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Executive Director Marvell 
Adams recently attended a 
LeadingAge annual meet-
ing and conference in Den-
ver, Colorado, October 21 to 
24, and brought back photo-
graphs of poster signs fea-
turing Collingtonians placed 
about the convention hall.  
LeadingAge is an association 
of 6,000 not-for-profit organi-
zations dedicated to making 
America a better place to grow old.

A richly-illustrated program was prepared for 
the conference in which there were numerous 
photos of Collington residents, many also used 
in conference displays.  Besides those photos 
Marvell took of displays featuring Collingtonians 
shown here, the program included photos of 
Becky Elefante, Emmy Wallen, Frank Thomp-
son, Wellness Center Practical Nurse Ada Ka-

mara, Horvena Alexander, 
Dora Halton, Walter Spieth, 
Guy Trueman, Lyn Bernstein. 
and Grace Langley.

Why were nearly all pho-
tos of seniors displayed in the 
program and in conference 
displays Collingtonians?  Mar-
vell said that the LeadingAge 
headquarters are in Washing-
ton and, therefore, Collington, 
a Kendal affiliate, was close by.  

Marvell found the conference, which featured  
Nobel Prize winner Bishop Desmond Tutu as a 
speaker, to be both educational and rewarding.

Center photo: David Slack, an associate of Lydia 
Pugh, former Collington interim executive director, 
stands before a poster of his aunt and uncle, Chuck 
and Martha Smith.  Below are other displays featuring 
Collingtonians: (l to r) Anna Shea, Curtis Langford and 
Joan Hult , Elsie Seetoo, Chuck Dell and Fitness Direc-
tor Tony Harris and Pat King with Lucy.

LeadingAge Colorado Conference Features Photos of Residents
by Jim Giese and Frances Kolarek

Photo by: Curt Bury
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Thank You Marian and Jeanne
The Collingtonian salutes two staff members 

who are stepping down from writing features.
Marian Schubauer has produced “Who Am I?” 

for two years.  She’s done a terrific job, first, by 
taking a general idea and giving it form and in-
terest.  Then, she approached residents to gain 
their participation by providing an early photo-
graph and background information.  Marian con-
ducted research to develop the clues and wrote 
it all up, never missing a deadline. 

Jeanne Gart liked the general idea of “Just 
Looking About” and proceeded to create the for-
mat of the feature two years ago.  Each month, 
she contacted residents who had something in 
their homes that was especially interesting and/
or beautiful.  These objects included an antique 
cross, stitching, sculptures, African objects, a 
bird feeder and a custom license plate.  After 
alerting the photographer, Jeanne interviewed 
the resident to learn the story behind the object 
and wrote it up.

Jeanne also put together a second regular 
feature, “I Remember,” consisting of short remi-
nisces of Collingtonians.  The Collingtonian will 
still publish interesting resident recollections.  
Tell yours to a staff member or write it out and 
put it in the Collingtonian mail slot.

While both have suspended doing features, 
they plan to make future contributions to the 
newsletter as time permits.

Thank you Marian and Jeanne for jobs well 
done and for your enthusiasm and support of the 
Collingtonian.—RE/JG

Remembering Former Editor Ed Behr
Although Marcia and Ed Behr didn’t qualify as 

“pioneers,” they were not far behind, arriving in 
1989.  Ed’s long years writing for the Wall Street 
Journal led him to the Collingtonian where he 
contributed pieces about some of the spectacular 
older trees on campus.  He also enjoyed visiting 
nearby historical houses and telling their stories. 

When his turn came to take on the editorship, 
he was reluctant.  While The Collingtonian takes 
off during July and August, Ed pointed out that he 
and Marcia had always spent August in Vermont 
with his son and that meant no September issue 
would appear.  So be it!  For two or three years 
the September issue is missing from the files—
something to mystify future historians.

Ed and Marcia left us two years ago to live 
with their Vermont family.  We have learned of 
Ed’s death at 92.  Our condolences go to Marcia 
and Ed’s family.—FK

Corrections
In the last issue, we misspelled Lindsay Swin-

son’s name on page 6.  Our apologies to newly-
weds Matt and Lindsay Grosse for the error.

 Also, the list of names for the photo of the 
knitting group on the same page was from right 
to left and not the other way. 

The Collingtonian
Financed by Residents,

Written by Residents for Residents

10450 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, MD 
20721

Phone: 301-925-7359

Published monthly (except July and August)
by the Collington Residents Association, Inc.

Staff:  James K. Giese,  Editor;  Robert Elkin, 
Photography Editor;  Ernie Blake, Composi-
tion; Barbara Allen, Margaret Bagley, Jeanne 
Barnett, Curt Bury, Jeanne Gart, Jean F. 
Getlein, Jeremy Gorman, Frances Kolarek,  
Lee McKnight,  Don Peretz,  Miller Peterson, 
Bill Preston and Marian Schubauer

Internet:  Read this issue and selected past
issues at keepingupwithcollington.org
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Veterans Tell Their Story for Project
by Frances Kolarek

If you are a military veteran the College Park 
Aviation Museum Veterans History Project would 
like to hear your story.  Chelsea Dorman and 
Michael Robb, both on the staff of the Museum, 
have recorded the histories of Collington vet-
erans.  One of the pair conducts the interview, 
while the other records a DVD of the session, 
which is sent to the subject.  The interviews (17 
so far) are filed at the Library of Congress Ameri-
can Folklife Center.

Michael, a history major at the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, developed an inter-
est in military history when he took a course in 
the subject.  A visit to the museum landed him a 
job there.

Chelsea majored in math and physics at Mi-
ami University, Ohio with an eye toward becom-
ing involved in the aerospace program. She vis-
ited the museum, hoping to make useful contacts 
and found a job there, too.

Recently interviewed, Bill Wilson told how Mi-
chael began by asking questions about his early 
boyhood.  Bill grew up on a farm in Kentucky.  As 

a member of the Air Force ROTC at Kentucky, he 
became Squadron Commander with three sub-
ordinate units and expected to go directly into the 
Air Force upon graduating in 1952.  Instead he 
waited a year.

His dreams of flying were postponed when he 
was rejected for pilot training because of imper-
fect eyesight.  Assigned to navigator school, he 
graduated at the top of his class shortly after his 
wife, Frances, gave birth to their first son.  “It was 
a very eventful time,” he said.

Then followed the details of his military career 
and his active years of retirement.  All the while, 
Chelsea was recording the session.

Peggy Magee, an Air Force veteran and Col-
lington’s Community Relations Director, whose 
office is in our Design Center in cottage 2212, 
suggested holding her interview there.  Peggy 
says other residents are free to use the Design 
Center, if they so choose.

John Geron, who has promoted this program, 
encourages any veteran to participate in the pro-
gram. Just give him a call on extension 7551 and 
he’ll make the arrangements.  

The Collingtonian joins Collington in Saluting Our Many Veterans
November 11 was Veteran’s Day.  Collington honored its veterans with a special luncheon.  Since 

moving to Collington, John Geron has taken an active interest in compiling a list of those Collington 
residents whose service to our country during times of conflict qualify them to be veterans.  If you 
should be on that list but are not, call John (ext. 7551) and tell him.  So far, John has determined that 
75 residents of Collington are recognized veterans.

We
Honor

our
Veterans
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Eloise’s Life of Detours
Collingtonians turned 

out on October 19 to 
hear relative newcomer 
Eloise Branche tell of 
her life of detours that 
resulted in her reward-
ing career as an occu-
pational therapist and 
marriage to her late 
husband, Bill Branche.  Born in Staunton, 
Virginia, Eloise’s detours, some the result of 
discrimination, took her to a Catholic board-
ing school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and to 
Catholic University for a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing and eventually to a career in occu-
pational nursing with the U.S. Public Health 
Service.  New in a Washington neighborhood, 
she was the recipient of a unique pickup line 
when a neighbor man asked her if a bird up 
a tree was an albino sparrow or an escaped 
parakeet.  Subsequent encounters with Bill 
Branche led to their sharing life together.

Masters Talks on Indonesia
Guest speaker Ambassador Edward E. 

Masters, former ambassador to Indonesia, 
talked about this country we know so little 
about on October 24.  Surprisingly, this Asian 
archipelago is the fourth most populous 
country in the world and has the largest Mus-
lim population.

The Dutch colonized the lands, but were not 
good administrators, Masters said, not letting 
the Indonesians do anything.  Occupied by 
Japan in World War II, the Dutch were unable 
to regain control and following four years of 
fighting, the country gained independence 

  Happenings
	 	 	 	 by Jim Giese

under leader President Sukarno.
Sukarno did little to develop the country. 

When Suharto took over in 1967, he unified 
the diverse population by bringing in satellite 
TV and fostering education.  His authoritar-
ian rule lasted 32 years until he was forced to 
resign in 1998.  Vice-president, B. J. Habibie 
took over and began a massive democratiza-
tion movement.  Although he was not popular 
and did not last long, a democratic process 
continues.  Indonesia has just held its third 
national election.

Kendal Features Collington
Collingtonians were pleased to receive the 

summer issue of the Kendal Topics newslet-
ter, which featured a story on the benefits of 
Collington’s affiliation with Kendal.  The ar-
ticle told of new residents Kathleen Gordon 
and Donald Overton, Eleanor Plank, Barbara 
Allen, Joann Harvard and Executive Director 
Marvell Adams experiences in coming here.  
Interspersed with the front page article were 
attractive photos of the Collington campus.

Will the Earth Dry Up?
The Speakers Committee guest for Octo-

ber 17 was Professor Stephen D. Prince of 
the Geographical Science Department at the 
University of Maryland.  He talked about his 
study of the expansion of African deserts.  
Using satellite earth photos, he showed how 
scientists are able to monitor changes to the 
earth’s surface.  Initially, based on these stud-
ies, it was concluded that the African desert 
was expanding southward at about 6 kilome-
ters a year.

However, Prince’s further studies of cycli-
cal drought and rainy periods enabled him to 
conclude that the desert is not moving south-
ward.  Instead, there have occurred areas of 
degradation from extensive droughts that are 
not expected to be fully restored, but have 
not become desert areas.  Global warming, 
he said, will not necessarily produce arid con-
ditions.  For much of our country, greater rainfall 
could occur.

Eloise Branche--RE
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Chudnovsky Sizzles in Performance
For the October 21 

Sunday afternoon con-
cert impresario Carol 
Kempske presented an 
outstanding violinist, Emil 
Chudnovsky, who was 
accompanied on piano by 
the equally talented Mi-
chael Sheppard.  Chud-
novsky played works by 
Eugène Ysaÿe, Claude 
Debussy and Maurice Ravel, all enabling him 
to display his virtuosity.  He was to play some 
of the same works at a later Carnegie Hall 
performance.  Chudnovsky is the son of a 
conductor of the Leningrad Opera orchestra.

Charrette Puts Forth New Ideas
Residents, board members and staff spent 

much of Tuesday, October 16 and Wednes-
day morning participating with the architec-
tural staff of RLPS Architects in a charrette, a 
sort of architectural brainstorming session.  In 
August, the architects had met with many of 
the same people and posed a series of ques-
tions about how each individually perceived 
Collington and what could make it better.

At the charrette, the results were given, 
along with ideas and observations of the ar-
chitects,   and what might be done to make 
what already is a great living space even bet-
ter.  The ideas ranged from simple changes 
such as using added trees and shrubs to 
screen some of the less attractive views on 
campus to relocating various operations to 
better utilize existing space to creating an-
other dining venue on the third floor over-
looking the lake.

The charrette’s purpose was to present 
ideas of things that might be done as funds 
become available.  The next step will be to 
determine rough cost estimates and deter-
mine which proposals are the most needed 
and affordable.

    Hurricane Sandy Not a Problem
“We got lucky,” Collington Executive Direc  

tor Marvell Adams said of Hurricane Sandy, 
which passed through Collington and the 
Northeast on October 28 to 30.  “She was not 
as bad as predicted.”  Damage was limited to 
a few small roof leaks.

Nevertheless, the Collington staff prepared 
for the worst.  A week’s worth of food supplies 
were secured. Arrangements were made for 
about a dozen staff members to be on hand 
overnight.  Some patrolled to make sure ev-
erything was secure and residents were safe.  
Dining staff members were on hand to assure 
that there would be breakfast service.  Every 
leadership member had a telephone tree to 
communicate with residents and family mem-
bers as needed.

Following the storm, the leadership team 
got together for a debriefing to determine 
what changes in procedure could make 
Collingrton even better prepared for the next 
storm event.

AN APPRECIATION
We so readily take for granted that our 

care givers, security staff, dining room and 
chefs will be at work to serve our needs day 
in and day out, in fair weather or hurricane.  
So, when our staff demonstrates such reli-
ability, we need to remember that some of 
them spent the night here away from home 
and loved ones to make sure we residents 
would be protected, receive needed medical 
attention and not lack for meals during the 
threat of Hurricane Sandy.  Others battled 
ugly weather to get to work.

On behalf of all the residents who enjoyed 
safety and three meals—those in Health Ser-
vices notably—the Collingtonian extends our 
thanks for your efforts.  Thank you, all of you. 
We appreciate your extra effort to care for 
us, both physically and emotionally, all the 
time—but especially at times of crisis.—Staff

  Emil Chudnovsky
  —JG
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Malaya/Malaysia.  Joe sings with the Annapolis 
Chorale.
   Pat began college at Vassar but earned her 
BS at the University of Washington in 1958.  She 
worked in public relations in Seattle until 1966 
and then taught at Holy Trinity College in the Dis-
trict of Columbia until 1978.  She earned a JD 
in 1981 from Georgetown University law school.  
She was a prosecutor with the D.C. Corporation 
Counsel, clerked for a trial judge and, from 1981 
to 1998, was a litigator in the Fair Trade Commis-
sion Marketing Practices Division.  In retirement 
she became a costumed Annapolis tour guide 
until moving here.
   The Howards have three married daughters 
and eight grandchildren and several great-grand-
children, all living in this area.

Crane and 
Jane Miller

Cottage 1207, 
ext. 7239.  Mar-
ried in 1957 upon 
college gradu-
ation, the Mill-
ers have been 

married for fifty-five years.  He graduated from 
Williams College in Williamstown and she from 
Smith College in Northampton, both in Massa-
chusetts.  They have five children and six grand-
children scattered about the country with son Al-
den and family in nearby Glenwood.

The couple first lived in Charlottesville, while 
Crane obtained a law degree from the University 
of Virginia.  They then moved to the Washington 
area where he first worked in the Office of Gen-
eral Council for the Bureau of Naval Weapons.  
After performing legal duties for the Smithsonian 
and Senate Commerce Committee and in pri-
vate practice, he retired in 2006 from the Office 
of General Counsel for the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration.

With her children grown, Jane obtained a MA 
and a PhD in mathematics and mathematical 
education from the University of Maryland and 
taught in high school and college.

In retirement, the Millers have become avid 
bird watchers.

Evelyn Kellman
Cottage 4216, ext. 7379.  
Born in Brooklyn, New York, 
Evelyn has lived in San Di-
ego, California, and Hen-
gelo, The Netherlands, due 
to her late husband Paul’s 
employment as an engineer 
with Sperry Gyro.  The Kell-

mans had three sons, two now living in California 
and the other in nearby Annapolis, and now Ev-
elyn has two grandchildren.
   With a doctorate in counseling psychology 
from State University of New York, Evelyn had 
her own career in this field, counseling women 
and children.  But her avocation is writing poetry.   
Her first book published is “Psyche’s Task” and 
another is in the works.

Joseph and Patricia Howard
                    Cottage 2017, 

ext. 7265.  Joe 
and Pat Howard 
moved to Col-
lington from An-
napolis, but Joe 
was born in Olus-
tee, Oklahoma, 

and Pat in Seattle, Washington.  Joe graduated 
from the University of Oklahoma in 1952 with a 
major in music education, but switched to library 
science, getting a master’s degree from Oklaho-
ma in 1957.  From then on he worked in library 
science, first at the University of Colorado, then 
Washington University of St. Louis, the Library of 
Congress and the National Agricultural Research 
Library.  He also did a stint in the Peace Corps in 

      

We Welcome Our       
New Neighbors 

     By Barbara Allen
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Catherine (Cate) Ritchie
Cottage 2008, ext. 7257.  

Cate and her husband, David, 
were raised in the Philadel-
phia area and lived in beautiful 
areas beginning with Cherry 
Point Marine Corps Air Station 
in North Carolina and then, 
during David’s career with the 

National Park Service, at Mt. Rainier National 
Park, Grand Coulee National Recreation Area, 
Concord, Massachusetts, Washington, D.C. and 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

With a BA from Goucher College in Baltimore 
and later a masters degree in psychology from 
Hood College in Frederick, Cate kept busy rais-
ing two boys and a girl, teaching, editing and do-
ing volunteer work for mental health clinics, hos-
pitals and libraries.

The Ritchies retired to coastal North Carolina; 
Cate now moving here from Hampstead. Her son 
Rob and family are in nearby Takoma Park.

Marie Rasmussen
Cottage 3106, ext. 7321.  

Originally from Lawrence Mas-
sachusetts, Marie is a Viet Nam 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force.  
Working in personnel, she 
was stationed at a Strategic 
Air Command base in Platts-
burgh, New York, and later in 

Air Training Command in Wichita Falls, Texas.  
She obtained a BBS and then an MBA in 1981 
from Central State University in Edmond, Okla-
homa and was an adjunct professor in business 
management in Oklahoma City Community Col-
lege.  She has also lived in Mississippi, Virginia. 
Colorado and moved to Collington from Chelten-
ham, Maryland.  Her husband died in 2011; they 
had no children.  She has a brother and nephew 
in New Hampshire and another nephew in Penn-
sylvania.

Alberta Scott
Apartment 207, ext. 7525.  

Alberta and her twin brother 
grew up in Brunswick, Maine, 
speaking French.  At one time 
she lived in Ogdensburg, New 
York, and also in North Ben-
nington, Vermont.  Alberta was 
a homemaker and parent, rais-
ing six children, four boys and 

two girls.  One son is now in California and the 
rest are on the East Coast in Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania and the District of Columbia.  She has two 
grandchildren.  Alberta loves all animals, espe-
cially cats and dogs.

Photo credits: Howards, Ritchie and Scott by Elsie 
Seetoo; Rassmussen and Millers by Miller Peterson; 
and Kaufman photo courtesy Evelyn Kaufman.

 (The Collingtonian will publish in this and future 
issues brief profiles and photos of each new resident 
who provides us with  information.  Contact Barbara 
Allen at apartment 262, ext. 5129 or Jim Giese at 
cottage 3116, ext. 7330.for more information.)

Snow White and Seven Dwarfs??

   

Executive Director “Snow White” Adams took 
seven “dwarfs” consisting of Collington staff mem-
bers and Halloween Chair Kay Laughton through 
the Creighton Center and Collington hallways to give 
residents a  “treat” on Halloween day.  Shown left to 
right in back row: Tony Harris, Sharon Carr, Marvell 
Adams, Kay Laughton, Judy Kennedy, Denina Trot-
man and Kim Lake.  Front row: Tia Ervin and Racquel 
Fiddis. --- photo courtesy Sharon Carr
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Femi, Long Time Taxi Provider
For 23 years, Femi, the taxi driver, has served 

residents of Collington. 
Heading out to the airport 
for a trip?  Femi is happy to 
deliver you to the proper de-
parture gate—and, if need 
be, rustle up a wheelchair.

Coming back from that 
trip?  Femi will meet you at 
the airport.  Bring your cell 
phone so you can alert him 
when you have picked up your bag at the lug-
gage carousel.

Femi takes us to the doctor, waits and brings 
us home, attentive to any discomforts one might 
have.  And those who use his services with any 
frequency develop a respect for his intelligence 
and an affection for his caring nature.

His name is Femi Olgunlade and he hails 
from Nigeria.  His father still lives in Lagos and 
Femi flies home at least once a year to pay his 
respects and visit with other family members. 
But the United States is his home now, and he is 
happy to be a naturalized American citizen.

For payment, he will process your credit card 
or provide a cash receipt—needed for medical 
travel, a deductible expense on income tax re-
turns.   Femi will accept half-fare coupons, but he 
says that redeeming them for cash presents him 
with considerable difficulties—it’s not as simple 
as just turning them in where they are purchased.

Femi has a cellphone, 240-715-5567.  Making 
an advance reservation for travel or an appoint-
ment is recommended.  Also, his business card 
and his phone number is available at the security 
desk.

Some residents prefer to use Franklin’s taxi 
service.  He can be reached at 301-441-7915.  
There are also other taxi services available listed 
in county telephone directories.—FK

Once a Hall, Now a Gallery
The Interiors Group moves in mysterious 

ways, its wonders to perform---if Mr. Cowper will 
allow us to plagiarize.  For example, one week 
the walls of the Chesapeake Wing of the Health 
Center are bare of ornament and a week later, 
pictures appear on the walls—handsomely cho-
sen museum prints of Impressionist masterpiec-
es, nicely framed.  Ah ha!  The Interiors Group 
has been at work.

Anne Stone and Jeanne Gart are behind 
these visual treats that make a world of differ-
ence.  They also choose from art offered for loan 
by resident collectors and, once selected, the 
pictures are hung by Maja Keech and Bob Elkin, 
usually on the Library Gallery walls.

A team led by Jeanne Barnett and Caryl Marsh 
arranges for and mounts the special displays in 
the Clocktower lobby cases.

Back in 2006, Jeanne Gart stumbled on a pic-
ture of Pat Battin, a new resident, shaking hands 
with President Clinton.  It occurred to her oth-
er residents also had been photographed with 
heads of state.  She phoned around and came 
up with a dozen or more photographs.  These 
were copied, reframed and hung on our Wall of 
Fame across from the Ivy Lounge.

The Interiors Group is empowered to turn 
down gifts that Collington’s public spaces cannot 
accommodate—like vast breakfronts and side-
boards.  But smaller pieces often find a home— for 
instance, the secretary and two blue-upholstered 
chairs that decorate the corridor connecting the 
living units with the Clinic and Game Room.  In a 
corner, a huge begonia looms.  Roberta Decker 
lent it and cares for it.

Recently, eight Egyptian pictures painted on 
papyrus were donated.  The result is that the    
Collington community at large benefited, as 
the members of the Interiors Group hung them  
where all of us can enjoy them.—FK

   Femi Olgunlade 
  ---RE
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WHO AM I?
by Marian Schubauer

   When looking at these early photos of current 
residents, see if you can guess who they are, us-
ing the clues we’ve presented.  When you get 
back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.

   1. This misty lady was visit-
ing Niagara Falls, which is the 
reason for rain clothes.  She 
taught kindergarten at River-
side Church in New York City 
for three years, was carpen-
ter-repair person for Head 
Start in Virginia and holds an 
important place on our flower 
committee.

   2. This young man was work-
ing his way through the Uni-
versity of Kentucky when this 
picture was taken.  He later 
had a career in the Air Force 
with a specialty in Navigation 
Sciences.  He was assistant 
pastor of Largo Community 
church and now works in the 
country store.

   3. This shy miss was born in 
Kingfisher, Oklahoma. She 
met her husband in Doane 
College  in Crete, Nebraska. 
Worked at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History in 
New York City. She became 
a volunteer Research Guid-
ance Counselor at the Library 
of Congress.

Schawarma and the Petrified Pickers 
   Going to a movie at the Old Greenbelt The-
atre?  You might want to try out the New Deal 
Café across the plaza, sort of a hole-in-the wall 
looking place, but with good eats, happy hour, 
music, and “Art on the Walls” exhibits by local 
artists.
   For Collingtonians of a certain age, the name 

may resonate with memories of the 1930s and, 
indeed, when a cooperatively owned coffee-
house was opened in 1995 in Greenbelt’s Roos-
evelt Center, it only seemed right to name it ap-
propriately.  Conceived as a gathering place for 
this rather unique community, the café’s success 
led to its expansion with a large dining and music 
area in the back.  It now has a beer and wine 
license as well.
   The café menu is definitely thumbs up for one 
born and raised in the Middle East, as was I.  
There are yummy offerings such a Baba ghan-
nouj, Falafel, kabobs, shawarma, kufta, salmon 
and salads and on and on.  For desert, top off 
with Crème brulee or Caramel crunch cake, 
among other offerings.  And good coffee!
   One can eat either in the small and quiet front 
room—or in the back where a variety of live 
music keeps folks energized and happily enter-
tained in the evening.  (i.e.” The Petrified Pick-
ers—bluegrass and country classics” or “Long-
tooth—blues and soul filled songs” etc. and soft 
piano music during dinner.).  WTOP named the 
New Deal the Best Music Venue in DC.
   Food prices are very comfortable on the pock-
et.  There are tip jars for the musicians.  (113 
Centerway, Greenbelt, Md. www.newdealcafe.
com.)—JB

To Do and See 
Arena Stage:  “My Fair Lady,” the Lerner and 
Loewe musical.  To January 6.
Library of Congress:  “The Civil War in Ameri-
ca,” letters, diaries and artifacts.  To May 23.
Sackler Gallery: “Roads of Arabia: Archeology 
and History of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,” pre-
Islamic discoveries from excavations over the 
past five decades.  To February 24.
Smithsonian American Art Museum: “The Civil 
War and American Art,” 59 paintings and 18 pho-
tographs.  To April 16.
Signature Theatre:  “Dreamgirls,” the musical 
based upon Dianna Ross and the Supremes.  To 
January 6.
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When Rita Schiavone’s Siamese cat Punkin 
died last summer at 20 years, give or take a few 
months, we began to hear about other venerable 
Collington cats. 
   Punkin, whose picture appeared in the March, 
2011 Collingtonian, had originally belonged to 
Rita’s sister-in-law, Marie, a Collington resident. 
who died six years ago.  Punkin spent her last 
years in the company of Rita in cottage 4012. 
   Miss Kitty, Sarah Veerhoff’s domestic short hair, 
is another cat running out of lives. Again, Miss 
Kitty came to live with Sarah when her sister 
could no longer care for her pet.  Sarah reports 
with great certainty that Miss Kitty is 26 years 
old.  Other sources lean toward 22, but with pre-
viously-owned pets who bring no birth certificate 
with them, the figure’s debatable. 
   Abigail, yet another venerable previously-
owned cat, lives with Kay Laughton.  Abigail’s 
Manx mother had been expected to deliver a lit-
ter of tailless kits, the trait distinctive to the breed.  
But Mother had had other ideas and all her kit-
tens had tails.  Her owner was on the brink of 
disposing of the entire ill-bred batch when Kay’s 
sister-in law intervened and rescued Abigail.
   Kay believes “Crabby Abby” is at least twenty 
years old.  In any case, she has outlived the two 
cats and three dogs present when she joined the 
Laughton menagerie.  Today, she roams her do-
main, waving her short, but luxuriant, tail.

l

   If you ever look at the map opposite the Ivy 
Lounge, have you wondered who the resident 
with the pin in Afghanistan is?  That is Grace 
Langley who spent three years there with the AID 
program, training nurses and performing other 
miracles.  She remembers that on her first day 

as she walked toward her office, an Afghan wom-
an shouted out the window, “What are you doing 
walking down the street with your face hanging 
out?”  Welcome to Kabul!

l

   Barbara Hall, who for years taught at the Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary, had among her stu-
dents Bishop Marianne Budde, as well as fellow-
resident Larry Harris.

l

   Jim Filippo, manager of Lasting Impressions, 
was so impressed with Collington when he first 
came here that he suggested to his mother, Kath-
ryn Mabe, that she move in. Kathryn now lives in 
Apt. 209 and you can find her some afternoons 
at a jigsaw puzzle in the Clinic corridor or enjoy-
ing a glass of wine with friends at four o’clock in 
the Ivy Lounge.

l

   Congratulations to Collin-
gton resident Dorothy Dines 
Davenport who was named 
2012 Senior Woman of the 
Year by her church, Mount 
Horeb Baptist Church of 
Washington.  A native Wash-
ingtonian, who was mar-
ried to Walter Davenport for 
65 years, she is a graduate 
of Howard University.  Since joining Mt. Horeb 
in 1980, she has served it as Church Secretary, 
Church Clerk, chair for Women’s Day and as a 
member of the Chancel Choir, Senior Missionary 
Circle and Senior Missionaries Bible Study Group 
and also as a financial donor.  A contingent of Col-
lingtonians joined the nearly 100-year-old at the 
recognition ceremonies on November 4.—JKG

l

Answers to Who Am I?  1. Janice Newman, 2. 
Bill Wilson, 3. Barbara Conklin.  We hope you 
got all three.

			Chatter	Box	
									by	Frances	Kolarck

Dorothy Davenport 
        —EB
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A Tale of Two Souvenirs
by Ruth Galaid

   Just moments after I set foot on Russian soil 
in 1958, I was greeted by a rosy-cheeked teen-
ager who presented me with a Sputnik pin—and 
a winning smile.  Sputnik was the name for a se-
ries of Russian earth orbiting satellites earning 
the distinction of “first in space.”  The name can 
best be translated to English as the mascot or 
traveling companion to earth.
   Still at the dock, I turned around to catch a 
last glimpse of the Baltika, the Russian ship that 
brought me from London to Lenin-
grad (now St. Petersburg).  Then 
my eye spotted a large hole in the 
ground and a man emerging from 
it.  Because his face was black-
ened with soot and grime, I fig-
ured he worked in the boiler room.  
When he cleared the hole, he took 
a deep breath and started running.   
Then a strong gust  blew his large 
cap off, revealing blond locks cas-
cading to the waist.  I was looking 
at a woman!  She ran past, giving me a wave and 
a cautious smile.  I had met my second Russian 
under most unusual circumstances.
   While walking to the station, my thoughts went 
back to Rosie the Riveter, who answered our na-
tion’s call during the second World War.  When 
the war ended, she was no longer needed and 
went back to civilian life.  Many would have pre-
ferred to continue what they were doing; they 
were equal to men in the workplace and proud 
of it.  Russian women were still working side-by-
side with men at hard and difficult jobs.
    Before boarding the train for Moscow, I stopped 
by a cigarette kiosk to try out a Russian brand.  
Among a choice of some 25 colorfully-designed 
packs I spied Laika.  For the rest of my stay I 
was hooked on Laikas—more by the beauti-
ful and thoughtful expression of the dog’s face 
on the package than the tobacco, I suspect.  At 
the kiosk I learned Laika was not just a pretty 
face, but the picture of the first being carried into 

space—a passenger aboard Sputnik 2.  She 
was part Samoyed terrier, which means “barker’ 
when translated from Russian.  Allowed to die in 
space, Laika became a Russian hero.
   I brought home Laika’s image and the Sput-
nik pin in remembrance of an exhilarating expe-
rience−and just in time to celebrate America’s 
journey in space.
   These two souvenirs conjure up a most admira-
ble trait of the Russian personality. At no time did 
I get the impression that anyone I encountered 
ever flaunted the achievement of first in space, 
“we’re number 1,” or the like.  There was no bra-

vado, no grandstanding.
   Nor did the Russian people talk 
about the cruel German occupa-
tion or the millions lost in the war 
or the terrible toll on civilians of 
incessant bombings.  Only once, 
in Kiev, did Ukrainians decry the 
total destruction of a monastery 
by the German army, three days 
before war’s end,  It would be re-
built soon, they said.

   1958 was a groundbreaking year for the So-
viet Union.  Opening to the West, 500 visas were 
granted to American citizens.  I was part of the 
first wave of American tourists that summer.
   It was the best of times for the Russian people 
and their American guests.  Russians were free 
to speak and, as in Kiev, to express religious 
leanings after years of repression.  Americans 
took full advantage of the good will it engen-
dered.  I spent three weeks in several cities, free 
to walk the streets and talk to the Russian peo-
ple.  Crowds engulfed me and members of our 
tour group.
   I am grateful for the privilege and opportunity 
of participating in that historic event.  One hoped 
good times and change would follow.  Not yet.  
But I firmly believe in the strength, determination 
and staying power of the Russian people.

Laika



African	Safari
By	Mary	Beth	McCutcheon

Mary Beth  McCutcheon  spent two weeks last April 
in Africa on a photography Safari in Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, and Zambia. She says, “It exceeded all 
expectations.”


