
At one of the district meetings 
on Ann Gillespie’s “listening tour,” 
our new CEO was asked how she 
would rate, on a scale of one to ten, 
resident participation in Collington 
governance.

“Twenty,” she replied.
“I think that’s a wonderful thing, 

for any community to have that 
level of involvement, but there are 
consequences,” she said in an 
interview in mid-August, six weeks 
after she took office.  “[At some 
point] it’s challenging for the [lead-
ership] team to stay focused on im-
plementing our strategic plan objectives in order 
to keep the organization healthy and sustainable.  
It’s about bringing it into balance where we’re all 
working toward the same purpose, and realizing 
Collington’s vision and mission.”  While she said 
the past year has been a “challenging time” for 
Collington, she added, “I recently heard some-
body use the phrase ‘post-traumatic growth syn-
drome,’ meaning when people (or organizations) 
experience trauma, they can use the lessons 
learned to turn things around for the good … and 
we can use the recent challenges to bring things 
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New CEO Has Collington Roots
by George Newman

CEO Ann Gillespie 
Photo by George Newman

back into balance and reclaim our 
sense of family and community.”

Although new to her job, Ann is 
no stranger to Collington or to Ken-
dal, our parent organization. Her 
mother-in-law lived at Collington 
for the first 12 years of this century.  
Ann recalls that although she was 
an introvert, her mother-in-law was 
a devoted reader of Jane Austen’s 
work, and made good friends 
through a Jane Austen book club.

Ann’s involvement with Ken-
dal goes back even further.  She 
worked with Lloyd Lewis, the found-

er of Kendal. In establishing the national accredit-
ing body for continuing care communities. “Lloyd 
helped me understand the Kendal philosophy 
of independence, the importance of a resident-
centered philosophy.”

Lloyd Lewis also brought Ann in touch with Gail 
Kohn, Collington’s first CEO, whose tenure began 
as the accrediting commission was just starting. 
“Gail was also one of Lloyd’s mentees. … She 
served on the accrediting commission, so I was 
very familiar with what Gail and the founders 

see CEO, p.2
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were trying to create here, and when Collington 
was first accredited it became the youngest ac-
credited community in the United States because 
of Gail’s tenacity.”  

Ann sees Kendal today as a multi-faceted 
resource for Collington – “like a consulting firm 
that’s a phone call away [with] a broader view of 
our field, the trends and data … that will help us 
stay relevant in our market.” 

In addition to her work with the accreditation 
commission, Ann has “ground-level” CCRC 
experience in the corporate office of the Asbury 
Communities, which operates CCRCs in Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and Oklahoma..  “[At Asbury] 
I learned change takes longer than you think it’s 
going to; you have to have a very clear vision 
and approach that people can quickly under-
stand and get behind.”  

Although still in “listening mode,” she applies 
that lesson to Collington, which faces important 
challenges and opportunities, including the “re-
positioning” of its assisted living and nursing fa-
cilities and the consequent need to raise money.

 “What I’m going to be focused on the next 
eight weeks in pulling together really big pieces 
of work – the strategic plan, the 2020 budget, 
the master plan and the health care reposition-
ing work. We’ve got to get a handle on how all 
those get integrated into a way forward for the 
organization.  I want to see how that looks before 
I make any promises, or any conclusions as to 
what’s possible.  We owe the board the 2020 
budget by the end of October. I’m not going to 
the board with just the budget.  It has to be an 
integrated strategic plan. I’ve got to know what 
the real priorities are going to be in the next three 
years, who’s going to do what, and how we’re 

going to resource it, both human and financial 
capital.” 

Ann’s journey to her responsibilities at Col-
lington began as a freshman at Miami University 
in Ohio, where she was a journalism major.  An 
“Introduction to Gerontology” course sounded 
interesting, and “it didn’t meet at 8 a.m.”  She 
recalls a demographer displaying population 
pyramids. “I watched them become inverted over 
time, and I remember saying to myself, ‘There’s 
going to be a lot of opportunities to work in the 
field of aging.’ “ 

She discovered that the Scripps Foundation 
for Gerontology, one of the top programs in the 
country, was on Miami University’s campus, 
led by Millie Seltzer, a legendary figure in the 
field.  After an interview with Professor Seltzer, “I 
changed my major the next week.”

Judging by the positive impression Ann has 
made on residents and staff, journalism’s loss is 
Collington’s gain.
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Music Program Repeats High Note
By Frances Kolarek

As if responding to 
a call of “Encore,” Col-
lington’s new music 
interns will again be a 
pianist and a clarinet-
ist.  For the 2019-20 
academic year, Natalie 
Groom, clarinetist, will 
replace Melissa Mo-
rales, who earned her 
Ph.D. in the instrument 
this year. 

Ieseul Yoen, a pia-
nist of Korean descent, 
will replace Ria Yang, 
a pianist of Chinese heritage, who played this 
summer at the prestigious Aspen Music Festival.

Resident Mary McCutchan, who launched 
the idea of such a program, has been delighted 
with the results.  On the heels of a recent con-
cert, with resident Eulane Rose accompanying 
clarinetist Melissa Morales in the Ivy Lounge, 
Mary exclaimed, ‘It works – often beyond my 
wildest expectations.  I had hoped the program 
would help bridge the gulf between generations.  
And here we have intern and resident playing 
together!”  

It was Mary who introduced the idea of inviting 
students from the University of Maryland School 
of Music to an internship at Collington after she 
read in an alumni bulletin from the Peabody Insti-
tute about such a program at another retirement 
community.  When then-CEO Marvell Adams 
approached the University, he found faculty and 
students eager to participate.   

In no time we were awash in music.  The stu-

dents brought their 
friends in to rehearse, 
and soon pick-up 
sessions joined full-
fledged concerts in 
the Auditorium, which 
never wanted for an 
audience.  

There have 
also been happy 
unintended 
consequences.  When 
Don Zelman brushed 
forty years of dust 
from his clarinet so 

he could play with the newly organized Kolling 
Katz, he knew he would need some lessons 
to get back in top form.  Very soon Matt Rynes, 
clarinetist, one of our first two music interns, 
arrived and Don began taking lessons from him.  
He still does, as Matt continues to work toward 
his Ph.D. at the University of Maryland.  Don 
also has benefited from Melissa’s suggestions. 

And he adds his thanks to Founding Mother 
Mary McCutchan for being instrumental in bring-
ing this excellent program to our doors. 

Marilyn Haskel, resident director of the Collin-
gton Singers and a professional musician in her 
own right, summed it up: “Collington residents 
are so blessed to have this music educational 
program in our midst, as well as the chance to 
learn from engaging students less than half our 
ages. Both program and students keep us young 
and learning.”

2019-20 resident music interns Ieseul Yoen and  
Natalie Groom. University of Maryland photo.
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George and Ann Crocker: Service in  
Military and Community
By Mary Bird

George Crocker grew up 
in Portsmouth, Va.  After high 
school, he served in the infantry 
and was the first soldier from 
Portsmouth to be wounded in the Korean War.  
After rehabilitation at Walter Reed Hospital, 
George returned to limited duty at the hospital, 
preparing supply kits for surgeries. 

George and Ann White married in 1951 and 
had started their family when the Army assigned 
him to Ordinance School in Fussen, Germany 
in 1955.  He, Ann, and their two daughters were 
the only African-American family on the base for 
the first 17 months of his assignment.

 When he arrived in Fussen, the position 
George expected had been filled, so he was 
assigned as Chief of Research and Curriculum, 
a position ordinarily assigned to a field-grade 
commissioned officer.  For the next three years 
George developed programs and lesson plans 
to match the skills needed by NATO forces.  He 
received the “1957 Soldier of the Year” award for 
his work and was promoted to Master Sergeant.  

After returning to the States, George was 
temporarily assigned to Womack Army Hospi-
tal at Fort Bragg, N.C. as head of the medical 
dependent section, and attended the Medical 
Activity School in St. Louis.  He was assigned to 
Walter Reed Medical Center, and then to a year 
at the 6th Medical Depot in Korea in 1964, and 
finally to Fort Meade in Maryland with the First 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

Army Surgeons Office Inspection Team.
Upon retirement from the Army in 1968, 

George accepted a proposal to develop a main-
tenance program for a number of health clinics 
in the District of Columbia.  His family moved to 
Prince George’s County.  By the time he retired 
a second time, in 1979, he was Chief of Facilities 
Management in the Operations Division of the 
D.C. Department of Human Resources.  He then 
worked for the new federal Department of Edu-
cation in its Support Services Branch, retiring for 
the last time in 1984.

Initially, Ann worked in the Fed-
eral government, but quickly tran-
sitioned to the Prince George’s 
school system where she worked 
for many years, eventually retiring 
from the James Madison Middle School library. 
Ann volunteered in women’s organizations and 
was one of 90 women featured in the book In a 
Different Light: Reflections and Beauty of Wise 
Women of Color.

In their community, George was a member of 
civic associations, coached boys Little League 
softball, served as an election judge, and, for 
25 years, volunteered with the Watkins Park 
Festival of Lights.  Both Ann and George have 
been active members of First Baptist Church of 
Highland Park.  For more than 50 years, Ann 
contributed to the Missionary Ministry, Culinary 
Ministry, Women’s Ministry, and Senior Ministry.  
George has been on the Board of Trustees for 
40 years, serving as chairman for 24 years dur-
ing which two sanctuaries were constructed.  In 
May, 2020, he was presented with a “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” for his continuing commit-
ment to the church.

After 32 years in their first home in the county, 
George and Ann downsized to move to Cameron 
Grove in Bowie, and then to Collington.

Since moving to Collington, George has con-
tinued to enjoy playing pinochle and billiards.  He 

Ann Crocker
Photo

Unavailable
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and Ann enjoy the community sing on Fridays in 
the Arbor.  Ann, who lives in the Arbor, also par-
ticipates in trips and attends concerts.

Maya Reju: Passionate Gardener
By Sheena Macpherson

Anyone walking by Maya’s cot-
tage will notice the many new and 
colorful plantings outside her door. 
Gardening is a passion for her, 
and is one of the reasons that she 
chose Collington, where she was 
attracted by the cottages and gardens. A vi-
sion difficulty precipitated her need to make the 
choice to move here, with one additional require-
ment -- to find a place near her son, who works 
in D.C.

Maya was born in Karala, India, a state on 
the southwest coast. She lived there with her 
family until she was 25. After high school, Maya 
attended a government college and graduated 
with a major in math. She followed that with CPA 
practical training within a firm for certification, 
and became the second woman in her state 
to receive a CPA license. This was not Maya’s 
only achievement for women: She and her sister 
were the first women to get their driver’s licenses 
in her hometown. She recalls that many women 
decided to follow their example and get their 
licenses as well. Maya credits her mother with 
encouraging her and her siblings (two sisters 
and a brother) to do what they wanted in life. 

Arranged marriages were the rule in India, 
and Maya’s was indeed in an arranged mar-
riage, but she had met her future husband, Var-
ghese, in the CPA firm where she trained; con-
sequently, her parents’ choice worked out well. 
After her marriage, Maya followed Varghese to 
his work in Bahrain. They then moved to New 
York City in the early 1970s, and to New Jersey 
in 1973. They had two children, a son who is 
one of the pastors at Capitol Hill Baptist Church, 

and a daughter, a lawyer in New York City. 
Maya has a total of six grandchildren, five from 
her son’s marriage and one from her daughter’s. 
Maya’s husband died in 2001.

After her arrival in the United States, Maya 
returned to school and received an MBA from 
Rutgers University. “This,” she says, “opened 
doors for me.” She has worked for a variety of 
telecommunications companies, including Von-
age, from which she retired in 2008.  

Maya attributes her passion for gardening 
to her mother’s support and interest. At Col-
lington she is a member of both the Flower and 
Garden Committees. In addition, she volunteers 
for Meals on Wheels as both coordinator and 
treasurer in their office in Cheverly, and she de-
livers meals once a week. She continues to be a 
member of the Garden Club in Cheverly.

Peter and Katie Basquin: A Musician and a 
Writer
By Ann Davie

Peter was a “Navy brat” whose meteorologist 
father was needed in many places:  Suitland, 
Md., Monterey and San Diego, Calif., an aircraft 
carrier; Arlington Va., and finally, Northfield, 
Minn. 

Both parents were musical, and the story 
goes that Peter frequently sat with his mother, 
attentively watching her play the piano who, at 
4, said, “I can do that,” and proceeded to play 
a simple tune. Since he has perfect pitch, he 
taught himself the correlation between the notes 
on the page and the sound of each note.  

So, his parents found a piano teacher for Pe-
ter everywhere they went.  By his senior year in 
high school in Northfield, Minn., his teacher was 
William Nelson, a professor at Carleton College. 

see Newcomers, p.10
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The Samuel Williams Balti-
more Applique quilt – pictured 
on a poster currently on display 
at Collington, and with a Col-
lington ancestral connection 
– is one of the earliest and 
most elaborate of the Baltimore 
Album quilts, which enjoyed 
their heyday in the mid-1840s 
to mid-1850s.  By the later ‘50s 
the fashion for these quilts was 
fading, and with the outbreak 
of the Civil War, minds natu-
rally turned to military matters.  
Women’s sewing activities 
turned toward supporting the 
war effort: sewing garments, 
flags and blankets, knitting 
socks and wrapping bandages.

Samuel Williams’s (1769-1847) second wife, 
Maria (Bond) Wehner Williams, was most likely 
the person behind coordinating the making 
of this commemoration quilt, which had 32 
designer-stitchers who fashioned its 42 indi-
vidual squares. It was quilted in 1846-47, but 
Mr. Williams probably was denied the pleasure 
of receiving this loving token of his relatives’, 
friends’ and neighbors’ labors, as he suddenly 
became ill and died in April of the latter year. His 
wife gave the quilt to her daughter, who married 
Michael O’Laughlen. The quilt was then handed 
down through the O’Laughlens.

Why was a man in his eighth decade worthy 
of a quilt? It was the custom when Methodist 
preachers in Baltimore moved to a new church 

Our Links to ‘Baltimore Quilt’
By Pat Bozeman

Williams quilt detail as shown on an  
invitation to a 2004 lecture at the  

Baltimore Museum of Art.

every two years that they 
would be presented with 
an album quilt, appliqued 
and sewn by the congrega-
tion’s women. These quilts 
contained imagery relating 
to flora, fauna, love and 
friendship, religion, patriotic 
themes, and industrial tech-
nology of the day, such as 
trains and steamboats. So it 
was that Samuel Williams, a 
merchant and grocer, much 
beloved for his many years’ 
teaching Bible classes in 
the Exeter Street Methodist 
Church and his related ac-

tivities in the community, was 
deemed worthy of such a gift.

The Methodists were important to the rise of 
the album quilt, and Baltimore was the center of 
American Methodism in the mid-19th century. 
Most Methodists were middle class, the indus-
trial revolution having freed them, along with 
many others in the society of the day, of in-home 
chores such as daily spinning and weaving. This 
left time for more refined and genteel pursuits 
and, for ladies, this often meant developing 
more elaborate handiwork skills.

The industrial revolution brought a plethora 
of textiles from England and New England. The 
latter’s mills began printing fine cotton patterns 
cheaper and of higher quality than could be 
shipped from abroad. Baltimore was a major 
port city; cheap immigrant labor flooded in from 

see Quilt, p.8
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The area sur-
rounding Collington 
is filled with sights 
worth seeing. 
Many are close by, 
but others just far 
enough away that 
while they can be 
visited in just one 
day, they would be 
more enjoyable with 
an overnight stay. 
The two most signifi-
cant battlefields of the Civil War, Antietam and 
Gettysburg, are such places.

Both battlefields are about 90 miles, or a two-
hour drive, by super-highways, from Collington. 
Autumn, with fewer tourists, cooler weather and 
tinges of color in the fields and mountains, is a 
perfect time to visit. For history buffs, there are 
plenty of historic places to see. There are also 
good places to eat, sleep and even shop. 

Gettysburg is our country’s most famous bat-
tlefield. I expect many of us have already been 
there. But if you haven’t been to the fairly new 
visitor center with its extensive museum, Imax 
theater and restored cyclorama, go again. The 
countryside is beautiful, the town quaint. It’s the 
site of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, 
has one of the largest paintings in the world, 
and has Dwight D. Eisenhower’s nearby home.

I suggest spending the afternoon at the 
Battlefield Visitor Center and Museum. The 
museum, film and cyclorama painting will help 
you understand a complicated battle that oc-
curred over several days. On the next day tour 

the battlefield, either 
with a guide or by 
yourself. You might 
also wish to book a 
tour of Eisenhower’s 
home. And be sure 
to include in your 
tour the National 
Military Cemetery 
where Lincoln gave 
that famous speech 
and the David Wills 

house where he 
stayed.

I have only stayed at chain motels, which are 
plentiful. You might consider the historic and 
supposedly haunted Inn at Herr Ridge just west 
of town where I have enjoyed a fine dinner. 
For lunch, I have enjoyed the Dobbins House 
Tavern’s colonial candle-lit lower-level Springhill 
Tavern just across the street from where you 
catch the tour buses. You can also get dinner 
and accommodations there.

Antietam (or Sharpsburg) battlefield is not 
as well-known or visited as Gettysburg, but it 
is the site of the loss of more Americans in a 
single day than at any other battle. In Septem-
ber 1862 Confederate General Robert E. Lee, 
following victories in Virginia, invaded Maryland. 
As at Gettysburg, the Confederate troops were 
rebuffed by Union troops led by Major General 
George B. McClellan in the bloody battle, and 
Lee retreated across the Potomac into Virginia.

Destination: Civil War Sites
By James Giese

Gettysburg battlefield. Photo by dodllve.mil.

see Gettysburg, p.8
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Ireland, Scotland and Germany, further easing 
the domestic burden of the middle class. Added 
to this was the steam engine, which played a 
critical part in shrinking time and distance  
between overland trade routes.

“Baltimore Album” was a term not ascribed 
to these quilts until William R. Dunton, Jr. in his 
book, Old Quilts (1946) likened the practice to 
that of 18th-century young women’s collecting 
dried flowers, verses, etc. into albums. He saw 
album quilts as the fabric equivalent.

Nancy Phillips’s mother, Serena (O’Laughlen) 
Wagner, inherited the Williams quilt as a young 
girl. One of her neighbors, Mr. Dunton (men-
tioned above), later commented that he was  
writing a book on Baltimore Album quilts, and 
she showed him hers. So it was that the Wil-
liams quilt became the frontispiece illustration 
in his Old Quilts (1946). Through this book the 
Baltimore Museum of Art tracked down Mrs. 
Wagner, asking to borrow it. The quilt was sent 
on one of the Freedom Trains that crisscrossed 
the U.S. during the American Bicentennial 
celebration in 1976. In 1985, Serena Wagner 
donated the quilt to the Baltimore Album Collec-
tion at the Baltimore Museum of Art. In 1999, the 
Baltimore Applique Society chose the Samuel 
Williams Applique quilt to re-create and raffle 
off as a fund-raiser for the Baltimore Museum of 
Art. Nancy Phillips’s two daughters, Carol Ann 
(Cappy) Phillips and Sue Sedmek, contributed 
toward the finished product – a fun project for all 
involved. 

Author’s note: The Samuel Williams Balti-
more Applique quilt is shown as a framed poster 
in the second installment of a poster exhibit in 

the hallway outside Collington’s auditorium. I’m 
indebted to Nancy Phillips for the interesting in-
formation she supplied for this article, and for the 
references she loaned me, including:  
William R. Dunton, Jr., Old Quilts, Catonsville, 
Md.: Published by the Author, 1946; Jan Magee, 
“A Closer Look at Album Quilts: Snapshots of 
Baltimore,” in Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine, 
July/August, 2001/No. 334, pp. 40-41;  “The 
Samuel Williams Applique Quilt,” and https://
baltimoreapplique.com/williams.php, August 22, 
2019.

Quilt from p. 6

The visitor center offers a museum, an intro-
ductory film, park ranger talks, maps and audio 
guides for self-guided tours. While the battlefield 
covers a large area, it is not as complicated to 
see and understand as Gettysburg.

For the evening, there are plenty of motels 
and restaurants, plus a giant discount shopping 
center in Hagerstown to the north. My preferred 
destination would be nearby Shepherdstown, 
W.Va., just across the Potomac River. Take 
Md. 34 south-west from Sharpsburg. Just after 
crossing the bridge is the Bavarian Inn, with fine 
German-cuisine and luxury river-view rooms 
with hot tubs and fireplaces. But there are many 
other accommodations nearby. On this univer-
sity town’s main street are many interesting 
restaurants and shops.

If time permits, you can also visit Harper’s 
Ferry National Historic Park just down the river.

Gettysburg from p. 7
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night and the flavors were still complex, strong 
and satisfying.

We had visited Amber Spice several times 
before, sometimes with other Collingtonian 
couples.  All were as impressed with the food as 
we were.

The story of Amber Spice starts at the 
previous restaurant, Curry Leaf.  The chef, his 
brother and the floor manager asked Curry 
Leaf for part of the action and were refused. 
They gathered enough investors to open Amber 
Spice in June 2018 and with the customer 
base that was built up over the years at Curry 
Leaf, have been very successful.  The food is 
virtually the same but the building a much better 
venue than the strip mall location of Curry Leaf.  
The restaurant is larger, sunnier and has 21st-
century bathrooms.  Parking is much easier 
and handicapped access more convenient.  In 
addition, they have an all-day bar with wine, 
beer and cocktails.  It seats about ninety.

If you like Indian food, you can order it mild, 
medium or hot.  I have graduated from medium 
to hot spices.  Whatever your tolerance to 
spicy food, you will love these flavors and I 
recommend that you try the Amber Spice.

Amber Spice
13524 Baltimore Avenue (Route 1)

Laurel, MD 20207
301-477-4828

amberspicemd.com

At Amber Spice, the sensational flavors of 
Indian food virtually leap off the plate.  Located 
close to Laurel at the junction of Route 1 and 
Contee Road, Amber Spice replaces the now-
closed Curry Leaf as my favorite restaurant 
anywhere.

The menu offers over fifty entrees that are 
either vegetarian, non-vegetarian, Chinese, 
South Indian.  Appetizers such as samosas, 
chicken wings and crab cakes start the menu off.

My favorite entree is the chef’s special item 
called Haleem, a spiced stew of mixed lentils, 
chicken and pounded wheat.  My typical order 
is one of the eight chicken entrees, Haleem and 
iced tea.  That evening, because of the large 
portions, I then have a second meal at home of 
this wonderful food.

A lunch buffet for those who must get back 
to work is available for $12 and usually consists 
of salads, three appetizers, three vegetarian 
entrees, three meat entrees, various breads, two 
soups and a dessert.  I pass this up in favor of 
having leftovers that evening.

In mid-March Joyce and I split a bowl of 
Sambar soup, a traditional South Indian lentil-
based vegetable stew/chowder.  Joyce’s entree 
choice was the chicken Chettinad, a South 
Indian spicy chicken in a traditional blend of dry 
roasted spices, while I enjoyed Rogan Josh, a 
lamb dish in a special red curry sauce.  We split 
an order of Haleem and Naan, a leavened thick 
flat bread.  A glass of pinot grigio and iced tea 
rounded out the meal.  The bill was $63.60 with 
tax but not tip.  The leftovers were eaten that 

A Worthy Successor  
to Curry Leaf
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“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”   The words of 
Fred Rogers ring true for fourteen Independent 
Living Residents who weekly pay a short visit 
to a fellow resident who lives in the Creighton 
Center. Their visit says that you are not forgot-
ten and are still part of this community of Collin-
gton. We need more volunteers to make these 
visits. If you are interested in being part of this 
effort and/or have questions about the program, 
please call or email Linda Meade, 7358, lindam-
meade2@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed for  
Creighton Center Visits

Peter stayed with him through his years at Car-
leton. 

Edmond Basquin, Peter’s father, directed the 
local Northfield Episcopal Church choir, and 
Peter played the organ.  One Sunday morning, a 
friend of Peter’s brought his friend Katie Courtice 
to hear Peter play.  Edmond immediately asked 
Katie if she could sing alto.  She could and, lo 
and behold, regular practicing in the same place 
began what has been a 59-year relationship and 
a 55-year marriage!

Peter graduated from Carleton 
College in three years, having won, 
through a Minnesota Orchestra 
competition, a scholarship to the 
Manhattan School of Music where 
he earned his Master’s and pre-
pared for additional piano competi-

tions.  Peter and Katie were married after her 
graduation from Carleton, and the couple settled 
into an apartment in the Upper West Side.

Katie had inherited from her 
salesman father the ability to 
be persuasive in many areas:  
writing, debate, and organizing.  
After college, she was quickly 
hired by an advertising firm and 
climbed the proverbial career lad-
der through several firms, gaining many-faceted 
experiences in sales, marketing, and journalism, 
becoming a free-lance consultant in office man-
agement, and a ghost writer who could complete 
contracts from many places.

Peter became a master at his dual-track 
career as a concert pianist and a professor of 
music at Hunter College, where he became Pro-
fessor Emeritus in 2008 after 30 years’ service.  
In 1981, he was invited to be a member of the 

Bowdoin International Festival in Brunswick, 
Maine, where he has taught and performed ev-
ery summer since.  

The Basquins moved to Brooklyn in 1991 and 
bought a house in Maine in 2001.  Katie’s free-
lance writing career gave her time to lead the 
Garden Committee at their Brooklyn Co-op, to 
become a docent at Trinity Church Wall Street, 
and to join knitting groups there and at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Brunswick.

Their move to Collington was a happy deci-
sion to find a community near a city with lots 
of cultural opportunities, and to retain relatively 
easy access to NYC. At Trinity Church Wall 
Street, they met Marilyn Haskel, who was on the 
verge of coming to Collington... and the rest is 
history!  

In early May of this year, Katie interviewed 
Justin Reeves for Collington’s Channel 972. She 
has connected with the Flower Committee, knit-
ters, water-exercisers and other opportunities.  
Peter continues playing his grand piano, and we 
are eagerly awaiting the opportunity to hear him 
in concert at Collington, where he will be offering 
a “recital with conversation” in the Auditorium on 
October 27, at 3 pm.

Newcomers from p. 5
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Most of us are at least somewhat aware of 
fellow mammal species on our campus – deer, 
foxes, woodchucks, skunks, squirrels, voles 
and mice – but we share space with many other 
animal orders. 

Cold-blooded reptiles (turtles, snakes and 
lizards) and amphibians (frogs and toads) are 
active during the warm months, but the latter 
group vocalize most prominently in spring. In 
spring and summer, we are very aware of our 
avian population, what with geese and ducks 
coming and going on the lake and pond, and 
bluebirds, sparrows, robins and wrens nesting 
and singing, but come late summer and into fall, 
the birdsong mostly quits.

Now is the season we see and hear from 
insects. Carpenter bees were boring into 
unpainted wood all summer, the males buzzing 
around busily but uninterested in humans. 
Cicada Killer wasps have excavated their little 
tunnels and dirt mounds in the lawn – this year 
a bit earlier than their favorite prey, the annual 
cicada, which may have caused them difficulty 
in stocking the tunnel larders with paralyzed 
insects to feed their larvae.

These cicadas are one of many insect 
singers who fill the night air with a cacophony 
of buzzes, rasps and zings at this time of year. 
The dominant voices come from crickets of 
many species, each with its own particular 
call and preferred habitat. In late August, 
petite crickets showed up inside many of our 
residences, and now the larger versions of the 

Campus Creatures, Great and 
(Mostly) Small

house cricket (light brown) and field cricket 
(dark or black) sing us to sleep or drive us 
crazy with their loud calls, which seem to come 
from nowhere and everywhere. (Check out the 
YouTube rendering of des Pres’ song “El Grillo”, 
a paean to the cricket!)

Suddenly, spiderwebs are showing up, 
gorgeous orbs spun overnight, sometimes 
across the pathways where we run into the 
filaments, invisible to us until we are entangled 
– definitely NOT the intended prey! When 
spun in undisrupted spaces, these beautiful 
traps become visible to us in all their beauty 
when accented by moisture from fog or dew. 
Other spiderwebs appear on the lawns on 
dewy mornings, looking like fairy handkerchiefs 
casually discarded.

In late summer we run into more irritable 
wasps and hornets - paper wasps, which have 
been quietly building their eventually football-
size cellulose nests, sometimes inappropriately 
near their human neighbors, and yellow 
jackets, whose ground nests the gardener may 
inadvertently disturb, are unfortunately subject 
to elimination when they righteously defend 
their homes. Milder mud-dauber wasps are 
subject to the same treatment, alas. All these 
wasps are useful predators on the many plant-
eating caterpillars, so should be left alone if out 
of our way.

Of course, the summer’s outstanding display 
of butterflies continues – an abundance of 
tiger swallowtails, both yellow and black, and 
similar spicebush, and now and then, the fabled 
monarchs. Only the dedicated lepidopterist 
can put names to all the little blues, yellows 
and white cabbage butterfly types that flit wildly 
about, but all can enjoy them, named or not.



Fun Times at the Café Noir
For two evenings in August, the Drama Com-

mittee, staging Collington’s first-ever dinner the-
ater, transformed the Auditorium into the Café 
Noir – a Caribbean hangout for folks on the dark 
side of the law, and the site of a murder that 
the audience was invited to solve.  Among the 
characters:
Grant Bagley at the café’s bar (left).
Marilyn Haskel and Peter Fielding investigating 
the murder (below).
Don Zelman with ill-gotten gains (bottom, left).
Pat Howard with a voodoo doll (bottom, right).

Photos by Joyce Koch.   
More pictures at collingtonresidents.org


