
Over the last 12 months, as Collington 
turned 30, the community acquired a 
new dining venue and new leadership of 
the Residents Association.  Our CEO an-
nounced his coming departure; a search 
was launched for his successor. Amid 
change, residents remained active and 
involved, validating the slogan, “Life 
happens here.”  Following are some highlights 
of the year as reported in the pages of the Col-
lingtonian (minus July and August, months when 
we don’t publish).

January – The year begins with good news 
on the philanthropic front: Residents donated a 
record $255,000 to the Employee Appreciation 
Fund.  A bequest by resident Stuart Ramsey left 
$400,000 to the Collington Foundation Scholar-
ship Fund. Mary and Howard Frank, daughter 
and son-in-law of Frances Kolarek, donated 
$100,000 to the Foundation in honor of Fran-
ces’s 100th birthday.

Extensive research by Peggy Latimer un-
earths details of Collington’s prehistory, includ-
ing the lives of slaves on the property in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 

Pat Johns leads an effort to update the li-
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brary’s collection of resident profiles.

Record cold freezes Collington’s lake.

February – In observance of Black 
History Month, the Collingtonian pub-
lishes the stories of our African-American 
veterans, many of whom served while 

the armed forces were segregated, or 
encountered discrimination in the Jim 

Crow South.  Eloise Branche relates her memo-
ries of a segregated park in her home town of 
Staunton, Va.  Carl Koch tells the story of the 
Washington Redskins’ first African-American 
player.

March – To mark Women’s History Month 
and the #metoo movement, the Collingtonian 
surveys residents about their encounters with 
sexual harassment or abuse. Responses are 
received from 119 residents, many of whom 
report – sometimes in graphic detail – that they 
suffered either or both.

Residents surveyed by an outside organiza-
tion regarding their satisfaction with Collington 
generally report positive feelings, but also some 
concerns, notably about medical issues.

The 30th anniversary celebration kicks off with 
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a festive fashion show featuring residents and 
staff modeling clothes with the “30” logo.

April – The Landing, Collington’s long-await-
ed second dining venue, opens to rave reviews.

Dora Gray becomes the new director of nurs-
ing in a month that contains National Nursing 
Week.  A luncheon honors the many residents 
who have been nurses. 

Bob Milford visits his native Australia to be 
honored in a ceremony celebrating World War II 
veterans.

May – Thanks to a Foundation grant, the 
Courtyard is revitalized and becomes the site 
of monthly gatherings featuring refreshments 
and music by the Kolling Katz, the resident jazz 
ensemble.

Cottages and apartments receive door sen-
sors that alert Security if doors aren’t opened 
for an extended period – an important reason to 
alert management about planned absences from 
Collington.

June – A Collington tradition is continued 
with the model boat regatta on the lake, won by 
Dick Garrison piloting “Priscilla,” a craft named 
in honor of Collington’s long-time Clock Tower 
receptionist. 

“Evening in Paris,” a French-themed gala, 
raises $70,000 for the Collington Foundation.

National Nursing Home Month is observed 
with a display of art, mostly by Creighton Center 
residents, in the Arbor.

Under the leadership of Rob Reigle, Colling-
ton’s information technology manager, the au-
dio-visual system in the Auditorium, is upgraded 
and simplified, with the aim of expanding the 
number of residents qualified to operate it.

2018 from p. 1 September – Bob Dill, formerly a cook at the 
U.S. Vice President’s residence, joins the Land-
ing staff.

Bill Preston retires after seven years as the 
Collingtonian’s garden columnist.  Alice Nicolson 
replaces him.

Readers of mysteries applaud a library project 
to label whodunnit series with numbers so they 
can be read in order. 

Thanks to the work of Julia Freeman, all past 
issues of the Collingtonian are now online at  
collingtonresidents.org

 October – CEO Marvell Adams announces 
that he will be leaving Collington to become 
Chief Operating Officer of the Kendal Corp. 
He will remain, however, until his successor is 
named, probably spring 2019.

Kendal CEO Sean Kelly attends Collington’s 
30th anniversary party.

see 2018, p.10
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Paul and Lynn McManamen:  
White House Volunteers
By Mary Bird

Lynn was born in the District 
of Columbia, graduated from 
St. Anthony School, married 
her first husband there, had two 
sons and a daughter, and remained in the District 
and Maryland all her life.  When her children were 
in grade school, she ran a day care center in her 
home.  Later, a friend suggested Lynn respond to 
a need at Trinity Episcopal Church in Upper Marl-
boro for an administrative assistant.  Lynn worked 
there for 16 years and knows Collington resident 
Larry Harris from that time.

For 30 years, Lynn worked with the Upper 
Marlboro Meals on Wheels program.  She started 
by coordinating drivers and ended up taking on 
the duties of all the officers when those people 
moved on or became incapacitated.  At one point, 
Paul, a widower, read Lynn’s call for drivers in his 
parish bulletin and decided to volunteer.  Thus he 
met and married Lynn, also widowed.

Paul was born on a remote 
ranch in Wyoming.  It was so 
remote, in fact, that the “place of 
birth” on his birth certificate was 
a post office that disappeared 
long ago.  However, the two-room 
homestead cabin where he lived 

with his parents and three siblings is still there af-
ter 100 years.  In his early school days, Paul and 
his sister rode to school in a homemade horse-
drawn sled.  Later, Paul skied to school in the 
winter and rode the five miles on horseback in the 
summer.  Lynn and her kids loved to hear about 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

Paul’s early days in Wyoming.

After high school, Paul enlisted in the Air Force 
and served four years, then transitioned to a civil-
ian job at the Rocket Propulsion Laboratory at 
Edwards Air Force Base in California.  He decided 
to attend college while still working, enduring five 
years of driving 100 miles round trip to work, and 
another 140 miles round trip to West Coast Uni-
versity School of Engineering in Los Angeles.  He 
finished two Bachelor of Science degrees: one in 
electrical engineering, the second in mechanical 
engineering. 

Paul applied for a three-year career develop-
ment opportunity at Andrews Air Force base.  He 
and his first wife, Charlotte, liked Maryland so 
much that they decided to stay.  Also, Charlotte, a 
volunteer at the White House, didn’t want to leave.  
In 1988, Paul’s boss assigned him to respond to 
a senator seeking advice on space technology.  
In this way, Paul met and worked for Sen. Dan 
Quayle the year he was elected Vice President.

After Paul retired, he joined Charlotte volunteer-
ing at the White House, reading and categorizing 
letters from children to President George H.W. 
Bush.  Paul remembers one letter threatening the 
President, which he immediately passed to secu-
rity as instructed.

When George W. Bush was elected Presi-
dent, Paul was asked to volunteer again, and 
Lynn joined him.  They enjoyed the “perks” –  the 
Christmas party for White House volunteers, and 
a chance to enjoy a performance from the Presi-
dential Box at the Kennedy Center.  Due to their 
many years of volunteer and charity work, Paul 
and Lynn were presented the “Volunteer of the 
Year” award by First Lady Laura Bush.

Paul is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and Lynn is a member of the Ladies Auxiliary.  
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John and Cristol Fleming:  
Lawyer and ‘Famous Story-
teller’
By Marion Robbins

Born in Los Angeles, Cris 
moved to Washington in 1940 
when her father got a job with the 

Treasury Department. She lived in Kensington, 
Falls Church and then in Chevy Chase. When she 
was a junior in high school, Jon, who was born in 
Normal, Ill., and lived in Chevy Chase, asked her 
to go to the prom with him.

She had already promised to go with someone 
else, but her mother told her to follow her heart. 
Thus began a love story.

Cris and Jon were married at 
the beginning of their senior year 
in college in 1955. They were 
20 years old. Jon, a philosophy 
major at Yale, had to ask permis-
sion from the Dean to live off 
campus. They lived in a base-
ment apartment. and Cris did some temporary 
work until she found a job in a day care center. 
She had studied at Bates College in Maine, where 
she loved modern dance but decided to major 
in child psychology. She worked part time at a 
nursery school on campus for faculty children and 
found that she was really good at working with 
youngsters. 

Meanwhile, Jon graduated from Yale and they 
moved to Bennington, Vt., so that Cris could com-
plete her education at Bennington College. She 
got a job at the public library, where she initiated a 
Story Time for Kids, telling the stories rather than 
reading them. This was so successful that she 
was known as “Crissy Fleming, Famous Story-
teller.”

Then Jon’s good luck started. Searching for 
work, he went to the local newspaper, the Ben-

Once a week they help run a Bingo night at St.  
Mary’s School in Upper Marlboro, raising funds 
for the homeless and other charitable projects for 
the Knights.  Each year they help cook and serve 
a picnic for an organization for the blind, held 
at Watkins Park.  Through the Auxiliary, Lynn 
has adopted a seminarian to support and send 
Christmas cheer. The food program supported 
by the Knights is the same supported by Collin-
gton’s sandwich-making group.  When Lynn has 
recovered from a series of health setbacks, she 
and Paul plan to join Collington’s group.

This past Thanksgiving, Lynn and Paul were 
in charge of a Parish project, collecting 25 tur-
keys and 25 pies for the Sisters of Charity soup 
kitchen.  They also buy and prepare bags  
(plastic inside paper) in large quantities for the 
Upper Marlboro Food Bank distribution program 
at Trinity Church.

Lynn and Paul heard about Collington from 
Tommy Harper, a resident here.  They were 
ready to leave their house, with its large yard and 
stairs.  They also were attracted to the services 
offered at Collington.  Neither of them wanted to 
move far from Upper Marlboro or Lynn’s children, 
two of whom live locally.  Lynn’s oldest son and 
his family (wife Sharon, two granddaughters, and 
one great granddaughter) live in West Virginia.  
When they come in for Redskins games, Lynn 
and Paul get to babysit their youngest grand-
daughter, Julia.  Family visits are frequent, too.

At Collington, Lynn and Paul both take 
exercise for arthritis.  Paul is in a memoir writing 
class, sharing his stories to the delight of Lynn 
and his family. 

Newcomers from p. 3
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nington Banner, to buy a “job wanted” ad. It was 
a Saturday and the office was closed. However, 
the employees were waiting for the first copies 
to come off the press. Jon poked his head in and 
happened to talk to the prospective new owner, 
who asked him how much he was thinking of 
earning. Jon lowered his price to $45 a week. “I 
wasn’t thinking that low, but you are hired,” the 
new owner told him. 

This led to Jon and Cris finding a wonderful 
little cottage, where they lived for a year while Cris 
finished her course. After that, Jon was drafted 
into the Army. They moved to Fort Jackson in 
Columbia, S.C., where he became a clerk typist 
assigned to the Courts and Boards Section, the 
legal arm of the army. He mostly dealt with AWOL 
cases, but he was exposed to lawyers who were 
enlisted men like him, and he realized that he 
wanted to study law. 

Jon enrolled in Law School at Columbia Uni-
versity and they started looking for a place to live. 
They had two children by then. The university 
held places for students to live in public housing, 
but they had to be residents of New York City in 
order to qualify. They were able to rent a small 
apartment in a residential hotel for a while and 
then moved on to public housing, into a racially in-
tegrated community. Jon became politically active 
and worked with the wife of Congressman Bill 
Ryan, getting out the vote and becoming deeply 
involved in civil rights. Meanwhile, Cris took night-
time classes at Bank Street School of Education, 
and had another child.

Because of his knowledge about racial rela-
tions, Jon got a job in 1964 working for the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights. He worked there for 
nine years, and later worked for Sen. Alan Crans-
ton, D-Calif., for 14 years. Cris got a job teaching 
at the Green Acres School, where their children 
attended school.

In 1968, after Martin Luther King Jr. was assas-

sinated and the Poor People’s Campaign was 
camped at the Mall in Washington, Cris ran a day 
care program for children. She later got a certifi-
cate from the Natural History Field Studies, iden-
tifying plants and teaching children about them. 
Later, she worked for the Audubon Naturalist So-
ciety, initiating programs for preschool children.

Cris and Jon have three children living in 
Reston, Cape Cod and Glenwood Springs, Col., 
and they have seven grandchildren. They moved 
to Collington from Chevy Chase and love the 
grounds and taking walks. They particularly like 
the weekly Sunday gatherings of the 1000 cluster 
residents, where they enjoy sipping wine and 
getting to learn more about Collington and their 
neighbors.

Dave and Nancy Honeyford: 
One-Time Softball Opponents
By Pat Bozeman

The Honeyfords pretty much 
knew about Collington from its 
inception, having lived in their Bowie home for 
50 years until they made their move here with 
their Havanese dog, Finnegan. Several of their 
friends from the Christian Community Presbyte-
rian Church already lived at Collington, and theirs 
was a two- or three-year process, working with 
Sandy Short to find just the right cottage.

Dave was born in Philadelphia and grew up 
there. His Army service was spent in Colorado 
as the Korean War was winding down. The ar-
mistice was signed before he was shipped over-
seas to fight as an infantryman, so instead his 
division remained in Colorado and was trained in 
mountain fighting techniques. He took a degree 
in geography at Penn State University and was 

see Newcomers, p.8
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Joyce Koch gets a hug from check recipient Robin Robotham of the dining staff.  
Lois Brown and Eloise Scott look on.  Photo by Bud Gardiner.

A Facili-
ties employ-
ee shook my 
hand when 
I gave him 
his check, 
looked me in 
the eye and 
said, “Thank 
you. I can 
get my car 
fixed now.” 
Another 
said, “Wow, 
this will 
make Christ-
mas special. 
Thank you.” 
And with that 
I got a huge 
bear hug!

Gratitude was the overwhelming feeling of 
the day in early December, when 281 employ-
ees received a total of $275,000 in employee 
appreciation checks. These funds came as the 
result of the generosity of Collington residents 
who responded to the Residents Association 
fund drive.

The amount of each check is based on a 
formula that considers the number of years an 
employee has worked here, combined with the 
number of hours worked in the last year. Ac-
cording to Linda Ewald, Treasurer of the Resi-
dents Association, the largest check was re-
ceived by a kitchen employee who has worked 

Employee Appreciation Fund Hits New High
By Mike McCulley

at Collington 
for 29 years.

This fund 
is about 
people – 
residents ex-
pressing in a 
very tangible 
way their 
thanks and 
appreciation 
for the efforts 
of Collington 
employees 
to make our 
lives more 
pleasant and 
comfortable.

But for 
the number 

crunchers among us, there is a lot of interest-
ing data. Of the 330 donors, 109 gave $1,000 
or more. The number of these generous gifts 
increases every year. In 2014, for example, the 
total raised was $211,000 with 87 gifts of $1,000 
or more. And each year the fund totals break 
new ground, with increases from 4 to 10 percent 
in recent years. This year’s total represented a 
6.6 percent boost over 2017.

Clearly, one of the happiest days of the year 
at Collington is when the Employee Apprecia-
tion checks are distributed. That joy is not lim-
ited to the employees. For those of us who have 
been fortunate enough to help distribute the 
checks, the fulfilling experience is one we will 
never forget.
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Music, Music, Music!

December saw musical programs of all sorts. The Collington Singers, pictured here in rehearsal under the 
direction of Marilyn Haskel, presented their Christmas concert on Dec. 14 and 15, with capacity crowds for both 
performances. They had instrumental accompaniment by two residents: Steve Woodbury on violin Dec. 14 and 

Don Zelman on clarinet, at right, the following night. Photos by Marian Fuchs.

On Dec. 5 Shuai Wang, a doctoral 
student at the University of 

Maryland School of Music, gave 
a virtuoso classical performance, 
one of several events arising from 
Collington’s partnership with UMd.

Photo by Peter Pfund



8         The Collingtonian         January 2019

employed at the Defense Industrial 
Supply Center in Philadelphia.

Nancy was born in Portsmouth, 
Va., into a Navy family, so moves 
were frequent. When her dad was 
away, the family often stayed with 
relatives in New Jersey. She graduated from 
Frankfort High School in Philadelphia, after which 
she attended an area secretarial school and also 
was employed at the Defense Industrial Supply 
Center. The year was 1963, and it was during a 
company softball game that Nancy and Dave, 
playing on opposing teams, met each other. They 
were married the following year.

In 1966, the Honeyfords moved to New Car-
rolton, where Dave had taken a new position with 
the Naval Supply Systems Command, eventually 
becoming budget officer. Nancy stayed at home 
with their son and daughter until they were old 
enough to stay by themselves after school. She 
then went to work as the executive assistant for 
about 20 years for the president of SFA, an engi-
neering firm. When Dave retired, she became a 
part-time administrative secretary and librarian at 
the American Institute of Physics in College Park.

Dave and Nancy are near their daughter, 
whose family also lives in Maryland. Their son 
and his family reside in Connecticut. Besides en-
joying travel to countries such as New Zealand, 
Ireland and Italy in their retirement years, the 
Honeyfords especially treasure annual family va-
cations at the seaside or mountains with their chil-
dren and four grandchildren – a tradition they’ve 
looked forward to for the past 21 years, since their 
first grandchild was a baby.

Often new residents share a tidbit that other 
Collingtonians may not know about them. Dave 
shared a doozy of a story. On an evening when 

Newcomers from p. 5 Nancy was out, Dave fixed himself a can of 
chicken stew for supper. When she returned, he 
reported that it tasted absolutely terrible, but he 
ate it anyway. Immediately, Nancy knew what 
happened: Dave had eaten the dog’s dinner!

Anita Myers:  
Miniatures Led to Collington
By Pat Bozeman

Born in Baltimore proper, Anita 
grew up and attended schools in 
the metropolitan Baltimore area 
and pursued journalism in her 
college studies.  She enjoys writing and has had 
articles and photography published in several 
miniaturist magazines. Currently, she is work-
ing on her father’s memoirs from World War II; 
he served in North Africa and Europe, and had 
many interesting adventures which he wrote 
about contemporaneously and later in life.  

Anita’s employment history has been very 
diverse, including positions at Martin Marietta 
during the Gemini and Apollo space programs 
and also the Department of Defense at the Na-
tional Security Agency.  In more recent years, 
she served as a senior customer service agent 
with Flying Tigers, a cargo airline named after the 
Flying Tigers fighting unit of World War II fame, 
and later as a senior customer service agent with 
Baltimore Gas & Electric.  

When based at the Baltimore-Washington In-
ternational Airport, she had occasion to fly to the 
west coast and other US cities for seminars and 
specialist training.  A fun fact from those days: 
Once, on a flight to Chicago, she was riding in 
the cockpit jump-seat when the pilot asked if she 
would like to take the controls of his 727 aircraft 
“somewhere out over Indiana… Of course, the 
autopilot was on!” she quickly added and went 
on to say, “The Federal Aviation Administration 

see Newcomers, p.10
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Church from 1978 to 1992.  
The church is a favorite for 
presidents because of its 
location just across H street 
from the White House.  It is 
especially attractive to Presi-
dents, like Bush, who are 
Episcopalian.

Tim said Bush and his 
family were relatively regularly church goers.  For 
members of the St John’s congregation, that was 
a mixed message.  Although members of the con-
gregation are always pleased to see one of their 
most powerful members, security procedures are 
cumbersome. 

Tim and Jim said Bush tried to minimize the 
disruption for other worshipers.

A photo of Jim and Tim, with Bush and his wife 
Barbara, is included in a display of pictures of 
Collingtonian residents with heads of state and 
government.  This is one of an occasional series 
about the stories behind these pictures.

Amid the hyper-partisan 
politics of the early 21st centu-
ry, it is easy to forget that just 
a few years ago, Democrats 
and Republicans could get 
along with each other, at least 
when no truly controversial 
laws were on the table.

Two future Collingtonians 
– Jim Holmes and Tim Sabin – enjoyed a sample 
of the way things used to be when they were in-
vited to the White House Christmas party in 1991 
during the George H.W. Bush administration.  
Although both Jim and Tim describe themselves 
as “lifelong Democrats,” they came away from the 
event praising Bush as a gracious host.

“We were face to face with him (in a formal 
receiving line) for about 30 seconds,” Tim said.  
“but for that 30 seconds, you felt you had his full 
attention.”

The White House invitation came because Jim 
was the associate rector of St. John’s Episcopal 

A Civil Encounter Across Party Lines
By Norman Kempster

Board Chair’s Update on CEO Search
By George Newman

reporting directly to the Executive Director.)
“Diversified reported that the meeting with the 

residents was very engaging and raised some of 
the same concerns and hopes for the future.  Di-
versified is currently in the process of individually 
interviewing by telephone each Board mem-
ber.  Following these interviews Diversified will 
produce a ‘position description’ that will include 
all the input received from the various groups re-
garding the desired qualities of the new executive 
director.  It is this position description which will 
be the basis for hiring a new executive director,” 
the Board chair concluded.  (On Feb. 1, a special 
community meeting will feature an update from 
the Search Committee.)

Mike Nolin, chair of the Collington Board of 
Trustees, reports that Diversified Search, the firm 
working with Collington on the search for a new 
CEO, received about 70 individual responses to 
the survey distributed to residents in the fall.

“There were a few major threads to the re-
sponses” Nolin wrote in an email: “1) the need 
to complete the changes underway regarding 
the health center; 2) anxiousness about the high 
level of staff turnover; 3) the need for the new 
executive director to be present to residents and 
engaging with residents regarding their needs.”

  Since the survey was taken, “Diversified has 
also conducted stakeholder meetings with resi-
dents (Resident Association leaders and Operat-
ing Committee chairs), employees and middle 
managers, and the staff leadership team (those 
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2018 from p. 2

Collington’s collaboration with the University 
of Maryland School of Music enters its second 
year with the appointment of two new resident 
interns: clarinetist Melissa Morales and pianist 
Ria Yang.

November – Lois Brown succeeds Pat 
Howard as President of the Residents Associa-
tion.  Nadine Hathaway becomes First Vice 
President, replacing Helen Lauck.  Sue Regen 
takes the Second Vice President position, which 
had been held by the late Joan Smith. Judy Col-
lins and Linda Ewald continue as Secretary and 
Treasurer.

Veterans Day articles honor Collington’s 
women vets and recall Rob Slawson’s close-up 
view of World War II in the Pacific.

Future Collington residents were present at 
the creation of pickleball, which today has a de-
voted player in Norma Taylor.

Even more unusual than pickleball are the 
past pursuits of Collington residents: bungee 
jumping by Helen and John Hindinger, and au-
tocross driving by Martha Wilder.

December – A giant (artificial) Christmas tree 
is raised in the Courtyard, replacing the indoor 
tree in the Clock Tower.

A Collingtonian survey finds that the propor-
tion of electric and hybrid cars driven by resi-
dents is triple the average for Maryland, which 
is itself well above the national average.

Ben Hutchinson recounts the history and op-
eration of Collington’s amateur radio station.

After 11 years as head of the Interiors 
Group, Anne Stone steps down in favor of Ruth 
Schrock.  The group enjoys expanded storage 
space on the first floor.

Newcomers from p. 8

would’ve taken a very dim view of that, had they 
known!”

Anita’s late first husband was a minister, and 
her second husband, also deceased, was a 
computer analyst for the Anne Arundel Board of 
Education. They met while square dancing.  A son 
lives in Florida and a daughter is in North Caro-
lina.  Anita has five grandchildren, ages 7 to 20.

She and Pat Johns have been friends for over 
20 years and were charter members of the Inch 
by Inch Miniature Club in Annapolis, and it was 
through Pat that Anita learned about Collington. 
When her second husband passed away and 
she found that she didn’t really want to shoulder 
the upkeep of her house in Arnold, Md., along 
with the pool and property, she looked at other 
communities online and also considered a move 
to Florida to be closer to her son.  In the end, 
knowing Pat, the pull to the overall friendliness of 
Collington and the nearness to old friends in the 
general area won the day. Anita made her move 
to Collington in June 2018 and has been happy 
she did so.

Anita publishes a quarterly regional newsletter 
for The National Association of Miniature Enthu-
siasts and is the president of the Inch by Inch 
Miniature Club of Annapolis.  While she enjoys 
a number of hobbies, including making and col-
lecting doll-house miniatures, gardening, writing, 
playing her piano, working on needlework and 
sewing, Anita has other things claiming her time 
right now.  She recently completed the sale of 
her home in Arnold, and has now taken on the 
responsibility as Collington’s Third Floor Leader.  
The only activity she’s had time to pursue is the 
Camera Club, which she finds very stimulating, 
but Anita looks forward to more of Collington’s 
offerings in the future. 
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Common names work just fine in a common 
culture, but not always across cultures. That’s 
why we gardeners have to deal with Latin 
names to be sure of getting the plant we have in 
mind. 

We can thank a Swede, Carl von Linne (Lin-
naeus in Latin), for coming up with a pretty 
foolproof system for naming plants using bino-
mials in Latin – the common language among 
educated people in Europe for many centuries. 
Before his system, each kind of plant would be 
described using a list of its characteristics and 
ways it differed from similar plants – a polyno-
mial. In the Linnaean system, the first part of 
the name (capitalized) would refer to the plant’s 
genus. The second part (lower case) would be 
the species epithet, often descriptive or referring 
to where the plant was to be found. 

Of course, there may be many kinds of re-
lated plants with the same generic name, and a 
huge number of plants using the same epithet, 
but only one kind of plant in all the world will 
have a combination of a given genus and spe-
cies epithet. Thus, if we asked for a white oak 
from that rare European who did not speak Eng-
lish, we would get blank looks from a Spaniard 
(who knows it as roble blanco) or a German 
(weisse Eiche) unless we used the universal 
scientific language and called it Quercus alba.

Common names can lead us astray in many 
ways – tulip poplars are neither tulips (Tulipa) 
nor poplars (Populus) but rather the lyrically 
named Liriodendron tulipifera, a magnolia rela-
tive. In the same vein, pink-flowered Magnolia 
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soulangeana is commonly called the tulip tree 
– but so is the tulip poplar! Using their Latin 
names will avoid serious disappointment. And 
if you’re looking for a tidy evergreen ground 
cover, we call strawberry begonia, don’t expect 
to find it with the strawberries (Fragaria) or the 
begonias (Begonia) because it’s actually the 
totally unrelated Saxifraga stolonifera.

Even within the scientific community people 
get things wrong all the time. Linnaeus goofed 
in some of his geographical species epithets, 
which is why we’re stuck with Asclepias syriaca 
for the common roadside milkweed of North 
America, and Scilla peruviana for the handsome 
cultivated blue-flowered bulb native to Spain. 
Those names will never be ‘corrected’ because 
the International Code of Botanical Nomencla-
ture follows the rule of priority, and the begin-
ning date for plant names is 1753, the date Lin-
naeus published Species Plantarum. The only 
way Linnaeus’s names can be (and have been) 
changed is if later workers think he got his clas-
sification wrong -- for example, that the Atlantic 
white-cedar did not belong in the cypress genus 
(Cupressus thyoides) but in a different group, 
the false-cypresses (Chamaecyparis thyoides). 
Even then, Linnaeus’ species epithet had to be 
retained in its new classification. Credit must 
always be given!

Names are important – especially in our 
increasingly international culture. Witness the 
difficulty I heard of when an Indian lady de-
cided to make trifle, that delightful dessert so 
popular with the British. The recipe called for 
ladyfingers, which to her meant okra... so you 
can imagine the sad results when slender green 
pods were used in place of the intended sweet 
spongy cakes! 



Collington’s festive holiday party, Dec. 
19, featured a visit by Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, aka Clarita Ricketts and Dennis 
Evans. Photo by Joyce Koch.

The New Year’s Eve celebration got 
numerous residents on the dance 
floor, including Ernie Blake and Marilyn 
Haskel. Photo by Jim Holmes.

Sue Embree was among those 
clearly enjoying the New Year’s Eve 
repast. Photo by Joyce Koch.

Holiday Joy at Collington


