
Seldom has an event scored as 

high in popularity as February’s 

concert featuring six Collington- 

ians performing in tandem with 

this year’s resident musicians.   

Organized by Natalie Groom and 

Ieseul Yoen, the event demon-

strated “the power and pleasure 

of inter-generational fun,” said one 

happy attendee.

Leading off the show was 

Mary McCutchan, flutist, play-

ing Mendelssohn’s familiar “On 

Wings of Song” with Ieseul at the 

piano.  Mary’s later effort at a piano solo after a 

scant dozen lessons with Iseult fell short, but one 

spectator enthused: “Starting to learn something 

new at our age is to be condoned and copied, 

not criticized.”

Mary, however, is not looking for a career in 

music. She is proudest of her role in bringing 

guest musicians to Collington.  It was Mary who 

called management’s attention to the existence 

of a similar program at a neighboring retirement 

community.  The University of Maryland was 

delighted to cooperate, and for the past three 
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A Musical Night to Remember
by Frances Kolarek

Iseult Yoen and H.D Kim perform at the 
intergenerational concert in February.  

Photo by Julia Freeman.  
(More concert pictures, Page 12)

years we have hosted two music 

students from the university who 

live among us and make music for 

and with us.

H.D. Kim’s performance at the 

concert has its own story.  The 

Meet and Greet last Fall introduc-

ing two new music interns brought 

together Iseult Yoen and H.D. 

Kim, both speakers of Korean.  

Although Ieseul, a student in this 

country for the past 14 years, 

returns home for a visit each sum-

mer, she is happy to have some-

one here with whom she can converse in her 

native tongue.

The two meet weekly for songs and vocal-

izing sessions, an activity enjoyable as well as 

therapeutic for Parkinson’s sufferers like Dr. Kim, 

who need to exercise their vocal cords.  Age and 

infirmity aside, Kim sang his repertory of four 

traditional songs, from a prompt sheet written in 

Korean script, to vigorous applause.     

Singers are abundant here, but composers 

not so much.  Welcome, Ann Bauer.  Three of her 
see Musical, p.12
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Collington’s Dog Whisperer
By Mike McCulley

Many residents may not know 

Tory Knudsen; but many others 

rely on him on a daily basis. Tory 

is Collington’s dog walker. 

There are a number of resi-

dents who would not be able to 

have a dog, were it not for Tory 

walking them, in some instances 

several times a day.  

Literally and figuratively, Tory 

goes the extra mile. If a resident 

is going to be off campus for a 

few days, Tory will move into their 

cottage to care for the dog, always leaving the 

residence spotless. In one instance, a resident 

was going through rehab in the health center, 

and Tory took her dog to visit her every day – a 

joy for both. For years, Tory walked Pat King’s 

Lucy. Lucy is no longer here, but Tory stops by 

Pat’s cottage twice a week to take her trash out 

for collection.

Tory’s stepmother, Shirley Knudsen, moved 

to Collington in 2002. Shortly after arriving here, 

she suggested to Tory that there was a need for 

someone to assist residents with their dog walk-

ing. That was the start of his small business 14 

years ago. He has a real talent for communicat-

ing with the animals and they seem to enjoy his 

companionship.

Vena Darling has used Tory’s dog walking ser-

vices and said, “My dog is always happy when 

she sees him...I’m very glad Tory is here. I know I 

can rely on him.” 

Ron McPherson is also effusive in praising 

Tory: “Dogs instantly knew Tory was a friend 

when they first met him.  Our 

Bella, as a young escapist, loved 

him and would go to him on sight.  

“Even when we were taking 

Bella to the vet for the last time, 

she cried out when she saw Tory 

taking Toby for a walk without her.”

A little-known fact about Tory is 

that he is a genealogy expert. For 

years he has been studying his 

own family tree and has 38,500 

ancestors on the tree. It is traced 

back to the 15th century and cov-

ers much of Europe. Between his dog walking 

appointments, you can see Tory doing his re-

search in our library.

We are fortunate to have a trustworthy individ-

ual who is well liked by residents and their pets. 

Tory Knudsen and friend.   
Photo by Mike McCulley.
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Women’s History Month 2020:
A Significant Centennial

By Peggy Latimer

 Former Senate aide Bonnie 

Cronin and women’s historian 

Heather Huyck, the Collington 

Women’s Committee co-chairs, 

plus about a dozen committee 

members, have organized this 

year’s Women’s History pro-

gram. Bonnie stated, “The 2020 

program is a special tribute to 

our foremothers.”

Why is 2020 special? This 

is the centennial of the ratifica-

tion of the Constitution’s 19th 

Amendment that granted 

American women the right to 

vote. “Eight million women voted 

in the 1920 presidential elec-

tion,” Heather stated. “It was the 

largest single expansion of the 

American electorate.” But, she 

added, “Many minority women were denied full 

right to vote until later, with some Black women 

having to wait for the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

And we know that this right again is threatened.”

Although the struggle had long been brewing, 

the first public call for women’s right to vote, as 

well as access to education and the professions, 

took place at the 1848 Seneca Falls (N.Y.) Con-

vention.  There, Elizabeth Cady Stanton pre-

sented her Declaration of Sentiments, which she 

based on the Declaration of Independence, e.g.: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all 

men and women are created equal; . . .” 

“We wanted to recognize the centennial, 

but also wanted to give a stronger background 

in women’s history,” Heather said. That’s why 

see Centennial, p.5

she gave a four-session class 

on women’s history in February, 

focusing on how incorporating 

women’s history changes our 

understanding of American his-

tory.  One attendee, Eloise ‘Scotti’ 

Scott, commented, “The class 

was both expansive and inclusive, 

and it solicited experiences of 

women from the group.” 

Attendees brought mementoes, 

e.g., Scotti’s grandmother’s very 

heavy irons; and fellow class-

mates noticed that Maja Keech 

was acknowledged for her as-

sistance in one of the books that 

was passed around.  For Scotti, 

“Heather stressed that the move-

ment was not just a white battle, 

but that there were Black suffrag-

ists, and Native-American women were a part.” 

“This year we have lots of activities and 

exhibits, highlighting how hard it was getting 

the right to vote and how it was a doorway to 

other rights,” Heather said.  In addition to ex-

hibits in the Clocktower glass cases and on the 

auditorium wall, there are talks by Collington 

women and a distinguished history professor, 

a dramatic reading of a 19th-century female 

humorist’s tale, trips to the homes of women’s 

rights advocate Frederick Douglass and Ameri-

can Red Cross founder Clara Barton, a suffrage 

sing-along, and a discussion of contemporary 

Heather Huyck’s reproduction  
“Jailed for Freedom” pin.  

In 1917, 168 women suffragists were 
arrested for picketing the White House. 
Released after serious mistreatment, 

each woman was presented a  
“Jailed for Freedom” pin  

by their supporters. 
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Nancy Webb and Norman Taylor:  
Love at First Incision
By Dorothy Yuan

What is it like to meet your soul mate while 

presiding over an operating table?  That’s how 

Nancy and Norman, who will soon be celebrat-

ing their 29th year of marriage, began their life 

together.  They were both Ob-Gyn physicians 

practicing with a large group that serves a com-

munity of some 300 miles radius, located in the 

coal country of Beckley, W.Va. 

Nancy wanted to be in the 

medical field ever since she 

underwent a procedure at age 

10, and was much impressed 

with the care she received. 

She acquired her credentials at 

Radcliffe College and Columbia 

Medical School.  She was recruited to the prac-

tice in Beckley, and found the locality a pleasant 

change from the crowded and demanding life or 

New York City.

Norman says he kind of fell into 

the medical profession.  But in fact, 

it appears his talent for science 

was so evident to all his advisors 

that they promptly steered him 

in the right direction.  He was a 

product of the University of Maryland system 

and then internship and residency at the Phila-

delphia Naval Hospital.  He had joined the Navy, 

which paid for all his education.

After raising their children – two sons for 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

Nancy and a son and two daughters for Norman 

– the couple retired and moved to an apartment 

in the Foggy Bottom area in D.C., where they 

could enjoy the amenities of city life at their 

leisure.  Being ready again for a more rustic life 

style, especially for their constant companion, 

Bernie, a rescue poodle-mix, they decided to 

move to Collington, where they could continue 

to interact with interesting people with as much 

diversity as their friends in D.C.  

Both Nancy and Norm are testing the vari-

ous campus activities and taking time to decide 

which ones to participate in.  Nancy, being a 

singer and an active participant in two Encore 

Creativity chorales, has already decided to 

joined the Collington Singers.  

Nancy also has decided to offer her assis-

tance in interpreting medical information for resi-

dents.  Given the complicated terminology often 

fired at patients within a short consulting period, 

this could be a very useful service.

Pat and Mike Burke:  
Caring for People and the Environment
By Dorothy Yuan

Pat Burke loves to care for oth-

ers.  After a 20-year career as a 

public health nurse, she returned 

to graduate school to earn her 

Nurse Practitioner degree.  She 

proceeded to spend the next 10 

years directing a free-standing, school-based 

health clinic for underprivileged children in a 

heavily Hispanic community just outside Wash-

ington, D.C.  She quickly learned Spanish and 

became a favorite in the community.

You won’t be surprised that now that she and 

her husband Mike are Collington residents, she 

is volunteering at the nearby Cora Rice Elemen-

tary School, reading to kindergarteners and first 
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graders.  She’s also a volunteer in the library 

and an active participant in our exercise pro-

grams.  She sings in a Washington church choir 

and two national choruses.

Pat and Mike met in college 

in tiny Loretto, Pa.  They married 

upon graduation, 43 years ago.  

After living and working in the 

Philadelphia area for a decade, 

the couple moved to Cheverly 

when Mike took a job as an aide for a Pennsyl-

vania Congressman.  They lived there for 30 

years.

A major reason for their decision to come to 

Collington is their love of the open space and 

the community’s philosophy of being good stew-

ards of the land.  This is not surprising because 

Mike specialized in environmental policy.  After 

four years of working for the House of Repre-

sentatives, he moved on to the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Chesapeake Bay Program, 

where he served as an Associate Director in 

charge of government relations and communi-

cations for the regional partnership including 

EPA, six states and the District of Columbia, a 

tri-state commission, and participating advisory 

groups.  

In 2006, newly elected Senator Ben Cardin 

asked Mike to join his staff.  Except for some 

time off to work for Senator Barbara Boxer’s 

Environment Committee, he spent the next six 

years as Senator Cardin’s senior environment 

aide.  Some health challenges forced Mike into 

an early retirement in 2012.

Pat and Mike are very happy with their new 

home, and the values exhibited by the commu-

nity.  Both of them are avid bird watchers and go 

on field trips frequently, sometimes more than 

twice a week.  Mike writes a regular column, On 

the Wing for the Chesapeake Bay Journal.

Centennial from p. 3

19th-Amendment articles.  

A few thought-provoking facts: Heather men-

tioned that while the American effort was heavily 

influenced by the British “Suffragette” move-

ment, some supporters pointed out that the 

“ette” was a diminutive, so American advocates 

adopted “suffragist.” Then, there were “suffra-

gents,” recognizing those men active in support-

ing women’s suffrage.

Bonnie and Heather want to hear from 

anyone with suggestions for next year’s pro-

gram. “Women’s history is everywhere and year-

long,” Heather concluded, “It’s just a question of 

discovering where to find it.”

Collington Connection
at National Museum

Collington  

resident Rhoda 

Nixon is included  

in an exhibit inaugu-

rated in January at 

the National Museum 

of African-American 

History and Culture 

in Washington.

The exhibit features predominantly African-

American sororities and fraternities, including 

Zeta Phi Beta, of which Rhoda has been an 

active member for 73 years. The sorority is cel-

ebrating its centennial this year. Rhoda joined it 

as an undergraduate at Minor Teachers College, 

now the University of the District of Columbia.

The photograph shows Rhoda, on the left, 

with Valerie Hollingsworth Baker, the current 

chief executive of the sorority, viewing the exhibit.

Photo courtesy of Rhoda Nixon



6         The Collingtonian              March 2020

Supporters of the vote for women picket the  
White House during the Woodrow Wilson  

administration.  National Park Service photo.

Last year, Collin-

gton resident Steve 

Woodbury began 

putting together a 

handbook of songs 

sung by suffragists 

in the 19th and early 

20th centuries.  It was 

a way for him to pre-

pare for this year’s 

observance of the 

100th anniversary of 

the 19th Amendment, 

which banned vot-

ing discrimination by 

gender. 

He found some songs with original lyrics and 

tunes. Others have pro-vote-for-women lyrics 

attached to familiar national songs, hymns, and 

songs from other 19th century social movements.  

“America” has at least four sets of suffragist lyr-

ics; “Battle Hymn of the Republic” (also known 

as “John Brown’s Body”) has at least six; and 

“Yankee Doodle” has several sets of suffragist 

lyrics too.  

The national women’s suffrage leaders pub-

lished leaflets with song lyrics for local move-

ment groups to use.  In fact, they urged these 

groups to sing at least two songs at each meet-

ing with all attending chiming in.  Groups singing 

may have engendered fervor for the cause and 

united women from diverse backgrounds in a 

shared activity.

While putting together the songbook, Steve 

drew from these 

leaflets, and referred 

to a compilation of 

Suffragist Sheet 

Music published in 

2002 and edited 

by Danny O’Crew.  

Other songs were 

tracked down in the 

Schlesinger Library 

at Radcliffe College, 

which is a repository 

of suffragist’s pa-

pers, some CDs and 

a vinyl record, the 

Smithsonian, and the National Women’s History 

Alliance, the internet, and a 1902 book “Songs 

the Whole World Sings.”  All songs in Steve’s 

book are in the public domain. 

Steve’s compilation includes songs sung by 

women imprisoned in Occoquan after picketing 

the White House.  The oldest song in the book, 

“Rights of Women”, sung to the tune of “Amer-

ica”, was published in 1795. Steve’s songbook 

only has songs with lyrics sung to familiar tunes.

Steve is a member of the Folklore Society of 

Greater Washington (FSGW).  Last fall he led 

a workshop at the FSGW using an earlier draft 

of his suffragist songbook.  He grew up sing-

ing songs from the peace, labor, and civil rights 

movements.  

The Women’s History Month committee has 

planned a sing-along for Saturday, March 21 at 

4 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Steve’s suffragist song-

book will be used.

Women’s History Month
Singing Songs of Suffrage

By Mary Bird
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Kyle Olsen.  Photo by 
George Newman.

Our Invaluable Horticulturist
By Dorothy Yuan

In the two years since Kyle Olsen 

joined the staff as the resident horticul-

turist of Collington in September, 2017 

(see Introduction in Nov/Dec, 2017 Col-

lingtonian), he has proven to be an in-

dispensable asset to our community.  

For the first time in years we have 

someone who closely monitors the 

work of Ruppert, our contracted land-

scape company, to make sure that 

shrubs and trees are properly trimmed, 

grasses mowed appropriately, best 

types of decorative plantings selected, 

and the extent of mulching applied.  

Previously when residential units change 

hands, the gardens have been planted haphaz-

ardly.  Now we have the patient services of Kyle.  

He consults and makes suggestions to new 

residents on the design of their gardens, keeping 

in mind the inclusion of natural and native spe-

cies and the surrounding environment.  Then he 

oversees the contractor in the proper execution.  

For older units, Kyle has always been available 

for the removal of unwanted vegetation, such as 

the wildly invasive houtinia, or overgrown shrubs 

and trees, or for their relocation.  Moreover, he 

spends countless hours with residents, answer-

ing questions and discussing their problems with 

every tree, every bush, every plant.

Not limiting his duties to that of a horticulturist, 

Kyle has assumed much of the expertise usually 

assigned to an arborist, such as “landscape res-

toration and soil management”.  

Before the first winter, he oversaw contractors 

and personally labored to divert the water flow 

from an essential part of the woodland trail so 

that it is now fully negotiable year-round.  He is 

constantly providing help to the Weed 

Warriors. He transported loads of wood 

chips with his golf cart to locations 

more accessible to the ability of elderly 

volunteers.  The piles of debris cleaned 

out from the woods during weekends 

were always rapidly removed. 

Working with contractors, he has 

directed the removal of a number of 

downed or endangered trees along the 

trail.  Over the dry summer months, he 

transported buckets of water to newly 

planted trees in the woodlands.  The 

lake also has his attention.  When the pump that 

maintains aeration of the lake was non-function-

al, Kyle managed to find the control units and get 

it working again. 

Kyle also serves the community in other ways 

that are far beyond his job description.  On icy 

days, he checks every path to make sure there 

are no slippery patches.  On windy days, he 

makes sure that every resident secures patio 

furniture.  On hot summer days, he waters all 

the hanging gardens that only he can reach.  On 

buggy days, he helps to remove wasp nests from 

backyards.  Before holidays, he keeps the flower 

room well supplied with decorative cuttings suit-

able for each season.  Then there’s the beautiful 

Christmas tree in the courtyard. Sometimes he 

has even helped a resident to recharge his car 

battery just in time for a scheduled appointment.

In the ever-pleasant presence of Kyle Olsen in 

our community, we have gained an extraordinary 

gift that should be appreciated by one and all.
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Nearby Views of Birds and History
By Jim Giese

Cambridge, Md., on 
the Eastern Shore, is this 
month’s suggestion for a 
short overnight trip – one 
offering both history and 
bird-watching.  It will take 
about two and a half 
hours to get there, taking 
U.S. Route 50 all the way. 

First settled in 1684 on 
the southern bank of the 
Choptank River near the 
Chesapeake Bay, Cambridge, with a population 
of some 12,000, was first a shipping port for the 
tobacco grown in the area.  Since tobacco farm-
ing relied greatly on slave labor, the town port 
was the site for slave auctions and this part of 
Maryland was very sympathetic to the South in 
the Civil War.  

After the war, with a changing farm economy, 
the town became a processing center for sea-
food and farm produce.  Maintaining its southern 
heritage, including segregation, the town was a 
battleground during the 1960s for the Civil Rights 
movement.  Now, tourism has become a signifi-
cant part of the economy.

If you want to enjoy luxury amenities, plus a 
convenient location, the place to stay is the Hyatt 
Regency Chesapeake Bay Resort just east of 
town on Route 50.  There are other, less costly, 
accommodations as well.

At the resort you turn off the main highway 
to head south to see the migration of birds in 
the Blackwater Wildlife Refuge, as well as learn 
about the migration of slaves to freedom at the 
adjacent Harriett Tubman Underground Railroad 
National and State Historical Parks.  

You can limit your visit to these two areas and 

learn much about the 
life and efforts to free 
slaves made by Tub-
man, herself an escaped 
slave, and then take a 
scenic drive through the 
Refuge.  Or you can take 
more time to visit other 
nearby historic spots re-
lating to Tubman, includ-
ing the house in which 
she was born, located in 

Cambridge.  Or you can follow the 125-mile Har-
riett Tubman Underground Railroad Byway, con-
sidered to be one of the best driving tours in the 
country, as it wends its way through Maryland.  
Information for this self-guided tour is available at 
the park visitor center or on-line.

Tubman labored for long hours on nearby 
plantations cultivating rice, wading in bare feet in 
all kinds of weather in the shallow marsh waters 
that are now a part of the refuge.  She also la-
bored on the construction of a nearby boat canal.

Often beaten, she escaped to Philadelphia in 
1849 at age 27, but then returned many times 
to aid in the escape of her family and others, 
bringing to freedom some 70 slaves in some 13 
missions.  She claimed to have never “lost a pas-
senger” on her railroad.  

During the Civil War, she served as a cook, 
nurse, armed scout and a spy.  After the war she 
became active in the women’s suffrage move-
ment.  She died at about age 91.

The refuge, with more than 15,000 acres, 
includes one-third of Maryland tidal lands in 
three major habitats: forest, marsh and shallow 
water.  It has about four miles of scenic paved 
roads, five miles of hiking trails and 15 miles of 
paddling trails.  There are numerous spots to do 

Harriet Tubman Visitor Center. National Park Service photo.
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bird watching including one 360-degree vantage 
point.  It is home to the Delmarva Peninsula Fox 
Squirrel, until recently an endangered species. 

The refuge advises that by March, the north-
ern migration of birds is well under way, with 
robins and bluebirds, having arrived in February. 
This month, red-winged blackbirds arrive and the 
migratory waterfowl, some of which winter at the 
refuge, head north, while ospreys return for the 
summer.

There are other wildlife refuges on the Eastern 
Shore worthy of visits:  Eastern Neck at Rock 
Hall on the Chester River; Prime Hook near Mil-
ton and Bombay Hook near Smyrna, both in Del-
aware.  These are all within short driving distance 
from here, but for the early-bird birdwatcher, 
spending the night nearby is a good idea.  They 
all feature roads, walking trails and observation 
points.  All are recommended for bicycling.  You 
can visit the refuges year-round but beware of 
mosquitos and other bugs in the summer.

Tubman from p. 8

 Close Encounters of the Collington Kind
By Pat Bozeman

This is a regular feature documenting “small world”  
occasions at Collington. Send word of your “Collington En-
counter” by email to newfair6@gmail.com or place a hard 
copy in mailbox 4101.

Philippi is a small town of less than 3,000 
inhabitants in north central West Virginia. It’s 
cradled in the foothills of the Appalachians. On 
June 3, 1861, it was the site of the first land battle 
of the Civil War, known as the “Philippi Races.”

I was born (1944) and raised in Philippi. My un-
dergraduate college, West Virginia Wesleyan, was 
only 25 miles away, and it was there I met Marilyn 
Haskel, now a fellow Collington resident, who is 
the reason I came to Collington. At Wesleyan, 
we were both pipe organ majors and were room-
mates my senior year.  Marilyn was no stranger 
to Philippi, as we occasionally spent weekends at 
my parents’ home.

I would come to learn that other Collingtonians 
also had former connections to Philippi. Upon 
meeting one of my 1000 cluster neighbors, Denny 
Klass, I discovered that he had applied for a chap-
lain’s position at Alderson-Broaddus College, the 
local Baptist-affiliated school, upon graduating 
from Andover Newton Theological School in 1966. 
Ultimately, he would take another position in Mas-
sachusetts. Having completed my undergraduate 
degree in that same year, I was working in a sum-
mer position before graduate school at the hospi-
tal on the same campus where Denny was inter-
viewing. He and his wife, Carol, were probably just 
yards away from me on that interview day.

Another Collington resident with a Philippi con-
nection is Vena Darling, who served as director of 
the Appalachian Mental Health Center between 
January 1976 and June 1978. She also taught a 
few classes to nursing students on the stages of 
death and dying at the afore-mentioned Alderson-
Broaddus College.

And finally, Nancy and Bill Lively contribute 

annually to the West Virginia Service Week at 
their church, which is one of several Baptist con-
gregations in Maryland that have partnered for 
23 years to send volunteers to Barbour County, 
W. Va. Philippi is the county seat. Those needing 
extra help in both Philippi and the nearby town 
of Belington have been recipients of assistance 
for home repair, construction, painting and roof 
replacement, as well as plumbing and electrical 
needs. Prior to each Service Week, local partners 
in each community vet the needs of each town.  
Volunteers have also provided children’s camps 
and donated books for elementary school librar-
ies.
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Most of the priciest restaurants in Annapolis 

operate in Eastport. Nestled among those high-

end places is the Boatyard Bar and Grill, a sea-

food restaurant serving the local area. I’ve eaten 

there a dozen times over the last twenty years 

and have always had good food and service.

The building has an entrance in the middle and 

a ramp from the parking lot to that door. The front 

parking lot handles about fifteen cars and on-

street parking spots are rare. There is, however, a 

lot behind the restaurant as well as a commercial 

lot across the street. Inside are about 80 tables, 

plus room at the bar for 30 people.

The menu is extensive, featuring local seafood. 

Twelve items are offered as specials each day. 

About 115 items are on the menu. It is easier 

to list what is not on this menu. Not there are: 

croque monsieur, grasshopper tacos or the Brit-

ish pub standard “Ploughman”. There are twenty 

soup and salads, forty appetizers, house-special 

sandwiches and pizza, and twelve kids’ meals. 

Always, 10 daily specials as well as oysters.

The oysters offered are Patty Fatty that were 

harvested that morning off Hackett’s Point by the 

Mahoney family, third generation watermen living 

in Eastport; Long Island Blue Points, considered 

the tastiest oysters on the Atlantic Coast, and the 

deep cupped, farm-raised in the Chincoteague 

Bay of Maryland and Virginia, noted for their 

salty/briny flavor.

There are weekly specials each day except 

Saturdays. Sunday’s special is Buck-a-Shuck 

Boatyard’s World is Your Oyster

where one can buy the Patty Fatty oysters for $1 

each from opening until the restaurant closes. 

Other weekly specials include chicken pot pie, 

beef tacos, fish sandwiches, etc.

Joyce and I went to the Boatyard on a recent 

cold and rainy Tuesday. We shared a Patty Fatty, 

the local oysters harvested that morning. I’ve 

known for years that oysters eaten on the day 

they are harvested have a special freshness and 

more flavor of the bay than other oysters. These 

oysters were so good that I am sure they had 

been in the water until that morning.

Joyce ordered an “erster” Po Boy with Cajun 

remoulade. Having grown up in New Orleans, 

she said that the remoulade was indeed Cajun 

flavored.  Six oysters with lettuce, tomato and 

pickle on a soft baguette with a side of remou-

lade and fries made a good meal.  I ordered the 

Tuesday special, chicken pot pie, which was 

huge, equaling about two and a half Stouffer’s 

pies.  When I was full, only about one third was 

gone and the rest we took home and shared 

for dinner.  This was an excellent pot pie.  We 

shared a slice of Smith Island cake which was 

good but had not been made on the premises.

One iced tea and coffee resulted in a bill of 

just under $57.

Two Sundays later we attempted to take ad-

vantage of the buck-a-shuck special.  At 11:30 

am it was too crowded and we left.  Before trying 

again, I will find out a better time on Sunday for 

the buck-a-shuck oysters.

I am sure you will like your experience at the 

Boatyard Bar and Grill for the variety of choices, 

good preparation and excellent service.
Boatyard Bar and Grill

400 Fourth St.
Annapolis, MD 21403

410-216-6206
Mon – Fri 7:30 am – Midnight
Sat – Sun 8:00 am - Midnight

Weekend brunch – Sat & Sun – 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Happy Hour – 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm Mon – Fri
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There has recently been quite a bit of discus-

sion about planting more natives in order to sup-

port our wildlife. To that end, should we consider 

replacing our alien landscape plants with natives?

We would still have most forest trees – oaks, 

maples, American beech, sweet gum and black 

gum – as well as flowering dogwood, Canadian 

redbud and serviceberry, white pine, hemlock and 

Colorado blue spruce. However, we’d have to say 

goodbye to ginkgos, cherries and apples - not 

to mention crepe myrtles, most magnolias and 

Japanese maples.

Amongst the shrubs, I would be sad to lose 

winter jasmine, forsythia, most azaleas and 

rhododendrons, camellias, lilacs, pieris, nandi-

nas and most hydrangea. Goodbye boxwoods, 

chamaecyparis, Norway and Siberian spruces. 

We would still have clethras, a few witch-hazels, 

sweet-spire, mountain laurels, winterberry hollies, 

bayberries, deciduous azaleas, elderberry and 

meadowsweet, blueberries and some viburnums.

In our flower beds we would lose hellebores, 

epimediums, peonies and many showy onions 

and irises; remaining we would still find amso-

nias, asclepias, asters, baptisias, echinaceas, 

many grasses, penstemons, rudbeckias, sunflow-

ers, goldenrods and many other meadow lovers.

For spring bulbs, we would lose crocuses, 

daffodils, hyacinths, snowdrops and tulips – most 

of what we enjoy. We could still have jack-in-the-

pulpits, bloodroot, violets and Virginia bluebells to 

provide a later, more modest display.

When thinking about improving campus habi-

Campus Plants: 
Natives vs. Aliens

tats for wildlife, we have already taken several 

giant steps in establishing “no-mow” areas, mostly 

on those sloping lawns that have been difficult to 

mow. Our Bee Meadow, entering its third spring, 

has provided a shifting landscape each year. The 

Grounds committee has made a point of plant-

ing only natives in these more natural areas. We 

continue to plant native trees in our perimeter 

woodlands, as well as attempting to remove some 

of the many invasive aliens that inhibit growth of 

desirable natives. Callery pears, Asian bittersweet, 

Japanese honeysuckle, mile-a-minute vine, stilt-

grass and garlic mustard are the most notable of 

these, but we also battle wisteria and Ailanthus 

in areas and keep an eye on the spread of thorny 

Eleagnus and paper mulberry near the gravesite.

Were we to go to extremes and remove all 

non-natives in our inner campus, our spring show 

in particular would be sadly diminished. (Sum-

mer flower beds would still be beautiful, and fall 

color in our trees would be little changed.) I doubt 

that anyone would seriously propose this. Adding 

more natives to our personal gardens as well as to 

our public planting areas seems a laudable goal, 

however. The bottom line might be: think first about 

natives when planning a garden area, but use in-

troduced plants as needed. And remember - most 

of us come from non-native stock!

Boxwood shrubs would be lost if non-native plants 
were banned.  Brighterblooms.com photo. 



Musical from p. 1

art songs – trios for soprano, clarinet and piano 

– brought us a guest soprano, Shari Feldman, 

whose lovely voice we heard all too briefly.  Nat-

alie Groom, in her first appearance on the pro-

gram, played clarinet with Ieseul on piano.  Ann 

says, “I have sung all my life.”  She is a member 

of the Collington Singers and carpools with 

members of the Annapolis Chorale to rehearsals 

there.  Composing is something she turned to 

in her later years to fill time’s empty spaces, she 

says.  

Don Zelman, clarinetist and a favorite of the 

February’s “intergenerational”  
concert finished with Ed Robbins and 
Helen Svensen dancing to the music pro-
vided by Micky Noble at the piano  
and Natalie Groom on clarinet (right).  

Ann Bauer sang her own compositions 
(below, left). Photos by Julia Freeman.

February also saw a rip-roaring Mardi 
Gras celebration featuring the KollingKatz 
(below, right).  From left, pianist Margaret 
Bagley (partly hidden), vocalist Marilu 
Sherer, bass player Grant Bagley, drum-
mer Don Lewis and saxophonist Marilyn 
Haskel.  Photo by George Newman.

Music, Music, Music!Music, Music, Music!

Ivy Bar clientele, gave us four movements of 

a Mozart composition and immediately reap-

peared to play a polka for Helen Svensen, a 

dancer of enviable grace and flexibility who 

moved here from the Village at Collington.

After performing solo, Helen took Ed Robbins 

as partner and wound up the evening with the 

entire audience clapping in rhythm to a polka 

with Micky Noble on piano.  The concert left its 

audience in high spirits with deep gratitude for 

the hard work Ieseul and Natalie put into this 

ground-breaking event. 


