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COLLINGTON—KENDAL AFFILIATION
By Robert Elkin

Collington’s residents, Board members, and 
staff and Kendal’s staff celebrated our affilia-
tion in two days of gala festivities, beginning 
with an employee talent show 
on the evening of June 9.  On 
Friday, June 10, happy cer-
emonial events took over the 
community center. The formal 
affiliation became a fact earlier 
in the month when a series of 
important steps had been com-
pleted.  

Residents and staff signed the impressive 
Proclamation of Affiliation as they enjoyed re-
freshments to the music of harpist Kristen Jep-
person, or were entertained by the Wayward 
Street Players band in the auditorium.  The high-
light of the day came with a formal ceremony in 
the Clocktower.

Larry Harris, Rector of St. Barnabas and former 
Collington Board president spoke first.  After his 
benediction, Rev. Harris spoke of his 25 years 
involvement from a modest beginning when 
the Episcopal Diocese was offered the land for 
Collington.  He spoke briefly of our early days, 
praising those residents we now honor as our 
pioneers. (Rev. Harris has another even closer 
tie to Collington; he and his wife will become res-

idents soon when he retires.) 
John Diffey, Kendal President and CEO, and 

Paul Cooney, Collington’s Board president, spoke 
briefly emphasizing our essential agreement on 
values and standards.  The ceremony culminat-
ed with John Diffey and Paul Cooney signing the 

Proclamation of Affiliation and 
toasting champagne.

“Everything’s legal!  We’ve 
touched all the bases for affilia-
tion,” commented Lydia Pugh, 
Interim Executive Director.  Col-
lington has completed its task, 
one part of its strategic plan, of 

seeking affiliation with a larger, 
professional aging organization. The Board con-
tracted with ARI for consultation by Lydia Pugh 
and David Slack to assist with the strategic plan 
and then to seek possible affiliates.  Conversa-
tions with Kendal developed into active interest 
on both parts, based on a shared philosophy of 
care of the aging.  Collington and Kendal repre-
sentatives first met face to face in March 2010.  
During the following 15 months, many issues 
were handled and steps taken.  Kendal’s profes-
sional staff provided consultation to Collington; 
the banks approved a proposal we jointly pre-
pared to restructure our debt on positive terms: 
The Maryland Department of Aging approved our 
affiliation, both Kendal and Collington’s Boards 
approved the affiliation, and the Kendal financial 

The New Collington/Kendal Logo
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system has been installed to replace the LCS 
system that was being withdrawn.  The search 
for a permanent executive director is in its final 
stages with two promising candidates now being 
finally screened.   What was billed as a Talent 
Show for the evening of June 9 developed into a 
celebration of uninhibited joy and enthusiasm the 
like of which Collington, in its 23 years, has never 
before witnessed.

Exuberance on the part of performers and audi-
ence filled the Auditorium with sound -- amplified 
to match the contagious spirits of the performers.

Dorian Sibedwo acted as emcee, introduc-
ing skits and soloists -- Charles Wisher, Susan 
Spiece, Brian Jackson, Siaka, Stephanie Dalton, 
the administrative directors, and to great acclaim, 
Tom Connolly as Elvis.  There was no question 
who was King.

We laughed.  We rejoiced.  The sense of a new 
day dawning prevailed -- as when, in a skit lam-
pooning TV’s American Idol, David Deel’s sign 
“Colliwood” was raised.

 The future never seemed brighter
Collington becomes the eleventh affiliate of the 

Kendal Corporation.  Earlier, John Diffey, Ken-
dal President and CEO, said, “Today we are ex-
tremely pleased and excited to welcome Collin-
gton to the Kendal family of organizations.  As 
a Kendal affiliate, Collington will enjoy the extra 
measures of strength that come with being part 
of the Kendal System.  Of equal importance, it 
will be wonderful for Kendal to have a presence, 
through Collington, in the Washington metropoli-
tan area…As Kendal will add strength to Colling-
ton as it builds upon its tradition of service in the 
21st century, so will Collington add valuable per-
spectives as a dynamic and evolving community, 
fostering continued innovation and growth within 
the Kendal System.” 

Editor Retires
By Jean Getlein

    Robert Elkin, who has edited The Collingtonian 
for the past three years, is stepping down.  This 
is his last issue as editor.  During his tenure, he 
introduced the regular use of color, launched the 
popular features “Who Am I?” and “Just Looking 
About,” and the gardening column, and managed 
to get the paper out regularly and on time.

  “I’d never done anything like this before; it was 
a real challenge.  But I had a talented staff and 
it’s been fun working with them.  I believe the Col-
lingtonian is an important part of our life here at 
Collington and am proud to be a part of it.”

   “I’m not going away,” Bob hurries to add.  He will 
continue to write and take pictures, “but I want to 
concentrate on my photography,” a longtime hob-
by.  “I feel good about what I’ve accomplished, 
and I feel good about retiring.”  We will miss him.

   Jim Giese will become The Collingtonian’s  new 
editor, beginning with the September issue, after 
the summer break of July and August.
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Government Affairs Group
By Paul Houts

How high is your I.Q. on federal, state, and 
local politics?  Probably reasonably good on 
the federal level but maybe a little shaky when 
it comes to state and local affairs, particularly if 
you’re a recent Collington resident. The fact is 
that many of us come from different states when 
we arrive at Collington and the political land-
scape of Maryland, not to mention Prince Georg-
es Country, may seem as unfamiliar as that of 
Lichtenstein or Albania.  Enter the Government 
Affairs Group.

“The Government Affairs Group is strictly non-
partisan,” says Katherine Cave, Chairwoman of 
the group, as she peruses the Collington lunch 
menu and then, putting her menu down, having 
settled on an omelet, adds more forcefully, “We 
don’t represent Republicans, Democrats, Social-
ists, or the Tea Party. We take no stands what-
soever. Our task is simply to educate Collingto-
nians on federal, state, and local issues. And I 
do hope you will make that point. The purpose 
of the group is solely to inform. There was some 
feeling when we first started that we tilted in one 
direction or another. Not so. Not so at all. We are 
all about helping residents be informed citizens.”

Cave and fellow Collingtonian Chuck Dell 
along with the late Bud Dutton founded the 
group. Other current members include Curt Bury, 
Bob and Vera Chessler, Bo Heald, and Caryl 
Marsh, who meet regularly to decide on topics 
and speakers. Peggy Magee helps contact and 
arrange for speakers.  Recent speakers have 
been Ben Cardon, Donna Edwards, Rushern 
Baker, and Steney Hoyer.  The Group keeps in 
contact with our Prince Georges County Council-
woman, Andrea Harrison.

The Government Affairs Group also supports 
Stephanie Dalton in providing information about 
voting issues such as registration and absentee 
voting.

Meetings of the Government Affairs Group are 
always listed in the Courier and are open to all 
who are interested. Watch the Courier for notices 
of speakers.

Sailing Into Summer

We will hardly have had time to catch our 
breaths from the festivities connected with our 
affiliation with Kendal, when the events of Sail-
ing into Summer will be upon us in the week of 
June 20.

The customary spelling bee, charades and 
knife sharpening will be joined by a fashion show, 
with clothes from our Op Shop modeled by lis-
some residents. 

The crowning event will be the Regatta in Col-
lington Lake on the afternoon of Saturday, June 
25, to be followed by the Strawberry Festival 
spread out among the Dining Room, Courtyard 
and Auditorium. 

Drawings for winners of the Baskets of Cheer 
raffle will be held during the Strawberry Festival.

Check your Sailing Into Summer folder for 
times and dates for all events.

“ Steney Hoyer speaks to Collington “
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Marketing – Looking To The future
By Robert Elkin

Susan Dovell, Interim Marketing Director, in-
vites residents to participate in marketing in sev-
eral ways.  “First, by helping tour or visit with 
prospective residents, as you have always done; 
stop by the Marketing Office to vol-
unteer if you are not already on our 
list”; and secondly by suggesting 
special interest groups in which resi-
dents have contacts.”  For example, 
Peter Pfund and Joan Clark are cur-
rently working on an approach to re-
tired Foreign Service officers.  Other 
residents are jointly planning special 
approaches to retirees from NASA, 
Time Life Books, and University of 
Maryland.  Susan says letters to such retirees 
can be meaningful if they list their colleagues 
who are currently resident.  Susan says, “I’m 
open to suggestions and help from residents.”

Susan knows the senior retirement industry 
in the Washington metropolitan area, having 
worked in it for 23 years. She’s worked for As-
bury Communities and Asbury Methodist Village, 
as well as Vinson Hall and many others as a con-
sultant.  Early on, she worked with Joe Howell in 
his consulting firm, an important player in the in-
dustry.  Joe, who conducted the original feasibil-
ity study for Collington, now serves on our Board 
of Directors.  When earlier the Board approached 
him for a suggestion for a Board member with 
strong background in nonprofit retirement com-
munity marketing, he referred them to Susan. 
She became a member of our Board and chair 
of its Marketing Committee for about a year and 
a half before stepping down when she was ap-
pointed interim Marketing Director.  She’ll serve 
until the current search for a permanent Director 

is completed.
Susan says the nonprofit retirement industry 

in this area has changed drastically since Col-
lington was established.  It’s grown up with many 
more living options available. It’s highly competi-
tive, requiring sophisticated approaches that are 
pro-active and strategic.  “It keeps me on my 

toes.”  In planning her approach, Su-
san gains from consultation with the 
Kendal staff, especially Bill Silbert 
who heads Kendal’s corporate mar-
keting department.

Susan sees her leadership as 
coming at a unique time for Colling-
ton with the affiliation with Kendal al-
ready paying dividends.  She aims to 
bring stability to the marketing effort, 

beginning with strengthening the department’s 
staff.  She says that Linda Chaplin continues to 
provide an invaluable base as a residency coun-
selor. Gebrielle Moskey does yeoman service 
as Marketing and Move-In Coordinator.  Peggy 
Magee opens many doors in Prince George’s 
County as Community Relations Director.  And, 
two new Counselors, Sandy Short and Kevin 
Webber, complete the sales staff.  Hamlyn Se-
nior Marketing will continue to play a support role 
managing advertising and direct mail, provid-
ing some sales training and market reports and 
plans.

Susan considers our affiliation with Kendal as 
providing a wonderful resource for marketing.  As 
a single stand-alone community, Collington staff 
can’t keep up to date on new developments.  
Through Kendal, she can contact a group of 
successful marketing directors of other affili-
ates, opening new solutions to both day-to-day 
problems as well as longer-range issues.  The 
completion of the many pending capital improve-
ments related to marketing over the next two 
years will provide a stronger position for market-
ing Collington.
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Gardening, Etcetera
By Bill Preston

When you think about June, think about straw-
berries!  Those that are locally grown have the 
most delicious flavor.  Pick your own or buy 
some, but don’t miss this June treat.

Cherries ripen in late June and are a wonder-
ful taste delight.  Did you know that many com-
mercial growers don’t pick the fruits; they lay a 
tarp under each tree, and then extend a big grap-
ple from a tractor to grasp the trunk and shake 
the tree vigorously.  All dropped fruit is picked up 
with the tarp, collected into big containers, grad-
ed mechanically (or otherwise) and packaged for 
retail sale untouched by human hands.

The flower garden has several June stars to 
enjoy.  Astilbe comes in white, pink, lavender, 
and red, and can send up flower spikes as short 
as one foot or as tall as four feet.  Japanese iris 
is the most exotic looking flower you can grow, 
with blooms as large and flat as a pie plate, and 
colors in a great mix of combinations of white, 
pink, purple, and lavender.

Lilies typically bloom in June, and there are 
a great many kinds to choose from, including a 
number of inter-specific hybrids.  Did you know 
that our native Lillium Superbum could grow to 
eight feet tall with 100 or more blooms?

Daylilies begin with a few blooming in late May, 
many in June and some in July.  Some varieties 
have very short flower stems, and a few have 
stems up to five feet tall.  Both lilies and daylilies 
are especially attractive to deer.

June means garden bugs, too.  Here are some 
interesting items about our buggy enemies and 
friends.  Bean bugs are not so common now that 
USDA has released a predatory insect to control 
them.  But, the closely related squash bug is still 
free to attack all its favorite vines, including sum-
mer and winter squashes and pumpkins.

Potato bugs are just as happy to eat leaves of 
tomato, eggplant, or wild horse nettle, and so are 
their soft pinkish, ravenous youngsters.  The wily 
European corn borer will survive on tall weeds 
like ragweed and mare’s tail or tall flowers like 

sunflower or dahlia if no corn plants are present.
Those cute little yellow or white butterflies 

you see each spring and summer were once 
hungry cabbage worms, and you really need a 
comprehensive pesticide program to harvest 
“clean” cabbages, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels 
sprouts, and even ornamental kale.

The Japanese beetle often eats leaves of wild 
grape in the woodland and then descends on 
your garden for dessert.  Early each morning, 
take a bucket with warm soapy water, and knock 
those beetles down into the water before they 
can get excited and fly away.

The predatory praying mantis hatches from a 
large brown egg mass in spring, and the young-
sters had better move quickly away or their 
brothers and sisters will eat them.  All kinds of 
insects are their prey when they are young, but 
when they get big and nearly mature, they often 
position themselves under attractive flowers and 
snatch every butterfly and bee that visits there.

Elsie Seetoo 
Photographer Par Excellence  

Elsie Seetoo is happily relinquishing some of 
her duties as volunteer photographer to Mary 
Beth McCutcheon, who recently moved into Cot-
tage 4212.

Elsie will continue to take photographs of new 
arrivals to Collington, while Mary Beth will take 
pictures at the birthday parties, print them up, 
make correct identification of their subjects, and 
post them on the bulletin board that hides behind 
the mail boxes for 200 to 300 apartments.

Elsie says:  “That’s a job you have to do every 
month,” implying that photographing new resi-
dents is nowhere near as taxing.

We owe Elsie many, many thanks for all she 
has done over the years. At one time, she also 
photographed for the Collingtonian.  FK
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Sarah Spiece, Music Therapist
By Frances Kolarek

“I had long wanted a music therapist on staff, 
and was delighted when Sarah Spiece applied,” 
said Stephanie Dalton, our Resident Services  Di-
rector, as she discussed our new music therapist.

Sarah Spiece decided while she was still in 
high school that music therapy was the career 
path for her.  It combined her talent for music with 
her  desire to be helpful to people with problems.     
She draws a sharp line between music therapy 
and performing.  “While I’ve performed at Col-
lington twice, my job here is not as a performer,” 
she emphasizes.

Independent residents have scant opportunity 
to meet Sarah. She works with residents in our 
Health Center who are remote, withdrawn, and  
unwilling to socialize.  She goes into their room 
with her guitar and a couple of other instruments, 
perhaps a tambourine or bells.

“What is your favorite song?” she asks, and if 
a suggestion is offered, she plays the song and 
takes things from there, drawing out the resident.  
The music tends to open memories and promote   
reminiscences, helping to bring a withdrawn per-
son closer to the moment in time.

If no favorite song is suggested Sarah asks 
“May I play one of mine?” Often, it’s You Are 
My Sunshine, which usually evokes a smile and  
leads to further exchanges.  So Sarah is both 
musician and therapist.

After six months at Collington, Sarah observed 
a milestone in her career, passing the examina-
tion to qualify as a Board Certified Music Thera-
pist, the position she now holds at Collington.

A native of Fairfax County, Va., Sarah still lives 
there. She earned a Bachelor of Music degree 
from Queens University of Charlotte, N.C. in 
2010.  Then she completed a required 1,020-hour 
internship at a New Orleans Children's Hospital.

Who Am I?
By Marian Schubauer

   Take a look at these early photos of current 
residents and see if you can guess who they 
are, using the clues we’ve presented.  When you 
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers. 
Have fun!

June No. 1 and her husband 
were the first hosts of Colling-
ton’s Christmas morning break-
fast.  She represented us on a 
T.V. program promoting Colling-
ton and was an important partici-
pant in Collington's celebration of 
Black History Month. Earlier, she 
worked in the Executive office of 
the White House for the V.P. Hu-
bert Humphrey. 

June No. 2 was born in Boston, 
attended Dartmouth and trav-
eled weekly to Mt. Holyoke to 
court his wife. He developed and 
maintains a very important mar-
keting tool for Collington. Early 
version of e-mail came about 
because of his idea of how com-
puters could work with terminals.

June No. 3 When a child, she 
lived in Coral Gables where she 
rode to Elementary school every 
day in a sidecar of a World War 
II motorcycle driven by a high 
school kid next door. At SUNY 
Buffalo she earned her Library 
Science degree and later got 
a professional position at the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
library. At Collington she is a 
cluster leader, a former 2nd vice 
President of the Residents Coun-
cil and chair of Creative Arts. 
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Ernie Blake
By Don Peretz

One of his most exciting experiences was the 
day Ernie Blake climbed Mount Fujiyama in Ja-
pan where he was stationed in the US Air Force. 
Japan was one of the half dozen countries where 
he served as a top flight electronic telecommuni-
cation maintenance specialist. 

Ernie was born in Detroit in 1931. After high 
school, he entered 
Wayne State Univer-
sity, a music major 
who played tenor sax. 
With escalation of the 
Korean War, he en-
listed in the Air Force, 
initially assigned to the 
Air Force Band. After a 
year he found that his 
real interest and skills 
were in the burgeoning 
telecommunications 

area: radar, teletype, and radio maintenance. 
Of these he was placed in the Teletype mainte-
nance career field. He spent half of his four-year 
enlistment in Alaska the next two years at March 
Air force base in California. 

After discharge he discovered that even 
though he was well trained and highly qualified, 
“doors were closed” to Blacks, except at the U.S. 
Air Force. So he reenlisted where “doors were 
open,” especially to those with the skills Ernie 
had mastered.

Not only was the Air Force hospitable, willing 
to place him where his skills were applicable, but 
encouraged him to learn and apply even more 
advanced communications techniques in an era 
when they were developing at a rapid pace. Dur-
ing his twenty-seven years at the Air Force he 
advanced in rank from Corporal to Senior Master 
Sergeant, a top military non-commissioned rank.  

Before a final assignment in the Pentagon, 
Senior Master Sergeant Blake served in Asia 
and Europe: four years in Japan, five years in 

northern Italy.  While in Japan during 1956 he 
participated in the high level 
“Red Wing” operation involving 
installation of telecommunica-
tion links for scientific research 
on atomic bomb detonation in 
the Marshall Islands (Bikini, 
Eniwetok Atoll).

In Italy, Ernie enrolled in the 
Air Force language school, 
becoming fluent in Italian and 
earning credit from the University of Maryland. 
During the Vietnam War, Sergeant Blake was lo-
cated in Thailand along the Mekong River. 

By the time he retired from the Air Force in 
1978, attitudes towards race in corporate Amer-
ica had passed through the King era. Several 
companies were eager to embrace the knowl-
edge and skills that Ernie had mastered during 
twenty-seven years of government service. Now 
nearly “every door was open.”  Ernie’s new civil-
ian career began with ITEL, continued with sev-
eral other computer companies into retirement 
from Hitachi Data Systems seventeen years 
later. 

Since retirement, Ernie has devoted time and 
relaxation to golf, a skill he first developed in the 
Air Force. The day I interviewed him he had just 
returned from participating in a golf tournament. 

Ernie met his wife Frances in the Air Force.  
Following their marriage in 1955, most of his 
postings became family affairs as Frances “cart-
ed” their growing brood of children around the 
world.  Two of the children were born overseas.   

Ernie has become what is probably the young-
est great-grandfather in Collington; his three boys 
and two girls presented him with ten grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren. With Frances 
now residing in a nursing home, Ernie has be-
come a full participant in life at Collington where 
he was an organizer of our Black History Month 
celebration and has taken on the technical work 
in the publication of the Collingtonian. 
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Brandreth, A Review
By Clyde Griffen

Collington resident, Orlando “Lan” Potter and 
his brother Donald have published a comprehen-
sive and richly illustrated account of a largely wild 
private park in northern New York State which 
their extended families have owned and loved 
for a century and a half.  Brandreth: A History of 
Brandreth Park, 1851-2010 tells how 
“A Band of Cousins Preserves the 
Oldest Adirondack Family Enclave.”  
It all began with an ambitious Eng-
lishman who brought to America his 
grandfather’s formula for Vegetable 
Universal Pills.  By 1848 Benjamin 
Brandreth had become the largest 
proprietary advertiser of patent med-
icines in the U.S.

Acquiring real estate became 
Brandreth’s passion.  His purchases 
included some 24,000 acres of a wild headwa-
ters tract for three rivers, with a handsome lake 
as its centerpiece. A rudimentary state road 
named Carthage, linking lakes Champlain and 
Ontario, ran through the tract in this undeveloped 
region.  But there were no transportation facilities 
for lumbering or other commercial activities.  So 
recreation would become the Brandreth family’s 
sole purpose for the tract’s first half century.  The 
construction, beginning in 1890, of what became 
the Adirondack and  St. Lawrence railroad would 
enable harvesting of rich stands of  hard maple 
and yellow birch. 

The Potter brothers provide a microscopic ac-
count of local evidence revealing broad changes 

affecting the region over time, beginning with 
geological pre-history.  They move us through 
a detailed examination of the topography of the 
land and its waters, and the beginnings of fam-
ily use in the summers.  They describe the iso-
lation from the families’ other worlds before the 
coming of the railroad and the telephone. The 
railroad “facilitated elaborate migrations of near 
epic proportions as whole households, replete 

with a retinue of helpers as well as 
livestock, were moved to the moun-
tains for a two-to-three-month stay.” 
The comfortable rail journey ended 
in a trek of eight miles through for-
est from the Station to the lake.  
Easy access by automobile came 
late.  Intensive lobbying finally led 
to judicial granting of an easement 
in 1959 that permitted the family to 
travel by automobile over state land 
on the old Carthage road.  

The authors note changes in the influence 
and size of oncoming generations of members.  
The McAlpins, the largest family group dur-
ing the early twentieth century, acted as Bran-
dreth’s avant garde, introducing electric lights to 
their Camp Comfort and having a sporty sailboat 
and a trophy room with animals from around the 
world.  But the McAlpins became less numerous 
at Brandreth after World War II while the Potters 
increased.   Hunting and fishing remained major 
sporting activities but by mid-twentieth century 
the need for guides and caretakers decreased.  
Their importance before the 1930sis is empha-
sized in biographical sketches that portray their 
special qualities.   The families’ love of Brandreth 
shines through numerous paintings of scenes in 
the park by members, beautifully reproduced in 
this handsome book.

Orlando  Potter
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Anita Allen Joins the Wall of Fame
By Frances Kolarek

A photograph of Anita Allen shaking hands 
with President Lyndon Johnson is posted on our 
Wall of Fame.  Anita’s life’s work revolved around 
encouraging women to further their education.  

Following a visit of a large group of young 
women to Washington to support Anita’s mes-
sage, the President offered his congratulations 
on her work.

From a modest Washington family that was 
clearly success oriented, Anita graduated from 
Armstrong High school at the top of her class. 
Although she had never considered going to col-
lege, she was approached by Howard University 
with an offer of a full scholarship.  Four years 
later, she graduated summa cum laude.   A mas-
ter’s degree from the University of Chicago fol-
lowed a year later.

She went to work for the Federal government, 
and ultimately held a position in the Department 
of Education for 18 years, promoting the cause 
of higher education for women.  

After a few years, at the Department, her su-
pervisor said:  “Anita, if you want to move up in 
this man’s world, you will need a doctor’s de-
gree.”    So it was off to the University of Massa-
chusetts-Amherst, where she earned her  Doctor 
of Education degree.

After retirement, Anita was appointed to the 
Washington  Board of Education and continued 
to do volunteer work. Her brother, Len Ford, be-
came a star with the Cleveland Browns and was 
inducted into the National Football League’s Hall 
of Fame  In 1976.

Anita married her Armstrong High School 
sweetheart, and is the mother of two boys.  She 
has a number of grandchildren and great  grand 
children.

Just Looking About
By: Jeanne Gart

      “ Onward and Upward.”
Among Jean Getlein’s many interesting pos-

sessions is a framed needlework saying “On-
ward and Upward.” Jean bought it at an antique 
shop years ago and it hung in her Time Maga-
zine office. One day a visitor took an interest in it 
and did some research. The result is a fascinat-
ing possibility – that it may have been connected 
in some way to a quite remarkable, though now 
mostly forgotten, woman, Victoria C. Woodhull. 

Victoria was born in 1838. When she and 
her sister were quite young, they were thought 
to have psychic powers, and they traveled the 
country with her father doing faith healings, hold-
ing séances, and telling fortunes. Later she be-
came a pioneer in the fight for women’s rights 
and a crusader for free love. She and her sister 
established a successful brokerage firm on Wall 
Street, and, in 1870, began publishing a week-
ly journal, the motto of which was “Upward and 
Onward.” In 1872 the National Women Suffrage 
Association nominated her to be a candidate for 
president, with Frederick Douglas as her running 
mate. She was in jail on election day (that’s an-
other story,) and U. S. Grant won the election.  

Jean hopes that someday she will be able to 
learn more about the history of her embroidery, 
which is pictured here.
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Ginge Peddle says she was sitting quietly 
reading when her cat, Lucky, jumped into her 
lap, mewing loudly.  Absorbed in her book, she 
brushed the cat aside.  The cat returned again 
and again.  Finally, Ginge sat up and when she 
put her feet on the floor, she found a mini-flood. 
Tracing the source of the gushing water, she dis-
covered it coming from what she assumed was 
her hot water heater.  She immediately called 
maintenance to report the disaster.  Ginge says 
that she had scarcely put down the receiver 
when a maintenance man dashed in to turn off 
the water.  After they mopped up most of the 
water, maintenance set up a series of fans to 
dry out the carpeting while Ginge moved out for 
several days.  All is now well at Ginge’s cottage 
and Ginge (and we) are impressed with Lucky’s 
alarm and with the speed of the response by 
maintenance.

O

  Mary Olmsted may be unique in that she owns 
a copy of her own DNA sequence -- a series of 
some 30 letters. -- as a consequence of her hav-
ing joined the genome project sponsored by the 
National Geographic Society.  We have learned 
that Luann Vaky also attempted to achieve hers, 
but that the National Geographic lost her DNA 
sample.

O

Answers to Who Am I?  June No.1 is Anna 
White, June No. 2 is Curt Bury, and June No. 3 is 
Maja Keech.  Did you get them all?  Better luck 
next time.  Have Fun!

O

Pat Pritz writes, “Miracle at Cottage 1204!  On 
one of our warm winter days I was rolling around 
the campus and found a beautiful broken limb.  
So I said to myself, why not take it home, stick it 
in the ground and admire it all winter.  Well, along 
came spring and I noticed small leaf buds!!!  Be-
ing a city girl, I couldn’t believe it.  I had given 
new life!  Our garden guru, Bill Preston told me 
it’s a curly willow and someday soon it might be 
up to my roof.  Stop by and watch it grow in front 
of your very eyes.”

O

We’re all impressed with one recently cel-
ebrated birthday:  Margot Labovitz’ 104th!  Not 
only does Margot still live independently but also 
she’s often seen charging about in her scooter, 
to the dining room or other activities.  It’s good 
to have such role models for the rest of us much 
younger folk at Collington.

O

Faith Jackson was a strong runner-up for the 
Edlestein prize for short fiction with her story, “A 
Bit of Blue”.  Check with Faith to find out which 
Internet site the story will run in July.  While Faith 
says she’s no longer traveling to promote her 
books, her latest novel, “Stone’s Throw” is going 
to Beijing, Prague and New York book fairs.

O

This year, July has five Fridays, five Saturdays 
and five Sundays. This happens once every 823 
years. This year we’re going to experience four 
unusual dates. 1/1/11, 1/11/11, 11/1/11, 11/11/11 
and that’s not all...Take the last two digits of the 
year in which you were born - now add the age 
you will be this year, The results will be 111 for 
everyone in the whole world. 

Chatter	Box
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O

I Remember the Pope
By Maya Peretz

When Bishop Karol Wojtyla was chaplain (and 
drama reviewer) at Krakow University, he always 
welcomed student visitors. I went one day with a 
few friends from the Drama Department to meet 
the popular priest and ask his opinion of a per-
formance. It was my first visit to his office, and, 
while we waited for his return, I admired beauti-
ful photographs of mountain scenes on the wall 
of his office. He came in, greeted my friends 
warmly and shook my hand. I mentioned the pic-
tures and one of my friends reminded me that the 
priest was an expert skier and swimmer. “But if 
I meet you on the beach, young lady,” the future 
Pope said, “ please don’t call me Father.”  

If you have a short interesting remem-
brance, tell Jeanne Gart at extension 7217.  
Jeanne will type it for the Collingtonian.

O

Clifton Brown, whose picture in the company 
of his late wife and President Ronald Reagan 
recently went up on the Wall of Fame, spent 
many years in the White House. He tells us his 
job involved keeping the telephone system in 
peak condition at all times and he had held the 
job since FDR’s days. How many presidents did 
“Brownie” serve? Count ‘em up.   There must be 
a book here.

Claire Davidson, who once lived in Cottage 
5103, was a geologist. Her legacy to new tenants 
Kay and Bob Laughton was a collection of  large 
rocks on the front lawn.  Happily, Claire never 
got around to carrying out her threat to populate 
the place with huge pink flamingoes. And she re-
fused to plant anything.  “Can’t waste my time  
feeding the deer,” she would say.       

Carol Kempske, in Cottage 5101, on the oth-

er hand, is a woman with a green thumb.  If it 
grows, plant it, is her motto.  Last month Carol  
and a friend of hers who lives in the Village at 
Collington created a lovely rock garden in Kay’s 
front yard, circled it with Claire’s rock collection 
and planted it with perennials like Shasta daisies 
and coreopsis. If you notice a very small pink fla-
mingo standing one-legged among the plants, 
it’s in honor of Claire.

O

Pat’s Puns

This cartoon completes our series by Pat 
Trammel that we started last September.  We 
are indebted to Judith Shaw who discovered 
Pat’s sketchbook left in the Creative Arts Room.   
We’ve passed the original sketches on to Pat’s 
son Charles and his wife.  They helped decipher 
this last cartoon; one of Pat’s favorite books was 
Virginia Wolfe’s To The Lighthouse.  We hope 
you’ve enjoyed Pat’s cartoons.



	 Affiliation	Gala

Top row: Paul Cooney with ice sculpture,  
John Diffey, Herb Stone signing the Procla-
mation

Row 2: Peter and Irina Pfund with Pat Bat-
ten, Fruit arrangement,  cake being served

Row 3: Harpist, Elvis, Sarah Spiece

Row 4: Brian Jackson, Dwindle Robinson


