
The

	 Collingtonian
Vol 23  No. 11      A Monthly Publication of The Collington Residents Association     November 2011

 

 

Photo by Robert Elkin

By Jean Getlein

“We're going to be ‘Larry and Susan’, neigh-
bors and friends, not ‘the Reverend Mr. Harris 
and Mrs. Harris’,” announced Lawrence R. Har-
ris, Jr., newly retired rector of St. Barnabas’ Epis-
copal Church and one of Collington’s newest 
residents.

Right now the Harrises, who 
moved here this month, are busy 
unpacking, arranging furniture 
and planning what to do with their 
small backyard.  At the very least 
they plan to renovate the two bird-
houses there.

"It wasn't easy to leave the con-
gregation after 35 years, but I'm 
really looking forward to life here 
and in Maine," says Larry.  The 
couple have a little cabin on a 
small lake near Augusta that they 
bought in 1971.  "It's a mutual hobby."  They've 
been spending four to six weeks there every 
summer and are looking forward to much longer 
stays now.  "That will be our key focus for a while, 
just to sit and rock."

Back at Collington, "We want our senior years 
to be meaningful.  I will be doing something, but 
I want to figure out how to be useful, to have fun 
and be productive," Larry said.

Both Harrises were born in Baltimore.  She 
graduated from Mary Washington College and 

taught mathematics for 27 years at Queen Anne 
School (recently closed).  He attended Virgin-
iaTheological Seminary in Alexandria.  He was 
ordained as a priest in 1968.   They met as 
staffmembers at a church camp.   The couple 
have one son named Lawrence Reed Harris, III, 

who has his own home-repair 
business.  Reed and his wife pre-
sented the Harrises with grand-
daughter Haven 18 months ago.  
"We're enjoying being grandpar-
ents," says Harris with a broad 
grin.   

Harris was the 37th rector of 
historic St. Barnabas' Church, 
once visited by George Wash-
ington.  Originally a small log 

chapel, it was replaced in 1710 
with a two-story Georgian brick 

building and restored in 1974.
Larry and Susan always knew they would re-

tire to Collington.  Along with John Evans, Larry 
was a member of the team that developed early 
ideas for Collington.  He served as a member of 
the Colington Board of Directors, including five 
years as its president.

With many residents attending St. Barnabas', 
the Harrises already have friends here.  They will 
soon have many more.
    For more information on newcomers, see p.4.

St.  Barnabas’ Rector Larry Harris and Wife Susan Are Now New Neighbors

Susan and Larry Harris
---photo courtesy St Barnabas’ 

Church
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As You Age, Change Your Goals

By Margaret Martin

   We see many articles these 
days concerned with staying 
healthy and active as one 
ages.  At age 99, it troubles 
me that too little attention is 
paid to the importance also 
of changing one’s goals as 
one ages.  When we are 
young, we take it as normal 
that goals change as capa-
bilities expand.. We change our goals to fit what 
becomes feasible.
   It seems to me equally important to change our 
goals as we age, to reflect any limitations that 
aging has imposed, without regret and without 
a feeling of failure.  For example, in my forties, 
my goal for a physical activity was to improve 
my tennis game, in my mid-fifties to improve my 
badminton game and in my mid-seventies to im-
prove my ping-pong (table tennis) game.  Twenty 
years later. Trifocal glasses and a greatly weak-
ened sense of balance have ruled out even ping-
pong, but I still have a physical activity goal.  It is 
to keep walking, not depend on a scooter to go 
from cottage to Community Center and back.
   It is my belief that goals should be feasible.  
They should reflect the fact that some of our  ca-
pabilities become more limited with advanced 
age, without apology.
   Changing goals allows one to achieve suc-
cess, even if only temporarily, and diverts one 
from dwelling on failure.  It is a much healthier 
state of mind, it seems to me.  As an example, 
in an area other than physical activity,  I have 
developed a new goal of persuading members 
of younger generations, by convincing force of 
example, that it is possible to grow old and still 
be happy.
   * * *

   Margaret Martin came to Collington 22 years 
ago after retiring twice: first from 30 years with 
the U.S. Bureau of the Budget and then from 
10 years at the Academy of Sciences, always 
working with national statistics and how to im-
prove them.  Once at Collington, she didn’t slow 
down a bit, becoming president of the Residents 
Association and an active member of the Rec-
reation and Fiscal Review committees.  All this 
and bridge two nights a week.  Margaret says 
she’s “trying to size down these days,” but no 
one believes her.  FKMargaret Martin

—RE
Get Up and Go at 104

By Marian Schubauer

   Enter Margo. Her age is 104. She is called 
a speed demon.  When asked why she drives 
her scooter so fast, the meaning of her response 
is that the scooter is the only thing she can still 
control.
   Alice Margaret Churchill (Margo), was born in 
Detroit, Michigan.  Her mother died when she 
was seven.  Her father later remarried and the 
family moved to Granger, a Chicago suburb..  
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appreciation of her life:

After One Hundred Years

By Margo Labovitz

   My life has been rich and happy and I thank 
my family and friends and Fate for that.  Now, in 
spite of aches and pains and deficiencies of age 
I am too engrossed in knowing what is going on 
in the world to consider leaving it.  I might change 
my mind if I could anticipate gaining a celestial 
platform from which to observe and follow the 
turbulence and beauties of Earth.  I don’t believe 
I can count on that so I hope I can stay here at 
Collington a while longer.
—May, 2007

Budde Is New Episcopal Bishop

By Sally Bucklee

   The Episcopal Diocese of Washington has 
elected the Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, 
rector of a church in Minneapolis, as bishop.  Her 
consecration and installation were on November 
12 at the Washington National Cathedral.  The 
42,000-member diocese includes 90 congrega-
tions in the District of Columbia and four Mary-
land counties.
   Budde, 52, graduated from the University of 
Rochester, New York, and earned master’s  and 
doctor’s degrees in theology at Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia.  She has 
been married to Paul Budde for 25 years and 
they are the parents of two adult children.
   Budde succeeds Bishop John Chane, who had 
led the diocese since 2002.  Recently, Bishop 
Chane dedicated our chapel in memory of Bish-
op John Walker.  The diocese has a continuing 
interest in Collington, which it was instrumental 
in founding.

Margo attended Reed College in Portland, Or-
egon, and then the University of Chicago, where 
she met her future husband, Israel Labovitz. 
   After graduate school in Chicago and anoth-
er year at the Bank Street School in New York, 
Margo married Iz Labovitz who was an econo-
mist.  He was hired by the Bureau of the Budget.  
So they moved to Washington, D.C., where they 
raised their three sons.  After they were grown, 
Margo taught at the Green Acres School in Mary-
land.  They bought property in West Virginia 
where they built a modern house with a large 
apple orchard.  They continued to live in Wash-
ington and used the farm as a recreation area.
   In 1988 they moved to Collington where, as 
pioneers, they put up with Collington’s growing 
pains.  Together they enjoyed Collington until 
Iz’s death in 1992.
   Gail Kohn, Collington’s then executive director, 
encouraged the residents to carry out their ideas 
to make Collington a more exciting place to live.  
Committees were formed and, in connection with 
Prince George’s Community college, courses 
were offered here for a small fee.  Margo’s class-
es were Art Appreciation, Autobiographical Writ-
ing, Foreign Policy, and India.
   Resident Chuck Dell started a Poetry group.  
The classes often met at Margo’s cottage.  The 
group took turns bringing drinks and snacks. 
Margo also enjoyed John McCann’s autobio-
graphical class, whose members were fans of 
Margo’s “jewel-like essays on life and laughter."  
Some of Margo’s pieces were published in Po-
tomac Review.
   In the nineties she visited a resident, Kathleen 
Hill, in the Creighton Center once a week.  Dr. 
Hill related her fascinating life story to Margo, 
who wrote her story and had it locally printed.
   We are all amazed at Margo’s “get up and go” 
at her remarkable age.  She has some health 
problems, as do we all, but she puts them on the 
back burner and continues to inspire us all.
   When she turned 100, Margo’s family hosted 
a party for her in the auditorium.  Everybody was 
invited.  About this time she wrote the following 
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We Welcome Our New Neighbors

As a new feature, we will publish a brief profile and 
a photo of all new residents who provide us with infor-
mation as a way for our readers to get to know them 
better.  We begin with September, 2011, arrivals but 
will add any earlier ones who wish to provide informa-
tion.  Contact Jean Getlein, ext. 7332.

Martha and Richard Wilder  

Cottage 2217, ext. 7297.  The Wilders are 
from Arnold, Maryland.  Martha was a comput-
er programmer who had previously taught and 
been a librarian at the Pratt Library in Baltimore.  
Richard was a government contractor in radio 
frequency range allocations.  Both are amateur 
radio operators, Richard since 1948.

Eleanor Plank                        
Cottage 1210, ext. 

7242.  Originally from 
Berea, Kentucky, Eleanor 
Plank taught in Winnetka, 
Illinois, where she met and 
married John Plank who 
became a political science 
professor at the University 

of Connecticut.  She raised three children and 
became involved in the Town of Storrs”  commu-
nity activities, serving as school board president 
for 10 years and with the Democratic Committee

John, Irene and Gina Geron  
Apartment 241, ext. 7551.  John and Irene, 

with their daughter, Gina, lived in upper Prince 
George’s County for 37 years.  A native of Nebras-
ka raised in Colorado, John served in the U.S. Air 

Force, retiring as a major in 1976.  While in train-
ing at State College in Columbus, Mississippi, he 
met “beautiful” Irene from nearby Shelby.  Fol-
lowing a whirlwind romance, they married.  After 
retirement, John worked for several aerospace 
and electronics companies in Washington for 19 
years.

Daughter Gina was a document clerk in the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office; son Tony, a property 
management specialist, lives 
nearby with the Gerons’ three 
grandchildren.

Joseph Sheffey            
Apartment 258, ext. 5125.  Born in New Jer-

sey, Joe served 31 years in the U.S. Navy Sub-
marine Force as “Chief Torpe-
do Man,” in charge of nuclear 
weapons.  Following that, he 
spent 17 years in naval sub-
marine research.  A long-time 
resident of the New London, 
Connecticut area, in “retire-
ment” he served 10 years on 
his town’s Board of Educa-

tion, and did other volunteer work relating to edu-
cation and adoption. 

 Joe’s wife of 67 years died 10 months ago.
They had three children and many grandchildren.

 —Photos of newcomers by Elsie Seetoo
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Andrea Singh

Cottage 2215, ext. 7295.  
Andrea was born in Washing-
ton, D.C. and moved here from 
the District, but what a tale to 
tell in between!  With a Ph.D. 
from Duke University, she was 
off to India for 20 years with 

the United Nations’ International Labor Orga-
nization, working with rural women.  There she 
met and married an Indian businessman.  Then 
with the U.N. to East Africa for seven years and 
to Geneva, Switzerland, for five more.  Andrea’s 
daughter who also works for the U.N., and lives 
in Bangkok, Thailand, with Andrea’s eight-year-
old grandson.

Elsie Wallace
Apartment 202, ext. 7520  

Elsie was born in Durham, 
North Carolina.  She attended 
high school there and went 
on to trade school, where she 
learned the fine art of tailoring.  
She soon moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. where she married a 

government printer and became both a tailor and 
a clerk at Walter Reed Medical Center.  One of 
her favorite pastimes is crocheting.

Jessie Colson
Apartment 127, ext. 7503.  

Jessie Colson has joined us 
from Bethesda, Maryland.  
Born in North Carolina, she 
grew up in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.  With a doctoral de-
gree in business from New 

York University, she taught for a while, then 
joined the Foreign Service, visiting 25 different 
countries in the course of her work.  She married 
at a young age and had a son.  “Age is only a 
number for me,” says this active newcomer.

Donald Martin

Cottage 5015, ext. 5081. 
Donald Martin hails from An-
napolis, Maryland.  He was 
born into a Navy family in 
Norfolk, Virginia, but as the 
Korean struggle heated up 
he was drafted into the Infan-

try and served two tours.  Then, with a Master’s 
degree from American University, he joined the 
special activities branch of the Foreign Service, 
touching down all over the world, from Austra-
lia to Iceland to Tibet.  He volunteers two days 
a week at the Annapolis Detention’s Facility’s li-
brary.

        ---Photos of newcomers by Elsie Seetoo

Just Looking About
By Jeanne Gart

          Bangkok Chair  ---RE

   The chair pictured here is attracting a lot of 
attention outside apartment 127, home of  new-
comer Jessie Colson. She explains that she ac-
quired it years ago when she was in Bangkok, 
Thailand, on assignment for the State Depart-
ment. She carried it home on the plane and now 
everyone in Collington can admire it.
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Neighbor Bill Wilson Tells of Life
By Jeanne Barnett

It is not unusual for Collingtonians to look back 
on full and adventuresome  
lives, but perhaps none has 
been more so than the one 
laid before us by Bill Wilson 
at his October 7 Know Your 
Neighbor talk on “My Three 
Retirements.”   

He and Fran came to Col-
lington about a year ago, fresh from celebrating 
his 80th birthday in Kentucky, from which he flew 
home in his own  C-182, a fitting reminder of his 
childhood dream to learn to fly.  That passion 
was fully realized in his subsequent and extraor-
dinary career in the Air Force with a specialty in 
navigation science.

Expertise in this field took him to the South 
Pacific in 1954 to forecast upcoming weather in 
the pre-testing of an atomic “device;” preliminary 
to the actual detonation of the hydrogen bomb 
in the Bikini atoll.  Subsequent pioneering as-
signments saw him working with astronauts in 
zero gravity experiments in a plane appropriately 
called the “Vomit Comet” and engaging in simi-
lar testing in navigation-related fields in various 
parts of the world.

Later, he went to Greenland for a secret mis-
sion relating to tracking satellites. Highly com-
mended, he was later assigned to Air Force 
headquarters at the Pentagon, from which he 
retired a few years early (Retirement #1).

Doing a complete about face, Bill and his wife, 
Fran, joined Wycliffe Bible Translators as full-
time volunteers, fulfilling their long-time commit-
ment to a religiously oriented life.  After 10 years 
of satisfying work, they retired (#2).

Although not officially “ordained,” Bill was 
persuaded to become Assistant Pastor of Largo 
Community Church, which Fran and he earlier 
helped found.  He served there for 15 years be-
fore retiring again ( #3).  That was celebrated 
with an Alaskan cruise.

November is “do it or forget it” month for gar-
deners.  Frost has already killed the tender foli-
age of some annuals and perennials.  It is time to 
dig up those tender bulbs and tubers like dahlias 
and callas.  Go ahead and plant the hardy bulbs 
like daffodils and crocus before the ground freez-
es.  (December is often not too late for planting 
those hardy bulbs.)

There are two noteworthy plants still blooming 
in November.  Gaillardia blooms tolerate frosts 
and look good these days; this perennial was of-
fered in the plant sale last spring.  The other spe-
cial plant is yucca.  For some unknown reason 
the big plants on the hillside below the Wood-
shop came into bloom in late October and are 
still in flower.  You will likely never see this phe-
nomenon again.

Fall color is great in November as well as Oc-
tober.  Almost all maples give good color: red, 
sugar, Norway and silver are all showy species.  
A variety of red maple named “Autumn Blaze” 
is particularly bright and holds foliage for a long 
time.

Here’s my bug assessment for this season, 
observed mainly at the hilltop gardens here at 
Collington:  stink bug—bad, but not as bad as 
expected; bean bug—bad, but it came too late 
to do much harm; squash bug—only occasional 
this year; potato bug—early and relentless.

Now is the time for exceptional green vege-
tables: collards, mustard greens, chard, mizuna, 
turnips, cabbage, broccoli and much more.  Visit 
a farmers market and see the wonderful displays 
of fall and winter crops.

Bill Wilson ---RE
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New Rehabilitation Team is Now Here
By Curt Bury

Many Collington residents may still be un-
aware of a new group of medical professionals 
who are on site to help with health and wellness.  
Managed by Rick Bosworth, our Rehabilitation 
Department has seven specialists to help us re-
cover from illness or injury. 

Flagship Rehabilitation Services provides the 
team of specialists.  According to its website, 
Flagship works exclusively with non-profit con-
tinuing care communities and skilled nursing fa-
cilities, “because we believe that nonprofit orga-
nizations are best suited to our core values and 
commitment to quality care.”

The Rehabilitation Department is located just 
across the hall from the Fitness Center, on the 
third floor of the Creighton Center, conveniently 
near the swimming pool.  The group offers physi-
cal therapy, occupational therapy and speech 
therapy.  Their goal is to “help each resident 
achieve his or her maximum functional indepen-
dence and quality of life.”  They will be working 
with Tony Harris, our new fitness and wellness 
manager, and his team who have responsibility 
for both the Fitness Center and the swimming 
pool.

The objective of both teams is to help resi-
dents continue to live independently or, if living 
in the Creighton Center, to help provide a better 
and safer lifestyle.  The teams provide “one-stop 
shopping” right here at Collington—a true well-
ness program.

Therapists use exercise, manipulation and 
equipment to improve balance, strength and 
general mobility.  Teaching safe use of equip-
ment both in the Therapy Room and the Fitness 
Center, Rick’s team can provide a medically safe 
transition to wellness.  They will also recommend 
a specific home exercise program to augment 

the program in their center.  
Ultimately, they can achieve for a patient a 

complete transition to the Fitness Center, with 
only limited professional guidance then needed.  
Additional therapy using our swimming pool is 
coming soon.

Occupational therapy includes individually 
designed treatment programs that help improve 
one’s ability to complete daily living activities 
such as dressing, eating and bathing.  Specific 
programs are provided to increase strength, en-
durance, movement and coordination.  The ther-
apy is intended to restore old skills or teach new 
skills to adapted to an individual’s recent limita-
tions or disabilities.

Speech therapy helps individuals with speak-
ing or swallowing problems.  This may involve 
restoring old skills or teaching new ones to help 
them communicate better.

In order to utilize this new wellness program, 
a patient must have a physician’s prescription 
to be provided to the Rehabilitation Department 
and to help qualify for Medicare or insurance 
support.  Further information about the Flagship 
rehabilitation program is available from Rick Bo-
sworth, including a specially designed brochure 
for Collington residents that a resident can give 
to his or her doctor.

The Flagship rehabilitation team:  Daniel Montue, 
Bill King, Brandon Fairchild, Hazel Cortez, Terri 
Powell, Carla Maiolini, Lyna Vanjah and Rick 
Bosworth,manager.  ---photo by Curt Bury
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The Go-Getter with a Smile
By Jean Getlein 

Beulah Harrod had always 
worked in food service, as a ca-
shier, then a cafeteria server, but 
never as a waitress.

Nine years ago she read a want 
ad in The Washington Post.  “I 
had never waited tables before in 
my life, but I wanted to try something new.”   And 
that is how Collington’s Beulah came onto our 
dining room scene.  She—along with Charlotte 
Agee—is now the dining room’s senior member.

“I call her my ‘go-getter,’” says Dining Director 
Eli Ayoub, as he watches Beulah hastening from 
table to table.  “She’s never still.  You see that 
smile?  It never leaves her face.  And she knows 
every resident by name.”

When she was hired her boss suggested she 
learn residents’ names.  “I thought that was a 
good idea, and every day I would try to put a 
name to a face.  It took a while.  I did it one or 
two a day.  Oh, and I read The Collingtonian too, 
to learn about people.”

“You want to eat alone?  That’s your preroga-
tive,” she reassures a latecomer for lunch.  She 
tells another, “I already know what you’re going 
to order—chocolate cake and ice cream.”   And 
of course she’s right.

Beulah was born into a large family in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.  She and her husband Curtis 
have two grown sons, one a salesman, the other 
a graphic artist.  Several of the latter’s works was 
shown in Collington’s recent staff art show.

“It may not look that way,” Beulah says, “but 
I’m a loner.  I love to walk; it’s one of my favorite 
things to do.  It’s soothing and it gives one pa-
tience.”  Motorists and resident walkers often ob-
serve her as, between shifts, she walks around 
Collington’s perimeter.

Two years ago the walking ceased temporar-
ily after she fell over some boxes during a move 
and seriously broke her ankle.  Beulah’s many 
fans cheered on her return to the Dining Room 
after four months.  “I was so happy to get back 
to work,” she remembers.  And you can tell by 
the way she greets you that that’s how she really 
feels.

Who Am I?
 By Marian Schubauer

Take a look at these early photos of current 
residents and see if you can guess who they 
are, using the clues we’ve presented.  When you 
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.  
Have fun!

No. 1 This fetching three-year-
old was born in Berlin, Germany.  
She taught her native language at 
Georgetown University, George 
Mason and Northern Virginia Com-
munity College.  Her son was a 
speaker at Collington.

No. 2  This young man was a 
soldier in the army of occupation 
in Tokyo, Japan, in 1946.  He is a 
journalist and artist whose paintings 
have delighted us.  As a journalist, 
he covered the “Fur Auction” in Len-
ingrad, Russia.

No. 3  This seventeen-year-old 
is flying high with no limits.  She is 
a dancer, choreographer, journal-
ist, editor, published author, teacher 
and master gardener.  How lucky 
Collington is to benefit from her 
many skills.

Beulah Harrod 
    ---RE
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evicted.
   The threat of losing one’s home put enormous 
pressure on the parents to get work—any kind of 
work.  Some fathers worked part time in gas sta-
tions, some tried selling products door-to-door.  
Sometimes their wives did housework for more 
fortunate families or took in washing.
    Spending-money was very scarce.  Some-
times, as a treat, my mother allowed me to pick 
out a piece of candy at the grocery store.  My 
favorite was a jaw-breaker, which cost two cents.  
More often, I had to settle for a one-cent licorice.  
I remember one Christmas, when I got the rock-
ing horse I wanted, I saw a boy I knew  running 
down the street shouting with excitement over 
his only gift, a pair of woolen mittens.

Jeanne Gart
     I remember saying to my father, “Do we have 
$100?”  “Yes,” he answered.  “$200?”  He nod-
ded.  When I reached the grand sum of $400 I 
stopped, apparently reassured that everything 
would be OK.

Penny Vickery
     I remember men coming to the back door ask-
ing for work or food.  My father always tried to 
find a job for them around the house or yard and 
then my mother would give them a meal.

James Giese
   In 1935 my dad lost his job in Mexico City and 
we moved to Minneapolis.  We had a harrowing 
trip on the Pan American Highway, then still un-
der construction.  My dad drove a large Hudson 
sedan—he and mother in front, my brother and I 
on folding jump seats and the family trunk on the 
rear seat.  Dad eventually found work and I never 
felt deprived during those hard times.

If you have a short, interesting remembrance, 
tell Jeanne Gart at ext. 7217.  Jeanne will type 
it for The Collingtonian.

I Remember—the Great Depression

Hilda Jay
   My dad lost his job as an auto mechanic ear-
ly in the Depression.  We were able to sell our 
house and move to a farm—a wise decision, as 
we always had enough to eat.  We also had oc-
casional help from a surprising source.  Our cat 
could catch rabbits but apparently didn’t like to 
deal with the butchering. She brought the game 
to my mom, who cut them up and gave the cat 
the innards.  We ate the rest.  We also did well 
because our property was well situated for the 
posting of billboards.  This was a source of 
much-needed cash—$45 a year. One sign paid 
taxes and insurance, the second was reserved 
for unexpected emergencies, and the third, if we 
were so lucky, meant spending-money.

Opal Noone
   My father was a rancher, and I remember a 
government program which bought cattle from 
him for a very low price and then destroyed 
them.  They were killed and buried, although 
there were many hungry people.

Marcia Giger
   My father was a minister and his salary was 
gradually reduced as the Depression went on.  
Toward the end, much of his salary was in kind—
chickens, produce, whatever people had when 
the money ran out.  We lived across the street 
from a park where unemployed men hung out.  
They often came to our door asking for work 
or food.  My mother always tried to give them 
something to eat. 

Stewart Ramsey
   My family was fortunate because my father had 
a job during the Depression.  But I remember 
how some people we knew just disappeared—
sometimes in the middle of the night.  The kid I 
played with one day might not be there to play 
the next. People whispered that the out-of-work 
father couldn’t pay the rent so the family was 
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Congratulations to Collington’s Fitness Man-

ager Tony Harris, 
who married Farah 
L. Lawal of Takoma 
Park, Maryland, on 
October 2 in the 
chapel of the Uni-
versity of Maryland 
at College Park. 

The couple met when Tony became Farah’s 
personal trainer. They will live on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C.

   @
Environmental Services Director Dwindle 

Robinson and his wife, Molly, celebrated her 
birthday in October aboard the Carnival Cruise 
ship Dream, stopping at Nassau and ports in the 
Virgin Islands.  Molly is a native of Trinidad, and 
when they first met, Dwindle says, her accent 
was so pronounced he had trouble understand-
ing her.

   @
The staff, encouraged by Human Resources 

director Judy Kennedy, came to work on Hal-
loween dressed in fantastic costumes. Execu-
tive Director Marvell Adams came as the picture 
on a Wheaties box, while Executive Chef Matt 
Grosse roamed the halls in a red-stained apron 
and a werewolf mask.  Sarah Spiece, our musi-
cal therapist, won a day off with pay by winning 
the Candy Corn Contest.

   @
Answers to “Who Am I?  No. 1. Irina Pfund, 

No. 2. Stewart Ramsey, No. 3. Faith Jackson. 
Did you get them all?  Better luck next month.

   @

Elizabeth Cook and Margo Starr Kernan are 
back from a two-week trip to Europe that includ-
ed stops in Berlin, Dresden and Leipzig, among 
other points of interest.

   @
Collington resident Diana Denny Kalmus, a 

noted cartoonist, currently has a drawing on dis-
play at the Library of Congress exhibit, Timely 
and Timeless, which features the growth of hu-
mor in the Library’s collections.  A Collington  
group visited the exhibit on November 9.

Each year, Diana produces a quantity of whim-
sical pictures which are displayed and offered for 
sale here.

    @

   
Necklace Mania: Act I - Collington Necklaces 

is the latest exhibit at the Clock Tower.  The Inte-
riors Group is responsible for the display; this one 
was set up by Caryl Marsh and Jeanne Barnett.  
When first announced, offerings of sensational 
neck ware poured in, resulting in a colorful and 
interesting global collection from New Guinea, 
Tahiti, China and Baja California.  A $10 reward 
is being offered to the first person who correctly 
identifies the material of which one display piece 
is made.  Act II will follow, so check your jewelry 
box for a possible exhibit item.  JB

Chatter	Box

Jeanne Barnett’s
 Egyptian’s mummy-
   bead necklace---RE

Anne and Herb Stone 
wowed  a packed Audi-
torium with their rendi-
tion of the play “Love 
Letters: shown here 
with Direcrtor Paul 
Houts (center).”
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 Robert Gundlach’s Work on Display
By Robert Elkin

The exhibit of the late Robert Gundlach’s 
work in the Auditorium corridor is attracting inter-
est and kudos from both art and theater lovers.  
Gundlach’s career designing for stage, television 
and movies covered the years from 1937 to at 
least 1993.  His designs included sets, costumes, 
lighting and the general “look” of a performance.

Following his strong interest in art, he won a 
scholarship to the Cooper Union in New York, 
graduating in 1937.  The oil painting of flowers 
in the exhibit dates to his student days, where it 
won him an award.  With the Great Depression 
marking the times, Robert launched on a free-
lance career designing for the theater.  The three 
sets for Ah Wilderness, for a 1939 Greenwich, 
Connecticut, summer theater, date from that pe-
riod when he worked in several of the summer 
theaters in the Northeast.

When Robert signed up for the army in 1942, 
before the draft, he hoped to work on designing 
and constructing camouflage material.  In its wis-
dom, the powers that be placed him in the Signal 
Corps and sent him to Newfoundland, where he 
headed a group servicing radar installations.  At 
the end of the war, despite his fear of heights, 
he climbed a telephone-pole-like installation to 
demonstrate how to dismantle the radar equip-
ment so that the most salvageable material could 
be left for the then impoverished local population.

Back in New York, his career took a leap when 
he was awarded contracts in early CBS televi-
sion, where he designed sets and costumes.  Ex-
amples in the exhibit are three sets for Naked 
City and a set for I Remember Mama.  The Alcoa 
series (The Slightly Fallen Angel) is also from the 
CBS contract.  The two sets for Chocolate Sol-
dier were designed for NBC TV.

Robert’s first movie in 1968, directed by Paul 
Newman and starring Joanne Woodward, was 
”Rachel, Rachel.”  He carried over his experi-
ence in set design to become art director for the 

movie, as he did for 27 other movies in the follow-
ing 35 years.  His movies ranged widely in King 
Kong to Love Story to Bang the Drum Slowly.

Robert grew up in Brooklyn with a family in-
terested in contemporary events and liberal in 
approach.  His father was an architect and his 
mother a Hunter College graduate; they wanted 
him to become an engineer, certainly not an art-
ist.  Early on, he continually could be found draw-
ing.  Many of these drawings were of horses he 
and his brother rode at the New Jersey estate of 
his Aunt Anna.

According to Pat Manley, his niece, Robert al-
ways carried a pad of paper in his pocket.  She 
remembers him as drawing as he talked, to bet-
ter express himself.  Pat recalls that the paint-
ings in his house were carefully arranged, as on 
a set, to make an effect.  She also remembers 
their home full of reference resources depicting 
historical eras, social and political environments, 
and the impact of ethnic backgrounds on cos-
tumes and settings.

Maggie and Robert met at a cocktail party in 
1953, just after she returned from India where 
she had served as press officer for the U.S. Em-
bassy.  Earlier, she had served in MacArthur’s 
press corps in Japan following the U.S. victory.  
Shortly after they met, they married and had a 
son.  Unfortunately, David was born brain-dam-
aged and after many years of care at home, he 
had to be placed in a care facility.

Robert died in 2006 at Collington.  Maggie 
now lives in Collington.

Left:  Costume designed by Robert Gundlach.
Right:  Pat Manley and Maggie Gundlach

    ---RE



Halloween	at	Collington
By	Miller	“Pete”	Peterson

Clockwise from top right:  Maja 
Keech with kids, Betty Joltin, The 
Haunted House Ghost AKA Lee 
McKnight, Fortune Teller Margot 
Starr Kernan, Judith Shaw paint-
ing a kid, Marion Haaser of the 
Tattoo Parlor (left), Chris Cobb 
who arranged The Haunted House 
(right), and Carol Kempske, Chief 
Witch, lining up kids for the pa-
rade.


