
  Collington’s Commitment to Sustainability 
A Handout for Newcomers, prepared by the Sustainability Committee 

 
Our community, by policy and action, is committed to caring for the environment.   
 
As an affiliate of the Kendal Community System, Collington’s board, residents and 
staff have pledged to conduct their activities in an ecologically responsible and 
economically prudent manner, with a view to promoting good stewardship of 
resources.   
 
An active and well-attended Sustainability Committee of residents is the main 
environmental working group of the community.  It has initiated many of the 
achievements outlined in this paper.  
 
Achievements since 2014 cover a wide range of activities, including: 

 recycling of household, medical, and dining items 
 conserving paper 
 maintaining our campus grounds with good landscape practice  
 making measureable energy and water savings 
 installing LED bulbs both outdoors and indoors 
 keeping a bee colony (which is subject to nation-wide threats) 
 improving and maintaining small wildlife refuges and the woodland trails 

around the Collington campus by volunteer weekend ‘weed warriors’ 
 raising and maintaining sustainability awareness  
 sourcing by Dining Services of locally produced food to the extent possible, 

and using kosher, antibiotic- and growth hormone-free chicken and seafood 
 using improved insulation in walls and ceilings in new construction and 

renovations.  
 
Collington’s sustainability efforts follow 13 sustainability goals held in common by 
all Kendal affiliates.  The goals are listed on the following page.  
 
Although many more actions will be needed to fully comply with some goals, 
Collington can take satisfaction in having introduced a number of substantial and 
important sustainability innovations in the last three years.    



Collington/Kendal Environmental Goals 
 
 
1:  Recycling -- Establish, monitor and maintain a community-wide, multi-faceted system 
of recycling or disposal of items such as, but not limited to:  paper goods, containers, 
plastics, batteries, electronic goods and hazardous materials. 
 
2. Reduce Paper Use -- Establish program to reduce office paper usage and purchase 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper for print materials.   
 
3. Landscape Stewardship -- Establish a program to install and maintain native 
landscape. 
 
4. Efficient Energy Management -- Provide building automation/energy management 
for monitoring mechanical, electrical and plumbing equipment for maximum efficiency. 
 
5. Energy Conservation -- Develop an energy conservation plan that is measurable. 
 
6. EnergyStar Appliances -- Adopt a policy to purchase only EnergyStar appliances. 
 
7. Environmental Education -- Offer environmental educational programs and ongoing 
reminders and updates to staff and residents about environmental issues and opportunities. 
 
8. Water Conservation -- Establish a program for water conservation. 
 
9. Landscape Management -- Provide a program for incorporating the least possible 
use of herbicides and pesticides into landscape management. 
 
10.  Using Green Chemicals -- Provide a program for using green chemicals in all 
aspects of operations, including housekeeping, laundry and dining facilities. 
 
11.  Food Policy -- Establish a “food philosophy” which includes incorporating local food 
in the dining room. 
 
12.  Sustainability Workgroup -- Establish a sustainability workgroup in the 
community, including residents and staff, that actively works to monitor and advance 
sustainability efforts of the community.   Establish a sustainability ‘library’ with references 
and web links.   
 
13.  Green Building Standards -- Establish a program and practice of green building 
standards in any construction or renovation project, including finishes and furnishings.  
 
 
For details of what Collington has achieved under these goals in the 
last three years, plus a listing of next actions, and which groups are 
responsible, please see the Kendal website:  
 

https://kendal-sustainability.wikispaces.com/Collington 


