
Annual Meeting of the Collington Residents Association 

October 2, 2020 1:30 pm via Zoom 

 

In attendance: Lois Brown and Marian Fuchs (in the auditorium), all present 

and past RA executives (via Zoom), and (by invitation on Zoom) Julia 

Freeman (Election Committee Chair)  

 

Lois Brown, RA President, opened the meeting by welcoming all, and 

explaining how, with the constraints on social gathering because of the 

pandemic restrictions, we are unable to get a quorum this year.  However, 

Lois and Marian Fuchs are in the auditorium, and RA Executives will have a 

chance to speak.  Julia Freeman, chair of the Elections Committee, was also 

invited to attend and will give us the election results. 

 

Lois asked that during the opening moment of silence, residents take time to 

remember those residents we have lost during this past year since last 

October 1, 2019.  She read the list provided by Karen Cheney: 

 

    
  Mary Ellen Hines 

  Deborah McKnight 

  Harvey Dickerson 

  Muriel Newman 

  Don Olsen 

  Chuck Dell 

  Ruth Price 

  Victor Laties 

  Cherry O'Dell 

  Al Folop 

  Hope Butler 

  Florence Zook 

  Gertrude Mitchell 

  Dorothy Brown 

  Anne Hedman 

  Mildred Gray 

  Roseann Potter 

  Carl Brown 

  Delores Lewis 

  Bob McGilvray 

  Stan Cobb 

  Bob Mezey 

  Jill York 

  Victor James 

  Barbara Conklin 



  Rosemary Robinson 

  Cate Richie 

  Evelyn Westebbe 

  Rene Gimbrere 

  Elizabeth Susie 

  Dora Halton 

  William Harper 

  Dorothy Tupper 

  Elizabeth Cook 

  Margot Starr Kernan 

 

Lois stated that her first order of business was to let residents know that our 

Annual Report is available and ready.  You will be able to access it on the RA 

website, a copy will be placed in the library, or if you want your own 54-page 

copy ask Sheena Macpherson. 

 

Lois then asked Julia Freeman for the results of the election. 

 

Julia Freeman spoke: 

  This year the election process was modified because of the soft shutdown 

due to Covid-19.  There was only one candidate for each position: 

 

  President    Marian Fuchs 

  1st Vice President  Howard Piggee   

  2nd Vice President  Mary Ann Curley   

  Treasurer   Ann Carlson  

  Secretary   Sheena Macpherson 

 

The goal was therefore to allow residents to show support for these 

candidates.   

 

Karen Cheney provided Julia with a list of residents by unit number, with the 

number of residents in each unit, so Julia was able to put the correct number 

of ballots in each mail slot.  Because the Creighton Center is closed, Julia was 

unable to provide ballots for residents there.  Notices were placed in the 

Courier, on bulletin boards, and on Channel 972 detailing the election 

procedures.   

 

On September 29th through October 1st a card table (unmanned) was placed 

in the clock tower with the ballot box and signs indicating that it was for 

ballots for the RA election.  Pencils were provided.  Some ballots became 

missing from the mail slots, so on Thursday Vern (clocktower receptionist) 

was given extras for those needing them.  From 397 Independent Living 



residents, 265 (67%) of ballots were returned.  Of these, 254 were affirmative, 

2 chose selected candidates, and 8 were blank. 

 

The results show near unanimous support for all candidates:  

  President ...................... Marian Fuchs 

  1st Vice President.......... Howard Piggee   

  2nd Vice President........ Mary Ann Curley   

  Treasurer..................... Ann Carlson  

  Secretary.......................Sheena Macpherson 

 

Julia gave congratulations to all and told them that their fellow residents are 

looking forward to working with them. 

 

 

Lois continued with giving outgoing executives an opportunity to say 

something if they wish.  Judy Collins (Secretary) was the first to speak: 

 

"As a member of the Executive Committee of the Residents Association, I'd 

like to take this opportunity to say how grateful and how proud I am that our 

Collington Administration and support staff have succeeded in handling this 

pandemic.  They have made the right choices for us, and in modifying their 

procedures, their work times, and even their jobs, their sacrifices have paid 

off.  For all of the residents, I'd like to sincerely thank them. 

 

And I'd like to than the residents also, for the sacrifices they've made, 

following procedures that were often restrictive, sometimes confusing, and 

sometimes downright challenging.  Some residents have been really 

outstanding in helping others adjust to the new "normal": Charlie Clapper, 

Lois Brown, Ann Marie Rahn, Pat Johns, Barbara Fairchild, the Country Store 

and OO Shop workers, among many, many others.  And those who helped 

keep our spirits up: Marian Fuchs, Margaret and Grant Bagley, Steve 

Woodbury and Ann Bauer, Susan Wolf, and also many staff members.  Also 

our clarinetist student Natalie Groome. 

 

Even though these new pandemic practices are no longer novelties, I hope you 

can all continue to show respect to your fellow Collingtonians by being 

careful, not only for your own sake, but for the sake of your fellow residents 

and staff.  Without your continued cooperation, the efforts of the staff couldn't 

succeed.  I personally thank each and every one of you.  I've really enjoyed 

working on your behalf with the RA." 

 

Sue Regen (1st Vice President) also wanted to speak: 

"I echo everything that Judy said.  I want to extend my appreciation to the 

whole community.  In serving in this role it has been such a blessing to be 



able to interact with residents and staff and to see the many ways in which 

we support each other.  I want to especially thank Lois, who I have watched 

for two years extend herself countless hours.  Her dedication, commitment, 

energy, and pursuit of all kinds of details have made it a huge gift to me to 

work with her, as well as with Judy and Ann.  Thank you all for this 

opportunity."   

 

Ann Carlson (Treasurer) spoke next: 

"It has been an honor to work with this group under very trying 

circumstances.  Lois, your leadership has been strong.  I look forward to 

working with this new group.  I think that they will do an excellent job." 

 

Lois spoke next: 

"I'd like to thank everyone on the Executive Committee who worked with me 

and offered guidance and good advice.  And thanks to the Administration, for 

really responding to what we asked for and collaborating on many issues.  

Thanks to the Operating Chairs for their hard work these past few years.  And 

I really want to thank this community because every one of you has made 

community here possible; that's why people come here.  Finally, I'd like to 

thank Nancy Brown who, for the last 23 years has showed me that love is the 

answer to any question you could ask.  Thank you." 

 

With that, Lois passed the gavel to Marian, and bequeathed her her copy of 

Roberts Rules of Order.   

 

Marian Fuchs, new President, spoke: 

 

" Here I am wondering what on earth I've taken on here!  I want to thank all 

of you dear people who voted for me and all on my Executive Committee.  I 

would like to ask them if any of them would like to say anything." 

 

Sheena Macpherson (Secretary) spoke: 

 

"Thank you, Judy for your words and for your help.  I have some pretty big 

shoes to fill and want to thank you for helping me to get started.  I know I'll 

be looking to you for more guidance in the near future.  I'll do my best!" 

 

Mary Ann Curley (1st Vice President) spoke: 

 

"I'm looking forward to this new experience and getting to know a lot more 

people at Collington; and seeing how the whole thing is put together and 

works so efficiently.  Thank you." 

 

Marian continued: 



 

"Something I want the very most is your patience while I get to know this job.  

I hope you'll be kind to us and give us the space to make all the mistakes 

without punishment.  Thanks to Lois.  I really appreciate what you've been 

doing.  It's been a rough two years; you've given your all, your talents, 

everything.  It's a terribly difficult act to follow and I shall not try." 

 

With this, Marian presented Lois with a beautiful vase of fresh flowers. 

 

Marian closed the meeting at 1:52 with "I will see everyone at the next RA 

Council meeting on October 16th.  Good bye."   

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

         Judy Collins, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


