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Another Interesting Couple Arrives
By Robert Elkin
Peter Pfund took his first job with the State
Department in 1959 just after
graduating from the University
of Pennsylvania Law School,
little realizing that he would
spend his entire career with
State including assignments
in Vienna and Bonn. By that
time, he had already met Irina
Hasse at a student hangout,
“The Eggshell,” in Berlin while
Peter was stationed there with
a special services unit of the
US Army.
Irina was born in 1936 in Berlin and was
evacuated to northeast Germany with her
mother in 1942 because of the Allied bombing.
Her father, an actor, remained behind to help
maintain morale. After the war, Irina’s family returned to Berlin. She met Peter when she was a
student at the Free University. Later, she came
to the U.S to finish her undergraduate work at
Mount Holyoke and completed her master’s
degree in Linguistics at Georgetown University.
Over the following years, she taught German in
colleges in the Washington DC area. Peter and
Irina married and moved to northern Virginia in
1959 after they completed their schooling. Their
two children, Mara and Niko, were born here.
Looking back over his career, Peter says he
found it interesting, challenging, and diverse.
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His early work in the legal adviser’s office of the
State Department dealt with U.S.-Canadian relations; for example, the use of boundary water
resources such as the flow over Niagara Falls
and water pollution.
The family’s first overseas
assignment came in 1966-68
with Peter loaned to the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna. Another Foreign
Service posting took the family
to Bonn, then capital of West
Germany where Peter served
as Legal Adviser to the Embassy from 1973-78. Maintenance of U.S. and Allied rights
in Berlin were a major legal and political issue.
This was a tense time for all countries involved
with the security and status of Berlin and the
“Wall” still divided the City. Legal problems also
arose for the Embassy in Bonn from the stationing of U.S. troops and dependents in Germany.
Shortly after returning to the U.S. in 1978,
Peter became responsible for the program of
U.S. participation in the unification of private law
(commercial and trade law, procedural law, family law) by four inter-governmental organizations.
In 1980, Peter headed the U.S. delegation to the
concluding negotiation of the Hague Conference
on Private International Law on a treaty to deter
and undo wrongful parental abductions of children to another country. Later, in 1993, Peter
headed a delegation of 14 experts to the final
negotiation of a treaty of the Hague Inter-Country Adoption Convention, designed to safeguard

the children involved, as well as the birth and
adoptive parents. At the time, such adoptions
were not safeguarded by any international rules
and there were serious abuses of the process
and trafficking of children for personal gain. The
U.S. was the world’s major receiving country of
children from abroad in adoption –about 20,000
per year at the time. Moreover, there were no
federal government or effective State protections for children from the U.S. being adopted
by persons resident abroad—protections now
required by the Convention, to which the U.S.
became a party in 2008. Among the issues
involved in the Convention negotiations and the
preparation of U.S. federal implementing legislation and regulations were questions about who
could provide adoption services, whether single
persons, gay couples, and persons of different races than the children could adopt under
the Convention, and what government agency
would be responsible for oversight of the process.
After Peter retired in 1997, he continued until
2004 as a consultant in the Counsular Affairs
Bureau of State working on implementation of
the Inter-Country Adoption Convention.
With their own children grown and living their
own lives and with both Irina and Peter retired,
they looked about for a senior retirement community and chose Collington. In addition to
becoming part of the community in 2009 (their
son, Niko Pfund will speak to us on the digital
and Internet’s challenges to publishing, sponsored by our Speaker’s Committee), Peter and
Irina plan to continue their longtime interests in
the theater and the arts, and traveling. We welcome another simpatico and interesting couple
to Collington.
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HAIKU
By Charles Casto
March winds aid kites bear
Dreams at the end of a string
Hail spring and bright skies.

SONGS FOR THE SADDEST IDES
By Ogden Nash
Hayfoot, strawfoot, forward march!
Stiffen your backbone up with starch!
Strut like Hercules or Hector!
Ready for the Income Tax Collector!
Citizen? Resident? Married? Single?
Living together, or don’t you mingle?
Blessed events? If so, please state
Change of status, its nature and date.
Presto! Changeo! Hullabaloo!
Where does the money vanish to?
It’s used in research, children dear,
For ways to increase the tax next year.
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Energy Survey Report Received
By Curt Bury

In mid-March, Collington received the long
awaited Energy Assessment report from the
Maryland Energy Administration (MEA). Chris
Francis considers it an excellent report in that it,
“…provides a nice balance between quick-low
cost energy saving options that we can implement immediately - mid-range/mid-cost options
and long-range/capital expenditure options.
This approach will allow us to plan!” Currently,
the report is under study by the Administration
team of Chris Francis, Angie Layfield, and Tom
Connelly, who are developing an action plan
to take advantage of the energy cost-saving
opportunities described in the report. Chris
Francis noted that, “It will call for a joint effort by
residents and staff to cut utility costs.”
The MEA limited this first investigation to the
main buildings, including the Creighton Center
and the apartments. Our residential cottages fall
into a different category within the MEA, to be
pursued separately.
The purposes of this energy assessment
were to:
• Identify the types and costs of energy use;
• Understand how energy is being used and
possibly wasted;
• Identify and analyze alternatives that could
substantially reduce energy costs, such as
improved operational techniques and/or new
equipment;
• Perform an economic analysis of those alternatives; and
• Determine which ones are cost-effective for
the buildings under assessment.
As we wait to learn the specifics of the report
and Administration’s assessment, let’s take a
look at how the study came about. Early in
2009, when President Obama announced that
Federal stimulus plan funding would be made

available for energy-saving applications, members of the Resident’s Association Planning
Committee, chaired by Luann Vaky, discussed
how Collington might take advantage of ways to
become more “Green” and save year.
Curt Bury and Anne Stone pursued this opportunity, first by contacting U. S. Energy Secretary Chu’s office. That office referred us to the
State of Maryland (the states are responsible for
managing the Federal funds being made available). Governor O’Malley’s office gave us the
appropriate contact in Annapolis - the Maryland
Energy Administration.
Jenn Gallicchio of the MEA then described to
us the following two-step process:
1. Have a professional study done at Collington to determine what kinds of savings could
be made. The MEA would fund most of such a
study, subject to a small amount of funding from
Collington. (Collington paid $1,500 for its share
of the cost of the current study, which appears
to meet the requirement for a professional study
for all of Collington except the cottages.)
2. Based on the results of the study, Collington could apply for a Federal/State funded loan
under the stimulus plan, to be paid for out of
savings that resulted. Collington would compete
with other requests from around Maryland for
the extra funding available.
Tom Connelly took over leadership of the
project and, with Curt and Anne, met with Chief
Executive Officer Larry Mabry. Together, they
agreed that
this sounded like an excellent
opportunity for Collington. Larry found funding
for the study and Tom applied for the study and
dealt with MEA and its subcontractor for the
study.
The next steps will be taken when the Administration team has completed its assessment of
the study.
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Collington’s Buildings Committee
By Jarvis Freymann

Group strive to improve the comfort, appearance

Although committees are often the butt of derisive jokes (British novelist John le Carré once
described them as being “animals with four back
legs” and Milton Berle called them “groups that
keep minutes but lose hours”), such small task
forces do, in fact, play an important role, and
can be prodigious engines of action and change.
Take, for example, Collington’s Buildings Committee. Established in its present form last year
through the merger of what were formerly our
Property and Security Subcommittees and Interiors Group, Buildings is chaired by Curtiss Bury
with the able assistance of Clyde Griffen, Anne
Stone, and approximately thirty other industrious
volunteers.
The Committee is concerned with all aspects
of the maintenance, repair and improvement of
Collington’s physical plant. As part of its scope, it
works closely with Tom Connelly, Kendall Brown,
Dwindle Robinson and Roy Jenkins in watching
over the continuing comfort, security and safety
of resident. Illustrations include: Seeing to the
efficient handling and timely completion of work
orders, reporting needed re-roofing of cottages;
identifying hazardous bricks and stones at gates
and entryways. In this work, the Committee represents the residents who may be affected by all
these things and communicates with the appropriate Administration unit.
One recent initiative was the development of
“safety checklists” for each of our independent
living residents. Never static, these lists remain
under review to ensure they are current and in
accord with Collington’s Emergency and
Disaster Plans.
4

The Collingtonian

Anne Stone, Jeanne Gart and their Interiors

April 2010

and function of Collington’s living areas. This
involves hands-on work arranging displays and
exhibits in the Clock tower and Library corridor,
in addition to hanging pictures around Collington.
Curt Bury and Clyde Griffen constantly seek
new and better ways of enhancing the well-being
of all who live here in a numbr of ways, including: Effectively responding to all reports of theft
and other misconduct to ensure administration’s
follow-up; keeping a sharp eye on the adequacy
and effectiveness of street lighting and surveillance cameras; discovering safety hazards; and
reviewing emergency evacuation procedures.
Because we live in a rapidly changing world,
the Committee aims to “keep ahead of the curve”
by devising strategies to deal with important new
problems and opportunities that are just now beginning to emerge – particularly those having to
do with environmental protection and improved
systems of rapid and effective communication.
See the “Energy Survey Report Received” article
on page 3 for one accomplishment of the Committee’s leadership.
Our Buildings Committee is developing a set of
“Wi-Fi” (wireless networking) proposals directed
toward expanding and improving internet access
and quality throughout our campus and replacing now largely-outdated PET (Personal Emergency Transmitter) pendants with state-of-theart fall-detectors and other safety sensors that
should significantly improve Security’s ability to
respond instantly to resident emergencies.
All we have to say to Curt, Clyde, Anne and
their fellow workers is a hearty “JOB WELL
DONE!“

What to Do in Historic Greenbelt
By Jim Giese
Follow these directions to old Greenbelt. Turn
right off westbound MD-193 Greenbelt/Enterprise
Road immediately after crossing the BaltimoreWashington Parkway bridge and go two blocks
to Crescent Road. You will be in the center of
the original government-built Greenbelt. Crescent Road will curve away to the right and left to
almost surround the town center where the
original school/community center, outdoor
swimming pool and commercial buildings
were built. These original buildings are
now intermixed with newer structures. On
the opposite side of Crescent are original
apartments and town homes, including the
Greenbelt Museum.
Greenbelt Museum -- An original two
bedroom home has been restored to the
late 1930’s era with furniture specially built for
Greenbelt. The visitor center, originally the garage, offers a short movie and select sale items.
Open noon to 4 p.m. Sundays (10-B Crescent
Road, about one block left from Southway).
Greenbelt Community Center -- The building is recognized as an outstanding example of
art deco architecture. Carved stone relief panels by Lenore Thomas depict the Preamble to
the Constitution across the façade. A museum
of special exhibits is near the front entrance.
Photos of Greenbelt under construction and
when new, line the first floor halls. Artist studios are on the second floor. Artful Afternoons,
participatory artistic events, are held the first
Sunday afternoon each month. Open daily (11
Crescent Road, left of Southway about a half
block).
Greenbelt Branch, P.G. Library -- Material relating to Greenbelt and the records of the
Prince George’s Historical Society are housed
here. The library is scheduled to close for renovation soon (9 Crescent Road, next to community center).
Roosevelt Center -- At the intersection of
Southway and Crescent, the historic town commercial center is the locale for numerous events
including the four-day Labor Day Festival that
brings back many ex-Greenbelters. There are
food and information booths, musical and stage

events, carnival rides, bingo and book sales and
a parade. During summer and fall, the Greenbelt Farmer’s Market offers fresh produce from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in a parking lot. The Friends
of the New Deal Cafe sponsor free weekend
outdoor musical events from time to time on the
mall. The following are located at the Roosevelt Center:
The Mall -- The Mother and Child statue by
Lenore Thomas is at one end and a pedestrian
underpass at the other. Benches and
tables with umbrellas are provided for
outdoor enjoyment, chatting with neighbors and snacking on food from adjacent
establishments. Walk through the underpass and up the hill and turn right or left
to enjoy the original planned community’s
interior walkways.
New Deal Cafe -- A newer cooperative
formed by residents, the cafe offers Middle-Eastern and American food. A wide variety
of artists provide entertainment, performing for
tips, including, if you are lucky, a terrific belly
dancer.
Old Greenbelt Theatre -- A popular venue
for many Collingtonians, the original movie
house along with a taste of Chinese food at the
Beijing Restaurant next door. The Theatre is
now owned by the City and scheduled for temporary closure and rehabilitation sometimes in
the future.
Greenbelt Consumer Co-op food store -Open to all, members share in profits. Offering
a variety of items not found elsewhere, including
beer and wine.
Greenbelt Arts Center -- A variety of amateur theatrical and musical performances are offered here including an annual musical, this time
Man of La Mancha (Located under the Co-op,
park in back).
Buddy Attick Park -- A popular 1.1-mile
crushed stone walking/jogging trail circles
Greenbelt Lake. The best small-town Independence Day fireworks are held here (The park
entrance is on the left side of Crescent Road
about a mile past Roosevelt Center near Kenilworth Avenue).
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Better than WD40, cuke slices will fix

Faith’s
Gardening Notes

squeaking hinges, polish shoes, clean steel
faucets, and erase ink spills and crayons in the
wrong places. Here’s one that has been quoted

APRIL’s FOOL

elsewhere: “Put a few slices into a small pie tin

Oh joy, it’s April Fool’s Day once again. Do you
remember how you reacted when your cute son,
now grown and retired, put salt in your sugar
bowl? In the same spirit I give you a shortened
version of the dissertation on The
Amazing Cucumber culled from The New York
Times as part of their Spotlight on the Home
series that “…highlighted creative and fanciful
ways to solve common problems,” that came to
me from the learned scribe and scholar, Donald
Paradis. Besides a bit of history, I give you a
hint: in the more or less dozen listed versions of
the amazing cuke, three are often quoted elsewhere. To be fair, beauty magnates have made
fortunes out of cucumber products for years.
Here goes.

season long. The chemicals in the cucumber
react with the aluminum to give off a smell undetectable to us but drives garden pests crazy.”
(Well, some say beer should be used in the
plate. Maybe those pests, unnamed, o.d. on all
those vitamins.)
I refuse to tell you what miracle cucumbers
can make to remove cellulite on your body parts
before going out to the pool. However, I am not
going to rub slices of cucumber on those parts
of me!
Take a moment to consider how many cucumbers, whole or sliced, that you would like to have
handy for all of these exercises throughout your
life. I would suggest you buy young plants at

“Cucumbers contain most of the vitamins you
need every day: just one cucumber contains all
the B vitamins, Folic Acid, vitamin C, calcium,
iron, magnesium, phosphorus, potassium, and
zinc.” So, there.

this late date, if you want to clean up your act
with cucumbers. The following from Jung Seeds
and Plants are new and early and worth a try:
Iznik #02019, 60 days; Dianant hybrid #02014,
47 days; Diva #02108, 58 days…1-800-247-

“Just a few slices eaten at bedtime will cure
hangovers, headaches, and snack hunger. Cucumber slices have been used for centuries by
European trappers, traders, and explorers for
quick meals to thwart starvation.” You figure this
one out.
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and place in your garden to be free of pests all

5864.
I opt for Iznik grown in a pot and THEN, I’m
going to buy out a hunk of plants from the
greenhouse, replenish my boxwood and dusty
miller borders, renew several perennials, and
have a garden!!! Watch out, deer!
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Happy April.

CAT TALES
By Gloria Ericson
Some years ago, in my story on Collington
cats, I addressed the canard that cats are aloof,
unaffectionate creatures. I polled the owners,
asking, “On a scale of 1 to 10 how would you
rate your cat in the affectionate department?”
Amazingly, the responses followed gender lines:
The men cat owners gave their cats a fast 10
and were done with it. The women agonized
over their answers, wanting to be completely
just. One woman called back later and asked
me to change her cat’s rating
from an 8 to a 9. She was afraid
she’d been too harsh.

Speaking of former feral cats, Marion Henry
owns one. “Ella” has a couple of quirks: she
likes to play ice hockey with ice cubes that fall
from the ice-maker. She also can open the
bedroom door by jumping up and pulling down
on the handle. Maja Keech is another owner of
a former feral – “Nellie” was one-year-old when
Maja acquired her. She is now 11. Maja says
she shows no interest in being a feral again.
-- giving lie to the myth that they can never be
tamed.
Peter Wilson’s gray female cat, acquired at
Thanksgiving, was named “Pilgrim.” Peter says
Pilgrim likes to butt her awake
when she thinks Peter’s nap
should be over. She also will
stamp with great emphasis over
to her food bowl when it is empty.
Herb and Anne Stone own a “rescue cat” with long silky hair so of
course she was named “Farrah.”

This time around, I decided to
be less focused – to just ask for
any tidbit: a cute quirk, an interesting incident, whatever...

Jeanne Gart tells me how
Dolly & Lucky; photo by Ginge Peddle
her cat, “Charlie,” loves to retrieve
When I asked Herb about her,
thrown objects. He also likes to
watch
he said: “Well it’s like this: I feed her, clean her
TV nature shows. Sheila Hollies contributes the
litter pan, talk to her, and still she ignores me.
story of how her cat, “Cat One,” hid in the 5000
Anne doesn’t have to do anything and Farrah
cluster sewers, refusing to come out. The cat
adores her.” I suggested perhaps in her former
was finally rescued – 24 days later.
life she was treated badly by a man.
Then there are the longevity tales: Rita
Schiavone’s cat, “Punkin” (she was born in October) is 17 years old. Marcia Giger can match
that with her cat, “Sugar,” who’s also 17. Marcia
says Sugar likes to wake her up with soft slaps
to the face. Maya Peretz had a cat 18½ years
old who died last May. When the cat was very
sick, they took her outside to get some warmth.
Bluebottle flies immediately showed up, so their
younger cat (a former feral) immediately began
jumping over the other cat, back and forth, to
shoo off the flies. How’s that for intraspecies
compassion?

I’ve saved the most bring-tears-to-your-eyes
story for last: One year ago, Ginge Peddle
found a very young kitten in her back yard. She
brought it into the house and set it down with
trepidation, afraid that her dog, Dolly, might attack it. Dolly did run to the kitten Immediately
but then lay down beside it. And the tiny kitten,
half-starved and dehydrated, immediately tried
to nurse. Dolly and Lucky have been inseparable ever since.
April 2010
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Just Looking About

Is there something among your possessions that visitors notice and ask about?
Better still, is there an interesting story behind it? If so, contact Jeanne Gart.

By Jeanne Gart

The Big Thank You Party			

“What is that?” or “Where in the world did you
get that?” are the comments I usually hear when
visitors to my home notice this “thing” about the
size and shape of a license plate.
It is a replica of a sculpture atop a low hill
outside Hominy, Oklahoma. The original, about
20 feet high and between 150 and 200 feet long,
is the work of Blackfoot Cha’ Tullis, who is also
responsible for most of the 40 or so large murals
on the sides of buildings in town. Since Hominy
is a very small town – population about 2500 –
that means there are murals nearly everywhere
you look in the small downtown area.
Hominy was formerly part of the Osage
Reservation, created when the tribe of that
name was driven from Missouri into a part of
Oklahoma considered unsuitable for farming,
and thus of little interest to white settlers. That
all changed when oil was discovered on the
reservation. An allotment system was passed by
the U.S. Congress in 1906, dividing the reservation land and allotting it to tribal members. Since
mineral rights went with the land, many tribal
members became wealthy. Some owners sold
their valuable allotment rights, and many more
were cheated out of their property. There were
a number of murders attributed to greed for the
oil money. The importance of these numbers
becomes evident in the small town cemetery,
where you find allotment numbers engraved on
some of the tombstones. The reservation became Osage County at the time of Oklahoma
statehood in 1907, and was recently celebrated
in the play “August, Osage County.”
8
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At this happy event, about 115 members of
Collington’s staff who had over-nighted during
the blizzard, and their family members (for a
total of about 200 persons), were feted by Chris
Francis and the management team along with
the executive committee of the Residents Association and participation by the Board. Many of
the honorees had spent two or three nights here
bunking down wherever space could be found
on air mattresses or in sleeping bags.
The auditorium had been decorated with a
Hawaii theme by our management staff from the
Executive Director on down. Leis were available
for all and grass skirts abounded. The setting
said goodbye to snow and frigid temperatures
as well as thanks for a job well done.
Music supplied by Tom Connelly aided by his
wife, Melanie, helped establish a festive theme
as well for dancing. Employees’ children, there
were lots of them, had a great time with ping
pong, dancing, and games, especially the Wii
game, particularly bowling and tennis, that both
adults and kids love so.
As a part of the Thank You, Collington residents had donated to a Staff Blizzard Fund over
$14,000 that was distributed to a total of 158
staff. As staff entered the party, each received
an envelope with a thank you check. Residents
Association Executive Committee members who
were on hand to help the management team
with serving and clean-up were Herb Stone, Luann Vaky, Louise Huddleston, and Maja Keech.
Smokey Bones catered a delicious barbecue
and ribs feast so that dining room staff could be
entertained. Paul Cooney, Board President, on
behalf of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington,
covered the cost of dinner.
The hard-working management team
that were the leaders in Collington’s staff
snowmageddon efforts, also planned and set up
the party.

KICK START FOR PUBLIC TV NEWS
By Warren Unna

Well, as I mentioned, our program was unscripted and there was no way to pull the curtain. Later, when I appeared in Nixon’s “En-

Before Jim Lehrer’s News Hour, there was a
genesis. It started just 40 years ago A.D., March

emies List”, I never was sure whether this was
the cause, or my reporting on Vietnam.

of 1970 when San Francisco had a general

One other memory of the News Room sur-

strike. The only news came from the public

vives. Rather than leave my Golden Retriever

television station where The Ford Foundation

at home, I parked him in the studio’s upstairs

helped finance a program called The News

guest room. When someone left the door open,

Room. Finding the San Francisco program

my dog, Bahadur, came galloping down to be in-

so successful, Ford decided to finance News

cluded in the camera gathering. My colleagues

Rooms with a similar set-up in Dallas, Boston,

cracked up.

and Washington (New York declined).
As a member of the Washington Post, I joined

Our News Room had a more serious interruption during its very first week. The station

the Washington program that was supposed to

manager fired the city editor because his wife

take the lead . We began operations in Howard

had gone to work for Martha Mitchell, the con-

University’s old gym. The format was for a news

troversially outspoken wife of the controversial

editor to sit in the middle surrounded by a staff

Attorney General. This event captured public

of reporters delivering items and questioned

attention and the House Subcommittee for

by his and her colleagues. The program was

Communication Matters held an investigation

unscripted which led to a number of problems.

about the firing. It summoned Fred Friendly, the

During the first week, we fell short of the allot-

Ford Foundation’s man in charge of our fund-

ted time after discussing charities. I saved the

ing, to come down from New York to explain.

day by jumping in to recall the Washington Post

Friendly, understandably, was fit to be tied. The

sending me to the Congressional Country Club

Subcommittee, as I recall, delayed federal fund-

during a charitable golf tournament.

ing for all public TV and broadcasting for a year

I told about going downstairs to the locker

as a result. Ford, benevolently, did finance our

room and interviewing a participant whom I de-

venture for the promised second year. But, that

scribed as dressed in his BVDs and being bow-

ended it.

legged, dandruffed and bearing a bit of halitosis.

All this led to the MacNeil-Lehrer program and

The gent tried to present me with a golf ball,

later to the News Hour. Jim Lehrer had been

despite my protest of not being a golfer. “Take

the city editor in Dallas and took over the na-

it” he insisted, “They give them to me.” The ball

tional program in Washington.

was inscripted with “Mr. Vice President”, and I
told the viewers I believed his name was Nixon.
April 2010
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Chatter Box
No Snow! What’s Next? As we celebrated
the first day of spring on March 20, we’re enjoying early spring flowers blooming, and hoping
that this awful winter is finally over. The
storms of winter called for changes
in just about all of our activities, or so
we thought. But from snowmagedden
we’ve moved into bugmagedden as an
infectious virus invaded Collington. Now,
both residents and staff have learned
what it means to change all our daily living
patterns. The Residents Association says this
is like being on a cruise ship that is subject to
the Norwalk Virus. While many residents have
likened Collington to living on a cruise ship, they
just didn’t expect all the amenities.
We are so lucky to have an alert health administrator, Angie Layfield, who early identified
the virus and took prompt action to reduce its
spread. Our staff has had to alter its operations
while some are themselves out ill. For most
residents, either with or without the virus, our
isolation is probably the worst thing we have to
deal with. We never thought we’d feel stir crazy
here at Collington where there is so much to do
and so many nice people to do it with.
So, now that April has arrived, let’s leave behind our travails of the winter. Let’s follow Angie’s instructions and follow the clinic’s advice if
we have the bug. Let’s also look forward to the
Residents Association suggestion of a Survivors
Party. We deserve it.
10
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O
First Promise Of Spring. Despite the slowly
melting snow and the harsh winds on February 28, Ardyce Ashire reported that Snow
Drops (lovely little white flowers) had pushed
up through the snow in her front yard garden
and seem to be spreading, giving early hope for
spring in this awful winter.					
O
With the snow and news of the Olympics, Loraine Percy recalled a sports
event that ended happily. She and
Charles had gone to St. Moritz to ski
but found the conditions poor one day.
Charles went over to the bobsled track
to try his luck. He partnered with an Italian and
joyfully took away the prize for best run of the
day.
O
Bon Mots Overheard When asked what
kind of a dog is Dolly, Ginge Peddle responded,
“Only her mother knows.”
Returning to his dining room table with shredded cheese topping his apple pie, Pete Vaky
explained, using a phrase from his childhood,
“Apple pie without the cheese is like a kiss without the squeeze.”
O
Letter To The Editor from Pat French:
“This is a tribute to the deer whose land we
stole. Your article (March 2010) makes it sound
as if the deer were totally at fault when fundamentally it is us humans who are at fault. It is
human encroachment on their land taking away
their source of food that is to blame. Just as the
people of Haiti and now Chile fight for food, so
do the deer.”

O
Mugger In The Park is the name of a one-act
play shown at Talent Night. It was directed by
and starred in by Betty Bryson. Curt Bury narrated the background while a group of sterling
actors presented the comedy, Chuck Dell, Herb
Gordon, and Jack Yale. Surprise of the evening
came when playwright, James H. Wise came up
to take his bows with the actors. Dr. Wise is a
psychologist here at Collington. Talent thrives
among the seniors.
O
Have you noticed the boat in one of the
oceans of the Interiors Committee map of where
residents have lived? It represents recent arrival Tarben Hansen who spent several years
on dangerous duty as a merchant seaman in
WWII. Tarben recently moved to Collington with
his wife, Anita, who lives in the Arbor. They
come from Annapolis. Tarben has already taken
on the task of projectionist in the auditorium.
O
Digging into her closet on a recent snowedin afternoon brought Hilda Jay a printout from
the past. Judy Bury and Hilda had authored an
article for the Instructional Innovator in January
1983 on improving student use of microfiche
while preventing the library’s growing holdings
from crashing through the floor.
O
After reading Gloria Ericson’s Cat article
(See page 7) our editor asked Elsie Seetoo to
take a photo of Ginge Peddle’s dog, Dolly, and
cat, Lucky together. But, Elsie was down with
the virus. She asked Pat Pritz to help. After
considering various scenarios, Pat loaned her
digital camera to Ginge, explaining how to use
it. Ginge took the terrific photo of the two that

is in the article. Thanks to all. The photo really
completes that delightful article.
O
Art Longacre sent in the following energy
news.
“Have you heard of the company called
Bloom Box, publicized on 60 minutes Sunday,
February 21? It promises that organizations like
Collington could soon generate its own GREEN
electricity. In the future, businesses, communities, and homeowners could buy the Bloom Box,
feed renewable energy (solar, wind, etc) or natural gas into the Box to generate electricity. This
exploratory leap in technology aims to decentralize electricity production, just as the global
telephone net is being replaced by cell phones
and personal computers replaced signing up for
time on central machines. The electric power
grid would be bypassed.
“The genius of the Bloom Box is how it
converts energy into electricity. In this case,
the energy from any source of fuel is changed
to electricity by stacks of fuel cells in the Bloom
Boxes. Similar fuel cells are already in use in
remote locations or in space. The secret to
successful widespread use of these Bloom
Boxes lies in developing systems of efficient
production of hydrogen. Large companies such
as Wallmart, Google, and Ebay have already
bought and run large Bloom Boxes with cost
savings and reduced Co2 output. The fuel for
these applications has been natural gas. If solar
panels were to supply the input energy, excess
hydrogen could be stored to use at night.
“Keep your eye on Bloom Boxes. They are
THE big news in the future for all of us.”
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THE STARS OF TALENT NIGHT

Above, Chuck Dell MC (as the mugger), David Goodkind, Bill Cosgrove, and Marion Henry.
Below, Herb Gordon and Warren Pearse, Ken Burton, Dick Morris. and Ben Tayloe.

Above, Don Paradis, Margot
Starr Kernan, Lee McKnight,
Maria Colvin. Left the cast
of Mugger in the Park, (See
page 11 for their names.)
Right, Dorothy Brown who
arranged it all.

