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Beth Neel
By Robert Elkin

   Beth Neel, newly arrived Health Service Admin-
istrator, says that one of her greatest challenges 
is to improve resident’s perception about health 
services.  She told residents at a recent commu-
nity meeting about some of her plans.  One illus-
tration of her  flexible approach to ongoing medi-
cal routine stands out:  A resident with diabetes 
had, for years, been testing her diabetes in a non-
standard procedure that had been ap-
proved by her doctor.  Beth worked with 
Del Alade, our head nurse, to work out 
an exception for her.  In addition, Beth 
allowed the resident, a patient on the 
rehab unit, to go out to have dinner with 
her husband in the dining room. She 
said that it was key for this resident to 
eat and less important where she ate 
her meal(s) since she  knew the resi-
dent would follow her allowed eating 
patterns.  We can only imagine what it 
meant to the resident.
   Communication with health services staff con-
tinues to be a challenge for Collington as well 
as other area health services.  The people who 
are available for these jobs are from other coun-
tries- Africa, The Philippines, Asia.  Many of them 
speak English as their native tongue but their pro-
nunciation is so different, residents have trouble 
understanding them.  In addition, some cultures 
demand they don’t look people in the eye when 
speaking with them.  Beth and Del are working 
actively with individual staff who are excellent 
practitioners but have trouble being understood 
by residents.  Beth says that this situation will 

only increase as the number of nursing students 
in America continues to plummet.
   She says strongly that the Shenandoah is not 
a prison. While non-residents must remain there, 
Collington residents who are placed there are 
now allowed to go out for activities, as long as it 
does not interfere with their therapy or medica-
tions.  They go to classes or to the creative arts 
room or wherever.  Beth says, we need to know 
where they are and when they’ll return so we can 

keep track of patients with health is-
sues.
   Collington, as well as most other 
health institutions, struggles with the 
issue of pain medications when a pa-
tient first comes to a health unit.  Fed-
eral Public Health Regulations require 
the patient be in residence before 
prescriptions can be filled; this invari-
ably leads to delays and unnecessary 
pain for the patients.  Because this is 
a community-wide problem, Beth is 

working with the discharge staff of hospitals to 
recognize this problem and to work with Colling-
ton to shorten the current delays.
   Beth says that her predecessor, Angie Layfield 
left the health units in reasonably good shape.  
Angie made many changes that most of us are 
aware of.  However, issues remain and will con-
tinue to emerge as each new patient presents 
new challenges for care, or the State and Fed-
eral Regulations come into conflict with common 
sense approaches to taking care of people.
   Beth was raised in New England, mostly in 
Burnham, Maine where her family had an apple 
orchard.  After high school in Pittsfield Maine, 
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Cover Model Bob Elkin

Many Collington residents were surprised and 
pleased to receive in the mail the latest copy of 
LiveWell, the quarterly publication of Doctors 
Community Hospital.  There on the front cover 
in full color was our own Bob Elkin with camera 
in hand, ready to photograph flowers.  Colling-
tonian Editor Bob has produced many splendid 
photographs of flowers, nature and residents for 
this publication, but not of himself.  

An article in LiveWell tells how he has been 
pursuing his photography hobby while suffering 
chronic pain from stenosis of the spine for about 
15 years.  Recently, he has been significantly 
relieved from pain by treatment by Spine Team 
Maryland, according to the article.  Bob says he 
is now 85 percent pain free.

Incidentally, Dr. Sepideh Haghpanah of Spine 
Team Maryland will be the featured speaker at 
the Health Committee January  20. JG akingJ0 
meeting to be held in the chapel at 2:30 p.m. 
Mike Twoomey, the physical therapist, will ac-
company her. JG
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she took her bachelors in food and nutrition at 
the University of Orono.  While working at the 
Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor, she took 
her masters degree in business administration, 
already expressing her interest in administration.  
She then entered into a year’s dietetic internship at 
Marriott where she was assigned to the Maryland 
General Hospital in Baltimore.  She became a di-
etitian in 1992.  As happens so often with talented 
people, she moved quickly into administration.
   She got hooked on working with the elderly dur-
ing her training and moved into long term care 
at Maryland General Hospital and then at Future 
Care Chesapeake for thenext five years..  She be-
came a Licensed Nursing Home Administrator in 
2002.  After a stint elsewhere she returned to Fu-
ture Care as its chief administrator.  She is proud 
of having developed a state-of-the- art rehabilita-
tion unit for the elderly during her tenure there.
   She had taken a sabbatical to sell health care 
insurance when a recruiter she knew called to 
tell her about the administrator opening  at Col-
lington.  When she first came here she was 
amazed at how beautiful the campus was.  More-
over, working at a CCRC was an important part 
of Collington’s attraction to her.  During her every 
day work she works closely with Del Alade, her 
head nurse, resident services director Stephanie 
Dalton to assure opportunities for patient activi-
ties, and with Felicia Sauls to assure coordina-
tion with the clinic.
   Beth is married, lives in Severna Park and has 
three young children (we saw her family at the 
Halloween party with one angel, one pirate, one 
monk who covered his head for photographs and 
a friend).

Deborah McKnight’s Miniatures
The Christmas scene on the cover, behind the 
Collingtonian logo is a miniature created by Deb-
by McKnight.  It was one part of the extensive ex-
hibit Debby displayed in the Clocktower last year. 
(See more on page 6)
Debby may have purchased the tiny toys but 
she made the many presents and ornaments 
from ceramic or painted wood.  Isn’t she great!
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Ginny Mintz and Uzbekistan
By Jeanne Barnett

   Knock on the door of Ginny Mintz’ cottage and 
you soon will enter a treasure house – an atmo-
sphere redolent with the furnishings of an eclec-
tic and voluminous life and collected over many 
decades:  textiles and paintings, jewel-colored 
rugs, large ancestral and contemporary chests 
and sideboards, silverware and deli-
cate china, and perhaps of particu-
lar interest glorious handicrafts of all 
sorts most notably from Uzbekistan.
   The latter are evidence of her recent 
passion for working with and promot-
ing the newly reborn arts and crafts 
of this Central Asian country, only two 
decades ago released from its vassal 
status to Russia and now moving as 
an independent state into a renais-
sance of its once rich and colorful 
past as a vibrant crossroad along the 
“Silk Road” when goods and artistry 
traveled both from the east and west 
to meet in this land of Tamerlane re-
sulting in a magnificence of architec-
ture and art.
   An impromptu decision to join a 
six weeks in-depth comprehensive 
trip to Central Asia in 1996 led to her 
captivation with the area and most 
notably the superb tour leader Raisa 
Gareeva, former chief guide for In-
tourist and continuing expert culture 
and travel agent.  “I was smitten by 
the place and couldn’t wait to return” 
Ginny writes.  She therefore decided 
to keep in touch and through Raisa 
made many subsequent trips and ex-
tended visits to the region with a particular inter-
est in the re-emerging emphasis of indigenous 
crafts, getting to know craftspeople intimately 
and eventually to head UNESCO’s “Seal of Ex-

cellence” project in Bukara, a juried program for 
local artisans focusing on authenticity as well as 
quality and awarding a special seal. To this end, 
Ginny created seminars to teach crafters how to 
use indigenous materials along with some sense 
of standardization.  Ginny remarks that “this 
comes natural” inasmuch as she has spent her 
“whole life doing crafts” herself and has a knack 
for developing ideas of how better to create and 

market them.
   In recent summers Ginny has been 
heavily involved in the Sante Fe In-
ternational Folk Art Market, meeting  
there with her Central Asian artisan 
friends and often bringing some  back 
to her then home in Virginia for a vis-
it.  She of course receives many gifts 
of their handiwork, many of which 
now have a home in her Collington 
cottage and while they are visiting, 
indulges them in their own shopping 
sprees in such sites of the American 

marketplace as Target et al. where 
they can find affordable items not so 
readily available at home.
   Raisa has gone on to develop her 
own B&B, serves a s General Direc-
tor of the Private Travel Agency and 
Small Business Association of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan, and is Local 
Program Director for Aid to Artisan 
Inc., remaining a close friend of Gin-
ny and not infrequent visitor. Initially 
through Raisa and in subsequent 
years, Ginny has become deeply in-
volved with Uzbekistan.  She speaks 

with emphasis and heart about her 
love for that country and the Uzbeks – 
the “most generous and warm people 

I’ve ever met.”

Zarina Kendjaendga  
shows her craft in Bukhara.  

Photo by Ginny Mintz

Girls embroidering crafts in 
workshop of Sayfully  
Majidoz in Nuratta.  

Photo by Ginny Mintz
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Holiday Memories
By James Giese

Do you have any special memories of how you 
celebrated a winter holiday as a child?  We asked 
this question of a number of Collingtonians who 
gave us their recollections.  Most grew up during 
the depression.  Many families were struggling 
then.  Holiday celebrations and gifts were much 
simpler than now.  
Chuck Dell

Home was the south side of Chicago for 
Chuck.  On Christmas, Chuck and his family 
trudged through the snow to Grandma’s house 
nearby.  With five daughters and their families, 
she always put on a feast. Chuck spent the rest 
of holiday time enjoying winter sports, including 
a sled hill on the Jackson Park golf course. The 
best though was going ice-skating with his dad at 
the site of the 1893 World’s Fair, the Columbian 
Exposition.  The long, wide sunken paved mall 
for the fairgrounds was flooded in winter to pro-
vide a skating rink.
Bernina Giese

A recent immigrant from Switzerland, her father 
was president of the Swiss Club in Madison, Wis-
consin.  Each year the club would have a Christ-
mas Party.  When the Christmas tree was taken 
down, her dad would bring it home.  It became 
the family tree. Bernie and her two brothers and 
sister would wait upstairs Christmas morning until 
sleigh bells summoned them.  Like the tree, many 
of the toys they got were second hand, collected 
and refurbished by the local fire department. 
Lee McKnight

Lee had a “formidable” aunt Lucy who cele-
brated Christmas with the family each year.  Af-
ter presents were opened, she would go upstairs 
and don the articles of apparel she received as 
gifts, then return to display them.  One year she 
received a set of napkins. As usual she went up-
stairs after gifts were opened.  This time she re-
turned wearing just her undergarments and the 
napkins, strategically placed.
Maria Colvin

Maria grew up in a beautiful Christmas setting, 

Salzburg, Austria.  On Christmas Eve Kris Krin-
gle brought the children presents.  The family al-
ways had a Christmas tree lit with real candles.  
Maria’s father kept a bucket of water next to the 
tree, just in case.  On December 6, St. Nicholas 
would leave more presents.
 Orlando Potter

Saranac Lake, New York was a picture perfect 
Christmas setting with snow covering everything.  
Lan was a member of his church’s boys choir.  
They would go caroling each year, riding on a 
horse drawn sleigh.  Because Saranac Lake was 
a “curing town” for tuberculosis patients, there 
would be many out on porches taking in the crisp 
winter air and listening to the caroling.  At one 
facility for actors, the elegantly dressed residents 
invited the boys inside.  Most were Jewish but 
they happily joined in singing carols.
Mildred Ridgeley Gray 

Mildred, the youngest of 13 children, grew up 
on a small farm off Central Avenue just a few 
miles from Collington.  The family raised animals 
for meat and produce, which they took by horse 
and wagon to sell at a market near the Smithso-
nian.  Some was set aside and stored in a cel-
lar for Christmas and other family needs.  The 
family began planning for Christmas in Septem-
ber.  They made gifts not only for members of the 
family but for neighbors and those nearby who 
were in greater need.  The family also prepared 
handmade ornaments to decorate the tree.  The 
day before Christmas became exciting and busy 
as the extended family gathered, but Mildred 
says there was still time for attending church. On 
Christmas, not only the house was full of fam-
ily and guests, but also the barn was full.  While 
the adults ate in the dining room, the children ate 
in the kitchen.  After dinner, the children would 
gather to hear uncle Bud tell stories about the 
Spanish-American War.  He and his wife would 
bring large tins of hard candies and chocolates 
for everyone to enjoy.  In the evening, the family 
climbed a hill on the farm to overlook the city of 
Washington and its dazzling display of lights.

Our memories of holidays past are so differ-
ent and wonderful.  There were other stories we 
didn’t have space for.
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Pickleball at Collington?
By Peter Pfund

Pickle Ball?  Pickel Ball?  No – it’s Pickleball 
– one word – according to the Tournament Rule-
book of the USA Pickleball Association.  Appar-
ently, the name Pickleball is derived 
from the name of the inventor’s dog 
that chased the balls.  Thanks to Lynn 
Bernstein’s initiative, Lee Richardson, 
the local “Pickleball Guy” and instructor 
in the P.G. County Community College 
Fitness Program, came to Collington 
on October 28 and several subsequent 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, to demon-
strate enthusiastically how Pickleball is 
played.  He also explained the rules 
that govern one of the fastest-grow-
ing sports in the US.  On the first day 
about 15 Collingtonians showed up for 
the demonstration.

Pickleball is similar to ping-pong, 
played on a court about half the size 
of a tennis court, with a whiffle ball 
about the size of an orange and with 
paddles slightly larger than those used 
in ping-pong.  Like tennis, two oppo-
nents or teams of two can play, both outdoors 
and indoors.  The game is slower than tennis, the 
ball has little bounce and the paddles have short 
handles, but players can quickly improve their 
game with practice.  Richardson said that many 
tennis players also play Pickleball, perhaps in 
anticipation of a time when they can no longer 
play tennis.

Lee Richardson reminds us that, like tennis, 
playing involves some potential for injury, es-
pecially when players back up or lunge forward 
to return the ball across the net.  He suggests 
that Collingtonians playing remain aware that 

conceding a point makes much more 
sense than incurring an injury.

   [On November 9, Lee was as-
sisted by experienced Pickleball player 
Woody Howard and Woody’s brother 
Arnold – a novice who showed great 
interest and improvement in his game 
in less than one hour.]

   Anyone interested in the rules – 
both the official version and a shorter 

one – should contact Lynn Bernstein.  
More information can be found via 
pickleball.com.  Lee Richardson will 
provide further demonstrations at  
Collington next spring when the sea-
son for outdoors Pickleball – ex-
tending from spring to late Fall – will  
resume.  It remains to be seen wheth-
er this relatively new sport will appeal 

to Collingtonians.

Happy
Holidays

Lee Richardson 
Demonstrating

Warren Pearse  
trying it out



6 The Collingtonian December 2010

of Resident Services will drop in with her guitar 
for some more music.

Provisions for decorating Christmas cookies 
will be provided by  Eli and his Kitchen Elves.  If 
nostalgia grips you, stop by the  cookie decorat-
ing table, with Mary Ellen Hines presiding, and  
reassure yourself that you haven’t lost the knack.

RoAnne Hartfield plans to set up a Gift Shoppe 
to appeal to last minute shoppers.  Better bring 
some cash.

And refreshments will be plentiful here too, 
looking to appease your sweet tooth.  Chris Cobb 
will circulate and keep things  

moving. 
Other plans are in the making. Our staff is be-

ing enthusiastically participatory -- nobody  wants 
to be left out.  Judy Kennedy tells us she plans 
a gingerbread  house contest for  staff members 
and entries will be on display at  the party.

Anybody else who wants to get into the act is 
invited.  Just let Frances Kolarek on 7519 know 
what you have in mind and she’ll make the nec-
essary arrangements.

       And everybody come.  FK

Photo is of Deborah McKnight’s miniature 
Christmas scene. The tree is less than six 
inches, the gifts created by Debby are tiny.

Christmas Party Set for Dec. 17
What’s a party?  Lots of people getting togeth-

er to eat and  drink and be entertained and may-
be even participate?  If that’s your  definition, the 
Christmas Party this year should be a success.  
It’s scheduled for Friday, December 17 starting 
at 2:30 p.m.

Plenty of snacks and drinks will accompany 
a musical program in the Auditorium.  Tom Con-
nolly will reprise his Elvis act of last year, still 
vivid in our memories. The Collington Singers 
will do their thing, with other presentations on the 
schedule.

At the conclusion of the live entertainment, the 
Radio City  Musical Hall annual Christmas show 
on DVD will go up on the Big  Screen.  Margot 
Starr Kernan will serve as Mistress of Ceremo-
nies in the Auditorium.

Meanwhile, Santa’s workshop will operate 

in full swing in the Game Room-Chapel space 
where you’ll find much going on.  Santa will greet 
all with a hearty bass-baritone Ho Ho Ho.  Enter-
tainment at the workshop will include Tom Con-
nelly who will bring us a sample of his act when 
his Auditorium appearance is over. Sarah Spiece 
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New Year’s Eve Gala
Ladies, get out your sequins, your tiaras, and 

flashy rings! This year, it’s THE GLITTERING 
GALA, with a disc jockey from the Big Apple—
“NY DJ Ray”—to play dance and listening music 
from our era.  Snacks and hot hors d’oeuvres 
will be served, say hosts Peg and Bill Cosgrove.  
And, as ever, champagne will be poured at 10 
p.m. to cerlebrate the New Year.

Reservations are a must, so gather some 
friends and make a table for eight. Come as 
a couple or by yourself to join others at a long 
table for eight, and call Pat King at 7333 to 
reserve.  Call her after December 10, please.  
There will be a cash bar and setups at the bar 
and glasses on the tables for guests bringing 
their own.

Christmas Morning Cheer
If you will be spending the holidays at Collin-

gton this year, be sure to stop in the Ivey Room 
for a cheery breakfast before an open fire with 
other stay-at-homes, from 8:00 to 10:00 Christ-
mas morning.  You’ll find music, carols, and 
good company, Pat King promises  Along with 
coffee, Danish pastry and lots of other goodies 
will be available from Eli’s kitchen.

The tiny table is set with tinier items made 
by Debby McKnught

   Walking down Shaw Lane,  otherwise 
known as  Corridor E of the Apartment’s first 
floor, leading to the lake.  Each year, in mid-
December, Judith Shaw puts up her snowman 
posters she personalizes for each resident.  
Above, Joan Clark’s snowman celebrates her 
world travel and her love of golf.

     Judith says she has to create two new post-
ers this year to welcome two new residents.  
Below we see Judith’s own snowman poster, 
showing her recorder and many birds.
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Creativity of our Diplomatic Wives
By Ginny Mintz

According to Joan Clark, former Ambassador 
to Malta, for diplomatic wives moving overseas 
was like staging D-Day. And, once they were 
there they were not allowed to work. However, 
with creativity they accomplished a lot.

In Delhi, for example, Helen Gordon orga-
nized and ran an embassy commissary, thereby 
eliminating the need to order from abroad. And 
she founded the still-extant Playhouse School 
her daughter attended, as well as a monthly 
newspaper for the American Wives’ Club. When 
Herbert was posted to Calcutta she threw herself 
into helping Mother Theresa with projects such 
as organizing and raising funds for camps for ref-
ugees from war-torn East Bengal (now Bangla-
desh). Back in the States, she produced several 
handbooks for the State Department covering 
everything from how-to’s for living and entertain-
ing to designing an ingenious all-in-one library-
toy storage-easel desk for kids’ rooms. 

Virginia Yager, on the other hand, had been a 
self-taught ceramicist when she and Joe landed 
in Taiwan. Her work so impressed the individual 
that the US Government sent to help revive the 
Taiwanese ceramics industry, denuded by the 
Japanese, he drafted her to help. Rather than im-
porting an inferior clay from Japan, she found an 
appropriate variety locally, she set up a manufac-
turing organization and established a ceramics 
school with a designer for decorative tiles and an 
engineer for fixtures, and finally, she convinced 
the 30 factories to profitably work together. 

Arriving in Czechoslovakia, Frances Kolarek 
continued with Time Magazine as stringer and 
covered Leonard Bernstein conducting the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra. But, after her husband 
was promoted to Press Attaché, her work was 
considered a conflict of interest so she helped 
organize an English language school for children 

of diplomats. In Belgrade, she entertained the 
likes of the Dizzy Gillespie Band, the Porgy and 
Bess troupe and Leopold Stokowski – and others 
who fled the Cyrillic signs for the American good-
ies and coffee in her large apartment.  But the 
high point came when she and the Bonn Time 
Magazine correspondent’s wife staged a large 
and popular show of contemporary art works 
from area galleries. The effort resulted in great 
press and a happy Ambassador. 

With two small children, Mary Witt had little dis-
cretionary time for activities in war-torn Denmark.  
Later, in Helsinki in addition to observing the dip-
lomatic niceties of calling on all higher-ranking 
wives with formal calling cards, she held weekly 
conversation groups at home to help Finns learn 
English.  Fortunately, by the time she arrived in 
South Africa with four kids in school, she was an 
expert at moving.  Every six months she had to 
pack for their semi-annual move between Preto-
ria and Cape Town. Still, she found time regularly 
to make sandwiches for poor blacks in the segre-
gated “Locations”.  

During 30 years in Latin America Luann Vaky 
experienced the best and the worst.  In Costa 
Rica, Luann admits, she was almost defeated by 
the demands of unaccustomed high-level enter-
taining - until she told herself she was merely act-
ing the part of an Ambassador’s wife and could 
forget it at night. Then, one night, Pete came 
home with a contingent of Marines and told her 
not to ask questions. Seems there was a threat 
made against his life – then, a college prank was 
discovered! With the drug problem she learned 
to live with bodyguards.  Luann’s own experi-
ences with smugglers came when several dozen 
hostile American youths were imprisoned “under 
horrible conditions” in Bogota and she became 
their only outside contact. She raised money 
and brought in a gynecologist as well as medi-
cines and needed supplies - an impossibility if 
she were not the Ambassador’s wife. Her reward 
came when one girl was released and the grate-
ful mother came to thank her.



December 2010 The Collingtonian 9

Just Looking About
By Jeanne Gart
   Grace Langley spent years in India and visi-
tors to her apartment enjoy her many beautiful 
artifacts. They are especially likely to ask about 
the statue pictured here. Grace explains that it is 
“The Sleeping Vishnu,” based on the Hindu belief 
that the world only exists in the dreams of Vishnu. 
The figure, which sleeps on a bed of snakes, is 

carved from black stone, and dates from the 16th 
century. Grace explains that this piece was once 
a part of an extensive temple façade carved into 
a stone or mountain. It still bears marks of being 
cut from the stone. Grace acquired The Sleep-
ing Vishnu from the Mathura Museum in United 
Province, and required a government permit to 
take it out of the country.
   After New York University, Grace went to India, 
for the years 1951-1959 and 1968-1971 where 
she studied anthropology as a Fulbright Scholar, 
and also worked for the Indian government. She 
found that the most successful way to obtain in-
formation in her field was to take advantage of 
every invitation or gathering, where she would 
listen carefully to what was said and answer 
questions the villagers put to her. Only then did 
she ask them questions, taking notes and pho-
tographs, if possible. Unfortunately, much of her 
work was seized by customs when she left the 
country, when political attitudes toward Ameri-
cans had shifted temporarily.  

Who Am I?
By Marian Schubauer
Take a look at these early photos of current resi-
dents and see if youi can guess who they are, 
using the clues we’ve presented.  When you 
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.  
Have Fun!

Dec. No.1:    This pretty 
baby became a world trav-
eler, had a relative named 
Fred, and
represented the U.S.

Dec. No. 2:  This high 
school beauty now has  
drawings  in the Library 
of Congress, She makes 
unique images of ani-
mals, and some think that 
her pictures say a thou-
sand witty words.

Dec. No. 3:   This proud 
young father holding his 
baby girl became a mem-
ber of the Royal Canadian 
Air force, a  Professor of 
History and a prolific au-
thor.
   



10 The Collingtonian December 2010

As we prepare for another holiday season, we 
need to resolve a naming problem that’s arisen 
about the reindeer.  The commonly cited names 
of the reindeer are Dasher and Dancer, Prancer 
and Vixen, Comet and Cupid, and Donder and 
Blitzen. They are based on those used in the 
1823 poem A Visit from St. Nicholas, arguably 
the basis of reindeer’s popularity as Christmas 
symbols, where Donder and Blitzen were origi-
nally called Dunder and Blixem respectively.  (Did 
you know that?) But, then Rudolph the red nosed 
reindeer came along and changed the nanes of 
the raindeer for some,  So,  what do you think?  
Should Rudolph be added?  If not, how do we ex-
plain that to our grandchildren and great grand-
children while they are singing his song.

O

Who Am I? Dec. No.1 is Mary Olmstead,  Dec. 
No.2 is Diana Kalmus, and Dec. No.3 is Ainslie 
Embree.  Did you guess them all?  Better luck 
next month.

O

In Cluster 4100, in front of cottage 4112, we 
have been given a small flower miracle.  A small 
hosta, too tiny to attract the deer, has sprout-
ed its “spring” flower. The bloom has lasted for 
weeks, through the early frosts, protected by the 

overhang of the 
walkway.  We’re 
just enjoying 
this gift and in-
vite all to take 
a look on their 
walks.

O

The Drama 
Committee pre-
sented an en-
tertaining evening of two plays to an overflow 
audience.  Despite the illness of each of the di-
rectors, MaryAverett Seeley and Marcia Giger, 
the plays went off without a hitch.  In the first play 
by George Bernard Shaw, we saw Marion Henry 
and Bill McGhee sparking off each other in fine 
fashion.  Paul Houts came on strong as the hus-
band, delighting all of us who hadn’t seen him 
act before (nor had he since high school).  Un-
fortunately, the Shaw play creaked with age, pre-
senting a situation and language that appeared 
stilted and, obviously, from a different age.

However, the second play, The Dear Departed 
by Stanley Houghton, came off as relevant to 
today with its special kind of avarice and family 
quarrels that can arise after a death.  The six-
person cast worked together well with excellent 
performances by Betty Moore Bryson as the 
most avaricious of all and Curt Bury as the flab-
bergasted father/grandfather.  A highlight came 
after the performance when Curt’s two young 
grandsons explained to me that Curt did such a 
good job because they had been training him in 

Chatter	Box
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how to be a grandfather.  

Altogether, an impressive evening; we look 

forward to the Drama Committee’s next event.

Fresh Flowers and Dining Well.

What makes for fine dining?  Certainly, it starts 

with a fresh white tablecloth and fresh flowers.  

While the Dining Room sets the tables with crisp 

white tablecloths, it falls to the volunteers in the 

Dining Committee to provide the fresh flowers in 

small vases on the 54 tables in our Dining Room 

year-a-round. In 2008, Sheila Givan, a member 

of the Dining Committee and Chairperson Peter 

Wilson arranged with the Flower Committee for 

the Dining Room Committee to assume this re-

sponsibility. 

From the first, Sheila Givan chaired the “Din-

ing Room Tables Fresh Flowers Work Group”.  

Miniscule funding for the flowers and the small 

table vases comes from the Residents Associa-

tion and Collington’s Dining Services.   Members 

of the committee include: Sheila Givan; Lynn 

Bernstein; Jean Getlein; Deborah McKnight; 

and Pat Pritz.   Other members 

include Corrine Preston and Vera 

Chessler who are currently on 

leave. 

Each week, Sheila visits the 

Giant to purchase the flowers 

and any additional greens need-

ed.   Bill Preston has been able to 

supply beautiful dahlias, zinnias, 

mums and other flowers throughout the year.   On 

Wednesday of each week, Lynn Bernstein col-

lects the vases, disposes of the old flowers and 

water and takes the empty vases to the kitchen 

where the Dining Services staff washes them in 

the dishwasher.   Early Thursday morning, the 

clean vases are brought to the Flower Room and 

filled with water.  The Dining Committee volun-

teers arrange the flowers and greens, purchased 

or donated, in the vases, bring them to the Dining 

Room and place then on each of the tables. 

The Dining Committee volunteers ask resi-

dents to add water to the vases as needed.   In 

this way, our wonderful fresh flowers can be ad-

mired by all of us- residents, staff and visitors all 

year round!   Sounds as if we’re all asked to help 

keep the fresh flowers fresh.  Let’s do it as we 

thank the Dining Committee volunteers for their 

hard work. Congratulations to the Dining Commit-

tee.  (Thanks to Roanne Hartfield for this story.)

Pat’s Puns



Uzbekistan		Goodies	From	Ginny	
Mintz’		Collection


