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How Noted Soprano Audra McDonald Gave Us Sara and Wi-Fi
Maryland Clarice Smith Center for the Perform
ing Arts for the benefit of the Walker Center.
Audra McDonald, whose performance in George
It was a sell-out. She met and greeted memGershwin’s "Porgy and Bess," has been called
bers of the audience at a post-concert reception.
“a Bess for the ages” by one critic, once gave a
Unfortunately, fund-raising for the learning
benefit concert for Collington.
center project was insufficient and the
We were in the midst of a massive fundproject had to be abandoned. The monraising effort to finance a learning center
ies raised remained in the Foundation's
to honor the late Bishop John Walker. It
care, with Bishop Walker’s widow given
was Walker who had promoted the idea
voice in their use.
of an Episcopal-sponsored retirement
When Collington’s need for Wi-Fi becommunity on the 125 acres in Prince
came a pressing issue, then-Executive
George’s County made available by deDirector Larry Mabry prevailed upon Mrs.
veloper Homer Gudelsky.
Walker to release these funds to partially
An extremely ambitious project, the propay for the installation of the equipment
Audra McDonald
posed “learning center” was to be built
needed to provide Wi-Fi throughout the
over the swimming pool. It would provide
campus and to purchase SARAs for
state-of-the art communications equipment and
residents; personal signaling devices that can be
SAGE class rooms to attract older folk to our
used with the Wi-Fi network to summon aid in an
campus, thus acquainting them with Collington.
emergency. The Wi-Fi also enables our Security
Hardi Jones, a prominent county resident, was
to locate where the SARA and person carrying it
a member of the Collington Foundation board,
are on campus. Residents can also use the Wiunder whose umbrella the Walker fund would
Fi to connect to the internet.
be held and administered. His parents, JamesAnd, on May 21, 2005, the Rt. Rev. John Bryson
etta and Thomas Jones, were residents of our
Chane, then Bishop of Washington, dedicated
Health Center, where Hardi was a frequent visiCollington’s Interfaith Chapel to the memory of
tor.Deeply involved in the fund-raising effort,
Bishop John Thomas Walker, a fitting memorial
Jones prevailed upon singer and actress Audra
to the man who made the dream of Collington a
McDonald, who was his niece, to fit a benefit
reality.
concert into her busy schedule. On October 26,
2002, she sang a concert at the University of
By Frances Kolarek

Behind The Scenes of Our Play
By Margaret Bagley
The recent performance of An Englishman
Abroad by the Collington Players on January 5
required more than fine acting by the players,
with lead roles played by Bill McGhee and Marion Henry. The play called for the use of complex
audio techniques and special lighting, requiring
behind the scenes technical support from a hard
working crew.
One comment not heard during the dramatic
performance was, “We can’t hear you!” While
work on the sound system is still ongoing, progress has been made.
Play Director Paul Houts cited the use of
special period music and the Stalin portrait projected in the background with effectively evoking
a era we all remember. These methods fulfilled
guidelines of the national production.
Acoustics are still an issue Paul said, but the
coordinated effort was on the whole “fun.” He did
mention that crossing lights would have been desirable. Standing spots can’t deliver this feature.
Overhead lights with more filters would also expand options.
Marion Henry found the project “challenging
and rewarding.” While agreeing, Pete Peterson
noted, “People are still learning.” Coordination
and laying the groundwork from the beginning
would help with subsequent offerings, he believes. He suggested that the technical team get
together at the start as soon as the needs and vision of the director are mapped out. Then lights,
extra power and control sources can be located,
assembled and tried out.
Bill McGhee observed that there were “
many more rehearsals than usual.” Given the
requirement to marry the new “technical stuff” to
the play proper, spot on cues were needed. Everybody had to pay attention every minute.
Technician John Lees said that the integration of music at the beginning, during and at the
end of the play was easier said than done, but
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done it was. He also pointed out the fine tuning required to “quickly put one actor in the dark
while the other was brightly lit during an important speech.”
The team was also pleased with the use of
appropriate clothing for the time of the play and
other props, even to using a proper “bumbershoot,” since Guy Burgess, the lead character,
was an English gentleman”. Also effective were
minor players who “came and went without using
scripts.”
Grant Bagley thought the process was “making inventive use of existing facilities.” There
was some difficulty adjusting equipment during
the performance without a mixer board. If given
the proper equipment, good technical support
should be standard.
Janet Jones, Chris Cobb and Curt Bury also
gave of their time and expertise to what proved
to be an innovative evening for Collington theater
that brought to the audience a better feel for the
historical period depicted.
We look forward to more innovations in
future productions by the Collington Players.
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Just Looking About
By Jeanne Gart

I Remember

By Paulette Tino
African Senufo Granary door
---RE

Of the many pieces of traditional African art
one sees in Bob Elkin’s cottage, the largest is a
granary door carved by the Senufo people who
live mainly in southern Mali. Bob acquired it in
the 1970’s from a trader who had just been to
western Africa on a buying trip.
The door is made from a single piece of wood,
carved with distinctive Senufo markings. There
are birds across the bottom, a turtle in the center
and masked dancers at the top. Bob points out
that the decorative handle is only to hold the door
closed against the wind and not to prevent theft
of the grain inside. The door provides protection
with its powerful carvings. Each of the figures
represents something that can transform itself:
the birds from land to air, the turtle from water to
land and the dancers into spiritual creatures.

Editor’s Notes: Because the newcomer
story for Mary Grace Kovar and Earl Pollack in
the January issue included an incorrect photo of
Mary Grace, we are re-running their story in this
issue with the appropriate photos.
The Collingtonian publishing date is now the
middle of the month. Our schedule begins with a
staff meeting on the third Friday of the month at
2:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Copy deadline is
two weeks later, about the first of the next month.
Anyone wishing to help is welcome.
Anyone wishing to submit a story or write up
a coming or past event may do so by calling me
at 7330, dropping copy off in my box, 3116, or
emailing me at jkgxcm@msn.com.—Jim Giese

Although I was just a little girl,
I still remember something of the
atmosphere in France leading up
to World War II. I remember that
the grown-ups always seemed to
be talking about war—either the
past war or the dreaded future
Paulette Tino
war—and it made the children
---JKG
sad. Then there was Hitler. We
heard endlessly about him, and
his book “Mein Kampf.” It is said now that Edouard Daladier, our Prime Minister, after signing
the “peace pact” in Munich, expected to be greeted with scorn when returning home, but was welcomed with cheering crowds who had convinced
themselves that war would be averted.
I remember going for a ride in the country on a
beautiful spring day with my father and a friend.
The breeze was warm, the sun shining and flowers were in bloom. We cut armloads of flowers
and began to sing a song about Czechoslovakia.
My father suddenly lost his smile as he looked at
us sadly, saying, “My children, don’t you understand what is happening over there?” Everything
changed. On the ride home the sun no longer
seemed warm and we didn’t notice the flowers.
If you have a short, interesting remembrance,
tell Jeanne Gart at ext. 7217. Jeanne will type
it for The Collingtonian.

Find a Ride with Reach A Ride
The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments is offering a new service to persons seeking
public transportation information. Reach A Ride
provides individuals with information about the
transportation providers serving their area. You
can either call 1-855-732-2427 (1-855-reacharide) or go to the website: www.reacharide.org.
Febuary 2012
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Happenings

Players Tell Story of Guy Burgess

Foundation Gives Six Grants
Six Collington employees are recipients of
financial assistance from the Collington Foundation’s Education Fund, Foundation President Louise Huddleston has announced. Each
received a grant of $1,000 for one semester’s
work toward continuing his or her education. The
money is paid directly to the educational institution involved. These grants help our staff members continue with their education and grow as
citizens. The recipients are:
Catherine Towobola, a three-time
recipient, works full time on the
night shift in the Arbor as a licensed practical nurse (LPN) and
is working towards a bachelor’s
degree in nursing and becoming
a registered nurse (RN).
Ibrahim Kamara, another threetime recipient, is a certified medicine aide in the Health Center.
He is working towards a degree in
health services administration.
Daniel Oladipo is a part-time dietary aide at
Collington. He is a full-time student at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore majoring in
physical therapy/rehabilitation.
Pauline Obiniyi, an LPN, is a member of the
night staff in the Arbor. Pauline is working towards her RN at Excelsior College.
Liseli Nzima-Nzerue, an LPN day nurse in the
Arbor, is attending Prince George’s Communuty
College, working towards becoming an RN.
Jessica Ukandu, a Dining Services staff member, is a full-time student at Prince George’s
Community College where she is working for her
degree. —FK
4

The Collingtonian

Febuary 2012

A packed house enjoyed An Englishman
Abroad, the January 5 production of the Collington Players. Bill McGhee and Marion Henry
played lead roles in the production which, instead of the usual reading performances, featured stage settings, special lighting and sound
techniques (see Behind the Scenes by Margaret
Bagley in this issue). The story is about the unhappy life in Russia of Guy Burgess, who spied
for Russia during the Cold War. —JKG

Howell Relates Civil Rights Activities
Collington board of directors member Joe Howell
used his Know Your Neighbor time on January 13 to
capture residents’ interest
by telling of his participation
Joe Howell ---RE
in the civil rights movement.
He and his wife, Embry, two
white southerners, became a part of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee in southwest
Georgia in 1966. He explained some of the dayto-day workings in that turbulent time.
Joe’s story, which stimulated active comments
and questions from a packed house, is part of his
memoir, Civil Rights Journey, a copy of which
he donated to the library. Another of his books,
Hard Living on Clay Street, is about people living in Prince George’s County. —RE

New Appointee Spoke Here
Ambassador Marc Grossman, who was a guest
speaker here in November 2010, has been appointed by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as
a special representative of the United States to
Afghanistan and Pakistan, according to Speakers Committee chair Sue Embree. Grossman, a
former ambassador to Turkey and an assistant
secretary of state spoke to us on “A 21st Century American Diplomacy.” —JKG

Freeman Here for Middle East Talk
Collingtonians are fortunate in their access to
outstanding speakers. One of America’s most
distinguished diplomats, Chas W. Freeman Jr.,
came to our auditorium on January 19 to talk
on “The Mess in the Middle East,” a subject on
which he has had long experience, including
his years as ambassador to Saudi Arabia in the
Desert Storm period of the early 1990s.
Freeman is well known for his brilliance, candor and ability to articulate issues. He gave a
penetrating look at the region, now undergoing
dramatic upheaval, and identified the challenges confronting the United States as it deals with
this dynamic area. —JB

Ainslie Embree Is Recognized
Congratulations to Collingtonian Ainslie Embree! The prestigious Association for Asian
Studies (AAS) recently enthusiastically and
unanimously established the Theodore de
Bary and Ainslie T. Embree Fund for Education
and Outreach in honor of these two outstanding scholars and early promoters of integrating
Asian studies into core curricula in universities.
Ainslee and Sue plan to attend an award ceremony relating to this honor next month.
Long before it was popular, both men championed the study of this highly important but often ignored region, de Bary focusing on East
Asia and Embree on South Asia. As pioneering scholars, they began hosting national conferences and producing seminal books on the
region. Both taught at Columbia University and
both served as AAS president. Before joining
the faculty at Columbia, Embree spent 10 years
teaching at Indore Christian College in India
and later, in retirement, at Brown University and
Johns Hopkins SAIS.
This fund recognizes Embree’s distinguished
and influential career as an academic, writer,
and policymaker. In addition to his appointment
to the American embassy in New Delhi as counselor for cultural affairs (1978-80) and later as a

consultant to the ambassador (1994-95), Embree also was elected to the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences and the Council on Foreign
Relations and served as president of the American Institute of Indian Studies, chairman of the
Joint Committee on South Asia of the American
Council of Learned Societies and director of the
American Oriental Society. (This article is based
on an article in the journal Education about
Asia, Winter 2011 edition.) —JB

February is Black History Month
A short program kicked off the February 4 opening reception for Black History Month. This year
the committee is honoring black playwrights and
producers (see page 12). Special tours were
arranged to the Corcoran Gallery of Art and the
Smithsonian American History Museum. Two
movies, Fabric of a Man and The Preacher's
Wife, were scheduled for Monday nights. Residents look forward to two upcoming events,
a dance/jazz concert by the Captain Fly band
with vocalist Jackie Harriston and a talk by an
original Tuskegee airman Bill Broadwater. With
the movie Red Tails about the Tuskegee airmen
now showing in area theaters, Broadwater's talk
should be timely and informative—a don't miss.
—JKG

King Cake and Beads for Mardi Gras
Collington will celebrate Mardi Gras this year
in a big way, with a King and Queen selected by
lot, music by the Anthony "Swamp Dog" Clark
All Star Blues Band, Fat Tuesday pancakes, Po'
Boys, beer and wine for dinner, King Cake for
dessert and beads, masks, noise makers and
parasols for a New Orleans style celebration.
—JKG
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We Welcome Our New Neighbors
As a way for our readers to get to know our new
residents better, we will publish in this and future
issues brief profiles and photos of all those who
provide us with information. Contact Jean Getlein at ext. 7332 for more information

Eloise Branche
Apartment 313, Ext. 7569. Eloise and her
husband Bill always knew they
would come to Collington someday. They lived a scant eight
miles away. They moved here
in May. Unfortunately, Bill died
recently. He was a research scientist with the National Institutes
of Health and served on the vestry of St. Barnabas’ Church.
Their daughter, who has a
PhD, is an epidemiologist with the Centers for
Disease Control and their son is a lieutenant colonel with the U.S. Air Force. (A second son, also
a pilot, died several years ago.)
Eloise was born in Staunton, Virginia. She
became an occupational health nurse in the U.S.
Public Health Service, where she supervised
occupational health facilities in the Mid-Atlantic
States. It was a job that kept her traveling, which
she loves. Eloise is ready to plunge into many
Colliington activities while still keeping her close
ties to family and friends nearby.

Blanche Cosgrove
Cottage 5016, ext. 5084. Blanche and Bill Cosgrove were married on January 7, on a beautiful,
warm afternoon, surrounded by family. “Between
us we have seven married children, 14 grandchildren and one great-grandchild,”
Blanche explains.
Collngton’s new bride was born
in Jacksonville, Florida, and attended the University of Florida
at Gainesville with a major in education. She and her first husband, who died several years
ago, met as students, married
6
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and moved north. She went on to get her masters degree at George Washington University
and taught special education in Prince George’s
County for over 20 years. “And I enjoyed every
minute!”
“Bob and I knew Bill and Peg [his late wife]
from all the social activities at our small Catholic church in southern Maryland. Our friendship
developed over the years,” Blanche says with a
happy smile.

Janet Kozera
Cottage 1201, ext. 7233. A native of Detroit,
Michigan, Janet studied chemistry at the University of Michigan. She graduated in 1949, meanwhile having met and married
Edward Kozera and produced
a daughter, Meg (now living in
London). The couple moved to
New York, where Janet earned
a Library of Science degree
while Edward attended Columbia’s Russian Institute. In 1952
they went to Munich, Germany,
where Edward was with Radio
Free Europe, then moved to the Netherlands and
on to Geneva.
Back in New York City–her husband died in1965–Janet worked as a medical librarian, then
at the United Nations. She retired in 1983, but
kept on as a volunteer, particularly with the
American Museum of Natural History. “I have
had a lively life,” Janet says, “at times exciting–a
very good life.”

Barbara Lubowicki
Cottage 2206, ext. 7287. Born in Buffalo, New
York, and educated at New
York State College at Potsdam, Barbara was teaching fifth
grade when she met her husband, an IBM engineer. They
lived in Huntsville, Alabama,
then in McLean, Virginia.. In
quick order they had four children, three girls (one of whom

lives in nearby Fairfax, Virginia) and a boy, and
Barbara became a builder. “I designed and built
houses, one in Alabama and four others in Arlington, Virginia, and never the same house twicel”
she says proudly. Her husband died last year.
Barbara’s hobby is walking. I try to do six miles
a day,” she says. “I’ve been doing that since
1970. I’m very fortunate to be in good health.”
Collington’s fitness staff might have something to
say about that connection.

Snowbound Residents Create Art

Mary Grace Kovar and Earl Pollack

Cottage 5010, Ext. 5079. Mary Grace Kovar and
Earl Pollack were statisticians at the Department
of Health and Human Services. Their offices
were in the same building, but they had never
met until both gave papers at an American Public
Health Association meeting in Houston in 1972.
They married two years later.
Earl was born in Duluth, Minnesota. His education was interrupted by World War II, where he
survived the horrendous Battle of the Bulge and
much else. Later he received a doctorate in biostatistics from Harvard. He became head of the
Division of Bio-statistics at the National Cancer
and Mental Health institutes and worked with the
National Academy of Sciences and many other
agencies, in drafting public policy.
Mary Grace hails from near Austin, Texas. Her
first marriage produced two children and took
her to Nigeria and to Viet Nam where she taught
English for several years. A doctorate in biostatistics from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill came later. She, too, had a distinguished career working with government statistics, including data on the mistreatment of the
elderly. Appropriately, one of her papers is titled,
“The Robust Oldest Old: Optimistic perspectives
for increasing healthy life expectancy.”
Newcomer photos by Elsie Seetoo

Inspired by Larry Fuente’s fish collage at the
Renwick Gallery, a work composed of beads,
buttons, poker chips, rhinestones, coins, dice,
plastic figurines and dominoes among many
other things, a group of residents with an artistic
bent resolved to make their own collage.
Their decision came along just as we had hunkered down to survive two outstanding snow
storms in the winter of 2010 and were snowed
in. Judith Shaw, Deborah McKnight and Maja
Keech were joined by RoAanne Hartfield and
Lynn Bernstein in creating, over several weeks’
time, a work of art which now hangs in a small
lobby outside of apartment 101.
It shows a Canada goose afloat on Collington
Lake. It is cobbled together from tongue depressors, buttons, beads and fabric scraps. Waves,
trees, geese flying overhead, all took shape from
the scraps of material the women found in the
Creative Arts Room.
It’s a triumph of imagination and invention. Access to the work from the trail by the lake is via a
door into the apartment building
.

Easy Cooking—Baked Apple for One
Core a Collington apple, place in microwaveable
dish, season with cinnamon, nutmeg, brown sugar or whatever, microwave 2 minutes and enjoy.
—Jack Yale
Febuary 2012
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Who Am I?

Svetlana’s Flight Is Worthy of a Play

By Marian Schubauer

By Warren Unna

Take a look at these early photos of current
residents and see if you can guess who they
are, using the clues we’ve presented. When you
get back to Chatter Box, you’ll find the answers.
Have fun!

Svetlana, the beloved daughter of the cruel Soviet tyrant Stalin, died recently. But she should
have been the lead in a Broadway play, which
has yet to be written.
Opening scene: An unusual love affair. Svetlana
has an infatuation with a minor Indian princeling
in Moscow, indulging his communist sympathies.
He dies and Svetlana is determined to take his
ashes to his family burial ground in central India.
Her pleas to Stalin’s heirs, now running the country, are rebuffed. Finally, an Indian ambassador
persuades his Soviet friends to relent. He also
helps Svetlana bundle off the manuscript of her
memoirs.
Interlude: Svetlana decides to settle down in
her late beloved’s home in rural central India and
join his family. Back in Moscow, the Kremlin has
a fit and angrily keeps demanding her return to
Russia. Finally, sick of the KGB pressure, Svetlana relents.
Now for drama: En route to Russia in New
Delhi, Svetlana becomes the guest of the Soviet
ambassador to India, a very high Kremlin official
who was once an agriculture minister. At the
same time (as I recall), the ambassador plays
host to the visiting Soviet armed forces chief. At
a grand luncheon for both guests, the ambassador notices Svetlana not eating his elegant meat
course. He demands an explanation.
Svetlana replies that she has adapted the
vegetarian diet of her Indian family. The Soviet
ambassador loudly accuses her of disgracing
her father’s name and (here the facts are a bit
wobbly) throws her passport at her to hasten her
departure. But, more importantly, she now has
the passport in her hand.
Next scene: Svetlana retreats to her room,
phones for a taxi, waits outside and rides to the
U.S. embassy, down the block in New Delhi’s
diplomatic enclave. It is around 7 p.m. The embassy is closed. But a savvy Marine guard, hearing the desire of a Soviet woman with a Soviet
passport in her hand to seek political asylum, is
prudent enough to lock her in an adjoining room

No.1. She served as a cryptanalyst in the war after which she
taught in India where her two children were born. She has countless good ideas and has served on
the Collington Residents Council
and chaired many committees.
No. 2. This little fellow with his quizzical look grew up to be a cataloger
and he demonstrated the beauty of
relationship between dog and man.
His hobbies are ballet, art songs,
opera and reading. His skill as a
cataloger was a great help to Collington and we love his paintings.
No. 3. A writer, poet and soldier,
as an NBC reporter he had a narrow escape in Palestine. Collington benefits from his writing skills,
knowledge of foreign affairs and
concern for a better world.

New Restaurant Opens in Greenbelt
A different kind of small chain restaurant, Joe’s
Crab Shack, 6202 Greenbelt Road, features pots
of steamed seafood served with corn on the cob
and baby red potatoes or seafood platters. It’s
noisy, eating is messy and the staff line dances
every half hour. —JKG
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and report. Ambassador Chester Bowles, home
with the flu, has never heard of a Stalin daughter.
(He later told me a Peace Corps volunteer did
once report a Soviet woman living in the princeling’s area). But Bowles decides that, if true,
there will be a diplomatic free-for-all involving
India, the Soviets and, of course, the U.S. He
orders Svetlana’s immediate departure for the
U.S..
Quick response: The weekly Australian Quantas flight, whose itinerary involves few stops en
route to America, is due that night. U.S. embassy officials bundle her off to the airport. (Indian
officials later told me they knew this couldn’t be
a CIA caper because the embassy officials didn’t
have ready cash and had to draw on their surplus Indian rupee account to buy the air ticket.)
Indian diplomats also told me the Soviets were in
an uproar, not at the U.S., but at them for letting
Svetlana get away.
At the time—the mid-sixties—I was The Washington Post correspondent in South Asia and
sought confirmation from my New Delhi garden
neighbor, the local CIA chief. I knew he knew I
knew his real identity, but we never had articulated it. Our relations always had been most formal.
I tried to interview him in his garden, feeling that
would be free of eavesdropping and more confiding. He didn’t give me the time of day, preferring
to look grim and admire his flowers. (Years later,
that frustratingly discreet man became head of
CIA dirty tricks).
But back to the unwritten Broadway drama.
The coincidences are a wonder: Svetlana escaping out of Moscow with her memoirs; pressured and then agreeing to return home; having
passport in hand for an official get-out while the
Soviet ambassador was preoccupied with hosting his more important guest from the Soviet
military; the reactive precautions of both Marine
guard and Ambassador Bowles; the surplus U.S.
rupee account to allow a quick getaway on the
once-a-week arriving Quanta’s flight.
Surely Broadway must have some producer
intrigued with portraying such a drama.

PRESIDENTS DAY QUIZ
Do You Know Your Presidents?
Rules: Name each of the U.S. Presidents shown
in the pictures below. Spelling must be correct.
Award yourself one point for each correct last
name, first name, middle initial and middle name
(4 points total per president). No Googling or use
of references. Names must be correctly spelled.
Answers will be on page 11 in Chatterbox.
.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.
Febuary 2012

6.

8.
The Collingtonian

9

Chatter Box
December was a record month for sales from
the display cases. Buyers and sellers deserve
many thanks for the $561 from sales of collectibles and other art objects. This activity provides
income to the Residents Association funds.
Headed up by RoAnne Hartfield, with help from
Sheila Givan, the group welcomes aboard newly
arrived Joe Sheffey and thanks Nancy Kent for
her past help.
@
Congratulations and best wishes to Collingtonian Bill Cosgrove and Blanche Miller of Friendship, Maryland, on their January 7 marriage
at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in West River,
Maryland, with family in attendance. Blanche’s
10 year-old granddaughter, Jessica Chaney,
served as flower girl. The couple traveled all the
way to Washington, D.C. for their honeymoon.
Blanche and Bill will be going back and forth between homes until she is able to sell hers. (Also
see Newcomers, page 6).
@
Judy Kennedy, our Human Resources Director,
is back from three days at Kendal headquarters
in Kennett Square, PA. She is full of enthusiasm
for Kendal’s support systems for its affiliates—
systems that provide ways of checking backgrounds and references of applicants, for example. Judy met her Kendal counterparts there. The
trip included visits to Longwood, Barclay Friends
and Crosslands, all in Pennsylvania.
Answers to Who Am I?
1. Sue Embree. 2.
Bob McCarthy. 3. Don Peretz.
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Dora Halton’s guest at our Superbowl party
in February was Ertie Barnes, a resident of our
neighboring development, the Village at Collington. Ertie is the aunt of former Redskin and NFL
Hall of Famer Darrell Green.
@
Tita deGavre, who left us last year to return to
her home on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, keeps
in touch by e-mail. Tita recently celebrated her
97th birthday and sends best wishes to all her
friends at Collington. She promises to continue
to pepper us with her famous racy e-mails.
@
A gated retirement community being planned
close to Collington will have between 110 and
136 townhomes and condo’s according to a recently approved preliminary plan. There will be
a 10,000 square foot community center with exercise, game room/media center and a meeting
room. Also planned are two tennis courts and
a large chipping/putting green area. The community is to be a part of a mixed-use development located on the east side of Landover Road
(Route 202) between Lottsford Road and St. Joseph’s Drive with offices and retail commercial
along Landover Road. The filing of a detailed
site plan will be the next step in the development
process.

Answers to Presidential Quiz: 1. Abraham
Lincoln (no middle name); 2. Franklin Delano
Roosevelt; 3. Franklin Pierce (no middle name);
4. George Washington (no middle name); 5.
John Quincy Adams; 6. Harry S Truman (no
middle name, but an initial); 7. Stephen Grover
Cleveland; 8. Warren Gamaliel Harding. Maximum number of points for all correct answers is
44. How did you score? If you wish to boast how
smart you are, put a note with your score in box
3116.

Our Newest IT System Helps Billing
A new computerized system that keeps track of
purchases by staff and residents from the Country Store, the Beauty Shop and Dining Services
has recently been installed to the great joy of
Sharon Carr who is in charge of resident and patient billing.
“This new system saves me a huge amount of
time,” Sharon says, “since I no longer have to
comb through lists of purchases from the Country
Store and services rendered in the beauty shop.”
As for Dining Services, its benefits are countless.
Herb Stone, on duty at the Country Store recently, said all the volunteers are now trained in
the use of the computer terminal installed there.
Jessica Walker, of Dining Services, was on hand
to offer instruction in the new system. The terminal has been loaded with the names of all residents and staff eligible to use the store. It will
compute tax when the operator simply indicates
that an item is taxable and it will not only total
purchases, but calculates the amount of change
due in a cash transaction. Sound like a good old
fashioned cash register? It’s that plus a gigabyte
more. Purchases on credit are recorded and are
available to the bookkeeping department to add
to the monthly statements. The old handwritten
lists are a thing of the past.
Information relevant to the kinds of services
our beauty shop offers—from permanent waves
to a quick trim—are entered at the terminal there,
again doing away with paper lists; It provides
Sharon ready-made information and saves her a
good deal of time.
The Dining Room computer is provided with
comparable sorts of information, so that every
resident and guest meal is recorded when we
enter.
The system is called Full Count, and our Information Technologist Dorian Sibedwo is trained
to keep it working as if Steve Jobs were at the
controls. —FK
[

Did you ever wonder why tomatoes you purchase at the supermarket lack the rich tomato
flavor? It’s because they are red before they are
ripe. Some are bred to be that way and others
may be treated with ethylene to induce them to
turn red. So what can you do to get better flavor? Don’t use them right away. Just set them in
the windowsill for a week or two and they will get
darker red, juicier, and better-flavored.
There are a few garden plants that the deer
won’t eat unless they are starving: marigolds
and petunias (annuals); foxgloves (biennial); hellebores and peonies (perennials) and boxwoods
and Oregon grape (Mahonia) as shrubs.
We are now eating fruits and vegetables from
all over the world: asparagus (Peru), squashes
(Mexico), cherries (Chile), tomatoes (Canada),
oranges (South Africa), bananas (Costa Rica),
cantaloupes (Honduras), orange juice (Brazil but not just now), apple juice (China), etc. To
find out where, read those little labels if you can.
Wild very early spring bloomers are skunk cabbage (in our swampy woods at Collington) and
witch hazel, a small tree with yellow or orangered blooms every time there’s a warm spell in
February or March.
Three kinds of trees on campus refuse to drop
their old brown leaves each fall: a white oak (with
connections to the historic Wye Oak, the Maryland State Tree) at 1017, sawtooth oaks in the
5100 block, and young native beech trees in the
eastern campus woodlands. With the advent of
spring and the push of buds, these trees will finally shed their leaves.

Honoring African American
Playwrights and Movie Producers
By Doreen Nelson
Born in1902, Langston Hughes went on to become
a leading national poet, playwright, short story
writer, and columnist. He became known as the
“Poet Laureate of the Negro Race.”

Zora Neale Hurston, born in 1891, became a writer,
anthropologist, and folklorist. She was associated
with the Harlem Renaissance.

(Right) Shelton Jackson “Spike” Lee is an
American film director, producer, writer, and
actor. His production company has completed 35 films. Samuel D. Pollard, who has
become Spike’s most prolific collaborator, is
a producer specializing in documentary films
on his own.

Tyler Perry is an
actor,
producer,
and director. His
empire consists of
successful films,
plays, TV shows,
and a best-selling
book.

(Left) Toni Morrison
is a Nobel Prize and
Pulitzer Prize-winning
American novelist, editor,
and professor. (Right) Debra Martin Chase wields
power among the back offices at the major Hollywood
studios. A former corporate attorney, she oversees the
production of new movies on their way to the multiplex.

.
American television
host, actress, producer, and philanthropist
Oprah Winfrey is perhaps America’s best
known woman. Her
production company
is a force in film and
TV production, as well
as magazine publishing and the Internet.

