
She is the go-to person on Col-
lington’s staff.  Go to her with a who-
what-when-where-or how question 
and she knows the answer.  “What 
would the place do without her? 
Crumble, I guess,” Tim Sabin muses. 

As you have surmised, the subject 
is Karen Cheney, who has 27 years’ 
experience on our administrative 
staff, arriving while Gail Kohn, a 
founding force and our first CEO, was 
in charge.  Gail remembers:

“Within months of her arrival Karen proved 
to be an amazing person.  Very well organized 
herself, she kept me organized and her affable 
personality made it easy for everyone who came 
in contact with her.”

Karen estimates that she has worked for 10 
different CEO’s, most of them during the gloomy 
years when we partnered with Life Care Services. 

As a result of our association with Kendal, the 
sun shone again.

When Marvell Adams became CEO, he “soon 
discovered a deeply valuable repository of infor-
mation existed within Karen Cheney,” he recalled.  
Marvell promoted her from Administrative As-
sistant to Chief of Administration, remarking that 
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Collington Without Her? Unthinkable!
by Frances Kolarek

see Karen, p.2

Karen Cheney

“She is the first person to hold that 
title at Collington.”

Karen’s talent for diplomacy struck 
Gail Kohn, who remarked, “She 
remembered names, faces and per-
sonal details, but shared that trove of 
information only when the recipient 
needed to know.”

Over the years Karen has adapted 
to many changes.  “Her willingness to 
take on new assignments made her a 

joy to have as a colleague,” Gail recalled.
Today Karen is responsible for seeing that the 

Clock Tower reception area is staffed, a job that 
has recently taken on new dimensions with the in-
crease in the number of packages, with residents 
using Amazon as never before to shop online and 
the accumulation of boxes in the reception area 
exceeds available storage space.  Hence the 
pleas to pick up yours ASAP.

Karen informs us via telephone and e-mail 
when power outages, phone failures and other 
such inconveniences arise.

She oversees Bianca Williams’ many jobs, 
including putting together the Courier, for one.  
It is Karen who will make decisions about the 
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Courier’s appearance based on resident wishes 
expressed through replies to a recent survey. 
Scheduling trips and arranging SAGE classes are 
also among Bianca’s jobs.

Karen attends all Board meetings and takes 
and transcribes minutes for all Board Committees.  

Then there’s the business of answering those 
questions we pepper her with.

Karen is not one to blow her own horn.  “I was 
born in Heidelberg, Germany into an Army family 
and led a peripatetic life until my father retired 
when I was in high school and the family settled 
in Maryland,” she says.  Today she and her 
husband live in Anne Arundel County and are the 
parents of two grown sons, both in the hospitality 
business.

As for her spare time, “We’re looking to build 
a swimming pool this summer, so I hope to be 
relaxing in my backyard quite a bit,” she says.

Karen from p. 1

Collington resident Sue Embree was 
honored along with other surviving “Code 
Girls” – the young women who helped 
break Japanese codes during World War 
II – at the Library of Congress on March 22.  
NBC’s “Sunday Today” program featured 
the event, and Sue, on March 31.

The “Code Girls Reunion” was part of the 
Library’s Veterans History Project, and also 
marked Women’s History Month.  Among 
the speakers was Liza Mundy, author of 
Code Girls: The Untold Story of the Ameri-
can Women Code Breakers of World War II. 
Ms. Mundy appeared at Collington last year 
under the aegis of the Speakers Committee.

For more on Sue’s wartime exploits, see 
the June 2015 Collingtonian. - GN

Collington’s 
‘Code Girl’

Fêted



  April 2019 The Collingtonian 3

see Arts, p.9

Editor’s Note: A letter in the February Collingtonian took 
us to task for omitting the arts from a summary of the year’s 
events. The following aims to correct that oversight.

Collington is unusually fortunate in its quantity 
and quality of arts entertainment, both music and 
drama.

Drama productions are under the aegis of Tim 
Sabin, as is the annual Talent Show and the popu-
lar evening of Trivial Pursuit. Marilyn Haskel di-
rects the Collington Singers and the Singers Small 
Group; Carol Kempske (featured in the March 
Collingtonian) has, for many years, coordinated 
the Sunday concerts; the Candlelight Concerts 
are sponsored by the Collington Foundation and 
coordinated by Larry Harris; and the Friday Morn-
ing Music Club’s events are coordinated by Louise 
Huddleston. In addition to these groups, Collington 
has been blessed now with two pairs of University 
of Maryland resident graduate students, who not 
only have played their own recitals, but have ar-
ranged for other UMD students and faculty to per-
form here. And we can’t forget Don Lewis’s Kolling-
Katz, who add their special music to many campus 
events, as well as the several residents whose 
talent makes Happy Hour even happier in the Ivy 
Lounge. Here are the highlights of 2018:
January opened with a Sunday concert with Bill 
Wright on clarinet and Robert Redd on piano, pre-
senting a tribute to Benny Goodman, followed a 
few days later by a Candlelight Concert featuring 
the Valor Brass, a horn quintet. The Drama Com-
mittee offered “The Sound of Musicale,” with instru-
mentalists, solo music and audience sing-alongs 
to favorite Broadway tunes reminiscent of the Aus-
trian Alps.
February got under way with an African-American 
History Month concert with pianist Jeanie Warden 
Jarrett. A Sunday concert featured the Anacostia 
String Quartet, consisting of UMD students, while 
another concert welcomed symphonic cellist Drew 
Owen.

A Year’s Worth of Arts and Drama
By Pat Bozeman

March kicked off Women’s History Month with jazz 
vocalist Christiana Drapkin performing from the 
repertoire of some of the greatest female vocalists. 
UMD music intern Samantha Flores coordinated an 
afternoon of female singers, instrumentalists and 
a conductor to perform and discuss the challenges 
they face. She also presented a cello recital for a 
Sunday concert, while another Sunday concert fea-
tured UMD intern Matt Rynes on clarinet, Samantha 
on cello and Ying-Shan Su on piano. Mid-month 
saw the performance of “Judicial Restraint,” two 
one-act plays by Judge Ron Tochterman, directed 
by Tim Sabin. A Candlelight Concert closed out the 
month with soprano Emily Casey singing pieces 
from the operatic and operetta repertoire, as well as 
favorites from the Great American Song Book and 
jazz standards from the 1940s.
April’s first concert highlighted UMD School of Mu-
sic faculty violinist Irina Muresanu, playing material 
from her new album. “A Night at the Opera” was 
the theme of a program by vocalist José Sacin, and 
the Friday Morning Music Club’s final concert of the 
season featured a flautist, vocalist and pianist per-
forming works by George Gershwin, Ned Rorem 
and Robert Mucynski. 
A pre-Sunday brunch treat was enjoyed by resi-
dents when Samantha and UMD doctoral stu-
dent Molly Jones performed cello duets in the Ivy 
Lounge in mid-April. The Collington Singers closed 
their season with “Spring Concert,” a mix of sacred 
and secular music and a Broadway musical sing-
along. The Greenbelt Wind Ensemble provided an 
hour of “easy listening” in the auditorium. Three 
classical offerings closed out April, including two by 
UMD doctoral students and the third by pianist Fred 
Moyer, a regular performer at Collington. 
May displayed the talents of concert pianist Solo-
mon Eichner, and in mid-month the first- and sec-
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Roger Williams: Long and 
Eventful Air Force Career
By Mary Bird

Roger enlisted in the Air Force 
when he was 16, and over a 28-
year career rose to Chief Master 
Sergeant, the highest noncommissioned rank.

While on his first tour, during the Viet Nam 
War, he served as a flying communicator aboard 
the airborne battlefield Command and Control 
Center. He managed 20 radios, providing aircraft 
communication coordination for fighters, tank-
ers, surveillance aircraft and the ground. During 
his second tour, Roger was communications 
superintendent aboard C-135 aircraft, providing 
secure communication between ships in the Gulf 
of Tonkin and in-country radar.  

Roger flew multiple combat missions during his 
tours in Viet Nam and was awarded the Air Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters.

Between tours in Viet Nam, Roger was a com-
munications technician aboard EC-135c aircraft 
for the Strategic Air Command Airborne Com-
mand Post. His role was to provide communica-
tions in case of nuclear war. Later, at Andrews 
Air Force Base, he was communications superin-
tendent aboard the National Emergency Airborne 
Command Post (NEACP). Roger also was se-
lected to fly as an escort aircrew member aboard 
a Russian IL-62 aircraft carrying Soviet diplomats 
from Gander, Newfoundland to New York.

Subsequently, Roger served at Andrews Air 
Force Base as a communications superinten-
dent for special air missions, and later as Chief 
of Special Air Mission Communications. In that 
capacity, he flew with vice presidents, secretaries 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

of state, first ladies and other officials represent-
ing the United States abroad. He was with a crew 
that flew Vice President Walter Mondale to China 
when George H. W. Bush was ambassador 
there. Among Roger’s mementos are invitations 
to a banquet hosted by the Chinese premier in 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, and an-
other hosted by the Vice President of the United 
States. Among other such flights, Roger ac-
companied First Lady Rosalynn Carter to Quito, 
Ecuador.

After retiring from the Air Force in 1981, Roger 
continued employing his skills with Grey Hawk 
Systems, Inc., a government contractor in Crystal 
City, and other companies. After 9/11 Roger’s 
work for Grey Hawk focused on setting up equip-
ment for counter-intelligence field activities.  

Roger is a trustee of the From the Heart 
Church Ministries church in Waldorf. The church 
helps many people through its food pantry and 
clothing closet.

Roger was born in Moyock, in rural North Car-
olina, and after graduating from high school, lived 
with his older sister in Florida for a year. With the 
Air Force he lived in Massachusetts, Kansas, the 
Azores, Bermuda, Thailand and Germany.

Roger has two sons and a daughter, all living 
within a few miles of Collington, and a stepson 
living in Germany. One sister is deceased. Last 
year Roger moved his other sister from Florida to 
a facility in Crofton. His work with his church and 
attending his sister have has not yet left him much 
time to become active in Collington activities. 

Evan Davey: Census Official and Sportsman
By Mary Bird

Evan Davey loves the outdoors, particularly 
golf and fishing, activities he pursued while ad-
vancing in a career with the Bureau of the Cen-
sus. He’s especially passionate about golf. When 
he can, he plays a full 18 holes three times a 
week.

Evan was born, the fourth of seven children, in 
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Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
Defining the appropriate population to survey and 
determining sample size were among the sensi-
tive parameters that Evan worked on. 

Evan lived on Campus Way South for 13 years 
and in Upper Marlboro for 30 years.  He wit-
nessed growth and changes in Prince George’s 
County.  The community college used to have 
just a few small buildings.  There used to be a 
field and an arena where Largo Metro now sits. 
Central Avenue was a two-lane road. The Enter-
prise Golf Course was farm land.  

Evan satisfies his love of being outdoors by 
fishing on the Patuxent River, and taking an an-
nual summer fishing trip to Ontario.  He golfs 
three times a week with the Bowie Senior Men’s 
Group, and with a group of friends who have 
been golfing together for 35 years.  They travel 
to other states to golf, and have a trip planned for 
Kentucky next month. 

At Collington, Evan joined the Weed Warriors, 
another way to be outdoors.  He also has joined 
the contract bridge group to renew his skills at a 
game he stopped playing over 15 years ago. 

Evan finds Collington a good choice. He didn’t 
mind the xrain and clouds when he lived in Seat-
tle, but after so many years enjoying Maryland’s 
sunshine he decided to retire here.

Elaine Murrell: Labor Department Honors; 
Lake Arbor Activist
By Mary Bird

Elaine Brown Murrell’s father was a school 
principal; her mother, a teacher, taught Elaine in 
the first grade at a four-room Rosenwald School 
in Appie, N.C. Elaine was on track to become a 
teacher until Ann Southern’s situation comedy 
“Private Secretary” came to television. Elaine 
loved the atmosphere of an office as depicted in 
the program. After graduating as valedictorian of 

a two-room cabin in the northern 
Minnesota woods.  When the fami-
ly later moved to Welcome, Mann., 
when he was nine years old, it was 
his first home with indoor plumb-
ing.  The day after he graduated 

from high school, his family moved to Seattle to 
join three of his sisters.

After graduating from Seattle Pacific College, 
Evan was drafted into the Army.  His tour of duty 
was due to end a couple of months after the Gulf 
of Tonkin battle launched the Viet Nam War.  
Rather than transfer him to Viet Nam, the Army 
had him finish his tour at his regular station and 
then sent him home to Seattle.  He’s not sorry 
that he missed Viet Nam.

Evan moved east when the Census Bureau 
recruited him for a statistician position in Philadel-
phia.  While working, he took additional courses 
at St. Joseph’s University to advance his career 
within the Bureau.  From Philadelphia, Evan 
transferred to the Bureau’s headquarters in 
Suitland.  A year later, with the 1970 decennial 
census work expansion, he was detailed to San 
Francisco for a year to set up the main office as 
well as 21 sub-offices serving northern California 
and Nevada.  

Back in Suitland, after the decennial census, 
Evan joined other employees in several after-
work sports teams.  He pitched softball, played 
volleyball, and bowled. The trophy with the best 
memories, enough to warrant bringing it to Collin-
gton, is his booby prize (the rear end of a horse) 
for last place in the duckpin bowling league. 

Evan saw many changes over the years at the 
Census Bureau.  Before 1970, the census was 
gathered primarily by interviewers; afterwards, by 
mail survey, for instance.  Much of his work in-
volved providing survey statistics for agencies of 
the government:  Unemployment statistics for the 
Department of Labor; health surveys for National 
Center for Health Statistics; crime statistics for the 
Department of Justice; housing statistics for the 

see Newcomers, p.10
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Barbara Florini makes a  
final adjustment to the  

Ekphrastic Poetry exhibit.  
Photo by Pat Bozeman.

Ekphrasis – A literary description 
of, or commentary on, a visual 
work of art.

Each April Collington’s Poetry 
Group celebrates National 
Poetry Month by installing a 
bouquet of verses in the third-
floor display cases opposite The 
Landing.

This year’s anthology features 
ekphrastic poetry -- poems 
based on works of art.  The 
idea that literature and visual art 
work similarly goes back to the 
Greeks.  The classic Western 
formulation is that of the Roman 
poet Horace:  Ut pictura poesis, 

Poetry Exhibition Features Link With Art
By Pat Bozeman

“Poetry and painting are alike.”
The Poetry Group’s curated 

selection ranges from Keats’s 
familiar “Ode on a Grecian 
Urn,” to choice works by Rita 
Dove, Rainer Maria Rilke, Ann 
Sexton, Wisława Szymborska, 
William Carlos Williams, and 
others.

Each poem is accompanied 
by an image of the art that in-
spired it.  Again, some works 
are familiar, like Van Gogh’s 
“The Starry Night” and Brue-
gel’s “Landscape with the Fall 
of Icarus.”  Others, less well 
known, are well worth knowing.

It was actually March 18 when green beer 
and good cheer flowed in the Ivy Room, but 
no one minded a day-after celebration of St. 
Patrick. Among those celebrating were Tom 
McCain (above, right) and Joan Lewis (above). 
The crowd was capably served by Yolanda 
Johnson and Ana Amaya (right).  
Photos by Marian Fuchs.

Happiness is Being Irish (For a Day)
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Digestive Diplomacy: A Memoir
First of Two Parts
By Jeanne Slawson

“In the slow climb out of the valley of mutual 
differences, in 1959-60...food served as a cru-
cial bilateral bond.”
Economic Aid and American Policy toward 
Egypt, 1955-1981;William J. Burns

I joined the effort to improve U.S.-
Egyptian relations in September 1960.

“Good Morning, Miss Heffron. Please, you 
can tell me where is stacks -- I don’t know 
stacks.”

Mohammed’s white shirt glows beneath his 
full black mustache. He’s a long way from Egypt, 
and comes in almost daily for language help or 
directions. One of the perks of working for the 
Director of Admissions at the Harvard Business 
School is getting to know students from Oslo to 
Amman. I direct him to the library.

*****
It’s spring 1961. I’ve been helping Moham-

med for several months and he is much better 
acclimated, but appears one day with a different 
request.

“Please, my wife and I are grateful for your 
help and friendship and would like you to take 
dinner with us next Tuesday. We will eat many 
many things.”

I have no idea how prophetic those words 
are. I’m pleased, and curious to meet his wife 
and see their apartment. I know they have little 
money and don’t see how they can afford to 
have anyone for dinner. Also, I’m a bit apprehen-
sive about what I may have to eat. I remember 
a Navy man once telling me he’d had to eat a 
sheep’s eye in the name of international har-
mony.

“I come for you at your office and we walk to-
gether, so you are not lost.”

The next Tuesday we walk in the late after-
noon sunshine over the Charles River Bridge 
into a neighborhood new to me, to an old brick 
apartment building. We trudge to the top floor. 
As we near the end of the hall, a tantalizing 

aroma hangs in the air. If it smells this 
good, can it be too bad?

A tall, graceful woman in flowing 
soft greens and reds opens the door. 
Her friendly brown eyes look out from 

her deep red headscarf. “This is my wife, So-
ahd,” says Mohammed proudly. She gestures us 
in. Her language is smiles.

We sit in the almost empty living room. I ad-
mire the intricate weavings on the walls, while 
Soahd serves fruity drinks, welcome after our 
long walk. She offers crackers with herbs in 
them. So far, so good. A few smiles later, she 
disappears into the kitchen. Mohammed and 
I attempt small talk and soon are called into 
the tiny dining room. I survey the small table’s 
landscape —high cliffs of chicken breasts, with 
alarmingly green sauce moving like lava toward 
the platter; mountains of green, orange, and yel-
low vegetables; a hill of small red potatoes with 
ground meat bursting forth from each. At least 
it’s acceptable food—no eyeballs.

I’m wearing my cream silk blouse with the 
Peter Pan collar, a pearl circle pin, and my new 
navy skirt with tiny pleats. I hope it shows I know 
this is a special occasion, without being showy. 
Little do I know my choice of attire will prove 
problematic.

My plate is filled—one large piece of chicken 
cliff with lava sauce, one peak of the vegetable 
mountain — Mmm, wonderful smell! — and two 
stuffed potatoes. Well, I can probably eat all that, 
maybe.

Their eyes are riveted on me, each mouthful 
carefully observed going in, being chewed,being 
swallowed. Their rapt attention and warm smiles 
tell me this is a very important meal. I can’t let 
them down!
(To be Continued in the May issue)
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the bag to the cashier, told 
him the contents and he rang 
up that amount without check-
ing. It was the honor system, 
now perhaps a thing of the 
past.

The building next door, 
now demolished, housed the 
duckpin bowling alley. Ten-
pin bowling was unknown 
locally until the 1960s. Duck-
pin bowlers use a smaller 
ball without holes, aimed at 
smaller pins. A strike is rare, 
and an average above 100 is 
unusual. The pins were set by 

boys, who perched above and 
dropped down after the ball 

was rolled. Sometimes flying pins would hit the 
boys, who were paid just 10 cents a line.

Opposite the armory was the Hot Shoppe, 
where high school students went after the 
games for tasty barbeque, french fries, and 
either a chocolate shake or an orange freeze.

The next block north on Route 1 was a row of 
shops including Highs Ice Cream, Woolworth’s 
five and dime, and Pep Boys for auto supplies. 

On Rhode Island Avenue, several blocks 
towards D.C., was the Marché’s Florist. During 
high school everyone bought corsages for their 
prom date there – usually a gardenia or a camel-
lia. 

Hyattsville played an important role for Prince 
Georges’ County until the 1960s. It seems to be 
making a comeback in terms of restaurants, arts 
and a very liberal city government, which has 
lowered the voting age to 16.

Looking out a big picture 
window while lunching at 
Franklin’s Restaurant in 
Hyattsville, I noticed the old 
National Guard Armory a few 
blocks north on Route 1. This 
building, with its distinctive 
turrets now painted white over 
the original stone, brought 
back hundreds of memories of 
Hyattsville during the 40s and 
50s.

At that time Hyattsville was 
the commercial and cultural 
center of the northern half of 
Prince Georges County, where 
and the majority of county resi-
dents lived because access to 
D.C. was easy. The city could be reached by 
the streetcar, the B & O railroad, Route 1 and 
Rhode Island Avenue. Until the local building 
boom of the 50s and the opening of the super 
mall Prince Georges Plaza, people in the area 
depended on Hyattsville for shopping, movies 
and the important services available at the 
County Service Building.

Important to me was the Hyattsville Hard-
ware Store that sold tools, nails in bulk, hunt-
ing equipment and miscellaneous hardware. I 
bought my first shotgun there at age 14, and the 
following year, a dozen bright and shiny Oneida 
muskrat traps. When customers bought nails, 
they went to rotating bins filled with nails of vari-
ous sizes and shapes, used a big scoop, put the 
nails on the scale and emptied the scale tray 
into a small brown paper bag. They then took 

Remembering Hyattsville’s Heyday
By Carl Koch

The Hyattsville Armory in its original gray. 
Wikipedia photo.
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Arts from p. 3

ond-year students from the Maryland Opera Stu-
dio at the UMD School of Music performed opera 
scenes.  One Sunday concert featured Chris Bar-
rack on vibraphone and Haskell Small on piano for 
a predominately jazz program; in another, Jessica 
Bateman offered classical flute music.
June Sunday concerts welcomed the Vocal Ex-
press, specializing in popular music and show 
tunes, and the concert violinist Ail Chudnovsky.
July opened with UMD’s Beethoven Series, fea-
turing works for cello and piano with Drs. Molly 
Jones and Andrew Welch. Later, Brazilian-born 
guitarist Richard Miller presented a program of 
classical works and the Brazilian equivalent of 
American ragtime for a Sunday concert. Closing 
out the month was the Drama Committee’s pro-
duction of “Summer’s Lease,” comprising dramatic 
excerpts from the Bard’s works and plus music 
from Shakespeare’s era. 
August highlighted the Trans-Atlantic Duo in a 
Sunday concert, featuring Alexander Paperney 
(balalaika) and Vladimir Friedman (guitar and vo-
cals), offering eclectic music from Mozart to Bizet, 
as well as Brazilian tangos and Russian folk tunes. 
The Sunday concert next returned to a more tradi-
tional program with classical piano music, featuring 
Chad Bowles, who has often performed at Colling-
ton. The month ended with a crowd-pleaser, Team 
Trivia, sponsored and coordinated by the Drama 
Committee.
September offered an open rehearsal in the Ivy 
Lounge with one of Collington’s new music interns, 
Melissa Morales, on clarinet, plus UMD alumnus 
Ceylon Mitchell on flute. Southern Swing was 
the best way to describe the Greg Harrison Jazz 
Band, consisting of clarinet, rhythm guitar and 
bass. Another jazz trio, Cosmic Confluence, from 
the University of Maryland, performed popular 
standards. Closing the month, the new UMD mu-
sic interns performed their first joint concert, with a 
third student on cello. 
October began with pianist Ian Duh performing 

music by Beethoven, Poulenc and Tom Lehrer 
in the Ivy Lounge and the KollingKatz providing 
music for Cocktails in the Courtyard, as they had 
through the summer. The Rockville Brass Band 
delighted Sunday concert-goers, and the Friday 
Morning Music Club offered a clarinet and piano 
duo performing Haydn, Beethoven and Roger 
Fiske. UMD doctoral student and pianist Hanni 
Zhang performed Chopin, Debussy and Prokofiev, 
while Elizabeth Massey offered a lecture on “Eng-
lish Broadside Ballad Tunes & Meaning. Rounding 
out the month, Marilyn Haskel gave an organ recit-
al and explanation about the David Moore organ in 
the Chapel. Dr. William Kenlon gave a music lec-
ture on Halloween night, discussing the elements 
of music theory at work behind Halloween-themed 
popular music and film scores that create the icon-
ic sounds of the season.
November began with a Candlelight Concert with 
pianists Susan Ricci and Gary Kirkby presenting 
music for two pianos from the Baroque to the Mod-
ern era, including compositions originally written 
for two pianos. The Sarah Glasser Quintet was 
featured in the Ivy Lounge, playing a Carl Neilsen 
wind quintet, as well as compositions by Haydn, 
Jacques Ibert and Malcolm Arnold. On a Veteran’s 
Day Sunday Concert, vocalist and pianist Ginny 
Carr performed World War II-era songs. The Uni-
versity of Maryland’s chamber groups performed 
music by Prokofiev, Beethoven and Saint Saëns. 
UMD presented the Ruth Bright Collaborative Trio, 
with Ruth Bright and Camille Balleza on piano, 
Melissa Morales on clarinet and Sinan Wang on 
viola playing an all-Mozart program. And finally, an 
old-fashioned Hymn Sing was held in the chapel, 
coordinated by Carol Kempske and Mary Kim.
December saw the Renaissance Singers of An-
napolis give a delightful performance of “Missa 
l’Homme Armé” in the Chapel. A Tuesday eve-
ning concert replaced the usual Sunday concert 

see Arts, p.11
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her high school class, Elaine appeased both her 
interests in office work and education by major-
ing in business education as an undergraduate at 
Bennett College in Greensboro, N.C.

During her senior year, one evening in the lobby 
of her college dorm, Elaine helped a young strang-
er, Herman Murrell, by searching for the student 
he had come to visit. He was already established 
as a teacher and band director in Statesville, N.C. 
His band had played for Lyndon Johnson. The 
young woman he was looking for was not found.

After graduation, despite seriously dating Her-
man, Elaine turned down a nearby teaching job 
in order to move to Washington to work for the 
U.S Department of Labor. Initially, Elaine was 
hired as a stenographer, but when the results of 
her Federal Service Entrance Examination came, 
she moved into human resource development at 
the Department. After a few years she obtained a 
master’s degree in this field from George Wash-
ington University. Elaine moved into equal em-
ployment opportunity (EEO) compliance, was pro-
gram manager of DOL’s EEO Federal Women’s 
program, and, for two terms, chaired the Federal 
Women’s Interagency Board. 

Elaine worked at Labor for 40 years and retired 
in 2004. During her last two assignments she 
served on a Department of Labor task force under 
Vice President Al Gore’s “Reinventing Govern-
ment” initiative and as a Small Business Advisor 
promoting the contracting of small businesses by 
Labor. For her accomplishments, she received 
the Department’s highest career honor, the Distin-
guished Career Service Award.

Elaine has also made her mark in Prince 
George’s County. In 1987, she and Herman 
moved to Lake Arbor, roughly half way between 
her commute to D.C. and his to Charles County, 
where he was a popular high school principal.  

They were founding members of 
the Lake Arbor Civic Association; 
both served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Lake Arbor Foundation, 
Inc., and they were leaders in es-
tablishing Lake Arbor Community 

Day, held annually for over 25 years.  Elaine and 
Herman were also active in several political cam-
paigns, often hosting “meet and greets” in their 
home.

During Elaine’s early years, her family lived 
in Green County, N.C., throughout the school 
year, but spent summers in Elizabeth City, N.C.  
Later, they moved to nearly Farmville, N.C. She 
has one sister and two brothers, all younger than 
she. Elaine and her sister took piano lessons 
from the local high school music teacher before 
she became famous: Roberta Flack. 

Elaine is a member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority and has sponsored several young ladies 
in debutante cotillions. She volunteers at the 
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts in Annapolis 
and is an Ambassador for the Road Scholar pro-
grams, representing them at community events.  
Elaine has visited many countries, half with Road 
Scholars: Brazil, China, Central American coun-
tries, Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Mexico, South 
Africa, and the United Kingdom. She also has 
traveled extensively to cities and national parks 
in the USA. 

Elaine was widowed in 2004. She then took 
care of her mother until she died at age 95. The 
experience motivated Elaine to move to Colling-
ton because of the continuing life care concept.  
Both of her two sons, who live within a mile of 
two of Collington, are very supportive of her 
move.

At Collington, Elaine is participating in exer-
cise classes and has volunteered with the glass 
cases group. She is trying out other committees 
and activities, and expects to be committing to 
some of them very soon. Elaine likes to read and 
collect wood and ceramic cat figurines.

Newcomers from p. 5
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The first blooms that appear, some years as 
early as January (but not this year!) are the win-
ter or yellow jasmine, often mistaken for early 
forsythia. They are followed by the actual forsyth-
ia, which overlaps with the earliest cherry bloom 
– Okame, which this year was in full bloom in 
mid-March. One other tree peaking at the same 
time was the Japanese flowering apricot, Prunus 
mume; we have only two small plants of this, a 
deer favorite. Blooming off and on in both late fall 
and early spring is the Autumnal Higan cherry, 
with pale semi double flowers – again, we have 
only two plants on campus. 

As the yellow forsythia and bright pink Okame 
fade, we can look for the yellow flowers of Caro-
lina jessamine vine, a southern native which we 
have on two fences at Collington. Meanwhile, the 
more familiar Yoshino cherry is fattening its buds 
rapidly in order to bloom about two weeks after 
the Okame, this year in early April. It’s the pale 
pink single or semi-double flower whose trees 
form the wonderful cloud of bloom around the 
Tidal Basin and are present all over our campus. 
Last of all, as the Yoshinos are dropping a carpet 
of pink petals beneath their branches, the grand 
finale appears in the form of the Kwanzan cherry 
with its huge very double pompoms of deep 
pink; these are found in groups within several of 
the Cottage clusters. They tend to form a dense 
canopy of leaves, and the ground beneath usu-
ally has very little lawn grass.

Just before the Yoshino cherries begin, the 
“tulip” magnolias attempt to open their fat furry 
buds and display their huge fleshy pink blooms – 
I say “attempt” because in over half the years the 
flowers are caught by a hard frost, which turns 
the flowers into brown rags. The tougher star 

How We Blossom in the Spring

magnolias will often get away with a nice display 
of their small white or pink flowers. The ubiqui-
tous Bradford pear with its somewhat malodor-
ous blooms often begins at about the same time, 
and our parking areas and sections of woodland 
are flush with masses of white. Around the same 
time as the late cherries, we get a great display 
of smaller white-flowered shrubs – first pieris, 
then leucothoes, spireas and deutzias. Following 
along is the beautiful native dogwood, also white 
though we do have a few pink-flowered variet-
ies. The last showy trees to bloom are the native 
redbuds, mostly pink, but we have at least one 
white-flowered form, and several varieties with 
golden or purple leaves.

Most of this flowering delight happens at Col-
lington from late February into early May, so we 
really have to hustle around outside to appreci-
ate all the flowers as they come into their peak of 
bloom. Thank goodness there are a few things 
left to enjoy later in the season, like azaleas, ca-
mellias, hydrangeas and lilacs!

Arts from p. 9

and offered the Chesapeake Chorale Chamber 
Singers performing music of the season. Award-
winning classical pianist Shuai Wang performed 
Bach, Schumann and Chopin, and an evening of 
Christmas music was presented in the Ivy Lounge 
by Becky Veverka. The last Sunday concert of the 
year featured European folk music by Karen Ash-
brook and Paul Oorts, with instrumental emphasis 
on the hammered dulcimer. The Collington Sing-
ers’ winter concert, “Sing, O My Love, My Love,” 
featured an all-Christmas program, both sacred 
and secular. Ending the year were two Chapel 
programs: A Festival of Lessons & Carols, cele-
brating the birth of Christ as told through Scripture 
and carols, and a Christmas Eve service, featuring 
organ music, bell-ringing, readings and congrega-
tional singing. 



Some 80 donors to the Collington Foundation crowded 
the Auditorium on March 29, as the Foundation of-
fered food, drink and thanks for their support.  Among 
those enjoying the evening organized by Suku Powers, 
Collington’s director of philanthropy (right), were Mari-
anne Mann (below) and Patricia Lindenauer and Eloise 
Branche (bottom, left).  Dining Room Manager Taimi 
Ando and Culinary Services Director Christian Ramsey 
(below, right) kept things running smoothly.  
Photos by Joyce Koch.

Collington Foundation Honors Donors


