
to say, the young students were 
very happy to share the lunches 
provided by Collington. 

Our efforts were amply 
thanked by Jabari S. Walker of 
Bowie State University and by 
Lucy Heller, Engagement Spe-
cialist at Alliance for the Chesa-
peake Bay. As Henry Thomas 
said, “A grand Earth Day was 
had by all!” 

A few months ago, Collington 
resident Henry Thomas reached 
out to Bowie State University 
(BSU) to build a partnership with 
our community. His efforts won 
the encouragement of the Resi-
dents Association, the Climate 
Action Committee, and Manage-
ment.

His success resulted in our 
being invited to participate in an 
event sponsored by BSU in partnership with the 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (ACB): a clean-
up effort at Horsepen Park in Bowie as part of 
ACB’s larger undertaking, Project Stream Clean 
Up.  The stream in the park is a tributary of the 
Chesapeake Bay. BSU students have been gath-
ering water quality samples there.  

The clean-up event was appropriately chosen 
to occur on Earth Day, April 22.  On that cold, 
blustery day, a total of 16 Collington residents 
showed up, at three scheduled times, to go 
through the area with collection bags and long-
handled prongs, picking up refuse along the trails 
next to the stream.  Also participating was a much 
younger crew of 25 BSU students. Many of the 
students are members of the Climate Commit-
ment Coordinating Committee of BSU. Needless 

TheThe
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Earth Day Partnership
Collington Joins Bowie State in Clean-up

By Dorothy Yuan

Sheena Macpherson and Nadine Hathaway, 
second and third from left, with Bowie State 
partners and part of the trash removed from 

the park.  Photo by Dorothy Yuan.

 A Close Encounter of the 
Collington Kind

Collington residents hail from all over the world, as 
the map opposite the Ivy Room attests. More often 
than you might expect, however, they discover past 
connections. From time to time we document these 
in the Collingtonian. This one was submitted by 
Elizabeth Gill:

More than forty years ago, Grace Baxter and 
I were neighbors on Capitol Hill. Our children 
were playmates and we became friends. Then 
Grace and her family moved to Alexandria 
and we lost touch until this spring, when she 
moved to Collington. Now we are neighbors 
once again!
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The Asian-Americans Among Us
By Dorothy Yuan

May is Asian/Pacific-American Heritage Month, 

established by a joint congressional resolution 

in 1992. It commemorates the immigration of the 

first Japanese Americans on May 7, 1843, and 

also honors the Chinese immigrants who contrib-

uted to the transcontinental railroad, which was 

completed on May 10, 1896.

According to the 2018 census estimate, Asian/

Pacific Americans numbered 22.6 million, about 

6% of the total U.S. population. By my count, there 

are eight staff and residents at Collington falling 

under this designation, a percentage lower than in 

the general population.

Pranee Virachittevin, known to many of Collington 

residents as the “Soup Lady”, came from Thailand 

and has been among us since 1992. I have been 

told that she arrives every morning at 4 a.m. to start 

the tasty broth to form the basis of our soups.

Of course we are all familiar with Taimi Ando, a 

Japanese American who has taken patient care 

of us in the dining room for four years. I have been 

disappointed, however, that he did not learn genu-

ine sushi tradecraft from his mother, but he does 

have a vicious tennis stroke, demonstrated once 

by playing pickle ball with residents.

The culinary staff was joined recently by Aljohn 

Campos, of Filipino extraction. For more informa-

tion about this lively young man, take a look at his 

Facebook profile.

The oldest Asian-American resident in age 

as well as time at Collington is Elsie Seetoo, a 

Chinese American recently honored with the Con-

gressional Gold Medal. When we were finally able 

to visit her upon the opening of the Creighton cen-

ter we found her to be sprightly as ever.

If residents were not already familiar with H.D. 

Kim, they have become acquainted with his fanci-

ful artwork displayed along the Collington corridor.  

Despite a continuing battle with Parkinson’s, H.D., 

who came from Korea, manages to keep painting 

and stays in touch with many residents. 

Dorothy and James Yuan were born in China 

and ended up being long-time Texans but, none-

theless, were much relieved to leave that state in 

2016 to join Collington.

Ngoc-Yen Lam, a Vietnamese American, is our 

newest Asian resident. I hope more of you will get 

to meet her soon after further easing of our CO-

VID restrictions.

Identifying these Asian Americans highlights 

the unique diversity of our community.
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Library Committee Chair Barbara Fairchild works  
with volunteer Pat Jones.  Photo by George Newman.

Resident-run Activities Resume
Editor’s Note: Collin-

gton has always enjoyed 
many resident-managed 
activities that enhance 
the quality of life for all 
of us.  The restrictions 
imposed by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic forced 
suspension or severe 
curtailment of those ef-
forts.  But not for long.  
This, the first of two ar-
ticles, describes how the 
Library, OO Shop, Coun-
try Store and Flower 
Committee coped.  The 
second installment will 
appear in the June issue. 
In the article below, the 
segment on the Flower 
Committee is by Peggy 
Latimer.  The  
others are by Mary Bird.

LIBRARY

The Collington Library has more than 6,000 vol-

umes, including fiction, history, biography and spe-

cialized categories – music, poetry, social history, 

animals, and more.  On March 13, 2020, the chair 

of the Library Committee, Barbara Fairchild, was 

notified the library would have to shut down.  Mary-

land’s Governor had mandated all public libraries 

be closed, and ours qualified.

The Library Committee sent out a notice to resi-

dents giving them two days to check out books.  

Three hundred books flew off the shelves.

Three months later, the Library was allowed to 

re-open on a very limited scale, but first the 300 

books had to be retrieved. Public library protocol 

required that they be aired before re-shelving; the 

Board Room, contiguous to the Library’s Periodi-

cals Room, was designated for this purpose.

In the first phase of re-opening, the Library 

took orders by telephone.  Volunteers located the 

books, bagged them and oversaw delivery when 

residents came by to pick them up.

In Phase 2, begin-

ning Aug. 10, up to 

two residents could 

enter at a time, by 

appointment.  A cart 

was set outside the 

door for residents to 

drop off donations or 

return books.

On August 28, 

Phase 3 began with 

library hours from 

noon to 3 p.m. three 

days a week. Ap-

pointments were no 

longer required but the 

limit of two residents at a time remained in effect.  

The computers and magnifying machines also be-

came available for the first time in five months.  

In the current Phase 4, up to 18 people are al-

lowed in the library at any given time.  Hours are 

Monday through Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For 

this higher level of service, about 25 volunteers 

are needed to cover 90-minute shifts.  Besides 

those you see at the front table, there are volun-

teers to coordinate volunteers (Barbara Florini), to 

catalogue (Jessica Millstead), to maintain resident 

profile binders and archives (Pat Johns), to de-

commission books for the window sill (Pat Burke) 

and to check in books, reshelve books, to handle 

phone-in orders, and more. Linda Creason serves 

as Barbara’s co-chair.

In March, Barbara trained a group of 10 new 

volunteers; training for four more was planned for 

May.  Even more volunteers will be needed before 

the Library can open on weekend afternoons.
see Activities, p. 8
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Lily Moureaux: Passion  
for Photography
By Mary Bird

Lily Solmssen Moureaux has 
empathy behind and beyond the 
lens of a camera.

As a little girl visiting her grandparents in Swit-
zerland, Lily remembers sitting on a crate in her 
aunt’s darkroom while experiencing the initial 
wonder of negatives morphing into photographs. 
The next Christmas, her parents gave her a cam-
era and Kodak processing kit, launching a life-
long passion.

Growing up in Essex Fells, New Jersey, she 
was the photographer for the high school news-
paper and yearbook. Next step was an Associate 
in Science degree, majoring in photography, from 
Endicott Junior College.  This program included 
two six-week internships. A year of further study 
followed at the University of Arts, Philadelphia. 
Thereafter, another six-month internship with 
noted photographer Irving Penn. While she did 
not aspire to these photographers’ advertising and 
fashion masterpieces, she learned and observed.  
“These were golden opportunities,” she recalls.

Lily’s first job was working for Modern Photog-
raphy’s managing editor. She researched pictures 
to illustrate articles for the magazine’s upcoming 
issues, reviewed photographers’ portfolios, and 
was responsible for the magazine’s monthly photo 
contest. There, she learned about picture editing.

In 1966, she moved to Switzerland. She spent 
a winter photographing children on the slopes 
of Celerina, Engadine Valley. By serendipity, the 
public information officer for the International La-
bor Office’s Photo Unit hired her “on the spot” as 
Photo Librarian. He was instrumental in guiding 
much of her later career. This included positions 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

as Photo Librarian with the World Health Orga-
nization and League of Red Cross Societies in 
Geneva. 

When her husband Ghislain Moureaux, U.N. 
Inter-regional Officer for Rehabilitation, was trans-
ferred to the U.N. in Vienna in 1979, she had the 
opportunity to work for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), assisting 
East European refugees with their resettlement 
documents.

In 1983, her husband initiated the UNHCR 
Rescue and Resettlement of Disabled Refugees 
Project in Southeast Asia. Here, she documented 
this unique project for the UNHCR Photo Library.

The Moureauxs returned to the United States 
in 1984 and settled in New Rochelle, N.Y. She 
continued to work as a photo librarian and pho-
tographer for UNICEF, and the United Nations 
Population Fund and later the New York Public 
Library’s Preservation Unit.

Her photo reportages include Skiing with 
the Blind in Switzerland, Special Olympics and 
Wheelchair Athletics in Israel, England and Red 
Cross Activities in West Africa. Her photographs 
memorialize the work of UN agencies, promoting 
maternal and child health in Nepal and Pakistan, 
and her husband’s work in Cyprus, Malta, South 
America and Tunisia.

In honor of her late husband, she participates 
in Swim Across America, an organization raising 
money for cancer research.

She moved to Collington to be near the cultural 
offerings of D.C., and one of her three sisters who 
lives in the District. She has four great grandchil-
dren.

Since arriving at Collington, Lily uses the 
pool most days. Other forms of relaxation are 
Bargello, knitting, doing puzzles, and, of course, 
photography.

Anne and Robert Headley: Linguists and 
Much More
By Mary Bird

Ann and Robert Headley met in 1964 while 
working at the National Security Agency; they 
married a year later.  Robert continued his career 
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ence planning until Anne found her niche in career 
work.  Based on her experiences, she realized 
most young people need their adolescence and 
twenties to learn about themselves before being 
tied into a career. She decided to focus on career 
counseling for adults and set up in private practice. 

After their daughters were launched, the Head-
leys became enthusiastic travelers.  A friend’s loan 
of an apartment in Antibes gave Anne a chance to 
refresh her French.  Trips to Ireland, Scandinavia, 
Italy, and Iceland included visits to archaeological 
sites and mineral collecting trips for Robert.  Their 
last trip abroad was to London in 2019.

Robert brought to Collington some rescued the-
ater seats and three tanks of lizards.  Both he and 
Anne thought they would miss their garden, but 
are excited about the ferns, lilies, hydrangea and 
other plants around their cottage and at Collington. 

The Headleys attend St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Washington, so they already know a 
dozen fellow-parishioners who live at Collington.  
But they look forward to meeting more of their 
neighbors here. 

Pre-COVID, Anne volunteered as a docent 
at the National Museum for Women in the Arts, 
where she especially enjoyed helping French-
speaking visitors.  During Covid, she has been 
practicing Feldenkreis, an exercise therapy, with an 
online program. Anne is interested in finding other 
French speakers at Collington.  She is looking for 
other Apple users, too.  Anne has joined the Col-
lington Trips Committee and anticipates the day 
when “field trips” will resume.

Before the pandemic, Robert worked at the 
University of Maryland Archives for 10 years and 
volunteered in the Marylandia Department there.  
He is currently working on two research projects.  
First is a dictionary of a minority language, Rhadé, 
in Viet Nam.  He previously wrote several Cambo-
dian-English dictionaries. The second project is a 
study of pioneer families in the Northern Neck of 
Virginia, where many of his ancestors settled. Ini-

see Newcomers, p. 10

at NSA as a linguist specializing in 
Cambodian and other Southeast 
Asian languages.  During that time, 
Robert wrote and Anne edited, Exit, 
a self-published book on the show-
ing of movies in Baltimore which the 

Enoch Pratt Library touted as its “Most Stolen 
Book.”  They lived in University Park, Md., for 54 
years before moving to Collington.

Both had attended gender-specific high 
schools.  Anne went to St. Mary’s Episcopal board-
ing school in Peekskill, NY, and Robert attended 
Baltimore City College in Baltimore.

Anne majored in French at Oberlin, but Robert 
came at languages through anthropology studies 
at the University of Florida.  He became interested 
in the American Indian languages, then transi-
tioned to the Celtic language and received his 
PhD from Catholic University. 

Robert’s interest in the history of motion picture 
theaters began when he and friends frequented 
movie theaters in Baltimore including the 4,000-
seat Stanley movie palace in downtown Baltimore.  
After this theater was torn down, Robert began 
to record people’s memories of the movies, end-
ing up with his book.  Robert wrote a book on the 
movies in Washington, D.C., and an updated ver-
sion of Exit.  Both books are available in the Col-
lington Library.

Robert worked at NSA for 37 years, with a de-
tour to Viet Nam as an Army linguist.  He retired in 
1995 as the agency’s senior Cambodian linguist.  
He enjoys studying languages, especially less 
well-known ones such as Mayan, Irish, Nakota, 
Cham, and Rhadé.  When the couple’s two daugh-
ters were born, Anne left NSA to stay home until 
the eldest began school.  Then she returned to 
college for a masters’ degree at George Washing-
ton University and certification as a career coun-
sellor.  

At first, Anne worked at WOW 
(Wider Opportunities for Women) 
as an intern, then as a workshop 
leader.  Several positions followed 
in the non-profit sector and confer-
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Aerial view of the lake project, courtesy of the  
Clean Water Partnership.

Collington Lake Gets an Uplift
By Peggy Latimer

In early 2021, the 

plug was pulled on 

Collington Lake, be-

ginning a consider-

able draining of its 

contents. Thus began 

a no-nonsense proj-

ect to dredge harmful 

sediment.

Soon after Collin-

gton’s opening three 

decades ago, its new 

lake began losing water. Under the coordination of 

resident Charlie Trammell, the lake was retrofitted 

in the mid ‘90s with a heavy black sheeting.  Over 

the years, the lake, which draws water from local 

streams and runoff from surrounding communi-

ties – including Collington – and drains into the 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed, gradually filled with 

a variety of detritus. 

Prince George’s County is responsible for the 

oversight of the water quality that affects the bay’s 

watershed. To deal with water pollution issues 

and address federal Best Management Practices 

standards for stormwater management, in 2014 

the county established the innovative Clean Water 

Partnership (CWP), a 30-year community-based, 

public-private venture. CWP’s aims resonate a lot 

with Collington’s: “to achieve social, economic, 

and infrastructure benefits that go well beyond 

the industry’s standard cost-per-acre.” The county 

contracted with Corvias Solutions, a company 

that describes itself as “engaged citizens and 

community members with a passion for solving 

infrastructure problems.”

In 2017, CWP con-

structed a gabion, a 

stone barrier enclosed 

by a wire cage, at the 

lake’s west end to 

form a small “forebay” 

for collecting debris, 

sediments and pollut-

ants. Although experts 

estimated mainte-

nance cleanup work 

in the forebay would 

need to be conducted about once a decade, a 

routine inspection in 2020 determined that the 

forebay already had reached its planned capacity 

and that dredging of the accumulated sediment 

was required.  

According to Jam Kendrick, CWP’s Commu-

nity Outreach Coordinator, “The removal of sedi-

ment will allow the forebay to continue to function 

properly, capturing sediment and debris and pre-

venting pollutants from traveling into larger water 

bodies like the Chesapeake Bay.” He added that 

the project “will improve the overall health and 

water quality of the pond, as well as the health of 

the surrounding ecosystem.” 

Collington’s horticulturist, Andre Samuel, mon-

itored the work and forestalled some unfortunate 

actions. When, for example, the most direct route 

for reaching the lake from the fire road would 

have resulted in the removal of the three beloved 

Metasequoias (dawn redwoods), Andre sug-

gested a modified route, and he averted total cor-

doning off of the fire road so that walkers could 

continue their daily strolls during the project. 

Collington residents also have been observing 

the project’s progress. Mike Burke, chair of the 
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nest.  The female lays five or six eggs, which she 

incubates for about 14 days.  The male feeds 

his mate on the nest.  In two weeks, the chicks 

will fledge.  Typically, Carolina wrens produce 

two broods each summer.  They are year-round 

residents throughout their breeding range, which 

extends from southern New England, across to 

the Great Lakes and south to Florida and Texas.  

Scientists who study global climate change and 

its effects on different species note that the range 

of Carolina wrens is extending northward into 

southern Maine as the planet warms.

The tea kettle bird house was a bit of a 

visual joke.  The startling loud, clear song of the 

Carolina wren is sometimes written as “tea-kettle, 

tea-kettle, tea-kettle”.  The small bird with the big 

voice sings this three-syllable chord, or others 

with the same cadence and tone, over and over 

again.  It sings each set of chords in bursts of 

three to five repetitions, sometimes adding a final 

“tea” to close the chorus.  

The wren I saw on our balcony bench was 

defending his breeding territory. His short 

musical burst was certainly loud enough to alert 

everyone in the neighborhood.  He left after just 

one brief display of his glorious voice, not the 

full symphony that I knew was possible.  But 

somehow that unfinished bit seemed just right.  

Sometimes a single, clear phrase is plenty to 

savor.

Carolina Wren:  
Little Bird, Big Voice

A slight movement on the periphery of my 

vision alerted me to the wren before I fully 

realized he was on our balcony.  A moment later, 

the clear, fluting notes boldly announced his 

presence.  The Carolina wren is a diminutive bird 

that might be overlooked except for an outsized 

song that commands attention.

Carolinas have that distinctive wren shape—a 

rather plump body with a slender, slightly down-

curved bill and a long tail that is often cocked 

straight up over its back.  It has a long, bright 

white eye stripe set off in rich reddish-brown 

upper parts.  Its breast is a warm buff color that 

becomes somewhat darker on its belly.  Barring is 

visible on the wing and tail. This colorful bird will 

never be mistaken for its rather drab cousin, the 

house wren, which we also see around campus. 

The Carolina wren will nest in seemingly any 

cavity.  Old woodpecker holes and other natural 

cavities in trees are prime locations.  The wrens 

also will nest in the roots of an upturned tree, 

holes in stone or masonry walls, even clothespin 

bags in the backyard.  And, of course, bird 

houses.  A few years ago, my brother and sister-

in-law gave us a ceramic birdhouse in the shape 

of a tea kettle with a side entrance and a little 

chain to hang it up.  It looked unlikely as a nesting 

box, but we thought it would a nice accent piece 

in the flower garden.  It turned out to be a popular 

nesting site for wrens at our Cheverly home for 

several years.

The sexes look alike, and they jointly build the 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke

Carolina wren.  
publicdomainpictures.org
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In orchestrating the phase-in of the popular 

library service, Barbara worked closely with ac-

tivities director Natalie Zimmerman, Dr. George 

Hennawi from Medstar and COO Megan Bar-

bour.   Barbara, who was a professional school 

librarian, says, “I never dealt with anything like 

this before, but we’re ready if there’s a next time.”  

OPPORTUNITIES OUTLET

The three activities comprising the Opportuni-

ties Outlet are the OO shop, the estate sales and 

glass cases.  Karen Kirts is overall chair, with 

Sandra Lee overseeing estate sales and Joan 

Hoff directing the glass cases.

During the hiatus, whenever a resident called 

asking for an item, Annette Festerman, who took 

on the task of “personal shopper,” jotted down 

the request.  If the item was in the shop or later 

donated, she let the resident know.  In May of 

last year, the OO Shop held an open-air clothing 

sale near the greenhouse.  In June, the shop re-

opened on its regular Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

2:30 to 4:30 schedule, but required appoint-

ments, with only two people allowed in the furni-

ture room and five in the OO shop.

During the summer, the shop began accept-

ing donations again. Dennis Evans prepares 

computer equipment for sale and James Yuan 

works to fix clocks and watches.  Karen, Annette, 

Gretta Estey and Adele Miller scrutinize clothing 

for tears, stains, or other imperfections.  Items 

that cannot be sold at the OO shop, are sorted:  

some going to the Goodwill, some to other chari-

ties, and others trashed.  Recently, the OO shop 

acquired three hospital beds, which it donated to 

the Maryland Department of Aging.

Last month the shop returned to full capacity:  

two volunteers in the furniture room, three in the 

shop, and up to a dozen shoppers.  Carol Edner 

coordinates the duty times of volunteers to en-

sure there is a cashier and a packer, as well as 

someone to keep the sales floor organized.

Karen Kirts, chair of the OO shop, says her 

volunteer work “is a full-time job.” When asked 

about training new volunteers, she says, “It’s 

hands on.  Volunteers are given an assignment 

and expected to dive in.  We all find enjoyment in 

working together.”

ESTATE SALES

Sandra Lee directs the estate sales.  These 

did not stop even during the partial shutdown, as 

the goal is to hold an estate sale one week after 

a unit key is relinquished.  About three or four 

sales are held each month.

Before the sale, Sandy, Karen Kirts and others 

earmark items for sale through the glass cases, 

the OO shop, and the estate sale.  A notice is 

published in the Courier and a flyer listing major 

items for sale is posted.  

For several months, only one or two shoppers 

could enter the estate sale at a time, depending 

on unit size.  A volunteer answered questions 

and tidied items inside, while another controlled 

access.  Initially, this was by appointment.  

In February 2021, the numbers limitation for 

estate sales rose to 18.  Sandra Lee says the 

buyers at estate sales are about half residents 

and half staff.

GLASS CASES

Sales from the Glass Cases have always been 

by appointment.  At the start of the shut-down, 

only the cases on the second floor, near the bil-

liard room, were used.  In March 2021, the cases 

on the third floor, near the Creative Arts Room, 

were put in use once more.  Donations are need-

Activities from p. 3
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ed, however.  Volunteers to contact are listed in 

the cases themselves.

COUNTRY STORE 

When Collington shut down in mid-March 

2020, bus runs to grocery stores stopped and 

residents were asked not to leave the grounds.  

Many independent living residents wondered 

what they would do about basic groceries. 

Resident volunteers Ann Carlson, Joyce Koch 

and Nancy Eichert met with culinary directors to 

plot how the Country Store could continue to help 

meet residents’ grocery needs.  They devised a 

phone-in system for orders to be picked up the 

following day.  Orders by residents of the Creigh-

ton Center are delivered by Security personnel.

Each morning a volunteer copies down phone 

orders.  One or two volunteers bag orders, and a 

volunteer cashier rings them up.  One or two vol-

unteers hand orders to residents during pick-up 

times. The system takes six volunteers a day, six 

days a week, working in two-hour shifts.

Ann Carlson said, “People were eager to 

volunteer: to get out; to do something; to see 

people.”  There are 40 volunteers helping in the 

Country Store.  Nearly half moved into Collington 

after the COVID shutdown.

Since mid-April, shoppers have been able to 

enter the store, two at a time, between 10:30 and 

noon.  Phone orders continue, with pick-up still 

set for 1 to 3 in the afternoon.

FLOWER COMMITTEE

When Collington went pretty much on shut-

down, so did the work of the Flower Committee. 

Residents couldn’t leave their units; vendors 

couldn’t enter campus. 

Committee members were concerned that the 

Memorial Board and Clocktower were bare, and 

so committee chair Pat Howard, got the OK from 

COO Megan Barbour, and residents helped do-

nate from their gardens. Volunteers made modest 

arrangements for Thanksgiving and the holidays.

As of last month, most areas are now operat-

ing again, with the exception of the dining rooms. 

But the cost of flowers has skyrocketed, in some 

cases as much as doubled. Because the com-

mittee likes to contribute proceeds from dona-

tions for special events and arrangements to the 

Residents Association, Pat cautions, “We should 

husband our resources, and hopefully, the cost of 

flowers will soon decline.”  

Flowers are such an important part of Collin-

gton and, as Pat says, “The Flower Committee 

members are happy to be back arranging flowers 

for the enjoyment for all of us and as soon as we 

are dining together again, there will be fresh flow-

ers on the tables!”

Activities from p. 8

This coming Sept. 11 will mark 20 years since 

the terrorist attacks on the Pentagon and the 

World Trade Center.  None of us will ever forget 

where we were when we learned of the attacks. 

Many of us were federal government employees 

directly impacted by the events.  Others may have 

been overseas.

Wherever we were, we have stories to tell 

about how the events of that day impacted our 

lives.  

What’s your story? Submit it to the Collingto-

nian in 250 words or fewer. The deadline is Aug. 

15.  Email to collingtonian@gmail.com or new-

fair6@gmail.com or leave a copy in mail slot 4101.

Submissions will appear in the September Col-

lingtonian. 

Share Your Memories of 9/11
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tially Robert aimed to cover a century or more, but 
when his database grew to 73,000 documents, he 
narrowed the scope to 1640-1675.  He has writ-
ten extensively on the genealogy of the Northern 
Neck.

Both their daughters and a grandson live in 
Greenbelt.

Jim Gingerich: From Indiana to  
the Developing World
By Jim Giese

Jim Gingerich (pronounced with 
hard Gs) is a new addition to Col-
lington’s list of residents with distin-
guished careers in foreign service 
and aid to developing nations.  He retired from 
the U. S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) as an agricultural economist, working in 
six different Asian and African countries, but con-
tinued as a full- and part-time consultant for many 
years thereafter.

Jim’s life path took him a long way from the 
small Indiana town of Goshen, where his father 
taught at Goshen College.  He was active in 
sports and played basketball and baseball in high 
school and Goshen College.  Graduating in 1966, 
he was drafted, but with his Mennonite heritage 
was approved for alternative service with the In-
ternational Voluntary Service (IVS), an organiza-
tion that was a precursor and model for the Peace 
Corps.  He was sent to Laos for his two years of 
service, where he encouraged rice farmers to 
adopt the new miracle rice seeds, just becoming 
available.  He also encouraged more vegetable 
growing to provide a more nutritional diet in a 
country where crops can be grown year around.

Next, he went to Bangladesh, formerly East 
Pakistan, then at war with Pakistan. In Bangla-
desh, Jim worked as the IVS Representative.    
They initiated a large development program in the 
northeastern part of the country. The program has 
been carried on by a Bangladeshi NGO for the 

past 42 years.
After meeting a professor from Ohio State Uni-

versity, he decided to enroll there and obtained 
his graduate MSc degree in agricultural econom-
ics.  Jim then joined USAID, first assigned to 
Pakistan, where he met his wife, Molly, who was 
working for the Ford Foundation.

They married in 1979 in Pakistan’s capital 
city, Islamabad, but not without difficulties.  The 
event was planned as a typical Pakistani wedding 
party under a colorful tent.  Prior to the planned 
wedding, they obtained marriage documents, 
as required by Pakistan and U.S. Embassy of-
ficials.  Three days prior to the planned wedding 
party, the Taliban burned the American Embassy 
to the ground, ending all thoughts of the wedding 
party.  Shortly thereafter, Jim and Molly were sent 
to Indonesia.  Molly joined USAID, specializing 
in public health.  After a six-year stint, Jim took a 
year of advanced food research training at Stan-
ford University’s Food Research Institute, earning 
an M.A. in applied economics. This was followed 
by assignments to Kenya and Nepal.  After Nepal, 
Jim retired from USAID; Molly was assigned to 
USAID headquarters in Washington DC.  At this 
time, Jim joined the consulting firm, Development 
Alternatives Inc, based in Bethesda.

Jim and Molly continued working with consult-
ing firms for another six years, spending five more 
years in Indonesia. The couple then semi-retired 
to Albuquerque, N.M., taking on short term as-
signments.  Molly died of ovarian cancer in 2011.

Although he liked Albuquerque very much, 
Jim’s son and family, including three grandchil-
dren, urged him to move to this area to be closer 
to them.  His sister had visited Ruth Schrock at 
Collington and recommended it to Jim.  He, too, 
liked the place and moved when a unit became 
available in the 3000s, arriving in November in the 
midst of the pandemic lockdown.  This has hin-
dered his getting involved in activities and making 
new friends but he looks forward to greater par-
ticipation in the Foreign Affairs Discussion Group 
and other Collington activities as restrictions ease.
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This spring there has been quite a bit of dig-

ging on campus. The most impactful has been 

the dredging out of accumulated silt from the re-

tention area in the upper end of the lake, behind 

the three-year-old gabion. (See Peggy Latimer’s 

article on the lake project on Page 6.) 

The lake had to be partially drained and a 

number of trees removed or limbed up, but many 

truckloads of soil were removed and we hope 

that end of the lake is now deep enough to ab-

sorb many more years’ worth of silt from further 

erosion upstream and off our campus. 

While the toads were unable to use their fa-

vorite mating area this season, the geese were 

able to hatch at least one brood of fluffy chicks 

(it remains to be seen if the snapping turtles 

will feast on the youngsters, as has been their 

wont.)

In the 4100 cluster, residents made a plan 

last fall to improve the lower end of their cluster. 

This spring, with grant support from the Colling-

ton Foundation, they were able to arrange for a 

contractor to install a better drainage area using 

river rock, and a range of shrubs and perennials 

which have already created a very nice garden 

area from what was formerly neglected ground 

cover.

The planting subcommittee of the Grounds 

Committee had been concerned for some time 

about the condition of the sweet-spire hedge 

around the croquet court. Since all the bushes at 

the lake end had died, it was decided not to try 

Earthworks at Collington

replacing the dead Itea shrubs but rather to cre-

ate a perennial flower bed there, where it would 

be enjoyed by apartment dwellers and the many 

other residents who walk by the lake. We dug 

out the remaining stumps, added leaf mulch, 

and tilled and re-dug the soil to make it suitable 

for new plants. Plans were developed and modi-

fied as plants became available from nurseries, 

and there is now an intriguing and attractive 

mix of perennials (and a few annuals) which will 

increasingly delight the eye as the seasons and 

years go by.

The residents of the 3000 cluster have been 

frustrated over a sadly neglected bed around 

one of their verandas – compounded by drain-

age issues. As a first step, their intrepid cluster 

leader Susan Wolf has dug out and saved all the 

topsoil in the beds, and they now have a plan 

which they hope the Foundation will fund.

Elsewhere, there have been rumblings in the 

1100 and 2000 clusters about possible new 

plantings. Stay tuned for updates as yet more 

groups of residents work to beautify our cam-

pus!

The beautification project in the 4100 cluster.   
Photo by George Newman.



An excavator at work on the lake project.   
Photo by Peggy Latimer.

resident Climate Action group, said, “Stormwater 

runoff is the fastest growing source of water pol-

lution in the Chesapeake Bay.  This project stops 

tons of sediment as well as other pollutants such 

as fertilizer and oil from entering the Patuxent 

River and eventually the Chesapeake Bay.” 

Grounds Committee chair, Charlie Clap-

per, considers the lake “a wonderful resource, 

an amenity for so many reasons.”  At the same 

time that it contributes to the improvement of the 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed, “it offers beauty, re-

laxation, calm, nature, vegetation, wildlife.”

The plug has been replaced on the valve in 

the riser at the eastern end, allowing the lake to 

refill on its own – with the help of some show-

ers, and on April 21, the day before Earth Day, a 

county official approved the work. How wonderful 

that Collington Lake – not actually a lake at all, 

but in fact a “stormwater management pond” – 

has accomplished all of this.      

Lake from p. 6

Carl Koch Publishes a Memoir
Collington resident Carl Koch, known to 

readers of The Collingtonian for his restaurant 

reviews, has published a memoir, “Papas Fritas 

to Fois Gras,” a collection of autobiographical 

essays, some of them originally written for the 

memoir class at Collington.  

Despite the culinary title (papas fritas are fried 

potatoes), the book contains no restaurant re-

views, although it does cite Carl’s love of cooking, 

as well as some memorable meals on his many 

trips to France.

Carl grew up not far from the site of Collington, 

and many of the essays are set in this region.  

The book is in the “Collington Authors” collection 

in the Library, and available at Amazon.com. - GN


