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fied to discover that it was 
eager to participate.  In-
terest among students ran 
high, as well, as 20 appli-
cants vied for the two Art-
ists-in-Residence Fellow-
ships. The students will 
receive room and board in 
exchange for performing 
concerts and conducting 
other music programs.

The music school 
culled the applicants to four, who were inter-
viewed by a committee of Collington residents 
and music school faculty. They chose cellist Sa-
mantha Flores and clarinetist Matthew Rynes to 
fill the two slots.   

Samantha, already installed in Cottage 2206, 
has worked extensively with people of all ages 
who are passionate about music.  Her first 
concern at Collington was whether her cottage 
would be big enough to accommodate both her 
and her cello, an instrument she chose at age 
10 after her sister remarked that the violin, her 
first choice, was “something everybody played.”  

Music at Collington, 
already an important part 
of our lives, will hit a new 
high note in the coming 
year when two music stu-
dents from the University 
of Maryland will live and 
work here.

In announcing the 
Musicians in Residence 
program, CEO Marvell 
Adams said, “I am very 
excited about the opportunity to have such tre-
mendously talented students enrich the musical 
lives of Collington residents and staff.” 

It all began when resident Mary McCutchan, 
an alumna of Peabody Conservatory of 
Music, read an announcement that Peabody 
would sponsor a program involving its students 
with a Baltimore retirement community in con-
junction with Johns Hopkins University, with 
which Peabody affiliated in 1977.

Mary proposed to Marvell that we develop 
such a program with the University of Maryland 
School of Music. He lost no time in presenting 
her suggestion to the university and was grati-

Collington in Harmony with U. of Md.
by Frances Kolarek

see Music, p. 2

Collington’s new Musicians in Residence:  
Samantha Flores and Matthew Rynes.
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How does Samantha see her role here?  

“It’s an adventure – this is something new for 
all of us,” she says. 

Specific plans will wait until she learns more 
about us, she adds. “Most important to me is 
working together – collaborating with and sup-
porting each other.”  She is just as eager to 
meet us as we are to meet her and she invites 
calls on Ext. 7287.

Matthew, a freelance musician and teacher, 
performs classical, jazz and contemporary 
chamber music with a number of groups in the 
Baltimore-Washington area.  He was to arrive at 
Collington in early September.

Music from p. 1

If this Collingtonian feels heavier than usual, 
that’s because it is.  We’ve gone to 16 
pages in order to clear some of the backlog 
in profiles of new residents. We’ll slim down 
to the usual 12 pages in October.

About This Issue

Viewing an Eclipse at Sea
By Ardyce Asire

Editor’s note: Last month’s solar eclipse brought many 
Collingtonians together (Picture, p.11).  For one resident, it 
was a reminder of an “awesome” experience 26 years ago.

In the summer of 1991several U.S. science 
museums got together to charter a cruise ship to 
see a total eclipse of the sun from the west coast of 
Mexico.  A friend and I were lucky to join the group.

The original plan was to dock the ship and be 
ashore for the viewing.  But meteorologists on 
board, following the forecasts, persuaded the cap-
tain that it would be better to be at sea.  A small 
cadre with extremely delicate camera apparatus 
that required stability on solid ground insisted they 
be allowed to disembark.  Then we sailed away. 

Our conditions were ideal. For one thing, we 
were all wide awake – I had neighbors who went 
to Hawaii and had to get up at 4:30 a.m.  Another 
was that totality occurred at noon, with the sun 
directly overhead.  The day was cloudless and the 
temperature not too hot, with a slight breeze.

The top decks were packed as we stood in total 
darkness for five minutes.  The entire horizon was 
bright, with occasional clouds.  This was the first 
and only experience in my lifetime when I think 
the word “awesome” was apt.

Incidentally, the meteorologists were right.  
Those on land with their fancy cameras did not 
get a single shot.  There were rainstorms all the 
time for them.
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Just How Old are We?
By James Giese

Our editor re-
ceived a copy of 
the February 2017 
Breeze, a Kendal at 
Ithaca, N.Y., news-
letter containing 
statistics on the age 
of that community’s 
population.  “How 
does this compare 
to Collington?” he 
wondered.  So he 
asked the always 
busy Karen Cheney 
if she could provide 
comparable data for 
Collington.  Karen 
obliged and com-
piled data as of May 
1, 2017.

While the Collington data does not exactly 
match Ithaca’s, it is close enough to note some 
similarities and differences, plus one or two 
anomalies.

Ithaca is a smaller community with 292 resi-
dents, including both independent living and its 
health center.  As of May 1, Collington had 461 
residents, of whom 368 were independent living, 
56 in assisted living and 37 in skilled nursing.

The Breeze notes that Ithaca is an aging 
community with residents 85 and older increas-
ing from 46% to 69% between 2008 and 2015.  
While similar data is not available for Collington, 
the over 85 population percentage has probably 
decreased due to the recent numbers moving in.  
Our May 1 population for 86 and older is just 43 
percent.  

At 82 years, the average age for Collington 

independent living 
residents was four 
years younger than 
for Ithaca resi-
dents.  However, 
the populations are 
more closely alike 
for skilled nursing 
and assisted living 
residents, with Col-
lington’s average 
age just under 89 
and Ithaca’s just 
over that.  

At Ithaca, 61 per-
cent of all residents 
are between 85 and 
94, while here only 
37 percent are. Col-
lington has a fairly 

even population spread between the ages of 76 
and 95. 

Ithaca has 33% of its population age 90 and 
over and two women 100 and over.  We have 23 
percent of our population age 91 and over, plus 
two women 101 and over.  There could be more 
residents here who are at age 100.  

At Collington, the average age of men in in-
dependent living and skilled nursing is two years 
more than for women, while in assisted living the 
reverse is true.  At Ithaca, the average age for 
men and women is about the same.

Now that Collington is operating at near full 
occupancy, it can be expected that our popula-
tion will gradually age like Ithaca’s as time goes 
by.

Age Distribution at Collington
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Bette Lemperle (Apt. 227, Ext. 7541): From 
Peace Corps to Public Health Service
By Marion Robbins

Bette grew up in Nutley, N.J., 
about 12 miles west of New York 
City. Her main interests during 
those days were watercolor and 
oil painting, playing the snare 
drum in the Girl Scouts Drum and Bugle Corps, 
extracurricular sports, and the Methodist 
Church, where she sang in the Motet Choir and 
was active in the Youth Fellowship.

 For a career, however, she chose nursing, 
and attended Duke University School of Nursing 
because it offered a B.S. in four years instead 
of five. She completed a post-graduate course 
in cardiovascular nursing and then moved to 
Houston, where Drs. DeBakey and Cooley were 
doing their innovative heart surgery work. She 
worked at Methodist Hospital, where DeBakey 
was renowned for repairing aortic aneurysms. 
She then worked at St.Luke’s and Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, now the Texas Heart Center, in 
the Cardiac Catheterization Lab for two years.

In 1962, heeding a desire for adventure, Bette 
joined the Peace Corps. She served in East 
Pakistan at a district hospital before marrying 
Bob Taylor, a fellow Volunteer, and joining him at 
the Comilla Rural Development Program. At the 
end of Bob’s Volunteer service, they were hired-
onto the Peace Corps staff and served for two 
years in East Pakistan followed by two years in 
Turkey. Back in the States in 1968, Bette contin-

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

ued to work for the Peace Corps in Washington 
until their son was born in 1969. Her studies for 
a Masters in Public Health at Johns Hopkins 
University were interrupted for several years 
with child care and a stay in Vietnam, where her 
husband worked for a private company. After 
finishing her degree in 1977, Bette became a 
commissioned officer in the U.S. Public Health 
Service, achieving the rank of captain during her 
30-year tenure. Her last 22 years as a commis-
sioned officer were spent at the Food and Drug 
Administration evaluating new heart devices be-
fore they went on the market. She’s been retired 
for ten years.

After an amicable divorce in the early 80’s, 
Bette settled into a lovely home down the road 
from Collington, in Cheverly, Md. She partici-
pated in peer counseling activities for years, and 
took to the trails on weekends with local walking 
groups and for vacations overseas with British 
walking groups. 

Bette met Tai Chi Master Chang during a Col-
lington promotional event and started coming 
to his classes. She got to know several people 
here, and when the perfect apartment became 
available, she moved. She had been going to 
Canaan Valley in West Virginia for years, and 
has bought a cottage near the Canaan Valley 
Wildlife Refuge.  It’s a great place to walk, ski, 
relax on the porch or in front of the fire -- alone 
or with family and friends.

Calvan and Lois Pals (Apt. 249, Ext. 7577): A 
Half Century in Bowie
By Pat Bozeman

The Pals moved to Collington from a home 
in Bowie, where they had lived for 53 years. 
When eyesight and back problems made gar-
dening too difficult for Lois, she agreed with 
Cal that it was time to move to a CCRC. (Cal 
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plot by Collington’s greenhouse. Both enjoy 
reading; she likes history and historical fiction 
and Cal’s interests lie in science fiction. Lois 
also spends time doing genealogical research 
and recently discovered that one of Cal’s ances-
tors immigrated to America twice. The first time 
he sailed to the Jamestown colony in Virginia. 
Following a return to England two years later, 
this ancestor, whom Cal refers to as a “ne’er-
do-well,” sailed to America a second time – as a 
passenger on the Mayflower.

Elizabeth and Stephen Poole (Cottage 4014, 
Ext. 7345): Athletes and Students of Culture
By Marion Robbins

Sports enthusiasts and 
curious about other cultures, 
Elizabeth and Stephen begin our 
interview by saying, “We’ve lived 
a good life.”  Both of them grew 
up in Wilmington, Del., and attended the Wilm-
ington Friends School. Stephen excelled in soc-
cer, playing in some varsity games while in the 
eighth grade.  He also enjoyed basketball and 
tennis.  He continued to play soccer while study-
ing Economics at Park University in Parkville, 
Mo., near Kansas City. In 1966 he enlisted and 
spent two and a half years in the Army, including 
a year in Vietnam.

After the Army, he became a soccer referee, 
working high school and occasionally college 
games until he was 50.  Recently nursing a 
painful knee, he underwent knee surgery in July.

Meanwhile, Elizabeth competed in swimming 
and springboard diving for years. She also loved 
playing tennis and golf. After high school, she 
spent a summer on an Indian reservation in 

says he’s happy to be done with 
yard work.) Their two sons live 
in Mitchellville and Annapolis, 
and one of them suggested Col-
lington, which wasn’t foreign to 
the Pals. Several of their church 

friends live here.
Lois and Cal met while at 

Iowa State University, where 
she was majoring in horticulture 
and he in veterinary science. 
They met at the student union, 
where she worked as a cashier. They were mar-
ried after she graduated, and lived off campus 
until Cal finished the sixth and final year of his 
major. During that time, Lois was employed in 
ISU’s microbiology lab and also did some work 
hybridizing geraniums.

Following completion of his degree, Cal be-
gan work as a federal meat inspector in Omaha. 
Shortly after came a two-year stint in the U.S. 
Army, beginning in 1959. He was stationed in 
Kansas City, Mo., inspecting meats and other 
foods purchased for Army consumption. He 
returned to his position in Omaha following his 
service obligation. In 1963, Cal was transferred 
to Beltsville, Md., where he tested meat samples 
for bacterial contamination. It was at this time 
that the Pals established their home in Bowie.

Lois is a native of Iowa, having grown up on 
a farm. She attended a one-room school there 
for grades 1 through 8. Cal was born in Chicago, 
but lived in a number of places because his fa-
ther also had a degree in veterinary science and 
was a meat inspector. He says Alexandria, Va. 
was probably the closest to a hometown for him 
since he lived there from fourth grade through 
high school.

Lois enjoys sewing and gardening and is 
interested in possibly maintaining a small, raised 

see Newcomers, p. 6
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Pine Ridge, S.D. She became 
fascinated by other cultures 
and chose anthropology as her 
major at the University of Dela-
ware. She was fortunate to get 
the month of January off twice, 
so that she could go to Mexico with her profes-
sors and study the culture there.

Finding a job that could sustain her in anthro-
pology, however, was difficult. So Elizabeth got 
a B.S. in nursing and worked at the University 
of Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia for two 
years, which she recalls as a wonderful experi-
ence. She then worked in hospital nursing in 
Atlanta and in the rehabilitation section of the 
Alfred I. Dupont Hospital for Children in Wilm-
ington, treating trauma victims.

Elizabeth and Stephen met at a Presbyterian 
church’s young adult group in 1965 and were 
married soon after. Stephen served the church 
as a teacher for five-year olds, then Deacon, 
and finally as a Trustee, a position he enjoyed 
the most.

After her marriage, Elizabeth didn’t want to 
work weekends, so she got a graduate degree 
in Health Care Administration and worked for 
five years as an Intake nurse for the Home 
Health Care Agency. Stephen worked in bank-
ing estate settlement, administration of trusts 
and managing court appointed guardianships 
for 33 years. He started his career in Delaware 
Trust, which today is Wells Fargo. After 23 
years there, he finished his career working for 
10 years at PNC Bank in Wilmington.

The Pooles decided they wanted to travel, 
and went to England, Italy, Thailand, Israel, 
Palestine and Egypt. They also visited the 
Canadian Rockies, the San Juan Islands, and 
they toured Central America, going through the 

Newcomers from p. 5 Panama Canal. They share a love of bird watch-
ing, as well as visiting museums and going to 
classical music concerts and stage plays. Here 
at Collington what they love most is the friendli-
ness of the people.

Ann Davie (Cottage 3110, Ext. 7325): A 
Hankering for Spirituality
By Peggy Latimer

Ann Rose Davie was born in 
Durham, N.C.  Her father trained at 
Harvard in psychiatry and neurol-
ogy, and the family stayed in the 
Boston area till his career took him to Los Ange-
les and the UCLA Medical School. Ann went to 
Pomona College, where she met her husband. 
Bruce Davie.

During high school, Ann had become active 
in a Presbyterian youth group, “which was a 
formative experience,” and she continued her 
religious involvement at Pomona. “I must have 
had a hankering to go to seminary even then,” 
she said, but chose to marry and move with 
Bruce to Harvard, where he earned his Ph.D. in 
Economics and Ann her M.Ed. When Bruce was 
appointed a professor at Georgetown University 
in 1963, they moved to the Washington area. 
The couple was immediately drawn to The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church in the District, 
a commitment that continues 54 years later. Ann 
and Bruce adopted a daughter, Kate, and a son, 
Sam, in the mid ‘60s, and a third child, Grace, 
was born 10 years later. 

In the late ‘70s, Ann went to work at a Uni-
versity of Maryland teacher education center. In 
the ‘80s she worked for the American Council on 
Education in a project to promote opportunities 
for students with disabilities.  Through that work 
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she met Ginny Thornburgh, a leading advocate 
for people with disabilities. “Ginny asked me to 
help draft a handbook to help religious organi-
zations welcome and include people with dis-
abilities, not just providing physical access but 
promoting real participation in leadership.” Her 
church became one of the models in the hand-
book, an award-winning publication: That All 
May Worship: An Interfaith Welcome to People 
with Disabilities, published in 1992. 

“One day, Ginny asked me, “You seem to em-
phasize the theological implications of our work; 
why aren’t you in seminary’?”  The same day an 
older church friend commented, “Isn’t it great to 
change your life late in life?” (Ann was now in 
her 50s). That did it: “Somehow, I finally got the 
message!”

Ann enrolled at the Washington Hospital 
Center Clinical Pastoral Education program and 
then attended Wesley Theological Seminary. 
Ann was ordained in the Presbyterian Church 
USA as chaplain at the Ingleside at Rock Creek 
retirement community.    

After their third child finished college, the Da-
vies moved to Woodley Park in the District.  In 
2003, Ann lost her husband to cancer. In 2006, 
she moved to the Broadmoor Apartments in 
Cleveland Park, D.C. She retired from Ingleside 
in 2010 but continues as a Parish Associate 
Minister for Visitation at New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church.

Ann’s daughter Grace is a professor of Afri-
can history at Queens College in New York. Her 
other daughter Kate, lives in Massachusetts, 
Kate is an associate in a Massachusetts com-
pany providing life care services. Her son Sam 
died in 2013. Ann enjoys three young grand-
sons.    

Why come to Collington? Ann particularly 
likes Collington’s Kendal connection as well as 

the wonderful campus spaces. She enjoys inter-
viewing new residents for the Collingtonian and 
learning their stories. She’s also involved in the 
Health Services and Marketing committees. “I 
want to be a part of an effort to move us toward 
a consistent medical system that is of such high 
quality that all residents would choose to have 
their doctors here on campus.” She has become 
a Collington Ambassador to welcome new resi-
dents, and she attends the weekly Bible study. 

Most important to Ann is her belief in “building 
community wherever you are.” She concluded, 
“Moving to Collington feels a bit like a cruise: I 
don’t worry about where we are going to land 
later, but look at it as a challenge and an oppor-
tunity now.”

Dan and Gay Kelly (Cottage 2012, Ext. 
7261): Art and Government Service
By Pat Bozeman

The Kellys are part of a recent mini-migration 
to Collington from Texas. They chose Collington 
because of its on-site health care, affordability 
and the community’s positive vibe and interest-
ing, diverse residents.

Dan grew up in Los Angeles. He majored 
in English at UC-Berkeley and earned a Ph.D. 
in medieval literature from Princeton. He also 
attended the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies in Toronto, where his uncle, Father John 
Kelly, served as president of St. Michael’s Col-
lege.

Gay’s father was a Methodist chaplain in the 
military, so her growing-up years were spent in 
California, Nevada, Louisiana and Germany. 
Southeast Texas was, however, the closest to 
“home,” as her grandparents lived just outside 

see Newcomers, p. 10
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years, the table needed refurbishing. Regular 
players got together to identify and fund a re-
placement.  The Woodshop provided the bulk 
of the funds, a handful of residents added to the 
total, and the old table got a $700 trade in.  

The installation was a critical element, accord-
ing to Bill Colby.  Two highly skilled men worked 
for five hours to put the table together.  Two hours 
alone were required to level the three pieces of 
slate that form the table’s surface. 

There’s another surprise:  the felt is blue. Re-
search shows that blue is the best color for “old 
eyes”, and people with any vision problems.  

It’s a fairly sure bet that some residents do not 
know about a little gem of a room nestled behind 
the library.  The room has a good carpet, some 
rather inappropriate autumn-leaf wallpaper, and, 
as of Aug. 18, a new piece of equipment as lovely 
in its way as our new grand piano in the audito-
rium.

The place is the Billiards Room, and the new 
addition is a magnificent pool table.   

The table replaces one purchased a decade 
and a half ago with funds from the woodshop and 
the hilltop garden.  Curtis Langford coordinated 
choosing and purchasing the table.  After 14 

New Table Cues Joy for Pool Players
By Marian Fuchs

Denny Klass organized an inauguration ceremony for the 
new pool table.  Chief Executive Marvell Adams  
was invited to take the first shot on the blue felt.   

Photo by George Newman
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lake, in turn, will provide a second place for finer 
sediment to sink to the bottom, resulting in a clean 
runoff going into the neighboring branch of the 
Anacostia River, which, in turn, flows to Chesa-
peake Bay.

The gabions are wire boxes filled with stone 
riprap and are piled one on top of another to form 
a low-profile dam over which the stream water 
will flow.  The work project, which began in July, is 
slated for completion in mid-September, accord-
ing to a late-August announcement from Chief 
Operating Officer Karen Boyce.

What’s going on at Collington Lake?  Why is all 
that construction equipment there?

Prince George’s County has employed a con-
tractor to build a weir at the stream inlet to the 
lake using federal grant funds made available for 
improvements to the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  
While this work is being done, it has been neces-
sary to lower the water level in the lake. 

Now partially constructed with rock gabions, 
the weir will partially block the stream, creating a 
small forebay of still water that will allow silt and 
chemical runoff from surrounding land to settle to 
the bottom before the water enters the lake.  The 

The State of the Lake
By James Giese

Weir construction on the partially drained lake.  Photo by George Newman
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of Houston. She majored in 
chemistry at Rice University until 
her senior year.  She switched 
to art and art history when Domi-
nique de Menil brought the Ma-
chine Show to Rice from the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York City. 

Gay and Dan met at Rice. Gay acted in a col-
lege production of the 15th-century play “Man-

kind,” which Dan translated 
and directed.  She notes, “I 
wasn’t at all impressed with 
him initially.” They were mar-
ried in 1972 in Houston’s fa-
mous Rothko Chapel.

The 1970s saw the Kel-
lys sharing time between South Carolina and 
Austin.  In addition to Dan’s teaching duties, 
Gay was a lecturer in art at Coastal Carolina 
College. They settled in Austin in 1979, where 
Dan taught at the University of Texas and Gay 
pursued art history in graduate school. She has 
been a professional artist ever since. From 2007 
until 2014, Gay also owned a commercial art 
gallery in downtown Austin. 

Dan taught writing for 11 years in a Sloan 
Foundation program for talented Black and His-
panic college juniors at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
School of Public Affairs, a job he found particu-
larly gratifying. He left UT for “an even more 
lucrative career” in state government in 1984, 
first as a legislative analyst for the House Study 
Group, an organization modeled on the House 
Democratic Study Group in Congress, then as 
editor of Comptroller Bob Bullock’s monthly eco-
nomics newsletter, which won a National Press 
Club award. Later, under Texas Agriculture 

Commissioner Jim Hightower, Dan wrote the 
first organic food regulations in the U.S. From 
1991 until he retired in 2014, he was director of 
the Alternative Fuels Division of the Texas Rail-
road Commission, the state’s energy agency. 

As the interior of the Kellys’ cottage attests, 
Gay is still an avid and active painter, with a 
long resumé of exhibitions to her credit. Dan 
mostly reads and writes; one project is a book 
about Gay’s art. Both enjoy all the arts, as well 
as cooking, and bicycling. At Collington, they 
enjoy the Foreign Affairs discussions. Gay rais-
es vegetables and basil on the hilltop garden; 
Dan cooks them. 

Their daughters Maria, in Fort Worth, and 
Kate, in Boston, ensure that family visits also 
come with access to great cultural institutions in 
both cities.

As the Kellys’ biographies, above, attest, a 
number of Collington residents have ties to 
Texas.  Wherever we’re from, we’ve been 
affected by the heartbreaking images from 
flood-ravaged Houston and other Texas cities.  
Many will want to donate to the relief effort.  
The traditional relief agencies like the Red 
Cross represent one option. Another was 
outlined by CEO Marvell Adams in an email 
and voice message to residents: Leading 
Age, the association of facilities for the ag-
ing, is conducting a fund drive for its com-
munities in the area devastated by Hurricane 
Harvey.
The official Collington website, collington.
kendal.org, has a link to the donation page.  
Checks may also be sent to Leading Age, 
2519 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 
20008, Attn: Jody Moeller

A Way to Help Houston
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telephone calls, however, tops her 
list.  And she has made an out-
standing start.  She has met with Pat 
Howard, president of the Residents 
Association, and after a look at our 
list of Activities Committees she 
was overwhelmed with the amount 
of volunteering Collingtonians do 
– “a form of philanthropy often over-
looked,” Suku notes.

After attending a meeting of the Community 
Outreach Committee, Suku remarked, “I am im-
pressed by the generous spirit of residents and 
staff.  There seems to be a genuine desire by 
all to engage in activities that support the well-
being of the Collington community and beyond.” 
As the days go by, she plans to acquaint herself 
with all of them.  

“My door is open,” Suku says, “and I am 
delighted to meet with any and all who live and 
work here.  Or you can send me an e-mail.”  Her 
address is spowers@collington.kendal.org.  Her 
office is in the new admin suite (see page 14) 
and her extension is 7682.

Suku Powers, born in New York 
of parents from South India, is our 
new Philanthropy and Community 
Engagement Director.  She grew up 
in Connecticut and went to Dickin-
son College in Carlisle, Pa., where 
she studied Public Policy and Interna-
tional Affairs.

She is married to Nathan Pow-
ers, “an Irish boy“she met while she 
was in graduate school at the University of 
Pittsburgh.  The couple have two children: a 
daughter, Indi, 11, and a son Jack, 6. Suku and 
her family live in Annapolis.

Although she majored in International Affairs 
and had dreams of a career in diplomacy, job 
opportunities directed her toward fund-raising in 
the public health area.  She comes to us after 
17 years as a development director for national-
ly recognized health and wellness organizations.

Suku is brimming with ideas for fund raising 
activities at Collington.  Getting to know Col-
lington residents through personal contact and 

Meet Our New Philanthropy Director
By Frances Kolarek

The Aug. 21 
eclipse drew 
a crowd to the 
Courtyard. 
Photo by 
Peggy 
Latimer.
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of paper.  The 
children were 
enchanted. “Can 
we take them 
home?” they 
begged.

The Cora 
Rice Elementary 
School opened in 
2005 and is not 
far from FedEx 
Field.  It can be 
reached by following Lottsford Road west to its 
end.  The school is on the left.

If you would like to become involved in this 
new activity, get in touch with Martha Pollick on 
Ext. 7398 or Mary Kim, Ext. 5110, co-chairs of 
the Community Outreach Committee.

Ask Martha Pollick about her favorite activ-
ity and her enthusiasm knows no bounds -- it’s 
reading to pre-kindergarten children at the Cora 
Rice Elementary School, a recent addition to the 
Community Outreach Committee’s lengthy list of 
projects. 

Martha is eager to see additional residents 
engaged in this reading project, since she de-
rives so much enjoyment from it herself.  She 
warns, however, that applicants have to be pho-
tographed and fingerprinted by the School Board 
– sensible measures to ensure the security of 
the children.  “But the fun you get from reading 
to the children, is worth this small inconve-
nience,” Martha feels.  “And the children!  They 
love it.”

 During the spring semester, Martha read her 
group a book about hats, and then showed the 
children how to make a hat by folding a sheet 

Outreach Group Expands Work
By Frances Kolarek

A more subtle scam: The caller tells you there’s 
a charge for your new card, and says you can 
mail the payment or charge it to your credit card.  
Don’t send money. Absolutely don’t give out your 
credit card number.  There is no charge. Your tax 
dollars pay for this project.

There are some things you can do.
• If you moved recently, be sure to notify the 

government of your change of address so 
your new Medicare card will come to you. 
Social Security:  1-800-772-1213 
Medicare:  1-800-633-4227

• When your new Medicare card arrives, shred 
the old one. Collington has a secure shred 
box in the coat room by the auditorium.

• Report any suspicious calls or solicitations 
to the Senior Medicare Patrol at 1-855-613-
7080

In April 2018, Medicare will begin issuing new 
Medicare cards with random numbers to replace 
the current cards, which use your Social Security 
number.  The project is scheduled for completion 
by December 2019.

Scammers are already taking advantage of 
the switch.  You might receive a phone call from 
someone claiming to be working for Medicare 
who asks you to verify or confirm your current 
Medicare number and other personal information 
so that you can receive your new card. 

If that’s the message, hang up!.
Not only does Medicare not call for this kind 

of information, t already has your Social Security 
number.

New Medicare Card, New Scams
By Mary Bird

The Cora Rice Elementary School 
in Landover.  It shares a building 
with the G. James Gholson Middle 
School, named for a former 
Collington resident who oversaw 
the integration of Prince George’s 
County public schools.
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There is a gap of 
time between the 
time the contractors 
will have completed 
their work and The 
Landing opens. 
There are multiple 
reasons for this: 
a new computer 
system needs to 
be installed, which 
will provide us with 
greater flexibility 
and variety of food 
options. Details of 
the plan will be intro-

duced to the residents at a community meeting 
this fall. In addition staff will need to be trained.  
And finally, the holidays are not an appropriate 
time of year to be opening a new eating venue.

From all accounts, this is going to be a very 
special place. The patio, whose steel skeleton 
is now in place, will have skylights and a lot 
of glass. Details are in the process of being 
worked out to have a green wall on the patio. 
Wide doors and big windows will give the whole 
area an open feel.  And add the smell of fresh 
cooking pizza! Oh, my…

By the time you 
read this, the pizza 
oven will have been 
installed in the 
kitchen of The Land-
ing, our new bistro. 
But when are you 
going to be able to 
get a piping hot slice 
of pizza out of it? 
That is the question I 
asked Chris Ramsey, 
Director of Culinary 
Services. The an-
swer:” Shortly after 
the turn of the year.”

The project got set back significantly because 
of delays in the permitting process, but we now 
have strong momentum as we move forward. 
The demolition process been completed; win-
dow and door frames are being installed, as is 
the fireproofing and ductwork. Reconfiguring 
the arts and crafts room and corridors will begin 
soon, according to Jason Rineer, Superin-
tendent for Warfel Construction Company of 
Lancaster, Pa., the contractor for the job. At any 
one time, he has between 25 and 30 men work-
ing on the project, representing a wide scope of 
trades – carpentry, plumbing, electrical, sheet 
metal and masonry to name just some of them. 
Jason expects that their work will be done by 
the end of November.

All of the equipment, other that the pizza 
oven, which needs to be put in place prior to the 
building of the interior walls, has been ordered. 
Chris Ramsey was expecting delivery of the 
china, glassware and cutlery before the end of 
August.

‘The Landing’ Nears Touchdown
By Mike McCulley

Warfel, contractor for The Landing, has provided “sidewalk 
superintendent” viewing areas so residents can monitor 

progress. Photo by George Newman.
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to actual move-in, 
according to Karen, 
but as staff mem-
bers get settled and 
personalize their 
offices, they are 
becoming comfort-
able with their new 
spaces and are 
finding them a big 
improvement over 
their former settings. 

It takes only a few steps for Administration, Fi-
nance and Human Resources to communicate 
face-to-face, or they may all come together in 
their airy conference room, which is open to the 
hallway through French doors. Marvell notes 
that Information Technology staff will be install-
ing a wireless telecommunication system in the 
conference room that, among other benefits, will 
allow instant communication among any of the 
Kendal affiliates.

Makeshift signage appears on the doors of 
each office suite, but new, permanent signage 
will replace temporary signage, according to 
Karen. Marvell has received assurances from 
Interiors Committee chair Anne Stone that com-
mon areas of each suite will receive art instal-
lations, thus adding to the ambiance of these 
spaces.

Once occupants have completed their un-
packing and have settled into their new offices, 
Marvell promises a reception in this remodeled 
space in the Fall so that all residents and staff 
may see and celebrate the latest improvements 
to the building.

The rooms off the 
corridor between the 
Marketing offices 
and the second-floor 
laundry room have 
been transformed 
into three handsome 
office suites, hous-
ing Administration, 
Finance and Human 
Resources. 

Collington’s Executive Director Marvell Ad-
ams recalls that when the bistro was conceived 
for the third floor – where the offices had been 
situated – Chief of Administration Karen Cheney 
mentioned that, originally, Administration offices 
had been in the space that the library now oc-
cupies. The return to a more central location, 
Marvell said, allows staff to be closer to the 
daily flow of residents and other staff during 
their daily comings and goings. Also, he notes, 
“It’s beneficial to have staff together.” Chief Op-
erating Officer Karen Boyce agrees, previously 
having been located on the first floor, with her 
colleagues two floors away.

Entering any of the three new office suites, 
one has the feeling of calm, looking at the cool 
gray walls, clean white trim and abundant light 
filtering through windows and the doors with 
full glass insets. All-new furniture has replaced 
various and sundry old pieces, giving the area 
a professional, unified look. The feeling of calm 
belies the beehive of activity under way in indi-
vidual offices. 

It took about a year from the planning phases 

Admin Moves into New Digs
By Pat Bozeman

Part of the new administrative suite.  Photo by Pat Bozeman.
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September heralds the beginning of fall col-
ors, and chrysanthemums (“mums”) give us 
plenty of color.  If you ever have a chance to 
attend a fall chrysanthemum show, you will be 
amazed at the incredible beauty and forms of 
specialty mums:  small and big blooms, spiders, 
balls, poms, and singles in all sorts of colors.

We are familiar with the popular mounded 
plants offered everywhere. But have you ever 
considered the amount of effort and technology 
required to get these plants to you? First, cut-
tings of each variety are taken in early spring, 
rooted in moist conditions in pots in a protected 
greenhouse. Once rooted, the plants are grown 
rapidly under ideal conditions to get well-round-
ed dwarf shapes. They may then be repotted 
into larger pots and grown outside under bright 
conditions. This is where the plants develop 
many stems and a bushy habit, and form flower 
buds.

How about bugs? Mums are attractive to 
aphids and spider mites, so they may require 
spraying. Proper watering is usually carried out 
automatically, as it would be difficult to water 
thousand of plants by walking between them 
with a hose. The grower must judge each vari-
ety as to whether it needs to be treated with a 
dwarfing chemical to keep it from growing too 
large and too leggy.

At some point the wholesaler contacts the 
retailer (or vice-versa) to see that proper num-
bers of plants of given varieties are delivered 

Mum’s the Word for Color

within an agreed-upon time. The retailer begins 
to display the plants when the flower buds begin 
to show color. Now is the time when you, the 
customer, peruse the plants available to select 
your preferences.  Once you buy and display 
the plants at your selected site, you need to 
remember to water them as needed. If you want 
to grow them next year, trim them back after 
flowers have faded, and keep the plants in a 
cool, lighted site until spring when you plant 
them outside.

Bill Preston’s involvement with growing things goes 
far beyond his monthly column.  Here he is with a 

morning’s bounty destined for the dining room and 
special arrangements. Photo by Peggy Latimer.



Residents’ talent was on display in a variety of 
ways in August.  Marilyn Haskell (bottom, left) 
was the impresario for a talent show arranged 
by the Drama Committee.  The KollingKats 
jazz ensemble (center) performed at a cocktail 
hour under the auspices of the Hospitality 
Committee.  
Meanwhile, displays in the hallways highlighted 
paintings by Robert Hamill (right) and fabric art 
by Jacob Kjine (bottom, right)
Photos by Joyce Koch and Peggy Latimer

Collington’s Got Talent


