
The

	 Collingtonian
Vol 22 No. 8 A Monthly Publication of The Collington Residents Association October 2010

   

Photo by Robert Elkin

 Kendal: A Culture Of Generosity
 By Jean Getlein
 
   We’ve heard a lot about Kendal in past months, 
but what exactly is it? 
Where is it?  What does it do? And what does 
affiliation mean?
   The Kendal Corporation, a nonprofit organi-
zation, describes itself simply as “a system of 
affiliates (relationships or connections) working 
cooperatively.” Its headquarters are in Kennett 
Square, Pennsylvania. All of its affiliates are non-
profit and each has a seat on Kendal’s board, and 
one member of the corporation’s board serves 
on each community’s board.   
   A principal goal of the  Kendal Corporation and 
its affiliates, “is to take an active role in issues 
affecting the aging in our society,” says its annual 
report, which goes on to note Kendal’s “passion 
for ongoing life enrichment and its commitment 
to the understanding of, and education about, 
the aging process.”  It describes itself as “a Quak-
er-related, Federal-type system of communities, 
programs and services.”
   The Kendal Corporation goes back to the early 
1960s when Philadelphia Quakers appointed a 
committee on aging to study the challenge pre-
sented by the increasing numbers of older people 
in society. They felt an obligation to help create op-
portunities in this country for the aging.  With a grant 
of $300,000 the group explored Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. They chose the name Kendal for an 
English town important in Quaker history. 
   Thirty-seven years ago, the Quakers built Ken-
dal at Longwood in the Brandywine River Valley 
as a Continuing Care Retirement Community 

(CCRC) much like our own – in fact Collington 
was modeled on Kendal at Longwood. It started 
with 900 sq.ft. cottages, one of which later was 
occupied by our Pat Battin’s mother for 13 years. 
   Collington resident Board members Pat Bat-
tin, Agnes Hatfield and Roanne Hartfield, along 
with four other Board members, visited Long-
wood recently and returned with enthusiasm for 
the possible affiliation.  “The residents run things 
as we do. As in the Quaker faith, things function 
by consensus.” The Board members met with 
key people and were impressed with their “hon-
est and willing answers” to questions. “Our active 
Residents Association and the structure of Col-
lington’s Board, with individuals of varied areas 
of expertise, and its resident members appear to 
be similar,” they reported.  
    The Kendal Corporation’s annual report talks 
about its mission: “Service and the transforming 
of the aging experience” and a strong commit-
ment to the broader community.   For example, in 
soup kitchens and services to seniors who can-
not afford to live in continuing care communities. 
   “Collington’s strengths would not go away with 
an affiliation,” our visiting Board members pre-
dict. “The Kendal Corporation doesn’t want cook-
ie cutter partners.”  
    Where do things stand now?  As Board Chair-
man Cooney says, negotiations are underway; 
the boards and the bankers will make the deci-
sion.  But, here’s Paul Cooney to speak for him-
self: “Collington’s Board of Directors continues to 
be engaged in intensive discussions about the 
possibility that Collington will become an affiliate 
of the Kendal system of senior living communi-
ties.  Kendal Corporation has its headquarters in 
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Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, and currently has 
11 continuing care retirement communities and 4 
other senior living communities in its system.
   “Much progress has been made during the 
course of the Board’s discussions with Kendal. 
At a special Board meeting on September 16 the 
Board of Collington unanimously and enthusias-
tically approved a very preliminary plan concern-
ing a possible affiliation.  The Board authorized 
that the plan be shared with Kendal’s gover-
nance committees for consideration as well as 
with members of Collington’s credit group (four 
banks). This next phase in the affiliation explo-
ration process will unfold over the coming six to 
eight weeks.  If all remains on track, an affiliation 
likely would take place very early in 2011.
   “It needs to be emphasized that there is no 
‘done deal’ to affiliate.  A final decision to affili-
ate can only be reached after additional details 
concerning affiliation are agreed upon and with 
the support of the banks that have issued the let-
ter of credit that secures Collington outstanding 
bonds (approx $55M).
   “An affiliation with Kendal could strengthen Col-
lington’s position in a number of important ways.  
Kendal is a highly respected system of senior 
living communities, and its name would further 
embellish Collington’s own position both in the 
marketplace and in its dealings with the finan-
cial community.  In addition, as evidenced during 
the close discussions during recent months, the 
Kendal organization has outstanding talent that 
would be available to help develop and execute 
marketing and operating strategies that will help 
move Collington toward the goal of 90- plus per-
cent occupancy over the next three to five years. 
   “If Collington affiliates with Kendal, what would 
change? Collington would become part of the 
Kendal family.  In all probability Life Care Servic-
es would no longer manage Collington and Col-
lington would resume the practice under which 
the Executive Director of Collington reports di-
rectly to the Collington Board. Collington would 
remain an autonomous corporation, with some 
broad accountability to the values and practices 
of the Kendal family.”

Health Services Manual Published
By Barbara Hall

   The Health Services Committee of the Resi-
dents Association, with the concurrence  of the 
Health Services staff of Collington, published 
and distributed to all residents a reference 
manual called Health Services at Collington:  A 
Resources Guide for Residents.  This manual 
provides residents with answers to questions 
about health care and how to get it at Collington.  
Clinic services are highlighted, different levels of 
care described and a variety of helpful informa-
tion provided   It has been produced under the 
leadership of the officers of the Health Services 
Committee:  Noel and Ron McPherson, Barbara 
Hall and Julia Freeman, with help from a num-
ber of other Collingtonians, residents and staff.   
The Committee thanks Doctors Hospital through 
which the handbook was published.  The Health 
Committee plans to update the handsome loose-
leaf manual annually.
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Lauren Biggs, Peace Corps Volunteer
By Robert Elkin 

   Living with 100 degrees heat, no electricity or 
running water, or even well water you can drink, 
using a hole in the ground for a toilet sounds like 
challenging living conditions.  But, Lauren Biggs, 
who has just completed her first year as a Peace 
Corp volunteer in Mali, just shrugs it off with, “I 
got used to it.”  She spoke to an overflow crowd in 
the Game Room, sponsored by Collington’s Res-
ident’s Speakers Committee, during September.
   Lauren, who recently completed her BA de-
gree in philosophy at Columbia, lives and works 
in Koyan, a small village of about 1,000 persons 
in southern Mali.  She strives to support village 
efforts to provide chairs and furniture for the 
children’s school, to improve adult literacy, and 
to develop a way for women to earn 
cash, among other projects.  For the 
soap project, she organized the wom-
en to pick Shea, a fruit that grows wild, 
brought in a teacher from a nearby 
large city to teach them how to pro-
cess Shea and to prepare it for market, 
and developed a management system 
and sales operation where the soap is 
sold in a nearby city’s market.  Lauren 
showed photos of women pounding 
Shea in a primitive narrow tub, by hand.  
She reports the project is just getting going and 
the women are very enthusiastic.
   However, the women as well as the men are 
less enthusiastic about attending school to learn 
to read and write.  Unfortunately, an earlier NGO 
(Non-governmental organization) gave the peo-
ple cash to attend school and the people  came 
only for the money. Lauren sees her challenge is 
to figure ways to motivate adults to learn.  In the 
meantime, she’s struggling with selecting candi-
dates to be teachers and getting them trained.  
While the villagers want a school to be built, Lau-
ren considers that too big a project for now.
   In her blog on the internet, Lauren raised funds 
for furniture, especially chairs for the children, for 
the school.  Check out her blog at the address at 
the end of the article.
   Lauren described Koyan, the small village in 
which she lives as well as Mali.  This village of 

1,000 depends on subsistence farming as does 
80 percent of the population of Mali. During a 
few months of intensive labor when there is rain, 
everyone works on the crops  They raise millet, 
corn, peanuts, and beans which they store to last 
them the year.   During the rest of the year, they 
raise vegetables, but eat very few of them as they 
are sold as a source of cash.  They also raise 
chickens but don’t regularly eat them or the eggs;  
the chickens are sold or used in religious festi-
vals.  Lauren found that, evn though she supple-
ments her village diet of millet gruel that her en-
ergy level has diminished, giving her insight into 
what happens to the energy of Mali people.
   Lauren lives with a host family and has her own 
rooms which are a separate “house”.  They live 
in a compound of about 50 people composed of 
three brothers and their two mothers.  Each broth-

er has two wives who live in separate 
“houses”.  All houses are made of mud 
with a tin roof and need to be restored 
each year.  On the average, Mali wom-
an have 7.49 children.  The women 
explain that the children are needed 
to work on the farm.  However, infant 
mortality is high, with one in five chil-
dren dying before the age of five.  
   The people of the village, who Lau-
ren describes as “my friends”, are of 

the Bambara tribe or people, as are 38 
percent of Mali’s population. There are 12 other 
tribal groups in Mali.  Most of the northern land 
of the nation borders or is in the Sahara desert. 
Theoretically, the village is Moslem but Lauren 
has seen little evidence of that in daily behavior.  
The practice of two wives is a traditional African 
practice.  However, villagers celebrate the end 
of Ramadan, although they don’t fast. Northern 
Mali is out of bounds to Peace Corps volunteers 
as it is under the control of Al-Qaeda.
   Lauren, who is the granddaughter of Roberta 
Decker, was in America for only three weeks.  She 
has returned to complete her second year as a 
volunteer in the Peace Corps.  Our best wishes 
go with her. You can learn more of her work at her 
blog, http://koyanmali.blogspot.com/.

        Lauren Biggs
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Fausti Lees Tells All 
By James Giese

Faustina the Elder, wife of Roman Emperor 
Antoninus Pilus, is described as a beautiful wom-
an renowned for her wisdom who assisted with 
charities and the education of children. A simi-
lar description would well apply to Collingtonian 
Faustina (Fausti) Lees, a retired clinical social 
worker who worked with disturbed and disrup-
tive children and became a co-founder of a child 
day care center.  However, Fausti Lees’ success-
ful career as a social worker, volunteer, wife and 
mother came about only after overcoming physi-
cal handicaps as a child in Wauwa-
tosa, Wisconsin.

Young Fausti was very athletic, 
participated in multiple sports and 
loved to read.  Her life changed 
abruptly when, at age 13 she was 
stricken with Bulbar polio.  The 
disease paralyzed her abdominal 
muscles, weakened her back sup-
port and affected her ability to breathe.  
After being quarantined for two weeks 
she was sent to a children’s hospital for three 
months of rehabilitation.

One memory of the hospital is that of a boy 
her age who was very depressed.  “I didn’t want 
to live like that.”  She became good friends with 
her roommate.  They made up songs together as 
they sat on their bedpans.

Fausti learned to walk again.  She wore an 
old fashioned corset with straps to lace up.  She 
attended a special elementary school that pro-
vided physical and occupational therapy.  At age 
19, she underwent surgery.  Pieces of fascia cut 
from her thigh were used to stabilize her back.  
That surgery changed her life again, even though 
she had to be on crutches for a year.  She could 
wear a sturdy girdle instead of the corset.  She 
no longer had to lie down to rest every two hours.

Fausti went on to graduate from Carleton Col-

lege and then completed graduate studies at 
Columbia University.  There she met John Lees 
who aggressively wooed her.  They married and 
settled in Port Washington on Long Island while 
John pursued his career with NBC.  They had two 
sons, Christopher and Craig.

Fausti had a rewarding career as a clinical 
social worker counseling part-time for a large 
agency while maintaining a small private prac-
tice.  She also became a gourmet cook, loved to 
entertain, loved to play bridge and loved to travel.  

One volunteer effort of which she is proud 
grew from her help with a League of Women 

Voters survey that determined the 
need for child day care in her com-
munity. She went on to help found 
one in a church.  That center is now 
36 years old and quite successful.

One day, at about age 55, while 
walking up a hill with a heavy load, 
she felt something snap in her 
back.  That turned out to be the on-

set of post polio syndrome.  After nine 
months of physical and occupational 

therapy, she pursued a program of vigorous exer-
cise, only to learn the exercises were wearing out 
her weakened muscles. Again, her life changed.

Faced with the need to use assistive devices, 
the Lees took early retirement and moved to a 
home at Palm Beach Gardens, Florida.  Later 
son Craig , who lives in Falls Church, convinced 
them to move to nearby Collington where they 
can be closer to their three grandchildren.  Now 
the Lees winter in their Florida residence and 
summer at Collington.

In the past three years Fausti has had surgery 
and treatment for cervical and breast cancer.  To-
day, although unable to walk, she is the picture 
of health as she charges about in her scooter.  
“Maybe I’ve had more than my share of stuff, but 
it really doesn’t seem like that.  I’ve led a good 
life,” Fausti says with a smile.

We’re glad she’s here.

Fausti Lees
 Photo by James Giese
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WORD WATCHING
By Dorothy Brown

Some people are bird watchers.  I’m a word 

watcher.  I enjoy watching words take on new 

meanings, become clichés, or slide into obsoles-

cence.  

Lately I’ve been watching “icon” and “iconic.”  

An icon, according to my dictionary, is “a repre-

sentation or picture of a sacred Christian person-

age.”  I remember seeing those little pictures on 

the walls of Eastern Orthodox churches.  “Iconic” 

is defined as “Pertaining to or having the char-

acter of an icon.”… “Said of certain memorial 

statues and busts, such as the ancient portrait 

statues of victorious athletes.”   

The definition gives no clue that the word 

“icon” can be applied to a person, but in current 

usage, human beings can be icons.  I’m hazy 

about the qualifications for “iconism”. The media 

were quick to label Senator Robert Byrd an icon 

when he passed away recently, and an article in 

the Washington Post describes President Ronald 

Reagan as a “20th century conservative icon.”  

Representatives Charles Rangel and Maxine 

Waters are “iconic black lawmakers.” A review of 

a book on the letters of Jack Kerouac and Allen 

Ginsberg says they were “commonly viewed as 

iconic free spirits.”  I would not, however, describe 

these people as “sacred Christian personages.”

Tom Shales, the Washington Post’s TV critic, 

wrote a piece recently about “Leave it to Beaver,” 

a sitcom popular in the 1950s.  He described it 

as “filled with iconic characters and situations,” 

adding that the word, “iconic,’” is “wildly over used 

these days.”  

Since I’ve been watching, I’ve seen the word 

pop up in these phrases: “the “iconic (Burberry) 

khaki trench coat” and “famous skyscrapers and 

other iconic architectural structures.”

According to an ad for a tour company, Eng-

land is an “iconic country.”  Huh?  Among the at-

tributes upon which this description is based are 

England’s red phone booths, pubs, and a queen 

“with royal pomp and ceremony.”

I’m wondering whether “iconic” will replace 

“fantastic,” “ fabulous,” and  “awesome.”  Although 

these words are not synonymous, people who 

are not committed to searching for the mot juste 

toss them around interchangeably.  I say, “Awe-

some” should be locked up and brought out only 

to describe the Grand Canyon.   

The little pictures that clutter up my computer 

screen are icons.  In fact, the age of the comput-

er has spawned a whole new vocabulary, giving 

certain words entirely new meanings. A mouse 

is no longer just a small rodent.  A laptop is not 

necessarily a place for my cat to settle down and 

snooze.

Along with individual words, certain phrases 

are disappearing.  I can remember way back 

when the traditional response to “Thank you” was 

“You’re welcome.”  Now, it’s “No problem.”  And 

“How ya’ doin’?” is fast replacing  “How are you?” 

Then there are all these brand new words.  

Sometimes I get the impression that everyone in 

the world except me is busily blogging, texting, 

facebooking, and tweeting.

I don’t know what those words mean.  Fortu-

nately, at this stage in my life, I don’t have to.  

If you are yearning for the good old 
days, just turn off the air conditioning.
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A GARDNER DEFINED

   “No occupation is so delightful to me as the 

culture of the earth, and no culture comparable 

to that of the garden.” Thomas Jefferson

   Mr. Jefferson is right, say you, and all the pas-

sionate gardeners you know. If you are one of 

this proud band who spends hours outdoors with 

shears and spade, trowel and rake; in your green-

house; at your desk checking the latest seed and 

nursery catalogs; keeping your garden journal, 

and, housebound by weather, delving into your 

increasing collection of garden history books and 

folklore; if you take the Master Garden courses 

at your local community college; if you are able 

to lift heavy pots, refresh soil, make compost, 

weed, define and develop your garden beds with 

the multiple colors of plants and shrubs you love, 

and grow best, -- THEN -- if you fill any part of 

this hyperbole, you KNOW there is “no more de-

lightful culture comparable to that of the garden” 

-- you are a gardener!

   For my loyal readers who have come this far 

with me but are beginning to feel I have slipped 

over the edge, let me reassure you that no one 

knows better the down, or flip side of garden-

ing: rot, mold, drought, freeze, mildew, wilt, deer, 

ground hogs, rabbits, rodents, bugs, insects, and 

yes, pesticides.  When like minded garden obses-

sives get together they share favorite solutions 

for endless problems, to take or reject, but you 

really need a friend, bragging rights, and general 

commiseration over wear and tear -- sooner or 

later, all of us get “backs”, gimpy legs, walk funny, 

and usually forget to wear a hat! 

   But cheer up; it’s all in the living. I give you a 

short flip side anecdote, fortunately with a good 

ending.

   Neil C. Potash is one of the most passionate 

and enthusiastic gardeners I know. He heads 

the Bowie Community Garden Club. You may re-

member that last fall when we were introduced 

by Curtis Langford, I accepted Neil’s invitation to 

come and talk to the group about house plants 

This summer he brought me a problem which re-

ally had him on the ropes. 

   Due, perhaps, to an excess of zeal, and a se-

rious over spraying with powerful Kelthane 500, 

anti poison ivy and another strong spray all over 

his 25-30 tomato plants, as a precautionary mea-

sure, the result was no tomatoes, although the 

bushes continued to grow.  What to do? This is 

when he called me. 

   I panicked. What to do, indeed! However, my 

solution in time of need is house cleaning. “Neil,” 

I suggested, “it can’t hurt until you get better ad-

vice, try washing the darn stuff completely away, 

THOROUGHLY, with a mild solution of soap and 

water on the top side and under side of all the 

leaves and stems, then let dry. Then take the 

hose and thoroughly rinse, and rinse again.”

   What do you know? In Neil’s words, “The ex-

periment to wash my plants after over spraying 

was a complete success.  I now have more toma-

toes than I can count or eat. There is nothing to 
compare with eating your own ripe tomatoes. 
I have to congratulate you, Faith Jackson, your 

suggestion to wash everything thoroughly saved 

most of my crop.” 

   A postscript to this cautionary tale; whether or 

not congratulations were deserved. It is my firm 

conviction that in our efforts to develop the per-

fect looking pest free fruit or vegetable by getting 

rid of every pest or bug with poisons that may be 

responsible for also getting rid of taste and scent. 

   Next time we obsessives get together, let’s talk 

solutions.

Faith’s
Gardening Notes
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Katherine Celebrates 100
By Warren Unna

 For a good many years now, Katherine Ken-

dall has been Collington’s imaginative hostess 

---whether a compus-wide festival or intimate 

gathering under the patio umbrella and round 

table of her cottage.  On September ninth, Col-

lington reciprocated.  Katherine had turned 100!

The auditorium was filled with most of the 103 

invitees on the lady’s wish list.  The tables were 

decorated with heather and rose bouquets, in 

honor of Katherine’s, beloved Scotch heritage.  

A gorgeously kilted bagpiper, John Masterson 

(a cousin of Judy Shaw’s late husband), piped 

her entrance as she was wheeled in festooned 

with a Scottish cap and oxygen tubes.  After sing-

ing Auld Lang Syne and other appropriate tunes,  

a power point screen showed some of her hon-

ors as the nation’s doyenne of International So-

cial Work. Tributes were offered and she recip-

rocated.  A googled letter of praise was read 

from David Chisholm, Counselor of Highland 

from Tuach of Muir or Ord (North of Inverness), 

Miss Katherine’s native village.

Then the “grande dame”, with all the auror 

of the Queen (who always commemorates her 

subjects’ hundredth birthdays), was wheeled 

around from table to table to receive handshakes, 

hugs and kisses.

Pink champagne was toasted and an enor-

mous chocolate cake (Katherine is a chocoholic) 

appeared. The only spoilsport was Collington’s 

fire alarm system, which kept blasting off from 

the heat of the myriad of lighted sparklers.  One 

invitee, DeWitt Patterson, was resplendent in his 

kilts.  The festival’s three organizers, Sue Em-

bree, Marion Henry, and Anna Shea, saw their 

efforts rewarded.

As a fitting end, the triumphant centenarian 

was wheeled out to the skirl of the bagpipe.

Who Am I?
By Marian Schubauer

Here’s another group of early photos of current 
residents along with a few clues.  Can

you guess who they are?  When 
you get back to Chatter Box, you’ll 
find the answers.  Have fun!

Oct. No.1: “I was pictured early 
as studious and serious-minded. I’ve 
been trying to live it down ever since”, 
an outstanding Collington leader,  a 
longtime Federal worker not afraid of 
numbers.

Oct. No. 2: 
  Principal for a Special 
Education Center in Prince 
Georges County,chairman of 
a number of Collington com-
mittees, grew up on a farm 

and makes 
Col l ington 
r e s i d e n t s 
happy with 
her flower gardens.Oct. No. 3:  
One of the best problem solvers 
for Collington residents, taught 
math at the Naval Academy, of 
his many interests, two stand 
out--music and computers.

 

Just Looking About
By Jeanne Gart

Visitors to Liz and Sid Sober’s apart-
ment frequently notice the cartoon draw-
ing of Sid pictured there. He explains the 
drawing was done in 1963, when they 
were preparing to leave Bombay after 
Sid’s two-year tour at the American Em-
bassy. The artist was R. K. Laxman, a 
leading Indian cartoonist, whose political 
cartoon appeared daily for decades on 

page one of The Times of India. It was a surprise 
farewell gift from the artist and is a prized pos-
session.
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Collington’s  Lanais;  Good And Bad
By Gloria Ericson

The dictionary says a “lanai” (pronounced lah-

nye, accent on the last syllable) is a porch or ve-

randa.  In Collington the word refers to the areas 

in the cottage clusters where the sidewalk wid-

ens and is partially enclosed by attractive latticed 

posts.

Resident Mary Olmsted is one of Collington’s 

most knowledgeable grounds gurus, having 

been chair of the Landscape Committee for sev-

eral years, and she is concerned about the sorry 

state of some of our lanais.  To show me what 

she means she took me on a tour.

One sunny morning we set out.  I thought we 

would visit just a few sites but before we were 

done we had viewed all lanais in all clusters.  

This was no hardship for me – I was on a scooter 

– but Mary did the whole nine yards on foot.

Each lanai fronts the area between two cot-

tages, and frequently those cottage residents (or 

one of them) furnish it with appropriate outdoor 

furniture.  This makes it seem to belong to those 

residents, but Mary assured me these areas are 

“common” areas - to be utilized by all.  I was glad 

to hear this because many the time, walking my 

dog, I felt like sitting down but didn’t.  After all, in 

my pre-Collington days I never would have run 

up on some stranger’s front porch to rest.

Many of Collington’s lanais do invite resting – 

with comfy furniture and marvelous potted plants.  

The lanai that Mary and neighbor Marian Schu-

bauer co-monitor displays dramatic large-leaved 

tropical plants.  (Perhaps the years Mary spent 

as ambassador to Papua in New Guinea make 

such an environment seem like home).  Anne 

Novotsky and Kay Cave have made their ad-

opted porch particularly inviting with many chairs 

and a plethora of ferns and other plants in pots 

and hanging baskets.  Anna Shea has furnished 

the lanai near her cottage with a set of attractive 

wicker and  two potted fir trees, thus ensuring a 

touch of green even in winter.  The whole 1000 

cluster made a collaborative effort and fixed up 

the 1008-1010 area so beautifully that MaryAv-

erett Seelye has made a habit of enjoying after-

noon tea there.  Passers-by often join her.  This,  

perhaps, was the kind of activity the architects 

had in mind when they designed Collington.

There are many other lanais equally inviting – 

too many to list here.  But it is the ones that are 

bare or with a solitary bench, that Mary is par-

ticularly concerned about.   Perhaps the commu-

nal 1000-cluster approach would be best since 

some single individuals may not feel themselves 

physically able to be involved in the refurbishing 

and maintenance of enhanced lanais.  Several 

years ago, Mary tells me, a man named Don 

Jackson, living in the 3000 cluster, coordinated 

the hanging of floral baskets from the covered 

walkway in front of each cottage.  To this day 

several of those baskets remain and make for a 

lovely colonnade as one looks down the length of 

the walkway.  Mary hopes this is the kind of thing, 

along with upgrading the lanais, the marketing 

or grounds committees (or both) or the individu-

al clusters might be persuaded to help achieve.  

She points out that the more attractive Collington 

is, the more charmed and receptive prospective 

residents are sure to be.
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Jeanne Barnett, World Traveler
By Ginny Mintz
   Like an energetic bee, recently arrived to Col-
lington Jeanne Barnett has buzzed from one 
fascinating source to the next.  Born in Iraq, she 
moved to Cairo, where her father was president 
of the American University in Cairo 
(AUC).  Then, when she was ten, her 
life took a scary turn – war appeared 
imminent and her family sailed on the  
last ship out of Alexandria. 
   For the next few years they moved an-
nually - New York, Princeton, Philadel-
phia, Scarsdale - each place providing 
Jeanne with opportunities to explore 
new surroundings, meet interesting 
people – and learn about her native 
land.  With the war over, she faced yet 
another adventure – the family boarded a Cairo-
bound troop ship.  Back in Cairo they lived on the 
AUC campus where there were no other kids to 
hang out with but, oh my, the adventures.  “It was 
a marvelous time of my life” she enthuses. She 
can still recall “with exquisite delight” waking up in 
the early morning to the haunting song of the mu-
ezzin from the tip of the minaret across the street.
   On her bike she explored Cairo’s nooks and 
crannies. Often, she “traipsed around” with her 
father, absorbing “his enthusiastic interest” in 
that Islamic and Coptic city, visiting the Mamluk 
mosques and developing an enduring love of Is-
lamic architecture.  
   However that life came to a screeching halt 
when she traveled back to America to begin 
studying American Literature at Middlebury Col-
lege “at the end of nowhere” and then worked 
with the American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) in NYC.  More memorable, however, was 
her summer UN guide job where, one day, she 
guided a young Hong Kong journalist named 
Doak Barnett.  It turned out he was also a child of 
missionaries who’d gone to China for the YMCA.  
But he soon had to go home to China – appar-
ently smitten – because, he paused in India long 
enough to send a letter proposing marriage.  The 
feeling was obviously mutual; a few months lat-
er Jeanne exchanged Columbia grad school for 

Hong Kong and marriage.
   The pair traveled around East- and Southeast 
Asia, where Doak pursued his scholarly inter-
est in post-Mao China while writing numerous 
books, “professoring” and gaining a solid reputa-
tion.  Through Doak’s work, she got to know Chi-

nese intellectuals opposed to Mao’s 
doctrines who formed a group known 
as “The Third Way” to present an al-
ternate voice on China and its future. 
By this time she was totally hooked 
on China – an interest she has main-
tained to this day.
   The couple returned to the States 
where she busied herself with her 
three small children.  Then, in the late 
60’s they moved to Washington, DC, 
where she continued to lead the life 

of a “flaneur” delightedly tasting all that life and 
that city had to offer.  There, she earned an MA 
in Women’s Studies, traveled as a reporter with 
women leaders from the USSR and China, led 
a group of women to China while it was emerg-
ing from the Maoist disaster and interviewed the 
“very fascinating and wise” Deng Yingchao, wid-
ow of the revolution‘s great general, Chu de.
   For some years, she worked for the Society for 
Research in Child Development and later, on a 
study into sexual abuse of female children.  Then, 
in the 1980’s she spent four years as President of 
the board for World Ministries of the United Church 
of Christ and traveled throughout the US.  She also 
participated in a delegation to Southern Africa in 
support of “freedom” movements, meeting there 
with the African National Congress in exile.
   Since Doak’s death in 1999, she has continued 
the frequent trips to China, as she is doing this 
fall to “inaugurate” her gift of the  A. Doak Barnett 
professional library collection to the Hopkins-
Nanjing Center.
   As an active docent at the Textile Museum in 
Washington, DC, Jeanne is now looking forward 
to the upcoming Uzbek Ikat exhibit and sympo-
sium, “The Colors of the Oasis.” 
   Welcome to Collington, Jeanne. 

     Jeanne Barnett
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Collingtonians packed the reception spon-
sored by the Interiors Committee to celebrate 
the opening of Gwen Lewis’ exhibit of black and 
white photographs entitled Close to the Land.  
Gwen is one of the last of a dying breed, photog-
raphers who shoot in film and process in a dark 
room.  And the results show it in the subtleties of 
her silver gelatin prints of another dy-
ing phenomenon: rural and small town 
America. The exhibit remains up until 
November 9.  Be sure to see it.

O

We all need to pause for a moment 
to appreciate our fabulous weather 
during September.  Imagine?  Balmy, 
breezy days with low humidity and 
cool nights for good sleeping.  As the 
saying goes, let’s package it and have it 
ready to open when whenever we need it.

O

Thanks to the outstanding work of 
the Nominating Committee headed by 
Bill Cosgrove, we’ve got a terrific new 
Executive Committee for the Residents 
Association.  We see a number of new 
residents taking on leadership respon-
sibility and we compliment them. Herb Stone will 
continue as President, but he’s the only carry-
over from last year’s excellent slate.  Julia Free-
man becomes First Vice President, working with 
the operating committees. Peter Pfund takes on 
Second vice President, to work with the many 
activity committees. Ginny Mintz (aka Virginia) 
becomes Secretary.  And, Katherine (Kay) Al-

drich assumes the Treasurer position; finally giv-
ing long-time treasurer Louise Huddleston a well 
deserved rest.  Congratulations to us. We’ve got 
a spanking new Executive Committee.

O

Who Am I? people are: Oct. No. 1: Margaret 

Martin, Oct. No. 2: Eileen Henderson, Oct. No. 3: 

Al Folop.

O

Dogs came dancing at Collington in Septem-

ber to the delight of a big crowd of residents.  

Betty Joltin arranged for the “recital” 

to be presented here by Greenbelt 

Dog Training. A recital is an informal 

showing as compared to more formal 

competition at a dog show.  These 

beautiful animals, large and small, 

proudly went through their tricks, 

keeping pace with their dancing hu-

man partners.  It was fun.  Thank you 

Betty.

O

Mary-Ann Pellerin proudly an-

nounced the Opportunities Outlet 

(OO) now has a Showcase Ware-

house next door to its facility on the 

first floor under the Clinic.  They’ll use 

it to store and display small furniture 

items and for other purposes. Mary 

Ann’s flyer about the event is filled with names 

of people who helped make the event possible.  

Now, with the renovated OO, Mary Ann describes 

the operation as Collington’s Saks Fifth Avenue 

(or at least a mini-mall).  It’s a pleasure to go into 

the well-lighted space to select things from their 

shinny new racks.  We’re all grateful to the OO as 

a resource for bargains as well as for supplying 

the major portion of funding for Resident Asso-

ciation activities, including the Collingtonian.

Chatter	Box

Gwen Lewis talks about
her photographs with

Lynn Bernstein
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O

We were delighted to meet Beth Neel, newly 
appointed Health Services Administrator, replac-
ing Angie Layfield.  In addition to an impressive 
background in health care, her management 
credentials bode well for the big job she’s tak-
ing on.  After her basic training as a dietitian, 
she got another degree in business administra-
tion.  On top of all that, she has an 
open personality and a readiness 
to smile.  Good Luck Beth.  We’re 
supporting you all the way.  Angie 
started solving the big problems in 
health services but there are plenty 
of challenges remaining for her to 
conquer.

O

Frances Kolarek talks about the movies in the 
following piece.

Going to the movies-- we grew up with them, 
and Margot Starr Kernan keeps us on track with 
her twice-yearly seminars.  She is especially en-
thusiastic about the upcoming seminar, a Fes-
tival of German Films scheduled for October.  
Subtitled in English, they run the gamut from the 
bittersweet musical, The Harmonists (which will 
have been shown on September 28) to comedy, 

art film and the Academy Award winning, The 
Lives of Others.  Peter and Irina Pfund suggest-
ed leading off with The  Harmonists, after having 
seen and enjoyed it in Berlin.  They are  enthu-
siastic about Margot’s choices and recommend 
the series highly.

Margot Starr Kernan is well qualified to lead 
the many film seminars she has presented over 
the past few years, including French, Russian, 
and art films. Her attachment to film and its many 
facets dates back to her earliest years and she 
has never wavered.  She studied film during  her 
years at Bennington, and continued her studies 
at Stanford.Her own short video films have been 
shown at many venues, including the National 
Gallery Film Theatre and The Museum of Mod-
ern Art in New York. 

Living in Washington D.C. while her husband 
wrote for The Washington Post, she commuted 
to the Maryland Institute in Baltimore to teach the 
art of filmmaking -- courses that explored the lan-
guage of films and the aspects of film art.

Retired with her husband in Vermont, Margot 
returned to  Bennington to teach film.   After his 
death, she joined MaryAverett Seelye and other 
Bennington alumnae who urged her to come to 
Collington.

Beth Neel



Collington’s	Dogs			By	Marian	Schbauer

											
     

We couldn’t include all the wonderful dogs at Col-
lington, but aren’t these great?  Clockwise from 
top left, Toby with Barbara Hall, Travi with Bob 
McCarthy, Cricket with Eva Yale, Tupper with 
Clyde Griffen, Dolly with Ginge Peddle, Tick-Tock 
with Warren Unna, Lucy with Pat King, Webster 
and Alex with Doris Baster, and Roxy with Betty 
Hutchison.


