Place Names Reflect Local History
(Second of Two Parts)

By Jim Giese

Collington, Bowie and Mitchellville are all his-
toric nearby place names in Prince George’s 
County, with Collington being the oldest. Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, one of the earliest references to 
Collington occurred n 1696 when it was known 
as the Collington Hundreds. Its location was to 
the northeast of here, near what is now the cen-
ter of Bowie.

I did not find information on how the name 
Collington came about. Possibly it was named 
for the civil parish of Collington in Herefordshire, 
England, west of London. Or it could be named 
after some English colonialist named Colling.

According to “Collington Then and Now,” the 
10th anniversary booklet by Frances Kolarek, 
when it became time to incorporate our CCRC, 
a member of the organizing board, Harry Smith, 
proposed, “Why don’t we use the name of Col-

lington? It is an old established, recognized name 
in the county,” 

“Collington Then and Now” identifies a large 
farm near the intersection of Route 450 and 
Church Road as “Collington Meadow.” One of our 
first residents, Gertrude Brown Wallace, was the 
granddaughter of a liberated slave from that farm.

 Bowie, the largest city in Prince George’s 
County and the third largest city by area in Mary-
land, owes its existence to the railway.  According 
to Wikipedia, Col. William Duckett Bowie obtained 
a charter to construct a rail line, and in 1869 the 
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Company be-
gan building the railroad from Baltimore to Pope 
Creek in southern Maryland, with a spur to Wash-
ington. 

In 1870, Ben Plumb, a land speculator and 

see Place Names, p. 11
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ing the number and kind of bulbs being used. 
He reported his findings to the Sustainability 
Committee: “Replacing all of Collington’s cov-
ered walkway and cottage carport incandescent 
bulbs with LEDs would save about $12,000 
per year ($25.50/fixture) for electricity and bulb 
costs alone. That lighting application involves 
about 636 fixtures presently using about 470 
incandescent bulbs and 166 CFLs. The pay-
back period for replacing all the incandescents 
with LEDs is a few months at most (including 
installation costs). To keep those 470 light fix-
tures operating for six years (which is the aver-
age lifespan of an LED bulb in this application) 
would require about 10,000 incandescent bulbs, 
but only 470 LEDs, so the maintenance cost ad-
vantage of LEDs is substantial.” 

However, the walkway lights represent just 
a small portion of the light bulbs being used at 
Collington. Collington management estimates 
the number at over 6,200 and that doesn’t in-
clude the bulbs used by residents in their home 
light fixtures.

The committee forwarded Dick’s report to 
Marvell and Karen. It seeks to encourage man-
agement to quickly replace all incandescent 
bulbs and not wait until they burn out, and en-
courages residents to do the same. It has been 
working to get Collington’s Country Store to 
regularly stock LED bulbs.

Again, management listened: Collington’s 
light bulb conversion is expected to begin in 
2017, with the new Collington budget allocating 
$20,000 for the purchase of LED bulbs. In ad-
dition, management is exploring with CPA the 
possibility of even greater savings through a 
joint purchasing contract.

The Sustainability Committee, which meets 

the fourth Monday of each month, does not 
plan to rest on these accomplishments. There 
is more to do on its objectives of educating 
residents and management to recycle instead 
of trash and to reduce or find alternates to the 
consumption of fossil fuels. Last November, the 
committee agreed to look at other ecological 
concerns, such as light pollution, water con-
sumption and use of pesticides and other treat-
ment chemicals. Residents can expect to see 
more accomplishments by this committee as it 
works with management to achieve their com-
mon goals.

Sustainability from p. 3

This is the first in a series of vignettes of 
Prince George’s County history compiled 
by Pat Bozeman.  The source is Alan 
Virta’s “Prince George’s County: A Pictorial 
History.”

Settlers to what would become Prince 
George’s County left older settlements of 
southern Maryland to move to new lands 
farther up the Patuxent and Potomac rivers. 
Their landings on the river banks were their 
only links to the outside world. There they 
met ships from England, which came to 
collect their tobacco crops and to sell them 
goods (coffee, tea, rum, clothing, and other 
necessities and luxuries of life) from home.

Our County’s Past
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of us went to Mike’s in mid-
October. One person, not 
liking the work necessary 
to eat crabs, ordered crab 
imperial, another selected a 
fried oyster sandwich. The 
remaining five ordered a 
dozen large crabs and com-
menced pounding and pick-
ing. The crabs were fat (full 
of meat), cooked perfectly 

and had that sweet flavor and texture of crabs 
taken in the upper Chesapeake Bay.

As we were about to finish our first dozen 
crabs, I recalled that the previous winter oysters 
were offered at 50 cents and asked when they 
would start this practice again. Upon learning 
that it had already started, we ordered a dozen 
oysters and then two more dozen before we 
were full. These oysters were superb. We fin-
ished the meal with a piece of Key lime pie that 
was sampled by all. Beverages ordered were 
five glasses of wine, three draft beers and an 
iced tea (our driver). The bill for this wonderful 
feast was $172.03 without tax or tip. 

Sharing hard crabs or oysters is a communal 
effort that leads to much laughter and good feel-
ings. To my oyster-loving friends at Collington, 
I say get thee to this crab house this winter 
before crab season starts. You can have your fill 
of oysters without going bankrupt!  Easy to find 
– east on Central Avenue (Route 214), left onto 
Riva Road, continue until the bridge but don’t 
cross it. Mike’s is on the right.
Mike’s Crab House,3030 Riva Road, Riva, MD 21140
410-956-2784

You may wonder why I 
would review a crab house 
in the middle of winter, 
months before hard crabs 
are in season. The answer 
is simple – oysters at 50 
cents apiece.

Mike’s Crab House is 
situated on the scenic 
South River at the Riva 
Road bridge just south of 
Annapolis. It is more than a restaurant. The 
business includes a country store, upscale 
wine store, large sports bar and a private dining 
room.  The restaurant itself is huge and divided 
into three areas: indoors, enclosed outdoor, and 
outdoor tables with sun umbrellas on a pier over 
the river. The indoor area seats more than 400 
diners and the outdoor areas more than 300 
hard-crab aficionados. This is a large amount 
of real estate to sit essentially idle during the 
off season. To assure that people keep coming 
when the crab season is over Mike’s Crab 
House offers raw oysters at 50 cents each when 
accompanied by an entree or sandwich order, 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
11– 5  on Friday.

Last summer two of my neighbors expressed 
interest in hard crabs. One had not eaten hard 
crabs previously and wished a tutorial on open-
ing the crab and picking out the succulent meat. 
The other neighbor had spent his summers in 
Maine eating lobsters and wished for something 
“better.” To accommodate these wishes, seven 

Restaurant Review: 
Bargain Oysters at a Crab House

By Carl Koch
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Visions of pretty petunias, tasty tomatoes, 
magical marigolds, or elegant eggplants can 
begin with a well-planned start in late winter. 
Here are some pointers to consider when you 
want to start garden plants in your cottage or 
apartment:

First, start with clean pots or trays. If you 
have used pots or trays available, scrub them 
out thoroughly so that there is no residue from 
last year’s use. Second, use clean soil -- not 
soil from a garden, but potting soil never used 
before. Third, make sure the soil is moderately 
moist before you put it in the pot or tray. Fourth, 
when putting the soil in the container, tamp 
it in fairly firmly and make sure the surface is 
relatively flat.

Now you are ready to sow the seeds. Tiny 
seeds like petunias or lettuce can be sown on 
the surface and tamped in slightly. Larger seed 
can be sown beneath the surface. Check seed 
packet directions for proper depth.

To keep the soil surface moist, cover it with 
clear plastic film. Then place the pot or tray 
in a sunny or bright location where it will be 
warm. Water the soil as needed, but be careful 
not to add too much water. Watch for signs of 
germination, and allow the germinating plants 
freedom from the plastic (e.g., cut a slit with 
scissors) so the plants will develop normally.

Voila! You’ve done it! And you can be proud! 
As the plants grow, you will need to decide if 
and when they need to be transferred to larger 
containers, moved to another site, etc. The 

Get a Head Start on Spring

excitement continues as your plants grow, 
develop, and produce. Go ahead: brag about 
them, show them to others; it is gardeners’ 
enthusiasm that keeps us going!

Place Names from p. 8

developer, sold building lots around the railroad 
junction and named the settlement Huntington 
City. Huntington City was renamed in 1880 in 
honor of William Duckett Bowie’s son, Oden, 
then the railroad president and previously gover-
nor of Maryland.

In 1957 Levitt and Sons acquired the nearby 
Belair Estate, the original colonial plantation of 
Samuel Ogle, the provincial governor of Mary-
land. Levitt developed the residential community 
of Belair, annexing it to Bowie. The majority of 
Bowie residents today live in Belair and subse-
quent additions.

The original Belair Estate, which was probably 
adjacent to Collington Meadow and a part of the 
Collington Hundreds, contained Belair Mansion 
(circa 1745), the five-part Georgian plantation 
house of Governor Ogle and his son Benjamin. 
Belair Stable, on the estate, was part of the fa-
mous Belair Stud, one of the premier racing sta-
bles in the 1930s, ‘40s, and ‘50s. Belair was the 
oldest continually operating thoroughbred horse 
farm in the country, according to Wikipedia. It is 
said that the blood of Belair horses flows through 
the veins of every American racehorse of distinc-
tion.

According to Wikipedia, Mitchellville was an 
unincorporated area named for John Mitchell 
(1788–1862), who owned Essington Hall, the 
plantation that encompassed much of the area. 
He and his wife Mary Lanham are buried in the 
family cemetery at Mitchellville and Mount Oak 
Roads, which is also the center of the former 
community. A railroad stop was just to the west. 
The area is now part of Bowie.



Collington Welcomes 2017
Some 90 Collington residents enjoyed a 
festive New Year’s Eve party in the Auditorium, 
featuring dinner and live music for dancing.  The 
evening ended around 10 p.m. – a  bit earlier 
than similar events in our youth, but no less 
enjoyable for that. Photos by Joyce Koch

Above: Jim Holmes and Tim Sabin got into the spirit of 

the evening’s “Phantom of the Opera” theme.

At Left: Bill and Barbara Conklin arrive at the party.

Bottom Left: Eva Yale and Jim Giese were among the 

party-goers.

Below: Jim and Tim, unmasked, with Marlane Liddell.  
Marlane and her husband, Greg Gay, co-chairs of the 
Hospitality Committee, were principal organizers of 

the party.


