
The honeybees are hunkered down 
deep in their combs to wait out the 
cold winter months.  But the busy bees 
of Collington, – aka residents – are 
swarming throughout our campus to 
bring joy to the holiday season.

The season kickoff was the an-
nual Holiday Bazaar, which raised 
more than $4,000 for our Residents 
Association and offered opportunities 
to purchase interesting and unusual 
gifts.  This year’s popular sale items 
were homemade goods, Christmas 
ornaments and crafts, cacti and succu-
lents, stenciled aprons, and preserves.  
Kay Laughton’s cross-stitched baby 
blanket was sold for $100 at auction.  
Mike McCulley offered his popular 
homemade smoked salmon, now a 
tradition.  Chair Maja Keech declared the bazaar 
“the biggest and best we have ever had,” with 22 
tables staffed by more than 70 contributors.

The Flower Committee held a workshop two 
days before Thanksgiving to prepare arrange-
ments of flowers, seasonal fruit and vegetables 
throughout the Clock Tower and Creighton Cen-
ter.  Committee chair Pat Howard noted that the 
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Cold Days, Warm Hearts at Collington
by Jim Giese

The Courtyard tree was 
raised Dec. 3 and the  

lights successfully tested.  
Photo by Peggy Latimer.

vegetables did not go to waste.  Once 
the displays were taken down, hus-
band Joe made two pots of soup for 
the enjoyment of committee members.  

Toys for Tots Waffle, sponsored by 
Marketing and coordinated by Vincent 
Russell, was held Dec. 1.  Those at-
tending brought unwrapped toys for 
children in need and enjoyed gourmet 
waffles and hot cocoa while being en-
tertained by Maryland School of Music 
students. 

Christmas decorating began short-
ly after Thanksgiving with outdoor dec-
orations put in place, particularly the 
giant tree placed in the Courtyard for a 
second year.  Members of the Flower 
and Interiors Committees, led by Pat 
Duggan and Helen Lauck, then took 

on the task of decorating Collington’s interior, with 
first priority given to the auditorium in preparation 
for the Collington Singers Concert.  Then followed 
decoration of the hallways and lobbies with Christ-
mas trees, garlands, live plants, floral decorations 
with candles, ornaments and even nutcrackers.

The Collington Singers, suitably attired in 
see Holidays, p.2
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black and white with red and green accents, pre-
sented their Winter Concert December 7 and 8, 
directed by Marilyn Haskel.  This year’s theme was 
“Sense and Nonsense.” The “sense” portion of the 
program included secular selections from Brazil 
and Ghana, hymns, spirituals and carols. The 
“nonsense” portion included an irreverent work of 
“PDQ Bach” and novelty settings of “Jingle Bells” 
and “Deck the Hall.”   Resident pianist and singer 
Peter Basquin also played three entertaining se-
lections from PDQ’s “Betty Sue Bach’s Notebook.” 

Collington’s concert impresario, Carol Kempske, 
arranged a special Sunday afternoon holiday con-
cert for Dec. 11 by the choir from Saint Andrews 
Church in College Park.

On Dec. 13, the Trip Committee scheduled a 
bus to enjoy the spectacular drive-through display 
of more than 2.5 million lights highlighted by a 
giant 54-foot LED musical tree at the nearby Wat-
kins Regional Park Festival of Lights.

The Interfaith Chapel Committee’s planned 
chapel services began with the annual Thanksgiv-
ing Eve service.  On Dec. 14, Faith Forum and 
Hope Presbyterian Church scheduled a service of 
lessons and carols. On Christmas Eve, there will 
be a service in the Arbor at 2 p.m. and at 4 p.m., 
there will be a Catholic Service in the Chapel. At 
7 p.m., there will be a Community Service there.  
Immediately following the New Year’s Eve Party 
in the auditorium (about 9 p.m.) an interfaith New 
Year service will be held in the chapel.

Dickens Dinner has become a Collington tradi-
tion.  This Dec.14 swank gathering organized by 
Tom McCain features a gourmet dinner and drinks 
prepared by the Collington culinary staff, as well 
as readings of Charles Dickens’s works, climaxing 
with “A Christmas Carol.”  

The Outreach Committee adds to its regular 

collection of donated food for the Bowie Food 
Pantry and provides special holiday gifts for 
families of some of the children attending Cora 
Rice and Kettering elementary schools (where 
committee members also provide tutoring).  Be-
sides providing gift certificates to the parents, the 
committee arranged a Dec. 16 gift wrapping party 
to prepare presents for the children and also for 
homeless men.

The December 19 annual Holiday Party will 
feature the Collington Singers Small Group, a 
holiday reading by Eloise Branche, Peter Basquin 
playing holiday favorites, and more. Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa will attend, but we hear that the elves may 
be missing with some regulars being out of town.  
There will be refreshments.  The party is orga-
nized by the Hospitality Committee chaired by 
Marilu Shearer.

Hanukkah will be celebrated every night from 
Sunday, December 22 to Saturday, December 28 
at 5:30 p.m.  Because the dining room is closed 

see Holidays, p.3
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A Guide to Seasonal  
Light Displays

By Jim Giese

As we approach Christmas and the winter sol-
stice – the time when daylight is scarcest – artifi-
cial light presents itself, sometimes in spectacular 
fashion.

Close to us, the Watkins Regional Park Win-
ter Festival of Lights (Enterprise Road, Md. 193, 
south of Central Avenue) is one of the best drive-
through light displays I have seen.  There is a 
per-car fee (except on Christmas Day) and dona-
tions of canned goods are welcome.  Brookside 
Gardens in Montgomery County has a nice winter 
garden walk and there is a per-car parking fee 
there.  Usually the Mormon Temple grounds in 
Kensington are lavishly lit up, but not this year due 
to building renovation.

For an overnight trip, you might consider Ogle-
bay Park in Wheeling, W. Va., off I-70, about a five-
hour drive.  It is the best drive-through light display 
I have seen; it claims over a million visitors each 
year.  Oglebay is a large resort offering accom-
modations and plenty of other activities, including a 
mansion and a glass museum to visit.  Nearby, on 
the Ohio River, are glass factories to tour.

If your cravings for Christmas lights also in-
cludes chocolate, consider Hershey, Pa., about 
a two-hour drive from here.  Hershey Park, an 

on Sunday, that day’s celebration will be in the 
Ivy Lounge.  On the other days, the gathering will 
be in the dining room.  Priscilla Lindenauer rep-
resents the Jewish community on the Interfaith 
Chapel Committee.

Residents will get an early start to ring in the 
New Year at Collington’s annual New Year Eve 
Party organized by the Hospitality Committee.  
Instead of dinner, party goers will enjoy delicious 

hors d’oeuvres and drinks between 6 and 9 p.m. 
this year while once again dancing or foot-tapping 
to the music of Stef Staggieri’s band.

The New Year will bring no rest for our busy 
bees.  Not only will all the decorations have to 
be taken down and stored, but preparations will 
be under way for Black and Woman’s History 
Months and who knows what else.

Holidays from p. 2

Close Encounters of the 
Collington Kind

In November we told the story of Bill and Nancy 
Lively encountering Janet Kozera at London’s Heath-
row Airport.   We invited residents to tell us of similar 
incidents. The first two responses are below.  Send 
word of your unexpected encounter by email to new-
fair6@gmail.com or place a hard copy in mailbox 4101.

When I came to Collington I had two surprises. 
The first was Phyllis Sternau from Mt. Vernon, 
N.Y.  Because I had visited there with Rabbi 
Solomon Fineberg and his wife, I asked Phyllis 
if she knew them. “Sure,” she said, “he’s at my 
temple. How do you know him?”

I explained that my grandparents had housed 
students from Hebrew Union College in Cincin-
nati.  Sol had become a close friend through 
three generations.  Phyllis and I later visited Sol’s 
widow at a CCRC in Baltimore.

The second surprise was Dorothy Morthorst, 
who told me she was from Nauvoo, Ill.  I knew 
it was a small town, so I said, “You must know 
Martha Hierstein,” who was from Nauvoo and 
had been the head nurse at the Air Force base in 
Japan where I was stationed. “Of course,” Doro-
thy replied with a big smile. “She was my best 
friend in school.” – Ardyce Asire

 I asked my dinner companion, “What did you 

see Lights, p.6 see Encounters, p.10
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Terry and Joey Drown: Serving 
Coast Guard and Girl Scouts
By Mary Bird

Terry and Joey Drown moved 
to Collington from their home of 43 
years in Bowie.  They moved to 
Bowie when Terry was assigned to Coast Guard 
headquarters in Washington, and decided to re-
main in the area when he retired in 1983.

Terry had a 25-year post-retirement career 
in the defense contracting industry, working for 
a company called TRW, which was acquired by 
Northrop Grumman, and later for Raytheon.  Joey 
had a 35-year career in banking, working for the 
same bank, which after a series of acquisitions, 
became part of PNC.  They have three children, 
two sons who live in Tennessee and a daughter, 
who lives in Maryland.

Joey Drown was born in Rip-
ley, Miss., but grew up in Buffalo, 
N.Y., where she met Terry when 
he was assigned to the Buffalo 
Coast Guard Station.  While the 
children were young, Joey spent 

a lot of time doing volunteer work in their schools.  
After the youngest child entered junior high 
school, she started working in banking.

While working at the bank, Joey became in-
volved with the Girl Scouts, first as a troop leader 
and then, as part of the management of a com-
munity of 47 Girl Scout Troops, where she trained 
leaders who kept the community’s financial affairs 
in order.  Joey was active in scouting for 17 years 
and remains a lifetime member of the Girl Scouts.

Terry was born in Vermont and grew up in 
Sharon, Vt.  He enlisted in the Coast Guard and 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

was trained as an electronics technician.  He 
received advanced training in electronics and 
received a bachelor’s degree in engineering.  The 
majority of Terry’s Coast Guard career was spent 
in the Long-Range Aids to Navigation (LORAN) 
program.  He served on LORAN stations on Nan-
tucket Island, Okinawa, and in Florida.

After completing Officer Candidate School, 
Terry continued working in the LORAN program, 
where he developed a prototype system to moni-
tor ship movement in port areas, using position 
reports automatically transmitted by LORAN-
based equipment.  He also served a tour in the 
LORAN program management office.  Other 
Coast Guard assignments included shipboard 
tours where his duties included boarding officer 
for both drug interdiction patrols and enforcement 
patrols for the International Commission of North-
west Atlantic Fisheries.

Since retirement, Joey and Terry have enjoyed 
traveling.  Some of their travel involved investigat-
ing Joey’s family history and re-establishing old 
family ties.  A connection made through Ancestry.
com resulted in a trip to Mississippi to reunite with 
relatives from Joey’s birthplace, and information 
from the same source led to a journey to Sicily to 
visit the birthplaces of her father’s parents.  

Since moving to Collington, Terry and Joey 
have joined the Collington Singers, and Joey has 
joined the knitting group.  They both are getting 
involved in the exercise programs offered by Col-
lington and SAGE.

Norma Jean Vanagas:  
33 Years of Government Service
By Mary Bird

Norma Jean (nickname NJ) was born in 
Washington’s Sibley Hospital and spent her early 
years with her parents and two younger sisters 
within a block of her grandparents.  They had a 
German-style bakery on Bladensburg Road with 
a penny-candy showcase.  Every Sunday the 
children were allowed to choose five cents’ worth 
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of candy before a Sunday drive 
around town.

In the early 1950s, Norma 
Jean’s family moved to Hyatts-
ville, where another sister was 
born.  NJ graduated from the new 

Northwestern High School with a secretarial di-
ploma.  She accepted a job at the Office of Naval 
Research in Washington, and later moved to the 
Naval Research Laboratory, then the Air Force 
Systems Command, earning promotions with 
each move.

In 1968, NJ invited George Vanagas, the 
brother of her sister’s friend, to accompany her to 
an office party.  He set three conditions:  NJ must 
drive; she must bring the bottle; and she must 
give him a corsage.  He must have liked the quirk-
iness of the corsage she gave him, made from 
weeds, dead leaves and flowers; and NJ admired 
his courage in wearing it all evening:   They were 
married six months later. 

Within a few months they bought a home in a 
new development in Bowie -- Pointer Ridge.  Six 
years later their daughter was born.  NJ stayed 
home with her for a few years until a former boss 
contacted her to return to work. 

She was working for the Air Force at Andrews 
Air Force Base when new technology, closed cir-
cuit TV, was introduced to facilitate meetings and 
conferences throughout the region and among 
top brass officers. Daily morning news and weath-
er forecasts were delivered to all CCTV users and 
NJ was the “weather girl.”  She loved that job!

Still another promotion brought her to work for 
the Federal Aviation Administration, where she re-
mained until retirement after more than 33 years 
of government service.   

George Vanagas also worked for the Federal 
government, first with Navy enlistment, then the 
Post Office, and finally with the Government Print-
ing Office, from which he retired after 35 years of 
service.

Norma Jean and George enjoyed trips orga-

nized through Prince George’s Community Col-
lege.  They went to Europe, including Ireland, as 
well as cruises to Bermuda, Cancun, Caribbean 
ports, the west coast of Mexico, Hawaii, and 
Nova Scotia. 

George, after contending with numerous seri-
ous health problems for several years, died in 
2011, just before his 80th birthday.  NJ stayed in 
their Bowie home until back and leg problems 
made it hard for her to drive. Her first visit to 
Collington convinced NJ she had found her new 
home.

Her daughter Michele and her husband live in 
Millersville, Md., with their son and twin daugh-
ters.  Her stepdaughter, Terry, lives in Nevada 
with her daughter.

Darlene Fann: A Self-Reliant Life
By Peggy Latimer

Darlene was raised in West 
Philadelphia by her parents, a 
mechanic and a seamstress. After 
graduating from high school, she completed a 
course for medical laboratory technician. While 
working full-time at Philadelphia’s VA Hospital, 
she enrolled as a part-time student at Temple 
University, where she accrued two years’ worth 
of college credits. “But I grew bored and wanted 
something adventurous.” So she joined the Army, 
and for the next three years was stationed at the 
Pentagon Telecommunications Center as a com-
puter operator. 

After leaving the Army, Darlene finished her 
degree in biological science at the University 
of Maryland. After graduating, she took a job 
at Walter Reed Hospital as a research techni-
cian. Then she began moving around a lot: to 
the Army and Air Force and the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense. “That was how I could get 
promoted.”

see Newcomers, p.8
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Watkins Park (Tripsavy.com)

amusement park, is lavishly lit up for the holidays, 
as is the historic Hershey Hotel.  Although I haven’t 
done it, I expect the view from the Ferris Wheel is 
spectacular.  Among other activities, there are tours 
of the chocolate factory and a chocolate museum.

Kennett Square, Pa., is about a two-and-a-half-
hour drive from here, a little north of Wilmington, 
Del.  Our sister Kendal community, Kendal at 
Crosslands, is located there.  At Christmas time, 
Longwood Gardens has an elaborate display of 
outdoor lights, a colored fountain show and a giant 
conservatory decked out with special holiday floral 
displays.  Be prepared to do lot of walking.  Wheel-
chairs are available.  You need to order timed tick-
ets in advance.

Nearby is the Winterthur House Museum in 
Delaware.  Both Longwood and Winterthur are 
Dupont family estates.  While Longwood is noted 
for its gardens, Winterthur is primarily noted for its 
large collection of American decorative arts, which 
are arranged in room settings throughout this giant 
mansion.  There are different tours to choose from, 
including special one on Christmas decorations of 
various times, as done by the Duponts.  The es-
tate also has extensive gardens, but these are to 
be seen in growing season, particularly at azalea 
and rhododendron time.  Advance reservations are 
needed.

Also near Longwood is the Brandywine River 
Museum, located at Chadds Ford, Pa., in a Civil 
War-era gristmill.  It is noted for its extensive col-
lection of paintings from the members of the inter-
nationally acclaimed Wyeth family.

My last trip suggestion is “Christmas City, USA,” 
Bethlehem, Pa, about three and a half hours from 
here, north of Philadelphia.  Although the town 
seems to be doing more decorating and special 
events than when I was last there, the Moravian 

Historic District, while worth seeing, is mostly 
decorated with candles in windows.  The city of-
fers a “Christkindlmarkt” offering better quality 
merchandise than the several I saw in Germany 
and Austria.  Another holiday market is open on 
weekends.  The Bethlehem Hotel is historic, as 
is the Moravian Book Store, the oldest continuing 
operating bookstore in the world.  And there are 
plenty of shops at which youmay buy the beautiful 
Moravian star.

Lights from p. 3

Hershey Park Photo

Longwood Gardens (Visit Philadelphia)
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Recent Events at Collington, Illustrated

The Weed Warriors aren’t the only 
“double Ws” at Collington.  During the 
long drought in summer and early fall a 
group of residents dubbed the “Wonder-
ful Waterers” kept the Courtyard plants 
alive. There were four regularly sched-
uled waterers and six substitutes, plus 
Horticulturist Kyle Olsen (photo at right). 

The Speakers Committee continued 
its presentation of timely and interesting 
speakers with the Nov. 13 appearance 
of Ambassador Charles Freeman.  The 
ambassador, whose long diplomatic 
career includes serving as director of 
Chinese affairs at the State Depart-
ment, spoke on “A World Divided: The 
Implications of the Sino-American Rift.” 

Maja Keech, right, with Pat King, was chief  
organizer of the event.  Photo by Marian Fuchs 

Ambassador Charles Freeman.
Photo by Peter Pfund.

Seated are three of the regulars: Charlotte Melichar, Don Peterson, 
Howard Piggee;. Standing, Substitutes Nancy Brown, Lois Brown, 

Dorothy Yuan, Jeanne Slawson; Not pictured are regular  
Irmgarde Dugge and substitutes Sara Case and Pat Kirkham.  

Photo by Peggy Latimer.

The annual holiday bazaar was not only a 
fund-raising success (See page one) but also 
a great opportunity for Collington residents to 
enjoy each others’ company.   
More bazaar pictures, page 12.
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Then Darlene moved to the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration [RSA] at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. The RSA was established to 
rehabilitate people with disabilities, both physical 
and cognitive, so they can return to work. As an 
IT specialist, Darlene helped design, develop, and 
maintain systems for tracking the rehab process. 
“When I got here, I had gotten as far as I could.” 
She stayed about 15 years until retirement. 

Why Collington? Darlene, who was living in 
Clinton, Md., thought, “Maybe I should downsize.” 
Collington was close to her church. She felt, “This 
is probably where I should be, but I kept it on 
the back burner.” Then she attended a market-
ing event in late 2018. Told that there was a unit 
available at that moment, she took one look at an 
apartment overlooking the lake and knew immedi-
ately that this was it. “The view is what got me.” 

Darlene has been quite self-reliant most of 
her life. Her mother sent to her to a school out of 
the neighborhood, and in junior and senior high 
school she took a curriculum that none of her 
friends took. “I got used to doing things by myself 
without having to wait for somebody else.” 

Her independence shows at Collington. Dar-
lene is active in exercise activities. She some-
times helps Dennis Evans with the Computer 
Clinic, and has signed up for the Outreach Com-
mittee. She’s active in her church, From the Heart 
Church Ministries. She enjoys one nice trip, such 
as a cruise, annually. And in Darlene’s apartment, 
it’s clear that she is a Redskins fan of long stand-
ing. To sum up her life at Collington: “Everything 
here is just so cozy, and of course, the people, 
staff, and residents so friendly.” And she added, 
“To me, being here is like permanent vacation!”

David and Linda Creason:  
Children of Golfers and a  
Tobacco Farmer
By Pat Bozeman

Dave was born and raised in 
Harrisburg, Pa., the oldest of eight 
children. Both parents were champion golfers 
and –- fun fact –- Dave says he was 12 years old 
before he realized there were people who didn’t 
play golf.

Dave attended Penn State University, work-
ing summers to earn his way at Bethlehem Steel 
Company during the night shift in what he called 
the “soot hole.” He graduated from Penn State 
with a degree in Chemical Engineering and was 
recruited right out of college by the Navy to work 
as a civilian at the Indian Head Naval Ordnance 
Station in Charles County, Md., a base dedicated 
to explosives and propellants. 

The bulk of Dave’s career as a chemical engi-
neer was spent at Indian Head. His last position 
was as the Director for New Business, seeking 
out new opportunities to be explored.  He took 
early retirement to do consulting work, doing 
proposal writing and environmental training, the 

latter necessitating a great deal of 
travel. 

Linda was born in Washington, 
D.C., but was raised on a tobacco 
farm in Charles County along with 
one brother.  Her father farmed 

that crop and later also served as the Trial Mag-
istrate for the county.  Her mother was a home-
maker until a hurricane destroyed the tobacco 
crop one year, when she went to work as a sec-
retary for the University of Maryland Extension 
Service. 

Linda graduated from the University of Mary-
land with a degree in English Education. She 

Newcomers from p. 5

see Newcomers, p.10
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My review of Jalapeno’s, published in the Col-
lingtonian five years ago, was the first of about 
three dozen restaurant reviews. I have selected 
the six best restaurants to revisit. Also, I will give 
my present appraisal of three restaurants that 
I might have rated better than they are today, 
based on a second visit. Some restaurants have 
closed their doors, and they, too, are listed.

Harvest Thyme has been open for two years; 
Joyce and I have eaten there about twice a 
month, mostly for lunch. The food is consistently 
good.  Among our favorites are the steak frites; 
the meat is a tender culotte cut and the fries are 
always thin and crisp. The mussels and the daily 
specials are invariably “special.” Harvest Thyme 
is ten miles east of Collington via Central Ave-
nue. No need to use the Beltway or Route 50. 

My “go to” restaurant for birthdays, anniver-
saries and out-of-town visitors who might want 
a view of the Annapolis marinas while they eat 
is Carrol’s Creek in Eastport, near Annapolis. Its 
cream of crab soup has won many awards and I 
love it! Joyce often orders the appetizer portion 
of seared scallops in phyllo dough as an entree. I 
like either the rock fish or crab cake platters.

Of the same genre is the Narrows Restaurant 
just over the Kent Narrows Bridge. The food is of 
the same quality as Carrol’s Creek, plus you get 
a beautiful view of the marshland when you travel 
the Bay Bridge. I like the cream of crab soup and 
the fried oysters. The view and food make the 30-
mile trip worth it.

The Old Ebbitt Grill at 15th and G St. NW is a 
great place to rendezvous with out-of-town visi-

Past Reviews in Review

tors who cannot spend the time for more than 
lunch. Their crab cake and hamburger are deli-
cious and they are known for their oyster bar. 
This is an expensive way to eat oysters but you 
can select from local varieties to New England 
imports. All are good.

Nonna Angela on Route 450 at Route 3 is new 
but a real find. I became aware of this restaurant 
after several Collingtonians who had previously 
lived in the area recommended it. The penne bo-
lognaise is my favorite dish, Joyce is partial to the 
veal Marsala with rosemary potatoes.

Amber Spice is my favorite restaurant any-
where because the Indian food is so different 
from ordinary Indian restaurants and the flavors 
virtually jump off the plate. This is the improved 
successor to the late Curry Leaf. Just south of 
Laurel on Route 1, it is an easy drive, mostly on 
the BW Parkway.

In addition to these six restaurants, I have 
three Honorable Mentions: Jalapeno’s for good 
Spanish and Central American food, Soul for its 
excellent New Orleans cuisine and Sam’s on the 
Waterfront for fine dining on local seafood.

Several restaurants that I have previously recom-
mended have failed to live up to their reviews. The 
Killarney House continues to have kitchen prob-
lems. Their potato soup was bland and the fried 
foods not cooked through on a midday lunch visit 
with friends. If a restaurant cannot staff the kitchen 
in the off hours it should not open at that time.

A subsequent visit to the Inn at Pirate’s Cove 
was, to me, a disaster. Joyce and I took H.D. 
and Mary Kim there for seafood. The raw oys-
ters were dried out and the fish, on a cold plate, 
became inedible in a short time. The difference 
seemed to be the server. On our first visit the 

see Reviews, p.10
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Encounters from p. 3

server looked after everything: the oysters, the 
fish and sides. On the visit with the Kims we had 
a young waiter with a large party nearby who 
could not handle the situation. Who wants to visit 
a restaurant and have to gamble that you will get 
a competent waiter?

Another restaurant with problems is Mike’s 
Crab House. The new manager has set a limit 
on the raw oyster special because he was los-
ing money. For the previous owners the oysters 
were a “cost leader.” That is, they were intended 
to bring in customers. Also, while eating on the 
deck recently we viewed the steamed crabs 
being served nearby. They looked and smelled 
like they had been cooked the day before. This 
rattled my confidence in the Crab House. Would 
these steamed crabs be up to the standards of 
the Annapolis area?

Some other restaurants recently reviewed 
have closed their doors. They include Christo-
pher’s, Boss Shepherd and Les Folies Brasse-

rie. T.J. Elliotts has closed, but a Ledo Pizza and 
Pub has moved into the building. Mamma Ange-
la’s has been renamed Nonna Angela’s.

In the coming year I plan to review other res-
taurants. If you have enjoyed another restaurant, 
please tell me about it so that I might review it at 
some time. Bon Appetit!

Reviews from p. 9

do?” “I worked as a public health nurse for 
D.C.” she replied.

“Oh, so did I. What area were you in?”

“I had a supervisor named Mrs. K, who 
was a character,” she said.

“So did I!”

So went my first encounter with Eloise 
Branche (who is a few years younger than 
I am). But we share the same work experi-
ence as public health nurses in D.C. 

What are the odds?? – 60 years later to 
be able to share our stories about life and 
work in D.C. – Doris Walsh

Newcomers from p. 8

taught in La Plata High School, her alma mater, 
and Bowie High School for her first two years 
following graduation. She was then hired as a 
technical writer/editor for the Indian Head Naval 
Ordnance Station where Dave worked. They met 
at the Officers’ Club. Dave says their first date 
was on a rainy Monday night at a Washington, 
D.C. Spanish restaurant.

Linda’s career was on hiatus while she raised 
their two daughters, but she became involved in 
a number of civic endeavors over time, includ-
ing the Charles County Board of Education, 
the League of Women Voters and the Charles 
County Children’s Aid Society. She also would 
return later to the Naval Ordnance Station on a 
part-time basis until retirement.

Most recently citizens of La Plata, Md., the 
Creasons long knew about Collington from 
Charles County friends who are longer-term Col-
lington residents: Kay Laughton, Mary Reeves 
and Jessica Milstead. Both daughters’ families, 
including five grandchildren, are nearby in 
Charles County and Towson, Md.

Linda is already involved in the Library Com-
mittee and is taking SAGE classes in World His-
tory and Exercise with Weights. Dave is busy, 
too, writing for the Collingtonian, attending the 
Sustainability Committee and taking the SAGE 
class on Globalization. Still, both maintain regu-
lar contact with their bridge and book clubs in 
Charles County.
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The killing frost we had in early November 
put the kibosh on our usual late-fall color, send-
ing grasses and most oaks directly into drab 
browns. We have had to take comfort is smaller 
shows of color – Siberian iris foliage, gone gold, 
providing a longer period of pleasure than the 
brief spring flowering.  

Some Epimediums turn a soft rusty red, some 
go yellowish, and a few seem to turn almost pur-
ple. Shrubs, perhaps less affected by the freeze, 
provide flashes of color. Burning bushes along 
the perimeter road, usually flaming red, this year 
mostly turned a curious but pleasing mixture of 
red, orange, lime and cream leaves.

 One handsome oak-leaf hydrangea in the 
3100s, apparently ignored by the deer, turned 
beautiful shades of peach, while another in the 
2100s was mostly rich burgundy. The early-
blooming baby’s breath spirea turned gold in 
late November in the 1200s. St. John’s-wort 
bushes in the 4100s gradually turned soft or-
ange and yellow, reluctant to give up their blue-
green coloring. 

Barberries have gone burgundy, fading into 
red and orange. Azaleas are shedding their 
older leaves, some varieties turning yellow and 
some orange, and a few going bronzy-red. Vir-
ginia sweet-spires cling to the last deep burgun-
dy leaves remaining from their November show. 
It grows colder and darker daily, so these last 
bits of plant color may soon fade.

Even the bird population is shifting; gone are 
the brilliant goldfinches -- at least the males 

Winter Looms, Colors Fade

-- who were so common at the bird feeder and 
atop the coneflower seed heads for most of the 
summer. A small group of bluebirds showed up 
in October around my birdbath and kept check-
ing out the nearby box, perhaps youngsters who 
had fledged there or parents who had raised the 
successful clutch wondering if the box would 
still be good for next year. As of Dec. 1, they 
had gone. Raspberry-stained house finches are 
even more abundant than usual, and a blue jay 
shows up from time to time. 

Robins are passing through in great flights, 
working on the lawns and swirling away like 

dry leaves in the wind. Huge flocks of grackles, 
with iridescent purple heads and bronzy bodies, 
descend in a storm to hunt in the leaves and 
grass, trying their luck as well on the feeder and 
birdbath. A bald eagle has come by to check out 
our lake as a possible hunting ground. Those 
of us who regularly view the lake birds must 
be seeing late migrants stopping off for a rest 
before continuing south for the winter.

As we approach and then pass the winter 
solstice, like a racing sloop rounding the farthest 
buoy and setting a course towards home and 
light, we have brilliant holly berries and Marian 
Fuchs’ photographs of Collington’s beauty to 
comfort us in this darkest time, until nature again 
lifts our spirits with early blooms from snow-
drops, hellebores and yellow jasmine – and 
bluebirds!

Leaves fall, robins  
pass through, lake 
birds head south



As noted earlier in this issue, the annual holiday bazaar was a smashing success, raising some $4,000  
for the Residents Association and inspiring smiles among residents and guests. 
Carol Kempske (top, right)
Eulane Rose, with Flo Marion, a former resident (top, left)
Don Lewis and University of Maryland musician in residence  
Natalie Groom (center, right)
Ann Davie, Marsha Voight and Mike McCulley (bottom, left)
Judythe Alston and Heather Huyck (bottom, right)
Photos by Marian Fuchs

Lots of Buzz at the Bazaar


