
Collington CEO 
Marvell Adams recalls 
that when he was be-
ing interviewed for the 
job more than seven 
years ago, he asked 
Board member An-
netha Hall to describe 
her vision for Colling-
ton over the next five 
years.

“I want to go to 
a conference and I 
want Collington to be 
touted as an example 
of how to get it right,” Annetha replied.

“I didn’t really understand,” Marvell said, “so 
I asked her later to elaborate.” She had heard a 
presenter at a conference discuss a continuing 
care community that had severe fiscal problems 
and served as an example “of how you get it 
really wrong.”  Though the presenter didn’t men-
tion Collington by name, Annetha and others 
had no doubt he had Collington in mind.

Today, Annetha Hall’s wish has come true, as 
Collington’s turnaround is widely recognized in 
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A CEO’s Valedictory
by George Newman
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CEO Marvell Adams addresses the 30th anniversary 
celebration Oct. 4. Photo by George Newman.

the world of CCRC 
leadership and within 
the Kendal Corp., 
with which Collington 
has been affiliated 
since 2011. “We’ve 
come full circle,” said 
Marvell, “from when 
Collington was the 
gold standard in the 
late 80s and 90s, to 
the downturn [early in 
this century] to where 
we are now.”

Marvell recounted 
this story in an interview two days after he had 
informed the community that he would be leav-
ing Collington to serve as Kendal’s Chief Oper-
ating Officer. 

Asked what gave him the greatest pride, 
Marvell cited “the numerous talented individu-
als we’ve brought to the organization.  Finding 
individuals who want to do this kind of work, who 
are good at this kind of work and have staying 
power is not easy.  I’ll be the first to admit that 
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you don’t always get it right [but] … the team we 
have now, I’m really impressed with – not just by 
their expertise but [because] they really want to 
do a great job and have the ability to do it.”

He also expressed admiration for the caliber 
of Board members and their varying expertise, 
noting as an example the Board’s incoming trea-
surer, Will Carrington (son of resident Paul Car-
rington), a senior advisor at the Congressional 
Budget Office.  “He’s like a walking math book.”

As for regrets, “At times I let myself get into 
the weeds of the organization, whether by not 
filling a vacancy as quickly as I should have or 
for other reasons.  It took away from my ability 
to see strategically for the future.”

Marvell cited as among his most difficult ex-
periences the first negotiations with banks hold-
ing Collington’s debt. “We had to make the case 
that what the banks were asking was unreason-
able and we reached an impasse so severe that 
we just walked out – no pleasantries.  We just 
got up and said it doesn’t seem we have any-
thing else to talk about.  Thankfully they gave 
us a call the next day and said, ‘OK, let’s really 
talk.’ But that 24 hours was really nerve-wrack-
ing.” (More recent financing negotiations were 
“much more congenial,” Marvell said.)

On a happier note, Marvell recalled “so many 
moments when residents have a kind word or 
positive thought that could turn your day around.  
Many staff say that about working here – the fa-
milial aspect is enriching, with many individuals 
that can brighten your day.” 

Marvell’s announcement of his departure 
came Oct.1, four days before the official obser-
vance of Collington’s 30th anniversary. Among 
the guests for that celebration was Sean Kelly, 

Valedictory from p. 1 CEO of the Kendal Corp., who took note of the 
intact ice sculpture that had pride of place (See 
p. 12).  He recalled his first visit to Collington, 
when the air conditioning wasn’t working well 
and “that sculpture would have had a life expec-
tancy of about five minutes.”’

Like the sculpture, Collington faces inevitable 
change – though our goal is the opposite of a 
meltdown.  Marvell has taken pains to let the 
community know he will remain until his succes-
sor is in place, a process that is expected to last 
until spring.  He also noted in the interview that 
the Kendal COO’s responsibilities include liaison 
with the executive directors of Kendal affiliates.  
And he and his family plan to remain in Balti-
more. Thus we say au revoir, not adieu.
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On Tuesday, Nov. 6, voters 
throughout the country will be electing 
members of Congress, governors and 
other state and local officials.  Their 
choices could dramatically change the 
future course of this country or vali-
date the actions of those presently in 
governance.  

Unfortunately, Marylanders, and particularly 
Prince George’s County residents, will have 
little say in deciding the great issues of the day.  
This is because Maryland leans strongly Demo-
cratic and Prince George’s County even more 
so.  While the local ballot will have two pages of 
offices, most list Democratic candidates either 
without opposition or with only token opposition.

The one real contest on the ballot for Colling- 
ton voters is for Governor, where Republican 
Gov. Larry Hogan is seeking a second four-year 
term.  Four years ago, Hogan achieved an upset 
victory and has maintained his popularity, in part 
because of his unwillingness to support Presi-
dent Trump, his elimination of some unpopular 
taxes and his ability to work with the Democratic 
legislature.  He is favored to win against chal-
lenger Ben Jealous, a former president and 
executive director of the NAACP.  Also, in the 
race are Shawn Quinn of the Libertarian Party 
and Ian Schlackman of the Green Party. The 
next governor will play a big role in the state’s 
redistricting after the 2020 census.

There are token Republican challenges to 
incumbent Comptroller Peter Franchot and At-
torney General Brian Frosh.  This is also true 
for Ben Cardin, who seeks re-election as U. S. 
Senator and is being challenged by a Republi-

What You Need to Know About Election Day
By James Giese

can, a Libertarian and an unaffiliated 
candidate.  Also, Anthony Brown 
is expected to be re-elected in our 
Fourth Congressional District. He is 
being challenged by a Republican 
and a Libertarian.

As for county offices, the selec-
tions were pretty much made in the 

primary.  The only challenge to Democratic 
candidates occurs in the newly created at-large 
County Council position, where a lone Repub-
lican is challenging two Democrats for the two 
open seats.

There is also a contest for the non-partisan 
Board of Education, where incumbent Carolyn 
Boston is being challenged by Belinda Queen.  
Collington MACCRA will host a candidates’ 
forum for this office on Thursday, Oct. 18 at 7 
p.m. in the Collington Auditorium.  The forum 
should add to the sketchy knowledge most 
voters have about school board candidates, who 
are responsible for governing the second larg-
est school system in Maryland, a system that 
has been disrupted by one controversy after 
another, some directly involving school board 
members.  

Collington is in Precinct 13005. Our polling 
place is the Charles Flowers High School on 
Saint Joseph’s Drive (Take a right from Campus 
Way North).  At the school, our precinct is at the 
end of a long entrance hall to the left and then 
left again into a room off the hall.  There are no 

see Election Day, p.10
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Gretta Estey: A Life of 
Dream Occupations
By Peggy Latimer

Gretta Estey, raised in a 
little town in southeast Michi-
gan, studied communications 
at the University of Michigan. 
After graduation, she worked 
as a local reporter at various papers in Michigan 
and Illinois. 

In a turnabout, Gretta moved to New York 
City to be her Greenwich Village artist sister’s 
“amanuensis.” Gretta met her husband in New 
York City while he prepared for the Episcopal 
priesthood. 

Gretta’s husband’s profession took them to 
many locations, and thus began her days as a 
“trailing spouse” with many adventures and new 
opportunities for her career.

First stop: writing about healthcare and educa-
tion for a string of weekly newspapers –“a mar-
velous experience.” It was there that she landed 
many scoops through church connections that 
annoyed her daily newspaper competitors.

Then to Baltimore to begin a career in fund-
raising, first at Kennedy Krieger Institute for 
disabled children, part of the Johns Hopkins 
medical institutions, as vice president for devel-
opment and marketing.

From there, Gretta was off to Troy, N.Y., and 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as director of 
leadership gifts in a major capital campaign.  
Back to Baltimore as vice president for develop-
ment at the University of Maryland Hospital Cen-
ter and associate dean in the School of Medicine.

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

And then it was off to New York City to be-
come director of development at Trinity School.

In 1999, they moved into their summer house 
on Maine’s Deer Isle. Once more a persuasive 
recruiter lured Gretta back to Baltimore for what 
were truly halcyon days as vice president for de-
velopment at the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.

In 2009 Gretta and her husband divorced.  
Gretta’s daughter Sarah, her husband, and 14-
year old granddaughter live in Glens Falls, NY.  

As for Collington, Gretta wanted a small and 
diverse community, a cottage, a little garden, and 
to be in the DC area. “I had a spectacular am-
bassador – Ellie Hagan.”  Gretta’s “so pleased” 
to have been asked to become an ambassador. 
“Hospitality always was part of my work, but now 
I don’t have to ask for money!” 
Gretta’s still busy doing what she loves: vice-
chair of the Fitness subcommittee; work in the 
OO shop - “What a yeoman job Karen Kirts has 
done”; and she and Nadine Hathaway are doing 
the Community Outreach food bank. “I’m so glad 
that this is my home for the rest of my life.”

Heather Huyk and Charlie Clapper:  
Park Service and Much More
By Marion Robbins

Heather Huyck, a proud native of Washington, 
DC, and Charlie Clapper, from a small village in 
south central Pennsylvania, met in a laundromat!  
Actually, it had been the Wesleyan Chapel in 
Seneca Falls, New York, where the first women’s 
rights convention took place in 1848. But in 1981, 
it housed a laundromat when Women’s Rights Na-
tional Historical Park first opened. The park com-
memorates the birth of women’s struggle for equal 
rights. Both were NPS employees when they met.

Heather, who grew up in the Washington area, 
received her B.A. from Carleton College in Min-
nesota, her M.A. in Cultural Anthropology and her 
Ph.D. in American History from the University of 
Minnesota.  Her career unfolded in three stages: 
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for all major park planning and 
construction projects (visitor cen-
ters, roads and parking lots and 
trails) throughout the National 
Park System. He also had field 
assignments in Yellowstone Park 
and Little Bighorn battlefield. In 
Boston, as Associate Regional 
Director he was involved in the restoration of the 
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island for its 100th Birth-
day celebration. In Philadelphia as Deputy Re-
gional Director he oversaw 31 parks.

In retirement Charlie has taken a hands-on 
approach to landscapes. He joined the Williams-
burg Master Gardeners Association, where he 
worked on therapeutic gardening (bringing the 
“herb of the week” and flowers to discuss and 
use in crafts) for residents of assisted living facili-
ties.  Here at Collington, he is about to become 
chair of the Grounds Committee and is a faithful 
Weed Warrior.  

Heather, a lifetime Episcopalian, having been 
told as a teenager she couldn’t become an aco-
lyte (because she was a girl), later worked to get 
women priests into the Episcopal Church. In Wil-
liamsburg Charlie was a Stephen minister, sup-
porting people facing crises in their lives.

Needless to say, Heather and Charlie love to 
travel.  They also love canoeing, especially in 
northern Minnesota.  Here, she tends a hydro-
ponic garden that grows herbs, while Charlie 
enjoys “having things done for us here at Col-
lington.” They have two cats, Emily and Zenobia, 
the latter named after a third-century queen of the 
Syria-based Palmyrene Empire (and the name of 
Heather’s great-aunt!).  Together they are part of 
the Collington 30th Anniversary Celebration with a 
project to document Collington through oral his-
tory interviews. Others are welcome to join in this 
fascinating project.

Her work with the National 
Park Service included be-
ing an interpreter at George 
Washington’s birthplace, 
writing a furnishing plan for 
a one-room schoolhouse at 
Homestead National Monu-
ment, and doing oral history 

at Herbert Hoover National Historic site.  She 
managed Clara Barton’s home and Red Cross 
headquarters in Glen Echo, worked in the NPS 
Washington Office, and was Chief of Resource 
Management concerned with preservation of the 
major downtown DC memorials, Dutch Elm dis-
ease and the July 4 events, at National Capital 
Parks Central.

In 1985 she received a Congressional Fellow-
ship and spent eight and a half years as a staffer 
with the House of Representatives Subcommit-
tee on National Parks and Public Lands. She left 
the Hill to become director of Strategic Planning 
for the Park Service in Denver, after which she 
taught Public History and Women’s History at the 
College of William & Mary. 

As a public historian, rather than an academic 
one, Heather focuses on getting the best history 
possible presented to the American public.  While 
teaching at William & Mary, Heather was part of 
a multiracial community that worked to process 
the “indomitable race woman” Maggie L. Walker’s 
documents into a 23,000-entry database.  She 
is now finishing her book, “Interpreting Women’s 
History at Museums and Historic Sites” and looks 
forward to rediscovering Washington, D.C.

Charlie received his Bachelor of Landscape Ar-
chitecture from Ohio State University.  He subse-
quently spent 39 years working with the National 
Park Service, living in various places throughout 
the country.  

In Denver he served as Director of the Denver 
Service Center, the National Park Service’s Plan-
ning, Design and Construction Office, responsible 
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Pat King in the Collington Flower Room. 
Photo by George Newman

In his bestselling 
book, The Outliers, 
Malcolm Gladwell 
delves into how 
some people be-
come successful at 
their crafts. “Outli-
ers are those who 
have been given 
opportunities,” he 
writes, “and have 
the strength and 
presence of mind to 
seize them.” 

That helps explain 
why Pat King is such an exceptional flower ar-
ranger. She first dealt with flowers 86 years 
ago, and she remembers it like yesterday. Her 
mother had her pose next to a tulip to have her 
picture taken. Her mother, a nurse by trade, was 
also an exceptional flower arranger.  “I watched 
her from the time I was a little girl,” Pat recalls.

As Pat was growing up, there were a number 
of flower-arranging competitions. She entered 
one when she was 10 years old – pansies in a 
small pitcher – and won a blue ribbon. And she 
has been arranging flowers ever since. She 
has never taken a course. “It’s the flowers that 
make you do what you do.” Every week, for 
many years, Pat made the altar arrangements 
for St. Albans Church. One of the most special 
arrangements she ever made was for her moth-
er’s funeral, using flowers out of her garden.

Shortly after Pat moved to Collington in 2006, 

Ms. King is the Queen of Flower Display
By Mike McCulley

she became chair 
of the Flower Com-
mittee as well as 
the Hospitality and 
Grounds Commit-
tees. Over time, she 
gave up the latter 
two, but continued 
for many years 
leading the Flower 
Committee, and 
after giving up the 
chair, continued to 
provide jaw-drop-
ping arrangements 

for the Clock Tower entrance. Recently, others 
have taken over that role, but she has just been 
recruited to provide the chapel arrangements, 
which she does every week.

I asked Pat what she thinks makes her ar-
rangements unique. “Me” was her immediate 
answer. She then said, “I have no preconceived 
ideas; I look at the flowers and the container 
and I just start. Then the arrangement takes on 
a life of its own.”

But Pat Duggen, current chair of the Flower 
Committee, sums it up best. “Pat may be the 
longest serving member of the Flower Commit-
tee.  And she is also the most enthusiastic.  No 
matter what needs to be done, she’s there to 
help. When we need an arrangement to be 
spectacular, we call Pat to do it.  Hers are al-
ways creative, colorful, lively and get loads of 
compliments.  She’s a Flower Committee trea-
sure.”
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The halls of Collington are 
alive with the sound of music, 
thanks to this year’s Univer-
sity of Maryland interns, Me-
lissa Morales, clarinet, and 
Yurong (Ria) Yang, pianist.  
Although they arrived just a 
few weeks ago, they have 
already brought us a great 
deal of music. 

 Their presence repre-
sents the second year of 
the Musicians in Residence 
program, a partnership with 
the university’s music school in which graduate 
students receive a year’s room and board at Col-
lington in exchange for giving concerts and teach-
ing classes. The program was featured last June 
in a New York Times report on intergenerational 
initiatives.

Melissa and Ria formally introduced themselves 
to the community Sept. 24 at a concert introduced 
by the Director of the university’s Department of 
Music, Dr. Jason Geary.  Also present was Me-
lissa’s clarinet professor, Robert DiLutis. 

Gabriel Hightower on cello joined the pair in a 
dazzling, enthusiastically applauded, performance 
of works by Beethoven, Gershwin, Chopin, Bela 
Kovacs and Miklos Rozsa.   

Melissa and Ria come from widely different 
backgrounds. 

Melissa’s family is deeply rooted in Louisiana. 
With years of study behind her, she is working 
toward a Ph.D. in musical pedagogy. She holds a 
degree from Louisiana State in Music Education, 
and a master’s in clarinet performance from De-

Music Program Hits the Right Notes
By Frances Kolarek

Paul University in Chicago. 
She is a member of the Apol-
lo Symphony Orchestra, cre-
ated in 2010 in Washington, 
D.C. to serve as a showcase 
for young talent.   

Ria came to the United 
States from Quanzhou, 
China, seven years ago with 
a deep desire to study music 
in our country.  Five years 
studying piano at DeKalb Uni-
versity in Illinois earned her a 
Master’s degree.  That was 

followed by a couple of years off, living indepen-
dently, teaching piano and working as a free-lance 
accompanist for students of voice. She is now 
working toward a degree in Collaborative Piano. 
She has performed with the Kishwaskee Sympho-
ny Orchestra, supported by DeKalb County.   

Upon arrival here, Melissa lost no time in 
scheduling an open rehearsal in the Ivy Lounge of 
a Glenn Gould flute and clarinet duet, which gave 
us an up-close look at how much hard work goes 
into a perfect performance.  Asked where she 
usually rehearsed, she said “At home.  Now this is 
my home, so I rehearse here.”

In addition to Ria and Melissa’s debut, Septem-
ber saw a blockbuster jazz concert tailor-made 
for its audience of Collingtonians, with songs from 
our era, opening with “All of Me.”  Here the artists 
were all guests from the Music School.  There was 
wide applause and appreciation for their sensitivity 
to our tastes in popular music.

Our new resident musicians,  
Melissa Morales and Ria Yang. 

Photo by Marian Fuchs.
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In June of 2017, participants at 
the Jewish Shabbat (Sabbath) din-
ner were surprised when Maya Per-
etz turned up with a Torah.  Her hus-
band, Don Peretz, had died on April 
29. While going through his posses-
sions, she found the Torah, which 
she thought should be transferred to 
the Collington Jewish community.

The Torah is the first five books 
of the Hebrew Bible (in Christian parlance, the 
Old Testament).  All the main divisions of Judaism 
– Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Recon-
structionist – regard the Torah as sacred. Through 
centuries of persecution it anchored Jews to their 
concept of God and their early history, and gave 
them the courage to persevere.

The Peretz Torah was taken to the Collington 
chapel and opened on the altar.  Those present 
saw a very old document, somewhat shop-worn, 
but still legible, if you read Hebrew.  Numerous 
questions arose.  What was the exact age of the 
Torah?  When and where did Don Peretz obtain it?  

Maya had said the Torah was from Egypt.  In 
a recent interview, she provided some additional 
details.  Don received the Torah from someone 
in Egypt, and she became aware of it some time 
after she and Don were married in 1979.  It was 
accompanied by a note, no longer available, stat-
ing the Torah’s provenance.  

Those in the chapel determined that the To-
rah’s age, condition and heavy weight ruled out 
keeping it at Collington. But where should the 
Torah reside?  And who could we find with the ex-
pertise to evaluate it?

It was decided that Joan Zorza’s home would 
be the temporary residence of the Torah. 

Collington Torah Finds Home in N.Y.
By Don Singer

For several months Joan tried to 
find a permanent home for the To-
rah.  She remarks that her “efforts 
failed, even with the help of a rabbi 
from Bowie, who posted it on a list-
serv for rabbis.”  On April 3 of this 
year, “two friends [David Lansner 
and Carolyn Kubitscheck] who were 

colleagues of mine in New York 
came to visit.”  Lansner and Kubits-

check were intrigued with the Torah.  Since they 
were very involved with their Jewish community 
and their rabbi would be committed to finding an 
appropriate location for the Torah, Joan and Rich-
ard decided to transfer it to them.

Events moved swiftly after that.  On April 7 Da-
vid and Carolyn invited their rabbi to view the To-
rah at their Brooklyn home.  The rabbi suggested 
that they contact Yaram Bitton, the librarian at He-
brew Union College (HUC) in New York City.  On 
April 19 Bitton came to the Kubitscheck-Lansner 
home and inspected the Torah.  He gladly ac-
cepted possession on behalf of the HUC.

Carolyn e-mailed Joan an account of his in-
spection.  He said that the Torah was “from the 
Middle East, perhaps Damascus, perhaps Egypt 
- somewhere in that area .... (It) was almost cer-
tainly not written in Eastern Europe, as the callig-
raphy is not from Eastern Europe.”  

 In a recent phone conversation I had with 
Yoram Bitton, he said the Torah was 200 to 300 
years old, though it’s difficult to determine the ex-
act age.  Bitton added, “This Torah is no longer 
kosher.  It cannot be used in the synagogue.”  I 
responded, “It is a retired Torah, like an elderly 
rabbi becoming a retired rabbi.”  Bitton laughed 
and said “Yes, but it still has value as an artifact 
and will be displayed as such at the Hebrew 
Union College.”

David Lansner and Carolyn  
Kubitscheck with the Torah.   

Photo courtesy of Joan Zorza.
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The restaurant is small, about twenty tables, 
and in the evening can fill up quickly. In this situa-
tion you can visit the attached Next Door Lounge 
with its five bistro tables or a nice bar which seats 
about a dozen. The food is prepared in the CD 
Cafe’s kitchen.

The CD Cafe has been rated “best restaurant 
in Southern Maryland” and reviews note it as ex-
cellent or very good 90 percent of the time. They 
have gluten-free dishes and it is handicapped ac-
cessible. Visit the museum, stay for the food.

A bit of Maryland history: You can thank Louis 
Goldstein, long-time Maryland comptroller, who 
was born in Calvert County, for the beautiful sce-
nic highway through a rural stretch of the county. 
Louis Goldstein holds the record for the longest 
continuously serving state official in U.S. history 
at 31 years (1959 – 1998).

    
The CD Cafe and attached Next Door Lounge  
14350 Solomons Island Road. Solomons, MD 20688
Monday – Saturday – 11:00 am – 3:30 pm
                                   5:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Sunday – 11:00 am – 3:30 pm 
                5:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Next Door Lounge Hours
Tuesday – Saturday – 4:40 pm – till close

----------------------------------------------------
UPDATE:  My favorite Indian restaurant, the 

Curry Leaf in Laurel (See review in the Decem-
ber 2015 Collingtonian), has closed. 

A new Indian restaurant has opened at the 
corner of Contee Road. and Rte. 1, named 
Amber Spice. It was started by the chef and 
others from the Curry Leaf. We tried it; the food 
was just as good and the ambiance even better.

The Calvert Marine Museum in Solomons, 
Md., is first class, exceeding by far what one 
might expect in a small town. I recommend it as 
a day trip for Collingtonians because it is only 55 
miles away and the last 45 miles are via a lightly 
traveled four-lane divided highway.

After your museum visit, choices for lunch or 
dinner include the traditional regional seafood or 
the eclectic American menu of the CD Café, with 
its attached Next Door Lounge. If you choose 
seafood I recommend Stoney’s Kingfisher. Joyce 
and I have eaten at both places several times 
and like them both.

Recently, we lunched at the CD Cafe for an 
update so this review would be current. We 
found the food, which is prepared to order, excel-
lent, and the service prompt and courteous.

Joyce had the crab cake sandwich, which 
was tasty and had no filler because the crab 
meat was competent enough to hold the cake 
together. I had a petite Caesar salad that was as 
good as it gets. My entree was the bistro burger 
with cheese, onions, bacon, lettuce and tomato. 
The burger was tasty and was accompanied by 
a wonderful creole potato salad. The bill for this, 
plus a glass of pinot grigio and an iced tea, with 
tax but not tip, was $50.56. A bargain for such 
good food.

The 45-item menu includes appetizers, sal-
ads (either full or half), sandwiches, burgers and 
wraps, four pastas, six seafoods and five meats, 
plus soup and a daily special. We asked our 
waitress, Ashley, which one item on the menu 
was the best. Her reply was strong, the steak au 
poivre. Some diners come to the CD Cafe often 
just for that dish.

Restaurant Review: 
This CD Records Great Food

By Carl Koch
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Election Day from p. 3

reserved handicap parking spaces.  Collington 
will run a bus to the polling place.  See the Cou-
rier for details.  Polls are open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
and wait time is usually minimal at midday. 

Election Day voting is not the only option.  
Collington residents can also vote absentee 
or go to locations offering early voting.  Early 
voting is possible from Thursday, Oct. 25 to 
Thursday, Nov. 1 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.  
There are 11 early voting sites in the county; 
you can choose any one of them.  The nearest 
is the Wayne Curry Sports and Learning Com-

Government offices aren’t the only feature 
of the Nov. 6 ballot.  Four pages are devoted 
to referendum questions: two proposed 
amendments to the state constitution, five 
county bond issue authorizations and five 
proposed county charter amendments.  

Receiving the most publicity is Question 1 
because Governor Hogan has endorsed it in 
his campaign ads.  It would require gambling 
revenues to be allocated for educational pur-
poses in amounts over the spending levels 
for education set in a 2002 law.  Question 
2 would permit voter registration and same-
day voting at polling places on Election Day.

County Questions A to E seek authoriza-
tion to issue bonds for various purposes.  

Ballot also Contains Referendum Questions

plex at 8001 Sheriff Road near FedEx Field.

For absentee voting, you must first apply for 
a ballot.  These forms are available at Colling-
ton. Ballots will also be provided to applicants 
here.  You may also apply for a ballot online or 
at the local Board of Elections office.  Absentee 
ballots must be received by the Board of Elec-
tions before 8 p.m. on Election Day.

All kinds of voting information can be ob-
tained at elections.maryland.gov.  The Prince 
George’s Board of Elections is just southwest of 
Collington off Lottsford Road at 1100 Mercantile 
Lane (telephone: 301-341-7300).

These questions routinely appear on the bal-
lot and are routinely approved.  The county 
maintains an excellent bond rating and its 
spending is limited by a property tax cap.

Question F would require candidates for 
county council to be county residents for one 
year.  G would require non-discrimination in 
hiring county employees or contractors.   
H would designate council members as full-
time residents for the purpose of compensa-
tion.  I would set forth duties of the county 
auditor.  J would limit temporary appoint-
ments to a maximum of one year.  K provides 
authorization to establish a charter review 
commission every four years. 

–JG
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When you’re wondering what to plant in your 
garden, fall is a good time to begin thinking and 
planning. Here are some guidelines:

Some residents have opted to plant ornamen-
tal shrubs to fill most of their space, with perhaps 
room for a patch of annuals to provide summer-
long color. The shrubs should need minimal care 
– a renewal pruning every 3-4 years or a light an-
nual haircut. Annuals, of course, must be planted 
in mid-spring each year and will need little care 
beyond occasional removal of spent blooms and 
weeds.

Other people may also include shrubs but 
want a greater diversity of plants in their gardens. 
They aim for an assortment of perennials in order 
to display a variety of leaf textures and shapes 
and bloom colors and times; each plant will have 
a shorter blooming period, unlike the annuals, 
which will bloom most of the summer.

Some people want nothing but annuals – 
which may include vegetables – their aim is a 
mass of blooms or colored foliage as long as 
possible.

And of course, some gardeners want a bit of 
everything, adding bulbs and annuals to their mix 
of shrubs and perennials.

What about cost and maintenance?
Shrubs (if deer-resistant): most expensive to 

install but pretty permanent; if bloomers, color for 
a short period; requiring least maintenance. Best 
planted in fall.

Perennials (if deer-resistant): some initial ex-
pense, mostly permanent; short bloom period; 

Annuals, Perennials  
and/or Shrubs?

requiring some cleanup, especially in fall, and 
more likely to need weeding. (Bulbs – a cheap 
perennial with limited bloom period but often at 
a welcome time.) Best planted in fall or spring.

Annuals (if deer-resistant): low expense but 
must be bought annually; provide best color all 
summer but need weeding and a fall cleanup. 
Best planted in mid-late spring.

So - what kind of a gardener are you?

Resident Julia Castillo is an enthusiastic 
baseball fan who rooted for the New York Yan-
kees when she lived in New York but switched 
her allegiance to the Baltimore Orioles when she 
moved to this area.

Recently Julia and her daughter went to Bal-
timore’s Camden Yards, where the Orioles were 
playing the Yankees, who were now “the enemy” 
in Julia’s view.  And indeed there was enemy 
action: A foul popup struck Julia in the head, 
resulting in a mild concussion and nine stitches.  
She is still recovering.

The Orioles gave her two free tickets for next 
season, which she plans to use – but for seats 
behind the screen.

In a happier Collington baseball story, Adam 
Kolarek, grand-nephew of Frances Kolarek, 
made his major league debut as a pitcher for the 
Tampa Bay Rays.  In a memorable game, he 
came on against the Yankees in the ninth inning 
with the bases loaded and no outs.   He retired 
all three batters he faced, striking out two of 
them, to preserve a narrow Tampa Bay win. 

– GN

Baseball Tales,  
Painful and Otherwise



On Sept. 25, candidates for Residents Asso-
ciation leadership positions were introduced at a 
forum organized by the Nominating Committee.  
Committee Chair Joyce Garrison is third from 
right.  The candidates are Lois Brown, Presi-

dent; Nadine Hathaway, First Vice President; 
Sue Regen, Second Vice President; Judy Col-
lins, Secretary, and Linda Ewald, Treasurer.  All 
were duly elected.  Photo by Marian Fuchs.

Leadership Candidates Introduced

On Oct. 4 Collingtonians celebrated our 30th anniversary with a lively party attended by Kendal 
CEO Sean Kelly (See p. 1).  Among those honored were the Collington Pioneers – residents who 
have been here since the earliest day – including Al Folop, above left.  A giant ice sculpture, above 
right, helped set the festive mood.  Photos by Joyce Koch.

Collington Marks its 30th


