
sailors.  George Dank-

ers was a marine 

architect, credited with 

working on the designs 

for the Liberty ships of 

World War II. George 

and Lauretta Dankers 

moved into the 3100 

cluster in 1989, joining 

Pat and Charles Tram-

mell, who were already 

residents.  

Both couples owned boats and loved sailing. 

George learned that “Pepper” Langley, a master 

carver on Solomons Island, had drawn up meticu-

lous plans for a model skipjack. The skipjack is a 

traditional Chesapeake Bay vessel with a raked 

(angled) mast. It is used for dredging oysters, since 

dredging using motor boats is forbidden by law.

Before long, George, Charles and the Wood 

Shop crew were caught up in building model 

skipjacks, taking care that their construction 

and details were authentic. They scoured hobby 

shops and other vendors for miniature fittings 

for the little ships. Each ship was made to be 

operated by a remote-control radio device, which 

What is a regatta?  

Originally a gondola 

race in Venice, it is now 

any regularly appointed 

boat race in which two 

or more boats contend 

for prizes. What does a 

regatta have to do with 

Collington?  

It began with early 

residents who were 

TheThe
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Will Our Regatta Sail Again?
By Susan Wolf

Model skipjacks race on May 26, 2018. No Collington regatta has 
been held since then.  Photo by Joyce Koch.

see Regatta, p. 2

This coming Sept. 11 will mark 20 years since 
the terrorist attacks on the Pentagon and the World 
Trade Center.  None of us will ever forget where 
we were when we learned of the attacks. Many of 
us were federal government employees directly 
impacted by the events.  Others may have been 
overseas.

Wherever we were, we have stories to tell about 
how the events of that day impacted our lives.  

What’s your story? Submit it to the Collingtonian 
in 250 words or fewer. The deadline is Aug. 15.  
Email to collingtonian@gmail.com or newfair6@
gmail.com or leave a copy in mail slot 4101.

Submissions will appear in the September  
Collingtonian. 

Share Your Memories of 9/11
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Editor: George Newman    
Proofreader: Pat Bozeman. Additional staff and  
contributors for this issue: Jeannie Block Bessmer, Mary 
Bird, Sue Blanchette, Mike Burke, Marian Fuchs, Bud 
Gardiner, Jim Giese, Joyce Koch, Peggy Latimer, Terry 
McGuire, Alice Nicolson, University of Maryland School of 
Music, Susan Wolf, Dorothy Yuan.

This issue and all past issues of the Collingtonian are now 
online at collingtonresidents.org.

The Collingtonian invites all Collington residents to submit 
articles, photographs and story suggestions, preferably 
concerning Collington and its people. We also welcome 
“Letters to the Editor” commenting on the Collingtonian and 
its content. Submissions may be e-mailed to collingtonian@
gmail.com or placed in the Collingtonian mailbox. All sub-
missions are subject to editing for length, clarity and style.

A Word from the Editor
If this issue of the Collingtonian seems 

heavier than usual, it’s because it comprises 
16 pages rather than the usual 12. That 
reflects the dramatic increase in activity on 
campus as the pandemic winds down, as 
well as the arrival of many new residents, and 
above all the enterprise and hard work of the 
Collingtonian staff.

We expect to return to 12 pages in Septem-
ber (the Collingtonian doesn’t publish in July 
and August). Like other Collington commit-
tees, we invite new, and not-so-new, residents 
to attend our meetings. There’s no obligation 
and no experience is necessary. If you enjoy 
writing, editing or photography, come to our 
planning meeting for the September issue, 
which will take place Aug. 2, venue to be de-
termined. See you there. – George Newman

sends signals to sails and rudder.  

However, Collington didn’t have a viable lake 

where the boats could be sailed. In addition to 

loving sailing, Charles Trammell was a lawyer.  

He was enlisted by then Executive Director Gail 

Kohn to do whatever planning and negotiating 

was needed to get water to stay in our lake. The 

problem was that whatever water flowed into the 

lake from small streams and storm drains quickly 

filtered out through the lake’s sandy bottom.  

Since all lakes and ponds in the county are man-

made, Charles consulted with the proper county 

authorities, weathering long delays and much 

red tape to find a solution:  an enormous piece of 

heavy rubber was laid over the lake bed. 

Finally, there was a lake upon which to hold a 

regatta! The first regatta was held in 1996 as part 

of a celebration of Collington’s eighth birthday.  

Members of the Solomons Island Model Boat 

Club raced against the Collington Model Boat 

Club. Charles, who had been crucial in getting 

Collington’s lake on the map, was given the title 

of “Commodore.” 

In September of 1998, Collington’s tenth birth-

day, Collington hosted a gala event with several 

hundred guests, at which the governor (Parris 

Glendening), the Episcopal Bishop of Washing-

ton (Right Reverend Ronald Haines), and the 

Prince George’s County executive (Wayne Curry) 

were to speak.   

The Third Annual Regatta was an important 

feature of the day’s program. Trumpeters an-

nounced events, and background music was 

provided by a group from the Prince George’s 

Philharmonic Orchestra. Champagne, iced tea 

and light refreshments were served. Charles 

Regatta from p. 1

see Regatta, p. 9
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Pandemic Didn’t Stop Activities (Cont.)
By Mary Bird

Editor’s note: This is the second of two articles detailing how 
Collington’s activities committees coped with the pandemic.  
In addition to formal committees, the community benefited 
from efforts such as the mask-making cooperative enterprise 
led by Susan Wolf, and the various projects organized by 
Ann-Marie Rahn. And a small boast: The Collingtonian never 
missed an issue.

The Woodshop
Grant Bagley, co-chair of the Woodshop Com-

mittee, says 2020 “was a blank,” but belies this by 
listing positive changes in Woodshop operations.  
Any Collington resident may carry out projects at 
the Woodshop, but only when a Woodshop Com-
mittee member is present.  

During the past year, new rules were adopted 
for people to have free access to the Woodshop. 
1) Be a member of the Woodshop Committee; 2) 
take on a responsibility such as opening the shop, 
sweeping, or being present when non-members 
work on projects; and 3) take safety training.

Extensive reorganization also took place at 
the shop. Grant says, “Before one had to decide:  
spend half a day looking for the right-size bolt, or 
run up to Home Depot for it? Now our stock is as 
orderly as a store’s.” He attributes the improvement 
to Susan Wolf, the “super organized” committee 
secretary/treasurer, and volunteers who sorted 
hardware, tools, and materials.

The committee has grown to 12-14 people, with 
about half being newer residents. Non-members 
who have a project can do it themselves under the 
oversight of a member, or drop off the project dur-
ing hours listed in the Courier each week.

I have done both. Pre-COVID, Pete Peterson 

and Grant gave me ideas for fabricating my bottle 
cap critters and showed me how to use equipment. 
I’m quite proud of what I learned to do, though ad-
mit that my fear of the power saw convinced Pete 
to cut the wood for me. This past year, I dropped 
off a lamp for repair. Recent projects of other resi-
dents are building shelving, furniture repair, lamp 
repair, and building bird houses.

K3CCR
Collington’s ham radio station, K3CCR, located 

in the Woodshop, also underwent some reconfig-
uring this past year. A plexiglass barrier was set 
up to separate two equipment stations, and mask-
ing and distancing rules were enforced. A bulletin 
board plastered with certificates attests to the 
numerous competitions in which members of the 
K3CCR club participated.  

The Frame Shop
During the pandemic shutdown, while Bob Mil-

ford weathered the pandemic in Texas, Don Collins 
ran the frame shop alone. But a death in his family 
required numerous trips back and forth to North 
Carolina. To fill the demand for framing, Don set up 
appointments with residents. 

Don hopes to re-open the frame shop for walk-
in visitors by the end of June. However, he would 
welcome other resident volunteers to help main-
tain this service of the Residents Association.

Garden Committee
A very popular new service of the Garden Com-

mittee is to make available potting soil to any resi-
dent who needs a small amount to re-pot flowers, 
or set in new plants. As with other committee ser-
vices, a donation is welcome. This spring, the com-
mittee has already refilled the barrel three times. 
Look for the soil in the metal garbage can near the 
green house.

see Activities, p. 7

Addendum
In the May issue, the article, “The Asian-
Americans Among Us” inadvertently omitted 
two Indian-American residents. Like their 
fellow residents of Asian descent, Maya Reju 
and Sipra Johnson are valued members of the 
Collington community.
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Janelle Dietrich: Teacher and 
World Traveler
By Sue Blanchette

Janelle Dietrich, the self-
proclaimed “bunny lady,” has lived 
in Prince George’s County her 
entire life. She attended Bladens-
burg High School, then went on to the University 
of Maryland to study business and education. 
She returned to Bladensburg High School as a 
teacher in 1993. She taught business education 
at various high schools throughout the county for 
30 years to several generations of students.

The “bunny lady” part of her life began after 
she retired, when, on a whim, she purchased a 
bunny from the petting zoo at Homestead Gar-
dens. Since she knew nothing about raising rab-
bits, she started volunteering at Bunny Lu Adop-
tions and was promptly hooked. Over the years, 
she has had seven rabbits of her own. Currently, 
she is fostering an adult female Himalayan and 
her adorable baby. Janelle has litter box trained 
both rabbits, so they can run around her home 
like any other pet, though she admits that she 
has had to “bunny-proof” the house to save her 
plants.

Janelle is an avid gardener and loves the 
outdoors. If you happen to walk through the 
5100s, her attention to her garden is evident. 
She brought 37 plants with her when she moved 
in and they have all been lovingly transplanted 
around her unit. Just look for the bunnies in the 
front yard. Off her back patio she has set up 
several bird feeders and is already enjoying the 
assortment of avian visitors they have attracted.  
Janelle has been an avid birder for 30+ years.

Janelle is also a Reiki master. What is Reiki? It 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

is a “Japanese complimentary modality” used to 
calm patients and help them heal. Asked if she 
could explain it clearly, she laughed and said, 
“think acupuncture without needles.” Janelle has 
trained in this procedure for over 10 years and is 
pleased to note that it is now being recognized by 
the medical community in hospitals and for home 
care. She volunteers at Anne Arundel Medical 
Center, sharing Reiki with the staff of doctors and 
nurses. She also is certified in Reiki for animals, 
her specialty being rabbits and horses.

She has traveled extensively, achieving one of 
her “goals in life” of visiting all seven continents 
after visiting Antarctica in 2005. Now onto the 
next project!!

Janelle and the love of her life for 25 years, 
Steve, had planned to move to Collington togeth-
er. Unfortunately, Steve died July 4, 2020, but she 
decided to carry on with the move by herself. She 
chose Collington because it is close to friends 
and doctors and allowed her to stay involved 
in her volunteering and activities in Bowie, her 
home for 30 years. Since she has no other family, 
Janelle is looking forward to making Collington 
her new family.

Frances Plunkett and Kelly 
Webb: Collectors of Artifacts
By Dorothy Yuan

Entering this couple’s apart-
ment reminds me of visiting a 
small museum with a myriad of interesting items, 
and others still in the process of being mounted 
and displayed. There is an array of beautiful rugs 
and carpets, with more still stored in large trunks.  

Kelly has been a serious collector of Afghan 
and Turkish rugs, although one would not have 
guessed this from his background in physics and 
engineering. Kelly grew up in Oregon, but his 
jobs took him to France, Germany and Ukraine, 
as a software consultant and organizer of training 
programs for technicians to run nuclear power 
plants. Back in the U.S., he found himself in 
Florida, Texas, and finally Maryland, working for 
the Department of Defense and on installations 
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grandchildren showed up to get 
them settled.

Dick and Trudy are no 
strangers to Collington. Sev-
eral friends and parishioners 
from his days as a pastor live 
at Collington, so when it came 
time for them to find a retirement community, they 
never looked anywhere else. They have reunited 
with friends here and look forward to meeting new 
ones.

Married for 65 years, Dick and Trudy are the 
proud parents of five children, four adopted and 
one surprise biological son who arrived after 
they had been married 18 years. Although Trudy 
worked as an elementary school teacher after 
graduating from Dickenson College, she spent 
the early years of their marriage raising the family 
and being the pastor’s wife. Once the family was 
grown, she turned her love of travel into her new 
passion as a travel agent. She enjoyed setting up 
group vacations and led tours to New Zealand, 
Egypt, and several European countries, especially 
to the Oberammergau Passion Play in Germany. 

Dick is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall 
College and Princeton Seminary; he received 
his doctorate from San Francisco Seminary and 
spend 27 years serving in churches in Pennsylva-
nia, Virginia, and Maryland. From there he started 
working with the Presbyterian Ministers Fund. 
When he retired from that position, he served as 
the interim minister for a number of churches in 
the Maryland/Virginia area.

Trudy and Dick share a love of traveling. As 
Trudy explained with a grin, they have visited all 
50 states and camped in all of them except Alaska 
and Hawaii. They have also traveled in many of 
the Canadian provinces. These days, their travel-
ing is more limited to short trips, such as the jaunt 
tto Denver that is coming up soon to see one of 
their children. But they haven’t given up on some 

see Newcomers, p. 6

for the U.S. Space program.
Kelly’s interest in rugs led 

him to the Washington Textile 
Museum, where he met Frances 
Plunkett at an international rug 
convention in 2003.  Growing up, 
Frances had moved around ex-

tensively in the U.S., and spent her college years 
in Chicago and California. Starting out in history 
and anthropology, she later obtained a degree in 
demography. Like Kelly, she had jobs that took 
her outside the country for extended periods.  Her 
specialty in demography led to assignments from 
the World Bank in much of South Asia, including 
India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. These sojourns 
account for the other collectables in their apart-
ment, a very interesting assortment of Asian art 
objects, many of which were carefully transported 
home in personal luggage. Presently, Fran, be-
ing an old “India hand”, is working to complete a 
series of collected essays as well as an edited 
version of a 19th-Century historical document. 

The couple chose Collington for the easy com-
mute to the Library of Congress and to their old 
haunts in Capital Hill. Further, like many others, 
they were enticed by the gardens, greenery, the 
wide-open spaces, and the lake, easily visible 
from their balcony. Kelly has some memory prob-
lems and spends time in rehab, but Frances is 
eager to finish her ongoing tasks and join in the 
many activities in the community as we open up 
further.

Trudy and Dick Neff: Reuniting 
with Parishioners
By Sue Blanchette

Proudly displayed on a wall in 
the living room of Trudy and Dick 
Neff’s apartment is a large multi-
generational picture of their family, with children 
and grandchildren abounding. If you look more 
closely, however, you will see that it is actually a 
puzzle, carefully assembled and preserved, an 
emblem of their life together. When they moved 
to Collington in February, several children and 
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Newcomers from p. 5

more extensive travel, as an African safari and a 
visit to Antarctica are on their bucket list. 

Trudy and Dick have spent their first few 
months here getting settled in, so they haven’t 
gotten involved in Collington activities as yet, but 
they can be seen enjoying spring at Collington on 
their leisurely walks. 

Cathy Weber: Social Worker 
with Myriad Interests
By Sue Blanchette

Cathy Weber has jumped 
right into life at Collington. She 
is a bundle of energy who greets 
people with a smile and a laugh 
as she bounces from exercise class to meeting to 
work in her garden. Her interests are broad; her 
enthusiasm engaging. 

Life began for Cathy during World War II, in 
Morgantown, W.Va. Her father was serving in 
the South Pacific while her mother remained in 
Morgantown. Her father’s job at DuPont brought 
the family to Maryland, where she has lived most 
of her life, moving to the Baltimore metropolitan 
area after college. Graduating from Hood College 
in Frederick, Md., with a degree in home eco-
nomics education, she soon realized she wasn’t 
meant to be a classroom teacher and turned to 
social work, her life-long passion. She graduated 
from the University of Maryland, School of Social 
Work with a master’s in Clinical Social Work in 
1972. 

Cathy went into social work at a time when 
massive changes were occurring in society. The 
women’s movement was burgeoning when she 
became the first female Juvenile Counsellor in 
Harford County, in the newly formed Maryland 
Department of Juvenile Services. LBJ’s War on 
Poverty led to the development of community-
based mental health services rather than institu-
tionalization of those with emotional and behav-
ioral disorders. Her work at a Baltimore inner-city 
clinic was eye-opening, to say the least. She next 
became a supervisor in a county social services 

agency, overseeing changes in that agency’s ap-
proach, with professionally trained social workers 
providing in-home services, a program which 
became a state-wide model. Eventually Cathy 
opened a private psychotherapy practice, spe-
cializing in treating severely disturbed individuals 
who were often survivors of abuse and neglect.

Cathy’s husband, Carl, was a founding faculty 
member of the Biology Department at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore County prior to 
his death in 2006. Their love of travel took them 
throughout the United States, the British Isles, 
Europe, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean, 
including two jaunts to Ireland. Various issues led 
Cathy to Collington, which she has found to be a 
vibrant, engaged community.  

Volunteerism was instilled in Cathy by her par-
ents, both of whom led by example. She’s logged 
many hours as a volunteer in a wide range of 
organizations.

Advocacy has been a natural outgrowth of 
both her training and personality. In recent years 
her advocacy efforts have included marriage 
equality and transgender rights. In 2011, she 
pulled together a coalition Maryland of groups in-
terested in legalizing medical aid in dying, result-
ing in an action team that worked with Compas-
sion and Choices to attempt to pass legislation. 
She also served as a volunteer for a session 
of the Maryland General Assembly through the 
Legacy Leadership Program. 

Cathy also has an artistic side, currently focus-
ing on working with glass. 

 At Collington, walking out her door into her 
garden, feeding the birds, and finding stimulat-
ing activities feels like Nirvana to her. Her feline 
companion, Katie, is especially enjoying bird and 
squirrel watching. She’s also enjoying aqua and 
exercise classes and exploring in which other 
directions she’ll place her energies. It is clear that 
Cathy has found her forever home and Collington 
is lucky she did.
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We’re Officially an Arboretum
By Peggy Latimer

On April 19, 2021, ArbNet, 

a collaborative, international 

community of arboreta and tree-

focused professionals, approved 

Collington as an accredited arbo-

retum. Although we are designated as a Level 1, 

the lowest level, there were extensive professional 

requirements: a written arboretum plan, a discrete 

governance group dedicated to the arboretum, at 

least 25 trees labeled and a tree database, indica-

tion of volunteer and/or employee involvement to 

ensure fulfillment of the arboretum plan, and, at 

least one public event annually.

While Collington plodded through the COVID 

shutdown, the Planting Subcommittee of the Res-

idents Association Grounds Committee raised the 

possibility of applying for arboretum accreditation, 

and Mary Toborg took the initiative. Alice Nicolson 

and Jeannette Jones have been identifying and 

documenting trees for labeling. 

The Collington Arboretum 

is only the second in Prince 

George’s County (University of 

Maryland being the other) and the 

fourth among Kendal affiliates. 

The arboretum designation joins Collington’s 

recognition as a Certified Wildlife Habitat by the 

National Wildlife Federation. Proposed public 

events on the 125-acre campus include guided 

tours for the general public and tours and special 

programs for students and youth groups. 

The new resident Arboretum Board has al-

ready held its initial meeting. The group will keep 

residents informed of its activities through the 

Weekly Courier. Its chair, Grounds Committee 

Chair Charlie Clapper, says, “ArbNet’s accredita-

tion comprises a vital part of our efforts to edu-

cate those who live, work, and visit here about 

the richness of our treescape and its importance 

for the planet.”

For its annual spring sale, committee volunteers 
nurture peppers, zinnias, marigolds, and more 
from seeds in the greenhouse.  They grow other 
plants from plugs (3/4-inch plantlings) which are 
ordered six weeks prior to sale.  Committee mem-
bers take turns watering the seedlings and plugs.  
The greenhouse has a siphon system which adds 
fertilizer to the water.  About 2000 plants were 
grown.

This year, the committee took orders from resi-
dents before purchasing plugs, to assure supply 
matched demand.  Some residents buy plants to 
enhance their cottage yards or apartment balco-
nies.  Others garden in one of the two dozen hill-
top plots or 26 raised beds for gardening.  

The committee has about 40 residents on a 
mailing list to keep in tune with its activities, and 
10 to 15 very active members.

Activities from p. 3 During the COVID shut-down, the committee 
ran a farmers’ market.  It was so popular that the 
line of shoppers (masked and distanced) passed 
the library. The Market enabled Collington resi-
dents to buy fresh tomatoes, beans, cucumbers, 
okra and more, grown by their neighbors.

This summer, as produce matures, look for 
it on “The Groaning Board” in the hall near the 
Memorial Board.  There is a box for donations.  
Produce grown by residents in past years include 
lettuce, onions, garlic, radishes, scallions, pota-
toes, cabbage, kale, and swiss chard.  And these 
are just the vegetables Mike McCulley, committee 
chair, listed in a moment.

Donations, plus revenue from the spring plant 
sale and farmers’ market, enable the committee to 
continue its service to residents.

“New designation is 
just second  
in county.”
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see Cardinals, p. 9

Cardinals Edition

Step outside now (or simply open your 

window) and you’ll be treated to birdsong.  Typi-

cally, only males sing, as they establish territory 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke

Female in the Snow
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and court a mate every spring. Cardinals are the 

exception. Those loud, whistled tunes you hear 

around campus could come from either a male 

or a female. The pair is monogamous, so the 

songs are more about securing territory than 

they are about selection of a breeding partner.  

Listen for the long, loud upward or downward 

slurred note followed by a series of kleer-kleer-

kleer notes.  

Cardinals from p. 8

Cardinals are year-round residents here at 

Collington. In spring and summer, cardinals feed 

on insects, which are a good source of protein 

for hungry, growing chicks. Cardinals also eat 

seeds which they crack open with their formi-

dable beaks. During winter they will continue 

eating seeds and add berries to the menu. As 

these pictures make clear, the birds are gor-

geous year-round.

Cardinals are found only in the southeastern 

Canada, the eastern and central United States, 

and down through Guatemala. When Europeans 

came here, they were quickly enchanted with 

the brilliant red bird with the jaunty crest and 

his greenish-brown mate with the red highlights. 

The carmine color reminded the European im-

migrants of the robes of Catholic Cardinals in 

Europe, so they adopted the name for the bird. 

So, what is a flock of cardinals called? Why, a 

“college of cardinals,” of course!

Trammell III, son of “Commodore” Trammell, won 

the first and third races; and Tom Younger of 

Solomons Island won the second. 

The Regatta continued to be an important 

event in the following years, but recently the 

tradition has faltered. The former enthusiasts are 

no longer here, and a new crew of enthusiasts 

has yet to emerge. We still have the six model 

skipjacks and those who know how to repair and 

operate them. We have people who remember 

past regattas and know how they should be or-

ganized. But, like any knowledge, this must be 

passed on to survive. Is this a tradition residents 

would like to see continue? Are you one of the 

people who would like to carry the torch into the 

future? Watch for notices in the Courier as to how 

you can become one of the 2021 regatta crew. 

This article was made possible by research 

done by the late Frances Kolarek.   

Regatta from p. 2

Photos by Bud Gardiner
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Destination: As COVID Eases, Nearby Beaches Beckon
By Jim Giese

This month’s 
suggestion for a 
short overnight 
trip destination 
is the Delmarva 
beaches.  Al-
though some 
COVID-19 re-
strictions may 
still be in effect, 
it appears that 
beaches once 
more welcome 
visitors.  While 
the golden 
sand beach is 
much the same 
from Lewes, Del., to Cape Charles, Va., the 
Delmarva peninsula south of Ocean City, Md., 
is either inaccessible by car or protected by the 
government, so to go there you have to spend 
the night inland.  Most beachgoers stay between 
Rehoboth Beach, Del., and Ocean City, a 27-
mile strip that is mostly barrier islands.

In Delaware there are a string of small resi-
dential communities with beach homes and 
some condominiums, hotels and small business 
districts suitable for a quiet beach visit.

Rehoboth is the closest beach to us and 
classier than the rest. The town is quite small 
with a short boardwalk and not much down-
town. The community is mostly owner-occupied 
homes, many year-around. President Joe Biden 
has a home there. Rehoboth is favored by the 
wealthier, the artier and the LGBTQ+ folks.  
There are limited rental accommodations with 
few beachfront hotels.

While Rehoboth is on the mainland, the bar-
rier islands begin just south.  Indian River Inlet 
separates the beaches and is a popular spot 

for chartered 
deep-sea fish-
ing boats.

The Mary-
land third of 
this shore is 
entirely Ocean 
City. 

I first stayed 
at Ocean City 
in 1963, at-
tending my first 
of many annual 
conventions.  
Its downtown 
was not much 
different from 

today.  There is a large pier with amusement 
rides, more amusement parks on land, some 
shops, restaurants and Fisher’s caramel pop-
corn stand.  I stayed at one of the grand old 
boardwalk hotels in a plain, small ocean-front 
room, but its dining room was excellent.  I en-
joyed my first steamed crabs at a table on the 
boardwalk.   Subsequently, I stayed at newer 
hotels nearby.

The boardwalk is now wider and longer 
(nearly three miles). It was, and still is, a great 
place for strolling, but now you must be on 
the lookout for trams that run the length of the 
boardwalk and will pick you up wherever you 
are, and bicycles, which you can rent.

Remember Bobby Baker? He was a wheeler-
dealer who worked for Lyndon Johnson in the 
Senate and became a bigtime Washington 
scandal, eventually going to jail. In 1962, he and 
a partner built the Carousel Hotel about eight 

Ocean City boardwalk at the height of the summer season, pre-pandemic. 
Wikimedia photo.

see Beaches, p. 11
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miles north of downtown Ocean City, almost in 
Delaware. It was the city’s first high-rise building, 
set in the middle of nowhere. It became a notori-
ous hangout for Washington favor-seekers and 
lobbyists.   

Now the beach is fully developed up to 
Delaware with high-rise condominiums and 
hotels, restaurants and shops. I’ve stayed at the 
Carousel and at some of the condos on weekly 
rentals. They’re nice, but I prefer staying on the 
boardwalk, even though most hotels there are 
more than 50 years old.

Ocean City bills itself as being a family resort 
and that is true, but there are more than enough 
bars. And you still must be on the watch for spe-
cial events when revelers are out in force such 
as the end-of-school week for high schoolers 
and the annual motorcycle weekend.

Restaurants are in almost any block and 
range from basic to excellent. The largest is 
Phillips Crab House, a must place to eat for 
many beach goers. It occupies an entire block 
with many different dining venues, but one 
menu. Foremost, it is a place to have steamed 
crabs or crab cakes, but there are many other 
meal choices. It began in 1956 as a carryout 
crab shack to sell surplus crabs from a family-
owned Hoopers Island processing plant. By 
1963, it was a substantial restaurant, although 
now it is larger still. Its tables are made from 
old sewing machines with treadles still in place.  
Brown paper serves as tablecloths. Stained 
glass chandeliers light the rooms. Phillips is now 
a restaurant chain, but the Ocean City venue 
is still the best, although the quality of food has 
diminished.

Beaches from p. 10

RA Rewards Vaccinated Employees
By Peggy Latimer

The Residents Association First Vice Presi-
dent, Howard Piggee, began to wonder “how 
residents might recognize our employees who 
have supported all of us by taking the initiative to 
have become fully inoculated.” Howard works in 
the Country Store with RA Treasurer Ann Carl-
son, and as typical at Collington, this presented a 
casual opportunity to run the idea by her. 

“We received the approval from RA President 
Marian Fuchs and the other RA officers, then 
explored the concept with COO Megan Barbour,” 
Howard said. “She checked with relevant staff 
and Collington lawyers, and came back and said 
that from the legal perspective we were not in-
teracting with specific people, but acknowledging 
and rewarding them for what they have done.” 

To that end all agreed that every person who 
presented their vaccination certification to the 
Human Resources department, whether they 

were vaccinated at Collington or off campus, 
would be given a $100 bill. The RA officers re-
viewed their finances and determined that there 
was sufficient funding to carry this out without af-
fecting the already-approved RA annual budget. 

Howard and Ann obtain the cash through the 
RA’s bank. Collington administration is handling 
all the operational aspects, including vaccination 
validation reviewing and handing out money, so 
no residents are aware of any actual recipients. 
All employees are eligible with the exception of 
the CEO and her direct reports. As of mid-May 
about 60 percent of the eligible staff had been 
rewarded. When the program closes at the end 
of June, Howard estimates that figure to become 
greater than 70 percent. As Howard puts it, “It’s 
a win-win, we reward people for protecting us as 
well as themselves.”
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Arbor Surroundings Get Facelift

Ann Marie Rahn, who led a bench-painting proj-

ect last spring (see the May 2020 Collingtonian) 

is again spearheading some sprucing up, this 

time in the area outside the Arbor, where chairs 

and bird houses are receiving new paint. Among 

the many helpers recruited by Ann Marie, above, 

are Bob Reed, right, and Joan Lewis, above 

right.  Photos by Joyce Koch.
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Residents Acclaim Outdoor Concert
By Jeannie Block Bessmer

A standing ovation followed Franz Schubert’s 

Cello Quintet in C Major, performed by a string 

quintet made up of graduate students from the 

University of Maryland School of Music. Colling-

ton’s two Artists-in-Residence, Tonya Burton and 

Syneva Colle, planned the outdoor concert for 

Collington residents and also participated in it.

Most composers write for string quartets, 

which consist of two violins, one viola and one 

cello. Traditionally, each of the four instruments 

has defined roles within the ensemble. 

However, Schubert wrote this work, the String 

Quintet in C Major, D. 956, for two violins, two 

cellos and one viola. In this quintet, the added 

second cello acts as the exclusive bass, allowing 

the first cello to switch between melody, harmo-

ny, and doubling the bass. 

Schubert admired Beethoven a great deal and 

visited him on his deathbed. Their music can be 

seen as transitioning from the classical period 

into the romantic era. 

Tonya Burton said, “Initially we chose to work 

on this quintet because we all really loved it but 

had never worked on the whole quintet before. It 

is a really iconic and beloved piece, with sweet 

and fun moments and dark ones too; it touches 

all the emotions, so it is satisfying to play. And 

we were excited to have the chance to perform it 

live for Collington residents.”

Collington artists in residence violist Tonya Burton, second from left, and cellist Syneva Colle, center,  
joined fellow University of Maryland graduate music students, violinists Madeleine Jansen and  

Abby Wuehler and cellist Katie McCarthy, in an outdoor performance of Franz Schubert’s string quintet. 
Photo courtesy of University of Maryland School of Music.
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Composting Produces First ‘Harvest’
By Terry McGuire

In November 2018 

composting officially 

began at Collington 

(https://collingtonresi-

dents.org/2018/11/14/

composting-a-new-green-

venture-on-campus/).  

For a variety of reasons, 

this first effort was failing 

– compost was not “hap-

pening.”  Since I came 

to Collington in February 

2020, the Compost Committee has worked 

steadily to restart our community composting. 

 I am very pleased to announce that as of 

April 2021 we have new bins, a working system 

and, best of all, a group of residents to assist. 

We can produce useable compost in 8 to 10 

weeks. Our first “harvest” this spring yielded sev-

eral wheelbarrow loads of useable compost.

There is an unfortunate myth in the motto 

“Compost Happens.” In one sense this is true: 

everything will rot away “eventually.” In reality, to 

make excellent, earthy compost in 8-10 weeks, 

we composters have to be “wildlife managers.”  

We provide the ideal environment for bacteria, 

fungi, worms, and all the other organisms that 

do the serious work of decomposition. Our con-

tributions include (1) managing water/fluids (2) 

supplying oxygen by turning the entire compost 

pile, (3) balancing the carbon and nitrogen ratios 

in the bins, and (4) sifting the finished compost.  

We also chop garden waste with a bush hog and 

shred dried stalks and branches with a garden 

shredder.

How can you help?  

First, put your waste 

only in the designated 

Hilltop Gardens bins 

marked with green dots. 

A green dot is YES and 

a red dot is NO. Second, 

only kitchen waste 

(fruits, vegetables, peels, 

rinds and cobs) that is 

chopped into 1- to 2-inch 

pieces should be placed in the bins. The waste 

should be spread in a thin layer and covered with 

a handful of dried leaves. Garden waste should 

be placed in a designated pile for us to process 

(Do not mix newspaper or cardboard, plant la-

bels, seeds or plastic with the garden waste).  

What’s next for Collington?  We now have the 

capacity at the Hilltop Gardens to accept more 

kitchen and garden waste. We hope to add col-

lection containers in other places on campus. 

These containers would then be delivered to 

the Hilltop for composting. Chris Ramsey has 

tentatively agreed that Collington staff would pick 

up the containers. However, many details have 

yet to be worked out. For example, we need to 

find suitable collection sites and we need to have 

more volunteers to oversee those sites.

In addition, we need more volunteers. Do 

not be overly concerned about your strength. 

Appropriate for Collington residents, we have 

developed bins and methods of composting that 

do not require heavy lifting.  If you would like to 

be involved in the composting effort Collington, 

please contact me at terry.mcguire@gmail.com.  

New compost bins at Hilltop Gardens show color-
coded availability.  Photo by Terry McGuire
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As you read this, the daytime roar of the ci-

cada love song should be mostly past, but what 

a few weeks it has been!

The foxes gave us the first signs of the im-

pending Brood X in early April, when they began 

digging around the base of a number of trees 

on campus, either hearing or smelling the fat 

nymphs that were working their way up in the 

soil. Not long after that, we began to see evi-

dence ourselves, in the form of little holes in the 

ground, sometimes capped with a clump of soil 

that the nymphs had pushed out of the holes.

It wasn’t until early May that the nymphs be-

gan to emerge from the ground and head for 

the heights – walkway posts, tree trunks, or tall 

plants – where they would shed their larval exo-

skeletons and emerge as pale versions of their 

final winged selves, gradually inflating and hard-

ening their wings and darkening their adult bod-

ies and bright red eyes.

As we observed, great numbers died – some 

never made it through their final transformation, 

some were eaten by dogs or squirrels or got 

squashed on the walkways or just seem to have 

gotten lost. The mess seemed significant – but 

as the males began to sing, it was clear that 

there were more than enough survivors to per-

petuate the species. 

Here and there we began to spot mating pairs, 

and by the end of May many cicadas were flying 

about. In June we began seeing signs that the 

females had begun to lay their eggs in pencil-thin 

branches of whatever trees they could reach – 

Cicadas: Soundtrack  
of Life’s Cycles

they loved the oaks but said no thanks to ever-

greens. They would make a short slit in the bark 

with their hard ovipositors, lay a few eggs inside, 

and move on to repeat the process. This surgery 

often damages the twig so that it will break, dry, 

and fall off eventually – nature’s pruning. This is 

the last sign we will see of Brood X.

 After the eggs hatch, the tiny larvae will 

eventually fall to the ground, where they burrow 

down and start their 17 hidden years of tapping 

into grass and tree roots as they go through four 

metamorphoses in preparation for their 2038 re-

appearance.

Some of us who have lived in this area long 

enough may well have seen four Brood X hatch-

ings already, or even five – and this may be the 

6th for a very few! A 17-year cycle enables us to 

appreciate the wonder of our universe even bet-

ter than the more famous 76-year cycle of Hal-

ley’s Comet. Collington residents of today have 

no chance for a second view of that fabled sight, 

which last appeared in 1986. So for the rest of 

our stay here, we will be comforted by more 

quotidian cycles – daily sunrises, monthly lunar 

cycles and the annual changing of the seasons 

– until Brood X returns.

Photo by pixabay.com



‘Take a Hike’ Steps Up Marketing Pace

On May 13, our Marketing folks invited prospec-

tive residents to “take a hike” to explore Colling-

ton’s beautiful campus on foot.  Current residents 

served as tour guides: Laurie Nichols, Ann Carl-

Music and Laughter Return to the Ivy Room

More than a year after the pandemic closed it 

down, the Ivy Room reopened before Memorial 

Day and immediately drew a full house for music 

by Eulane Rose and Faith Torsani, both in the far 

background.  More musical evenings followed, 

along with joy at reconnecting with friends.  Iden-

tifiable in the foreground here are Bob Smith, 

center, and to his left, Dave and Nancy Honey-

ford.  Photo by Peggy Latimer.

son, Jacob Kijne and Pam Haughton-Denniston, 

seen in the same order front and back.  Photos 

by Marian Fuchs.


