
faced by seniors, having cared 

for his mother, who lived in a 

care home for many years. That 

is why he jumped at the op-

portunity offered him when Dr. 

George Hennawi, Director of 

Geriatrics at MedStar, told him 

of his visions for the revitaliza-

tion of our clinic. 

In making plans and identifying specific 

needs, he received input from: Chief Operating 

Officer Megan Barbour, Director of Information 

Technology and Special Projects Rob Reigle, 

and a number of residents, including Peter Field-

ing and Nancy Webb. All of the construction was 

undertaken by Collington team members under 

the direction of Rob Reigle. Kurt was happy to 

recall that very few difficulties were encountered 

during the process.

Together with Dr. Hennawi, Kurt still entertains 

many future plans to further improve the facility. 

In addition to the present four staff members, 

they plan to hire two more, including another 

registered nurse and a part-time social worker. 

To join the primary care staff already present, 

he hopes also to recruit more on-site specialists, 

Collington’s clinic, now oper-

ated by the MedStar Center for 

Successful Aging, has under-

gone a major transformation.

When the clinic opened on 

March 10, the reception area 

was still manned by the team 

members familiar to us, but now 

they are located behind a spanking new desk 

decorated with fresh flowers, facing a large, open 

waiting area. 

The entire facility has new flooring, new ceil-

ing tiles, new plumbing, brighter lighting fixtures, 

and, most important, efficient air filtration sys-

tems. There are pleasant consultation rooms and 

a conference area for use by patients and the 

medical team. Each examination and procedure 

room is fitted with a sink and computer desk with 

computer connections, and a small refrigerator 

with backup power circuit. Completing the setup 

is a work area for staff with a mini-kitchen, con-

necting to two physicians’ offices.

The transformation was overseen by Kurt 

Martin, Senior Director of Operations for Senior 

Services at MedStar Health. His experience in-

cludes work in a number of U.S. Army hospitals. 

In addition, he always has in mind obstacles 
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New MedStar Clinic a Major Step Forward
By Dorothy Yuan

Entrance to the newly renovated clinic.  
Photo by Dorothy Yuan.

see MedStar Clinic, p. 2
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Looking Forward to Life
After COVID

More than a year after the pandemic disrupted 
our lives, many residents are looking forward to 
the return of something like normalcy.  Here are 
some of our wishes for post-COVID life, compiled 
by Peggy Latimer.

Eloise (Scotti) Scott: I’m looking forward to be-

ing outside more on long, sunny days!

Marianne Mann: I am most looking forward to 

seeing my grandchildren in Brattleboro, Vermont 

and Los Angeles!!!!!

Rita & Bud Gardiner: Dinner with friends. 

The Rogers: Jim says: Seeing, visiting, com-

municating with other residents more normally.  

Lorrie says: Ditto!

Ann Carlson: Getting my game back!

The Piggees: Pat – Not holding my breath, and 

Howard adds – In no hurry to leave campus, not 

planning to travel yet, so staying safe here as 

much as possible, including curbside pickups and 

enjoying the outdoors with neighbors.

Mary Ann and Jim Curley: The Canadian bor-

der opening so we can visit family in Toronto and 

at their new lakeside cabin just north of Guelph.

Herb and Anne Stone: Sociability! Partying with 

neighbors and friends and seeing grandchildren 

and children. 

Helen Lauck: In addition to being freer to visit 

and dine with friends and family, having meetings 

face-to-face, making it possible to gage people’s 

real reactions and interactions, not possible on 

Zoom.

Priscilla Lindenauer: For us to be asked to per-

form a simple task. . .. “Please replace your mask 

with your face.”

MedStar Clinic from p. 1

including podiatrist, cardiologist, dermatologist, 

and a clinical pharmacist. Once the present in-

ternet connections are improved, plans call for 

data from Collington independent residents to be 

transferred from the paper files into electronic for-

mat that can be more rapidly accessed.

Lastly, Kurt gave assurances that, at the pres-

ent time, MedStar does not plan to advertise their 

services here in Collington to patients outside of 

our community.  Therefore, Medstar Health is pro-

viding independent residents exclusive services 

focused on their needs.

Peggy Latimer: When vaccine and variant is-

sues are resolved, joining with neighbors, once 

again and with caution, at peaceful demonstra-

tions in Washington; and presently, hearing 

laughter on campus. 
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Neighbors in the 3100 cluster turned out on March 23 for a chicken sandwich luncheon in the 
bumpout in honor of Arnold Klick (on scooter) .  At 22 years, Arnold has been the longest-term 

resident of the cluster.  He is transitioning to Brandywine.  Photo by Jim Giese.

Pandemic Strengthens Bond in 3000 Cluster
By Jim Giese

I think the virus lockdown has strengthened 

neighborliness in our cluster and district (3000-

3100). Before, maybe once or twice a year, we 

would have one or two social events outside 

in the widened area of walkways which we call 

bumpouts. But with the closure of meeting places 

and dining, we were stuck in our homes until we 

began doing socially distanced gatherings before 

dinner. Bumpouts were small groups, at first lim-

ited by available chairs and restrictions. The chair 

shortage ended when a resourceful resident 

added chairs acquired from the OO Shop.  

All it takes to have a bumpout is a nice day 

and a neighbor asking another neighbor, “Shall 

we bumpout?” With concurrence, the word quick-

ly spreads and a group assembles. In mid-winter, 

a nice day could be 50 degrees without much 

wind. Who knew that even southerners could be 

so hardy?

Everyone brings his or her own whatever, 

but usually a couple of sanitized snack items to 

share appear as well. Serious discussions are 

held concerning all the problems of the day, both 

at Collington and in our country, plus a smatter-

ing of gossip.

We also have held larger events called court-

yards where bigger groups gather in a large, 

socially distanced circle in the center of the 

courtyard to celebrate a birthday or other special 

event.  Other events have been a drum circle and 

our district concert performance by our two visit-

ing Maryland grad students.

What a joy it is to not be cooped up in your 

home and talking to real people in the flesh, even 

if it is for a short time, well distanced and shiver-

ing on a cool day.
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Yen Lam and Ben Schuster:
Diverse Jobs and Interests
By Dorothy Yuan

Yen and Ben moved to Col-

lington all the way from Portland, 

Ore., but the two of them have 

lived in other parts of the country 

prior to their last abode.

Yen came to the United States from Saigon, 

Vietnam as a student in 1971. Talking to her, 

however, you would never guess that she is an 

immigrant. Her English is flawless and she has 

worked as an interpreter for many years.  

After obtaining her Master’s degree from Ohio 

State University, Yen undertook a number of 

diverse jobs. She started as a budget manager, 

then worked in social services in Georgia and 

with Catholic Charities in Portland. She even 

lived for several years in Taiwan, where she 

taught in an American school. At one point she 

started the process of enrolling in the U.S. For-

eign Service, but her efforts were 

interrupted by childbirth.

Ben grew up in New England 

and, as an undergraduate, ma-

jored in philosophy at Boston Uni-

versity. However, he was forced to 

abandon his love of the discipline in order to find 

a paying job. For many years he was a program 

manager and a consultant for a global company 

specializing in supply chain systems. The posi-

tion required constant travel, including extensive 

periods in the U.S. and in many parts of Europe 

and Asia.  

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

Upon retirement, Ben eagerly returned to the 

pursuit of his original interest in philosophy, as 

well as other areas such as mathematics, world 

religions and science, by taking a number of 

online courses. The couple met in Oregon and 

have now been married for 20 years. Between 

them they have five children and four grand-

children who are scattered all over the country. 

When it came time to move to a retirement com-

munity, they were determined to find a Kendal 

facility because they had always been impressed 

by Kendal at Oberlin, where Ben’s father had 

lived for many years. However, Yen wanted a 

warmer climate and Maryland turned out to be 

the location of the southernmost Kendal.

Up to now, the couple has been kept busy 

with the process of selling their house and 

unpacking from their move, though they have 

already started to walk the available trails each 

day. Now that they are settled here, they will start 

to explore the various opportunities offered by 

the Collington community. They both expressed 

a love of nature and are concerned about cli-

mate change and the loss of wildlife. We look 

forward to their joining the Climate Action Com-

mittee and The Weed Warriors. 

Arthur Goldberg and Michele 
Sands: Lives of Activism
By Mary Bird

Activism and “making the world 

a better place” are leitmotifs in the 

lives of Arthur and Michele.

When Arthur was 12, he began to work for $1 

a day in stables near his home in Brooklyn, New 

York. He cared for horses and took people out rid-

ing. When old enough, he and his friends worked 

at Belmont racetrack.

When he graduated from high school, the draft 

for the Vietnam War was heating up. Not a Quaker, 

but inspired by Quaker civil disobedience, Arthur 
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prism of the transit system. Sadly, Arnold died of 

COVID-19, in an overcrowded, understaffed hospi-

tal, in March of last year.    

In the early nineties, Art began to question 

why health care costs were rising so dramatically 

without improvement of coverage. To that end, 

he obtained a fellowship at Columbia University’s 

School of Public Health. 

Also, in his elected position he reviewed the 

Transit Authority operating and capital budgets. 

Much was related to new technologies. He ques-

tioned who was going to maintain and operate 

these new systems. The union president felt the 

loss of jobs was inevitable, as union workers didn’t 

have the ability to learn the new technology.

Arthur disagreed. He found a champion and 

mentor in the former head of the Chicago Transit 

Authority.  They developed an education program 

centered at City University of New York to prepare 

the workforce for the changes. This program be-

came a model for other systems.

About this time, Arthur was diagnosed with Mul-

tiple Sclerosis. Medications were relatively new, so 

he devised physical training techniques for himself, 

which he still follows.  

After Arthur and Michele married, they settled in 

Brooklyn and raised their son and a daughter. Mi-

chele felt her son would thrive best in a non-tradi-

tional school, rather than the traditional one where 

she was teaching, so she joined others to found 

the School for Global Studies, a public alternative 

secondary school.

After years of intensive activity both as a middle 

school teacher/union rep and starting this new 

school, Michele took a position as information 

technology coordinator at the private Ethical Cul-

ture Fieldson School. She was unhappy with the 

monochromatic palette of the school; she, with 

see Newcomers, p. 10

returned his draft card to the Selective Service 

Commission, an act the U.S. District Court, District 

of Minnesota had ruled as criminal. He didn’t go 

to jail for this, but was jailed for his participation in 

Resurrection City, the village built on the National 

Mall to draw attention to the Poor People’s Cam-

paign initiated by Martin Luther King Jr. and the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Michele Sands, raised Lutheran 

in Ohio, went to college in the 

Midwest, then lived in Manhattan 

and worked at the New York Public 

Library. Attracted by the Quaker 

peace testimony, she joined the 

Friends Worship Group at Washington Square, 

supporting draft resisters and inviting them for 

meals. 

One of her guests was Art Goldberg. He 

imagined his hostess as a dour Quaker with grey 

hair. But when he showed up for the meal, he was 

struck by the beauty of the young woman waiting 

for him at the top of the stairs.

When they decided to marry in 1973, Michele 

had completed her studies at Pratt Institute. Ba-

bies Clara and Ben were soon on the way. To help 

support them, Art learned the plumbing trade. 

Eventually, Art worked for the New York City Transit 

Authority.  

Many workers were being injured. Arthur attrib-

uted this to maintenance that had been deferred 

too long and a lack of advocacy by the union. 

With like-minded workers in other departments, 

he challenged the union leadership, supporting 

an African-American, Arnold Cherry, for president. 

Unfortunately, the opposition used race and divide-

and-conquer tactics. However, Art was elected to 

the executive board, becoming privy to the budget 

and workings of the transit system.

Art and Cherry maintained their collaboration 

and last spring began to study the impact of race 

on New York City economy and politics through the 
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Lorrie Rogers. Photo by 
George Newman.

Our Front-Line Political Advocate
By Jim Giese

Whenever Collington residents take 

interest in the outside political world, 

you can bet that Lorrie Rogers will be 

in their midst. Since coming to Col-

lington, Lorrie has been involved in 

non-partisan efforts to get residents 

registered to vote and to get absen-

tee ballots delivered, completed, and 

returned. She’s led the Collington 

chapter of the Maryland Association of 

Continuing Care Residents Associa-

tion (MACCRA), the nonprofit repre-

senting resident interests relating to 

state regulation of CCRCs. She’s also 

joined the Prince George’s County 

League of Women Voters; and served on the 

Maryland Compassion and Choices action team.  

You would think that a political activist of this 

caliber would have brought a wealth of past ex-

perience with her when she moved here in Octo-

ber 2016. Not so. While Lorrie had kept informed 

about political issues as an engaged voter and 

donor to candidates she had never been an ac-

tivist or an advocate prior to moving to Collington 

– except door-knocking for Obama’s 2008 pri-

mary campaign.  

Born and raised in Hartford, Lorrie lived most 

of her life in Connecticut, as did husband Jim. A 

graduate of Middlebury College, she forged a ca-

reer as a pension actuary. When the time came 

to give up their home, the Rogers chose Colling-

ton because they liked the people they met here, 

and because it was near their daughter, Sharon, 

in Washington.

Lorrie’s activist career began with the Wom-

en’s March in January 2017, followed 

a couple of weeks later by a trip to 

Annapolis on the Collington Compas-

sion and Choices bus to lobby for the 

End of Life Option Act and another 

trip to attend MACCRA’s lobby day. 

While Jim and both of their children 

lobbied professionally – Jim as head 

of government relations for the Con-

necticut Bell system affiliate, Sharon 

for Planned Parenthood of Metro 

Washington, and David as executive 

director of the Oregon ACLU – these 

two trips to Annapolis were Lorrie’s 

first time lobbying, and she found she 

enjoyed it.  

Jim and Lorrie became part of the Compas-

sion and Choices action team, rallying support-

ers here at Collington to lobby for passage of 

the Maryland End of Life Option Act with peti-

tion drives and phoning, emailing, and visiting 

legislators. She also joined the Prince George’s 

County League of Women Voters, which has 

been meeting here regularly, there being a large 

contingent of Collington resident members, in-

cluding Carol Ghebelian and Francis Nebesky, 

who serve on that chapter’s board of directors.  

When long-time MACCRA president RoAnne 

Dahlen-Hartfield stepped down in 2018, Lorrie 

became Collington MACCRA’s president for two 

years, recruiting Joan Hoff to succeed her. Lorrie 

currently serves as a vice-president of the state 

MACCRA.

2018 was a Maryland election year, and Lorrie 

spearheaded Collington MACCRA’s candidate 

forums for the Prince George’s County Coun-
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March 26. It was the first 
confirmed egg of the sea-
son for Collington.  Alice 
reported her find to Liz 
Barbehenn, our resident 
bluebird nesting monitor.  

Liz is just the latest in 
a line that extends back 
at least 27 years, when 
Sophie Clagett monitored 
four boxes in 1994. She was followed by Mary 
MacMartin and, more recently, Chris Cobb (Ja-
net Jones’ late wife). 

For centuries bluebirds have nested in the 
hollows of trees, formed from natural decay 
or the excavations of woodpeckers. That’s a 
vastly diminished habitat today, with “damaged” 
trees quickly removed from managed forests, 
orchards, and suburban woodlots. In addition, 
bluebirds have new nesting competition from 
non-native European starlings and house spar-
rows. 

Because of habitat loss during the 20th centu-
ry, eastern bluebird populations declined sharply.  
During recent years, the downward trend has 
been arrested by the widespread deployment of 
bluebird nesting boxes. You’ll see them on farm 
fence posts, on poles along the edges of sub-
urban office parks, and in residential areas like 
Collington. 

To enjoy our bluebirds, you don’t need a keen 
understanding of optics. Nor do you need to 
keep a careful list of nesting success. As I dis-
covered anew, all you need is a sunny spring day 
and an open heart.

My experience with the eastern bluebird re-
minded me that happiness doesn’t need perfect 
timing and painstaking planning.  We just need 
moments of opportunity and a willingness to 
capture the light that reflects all around us.

Bluebirds Capture the Light... 
and Our Fancy

The blue feathers seemingly possessed an 
internal light. The bird was looking back over his 
royal blue wing and capturing the brilliant sun-
shine of a perfect spring day.  

 The bird sat atop a nesting box. His rusty 
breast and flanks faced away from me, as did his 
white belly. But that blue! It did more than give 
the bird its name; it dazzled me. 

I love the sight of eastern bluebirds, and I am 
not alone here at Collington. These small thrush-
es are favorites of many residents. 

Ironically, bluebirds aren’t blue. As we learned 
back in our school days, color is a function of the 
wavelengths of light we perceive. Bluebird feath-
ers, which look drab brown from the back, have 
a spongy layer on top filled with tiny air pockets 
and channels. Rather than reflecting light, these 
structures produce patterned wavelengths that 
match those of blue light. Other wavelengths for 
different colors are “out of phase,” and thus not 
visible to us. (Confused? Ask one of our NASA 
scientists to explain it!)

The science is intriguing, and the effect is 
stunning. All across campus, we see bluebird 
houses: a testament to our collective fascination 
with these cheerful birds. 

The wooded area just inside the second 
guardhouse provides a welcoming vista as 
residents, visitors, and employees come onto 
campus. It also provides enticing habitat for 
bluebirds. As the entrance road wends toward 
the Clock Tower, the 1000 cluster of cottages 
comes into view.  Alice Nicolson reported an egg 
in the box behind her cottage there on Friday, 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke

Bluebirds are making  
a comeback.   

Pixabay photo.
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Destination: Get Away to Chesapeake Country
By Jims Giese

Free at last! Maybe we’re still on a leash due to 
the pandemic, but at least we can get outside the 
gate once more. And just in time for spring. So, if 
you can, take a ride and see some lovely Mary-
land countryside as it awakens to a new growing 
season. 

While there are many great destinations, I sug-
gest driving on some of the back roads of Anne 
Arundel County south of Annapolis and enjoy 
lovely homes and rural countryside. Or, for a 
longer drive, take a destination trip to one of the 
Chesapeake Bayside towns.

An easy drive on a nice divided but not over-
crowded highway can take you to some of these 
towns as well as Solomons Island and points 
south. Access Maryland Route 4 (Pennsylvania 
Avenue) either via the Beltway or Landover Road 
to Upper Marlboro and continue south. But before 
you go, check to see if your destination is now 
open and what restrictions may apply.

A short way down the road, you will see exits 
for the Chesapeake Bay towns of Deale, North 
Beach and Chesapeake Beach. All have good 
restaurants for lunch; the best known is the Rod ‘N 
Reel at Chesapeake Beach, which features coin-
machine gambling. Also available there are char-
ter and head boats for a day or half-day of fishing 
on the bay. (Head boats make scheduled runs for 
ticketed passengers on a per person basis and 
will furnish fishing tackle if you don’t bring your 
own.) You can also visit a railway museum and 
walk a rail line that is now a nature trail. (Before 
World War II, this beach and others on the bay 
were popular destinations for Washingtonians who 
got there by train or trolley lines, now gone.)

If you continue south on route 4, you will by-
pass Prince Frederick and reach Calvert Cliffs 
State Park. The massive cliffs at the park domi-
nate the bay shoreline for roughly 24 miles. They 

were formed over 10 million years ago when 
Southern Maryland was covered by a sea. When 
it receded, the cliffs were exposed and began 
eroding, revealing the fossil remains of prehistoric 
species.  The park features a sandy beach, unique 
fossils, an accessible recycled tire playground, 
fishing, freshwater and tidal marshland and 13 
miles of hiking trails. There is a fee.

Next to the park is the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear 
Power Plant, which is a major provider of electrici-
ty for our area. From the highway, you will only see 
the entrance road. It is quite visible from the water 
and that area is a popular fishing spot because 
the warmer water used for cooling is discharged 
into the bay, attracting fish.

A short distance farther on Route 4 is Solo-
mons Island, 54 miles from Collington. There you 
will have to get off the main highway onto Solo-
mons Island Road. The entrance to the Calvert 
Marine Museum is just after the turn off. This is a 
wonderful way to learn and see more about the 
Chesapeake Bay and its fishing industry.  The mu-
seum features a Maryland skipjack, which may be 
available for rides, and other historic boats as well 
as a small aquarium and exhibits of many artifacts. 
There are many good seafood restaurants here 
and also a sculpture garden. As you approach the 
community, you will see on the right the entrance 
to the Asbury Solomons CCRC overlooking the 
Patuxent River.

If so inclined, you can take the 135-foot high 
Governor Johnson bridge across the Patuxent 
River to St. Mary’s County and visit historic St.  
Mary’s City, a former colonial town that was 
Maryland’s first European settlement and capital. 
It is now a large, state-run historic area, which 
includes a reconstruction of the original colonial 
settlement. Further down the road to the southeast 
is Point Lookout State Park where the Potomac 
River enters the bay. It was once the site of a 
prison camp for captured Confederate soldiers.  
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Kendal Residents Tackle Climate Change
By Mike Burke

A year ago, a small group of resi-

dents at Kendal at Hanover met to 

discuss their concerns about climate 

change. Recognizing that there is 

strength in numbers, the Hanover resi-

dents reached out to the presidents of 

every Kendal Residents Association, 

asking for the names of residents who 

were most involved in climate issues. Before 

long, a group of 50 residents across various Ken-

dal communities was meeting under the name 

Senior Stewards Acting for the Environment, or 

SSAFE. 

The group seeks to engage the talents and 

experience of elders in a collaborative effort to 

address the climate crisis. On June 25, 2020, the 

group adopted a formal goal: “To ensure a more 

sustainable planet and a more just society by 

bringing forth our strong common voice that calls 

on key local and national decision makers to take 

bold climate action.” Animated by the adage to 

“Think globally, act locally,” the group’s goals also 

include a strong focus on taking actions at each 

campus.

By the fall, the group wrote to the Kendal 

Corporation Board and each of the affiliates’ lo-

cal boards. The letter attracted more than 500 

resident signatures. It called upon the boards to 

revise environmental goals for the Kendals, mak-

ing those goals stronger and more urgent. Spe-

cifically, they wanted the corporate organization 

to embrace the goals of the Paris Climate Agree-

ment: a 50 percent reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2030 and a carbon neutral society 

by 2050. 

With the completion of organizing actions, the 

ad hoc leadership group invited hundreds of in-

terested Kendal residents to an inaugural Gener-

al Committee Meeting in January 2021. 

Residents were invited to join one of 

three working groups: Greening Our 

Campuses, Advocacy, and Education.

 Because participants come from 

multiple Kendal affiliates, the group 

operates independently of any single 

entity. Outreach has begun to other 

elder organizations. The Kendal-inspired group is 

now operating as an Independent Voluntary As-

sociation, adopting the name “Senior Stewards 

Acting for the Environment (SSAFE),” complete 

with its own website: www.SeniorStewardsActing-

fortheEnvironment.org

Today, the Greening Our Campuses team is 

actively exchanging best practices. At the Cross-

lands campus, for example, residents are utilizing 

hydroponics to grow sustainable salad greens. 

The Advocacy team recently collected hundreds 

of signatures on a letter to Biden Administration 

officials calling for the phaseout of gasoline and 

diesel passenger cars and trucks by 2035. At 

Ithaca, the Education team is sponsoring a (vir-

tual) speakers’ series on the value of trees in the 

climate fight.

SSAFE is co-chaired by Hanover residents 

Mary Lindley Burton and Larry Daloz. The Steer-

ing Committee is composed of residents from 

each of the participating campuses. Mike Burke 

represents Collington seniors. General Commit-

tee meetings are held on the first Thursday of 

each month. SSAFE is open to all elders. There 

are no dues. Go to the group’s website to learn 

more or to join the group. 
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some parents, formed a Diversity Committee.

In 2005 Arthur and Michele retired and moved 

to a small farm in northeast Pennsylvania. They 

tried to get solar panels installed for their old farm-

house, but no installers would come to their rural 

area. However, the natural gas companies did 

come out to “frack” their land, which Michele would 

not permit.  

Michele formed a non-profit organization called 

SEEDS (Sustainable Energy Education and De-

velopment Support) to train local contractors in 

solar, wind, and geo-thermal energy. As a result, 

the county became third in Pennsylvania in solar 

installations per capita, and was a factor in rein-

vigorating the rural community. SEEDs continues 

to thrive; an energy cooperative was born out of it.

The Sands-Goldberg duo brought another non-

profit enterprise to their community which com-

bined Arthur’s interests in horses and therapy.  Ar-

thur and their son Ben developed a therapeutic rid-

ing program at the farm. Initially, it catered to adults 

with MS, but soon expanded to work with children 

with autism and other challenges. As it grew, the 

administration became more complex, so Michele 

retired from SEEDS to handle this job.  The pro-

gram became the first in Pennsylvania certified to 

get state funding. When they moved to Collington, 

the program continued at a different site. 

Their daughter Clara is now living in Hawaii 

with her husband, a medical doctor/ hospital ad-

ministrator, and two children. They own a house 

in Upper Marlboro.  The relatively gentle winters 

in Maryland, and expectations of future proximity 

to their daughter and her family, nudged Arthur 

and Michele toward Collington.  Their son lives in 

the Boston area, where he continues to work as a 

horseman.
Celebrate the Vaccine,

But Keep Your Mask On!

cil, PGC Board of Education, and the Maryland 

General Assembly’s 24th legislative district, which 

serves Collington. This enabled her to develop 

working relationships with Collington’s represen-

tatives at the state and country level.

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic significantly 

altered the normal election process, with most 

residents choosing to vote by mail-in ballot in 

both the June primary and November general 

election.  Lorrie worked with many residents to 

obtain applications and ballots and to keep track 

of their status on the Board of Election website.  

On the day before the deadline to obtain a mail-

in ballot for the primary, there were a dozen fran-

tic residents who had applied for but not received 

their ballots.  After her efforts to get through to 

the county and state Boards of Elections failed, 

she contacted Delegate Erek Barron, who ob-

tained help from a contact at the state Board of 

Elections to get Lorrie’s questions answered; 

eventually, everyone did receive ballots.

For the November election, with residents’ 

growing mistrust of the U.S. Postal Service‘s 

ability to deliver completed ballots to the BOE by 

election day, Lorrie and Helen Weinland estab-

lished a central ballot collection point at Clock-

tower Receptionist Vern Rious’ desk and coor-

dinated a team of resident volunteers to hand-

deliver the ballots to the local BOE.

Thank you, Lorrie and all the many other vol-

unteers who gave Collington residents the op-

portunity to fulfill their citizens’ obligation to vote.

Advocate from p. 6
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Well, April came in like a lion, and a cold 

one at that. The end of March provided days of 

warmth that seemed to promise an early spring, 

with lots of daffodils, white Yoshino cherries 

and pink magnolias in full bloom – and then 

that final northern freeze blew us back into late 

winter and turned the pink petals to dirty brown. 

Fortunately, the cherries were less affected, 

and we were once again able to enjoy our own 

clouds of white without having to travel down to 

the tidal basin.

Now the Yoshinos have shed their flurries of 

white petals, and redbuds are dominating the 

interregnum until the blowsy Kwanzan cherries 

arrive. The creamy blooms of pears have faded 

into tender green of expanding leaves, and 

have been replaced by the more delicate white 

of shadblow. By the end of the month, we will 

see the styrax and dogwoods in their white or 

pink glory. Golden forsythias, at their peak for 

Passover and Easter, have passed swiftly, to be 

replaced by spireas and deutzias all in white. 

Camellias in sheltered corners displayed whites 

and many shades of pink. Early viburnums are 

already blooming; hydrangeas are leafing out on 

live stems (this is the time to cut out the stalks 

that didn’t make it.)

Early daffodils have withered but later ones 

have replaced them. As with all the spring bulbs, 

their foliage should be left alone for 4-6 weeks 

while they store up resources underground to 

prepare for next year’s blooms. Neatniks who 

knot their daffodil leaves after the flowers fade 

March Showers...

are likely to see 

fewer flowers in 

2022. A few bold 

souls who planted 

tulips last fall will 

enjoy flowers in 

April and May - 

unless the deer 

find them first.

In the 

woodlands a few 

native spring 

ephemerals are to 

be found; a petite 

yellow corydalis lines some trails, and white-

flowered toothwort can be found along the Ken 

Lee trail. In the woods below 5108, the Virginia 

bluebells we planted in 2019 are blooming better 

every year, currently amid a non-native, very 

showy little purple corydalis. In the same area 

golden ragwort has begun to bloom – another 

nice native ignored by the deer. Wood poppy is 

also in bloom in our gardens and where planted 

in the woods, but unfortunately the deer are fond 

of it.

Most of the early spring garden flowers are 

non-natives; in my garden the bloodroot was 

the first American bloomer, followed by Virginia 

bluebells, woodland phlox and several kinds of 

violets. I am grateful for all those early aliens 

that carried us through the late winter and early 

spring, but I’m ready for something new – and 

just as Chris has changed the dining menu for 

the new season to please our palates, nature 

is providing a whole new palette of blooms and 

colors for our visual delight.

Kwanzan cherry blossoms.  
Pixabay photo.



Drama Group Gives Us ‘The Gift’

COVID may have stopped live in-person per-

formances, but it didn’t stop Collington’s Drama 

Committee from presenting “The Gift,” even if the 

venue was on Channel 972 rather than in the Au-

ditorium. Written as a radio play, “The Gift” con-

sists of five monologues shaped by the unusual 

appearance and disappearance of a jewelry box.

Grant Bagley produced and directed the play, 

which featured Maya Keech, Joyce Garrison, 

Marilyn Haskel, Vena Darling and Marilu Sherer 

(clockwise from top). Photographs courtesy of 

Grant Bagley.


