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Collington Residents Association Council Minutes 
 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021, 1:30 p.m. (Zoom meeting) 
 
President Marian Fuchs opened the Zoom meeting with a moment of silence. 
 
The April and May minutes of the Residents Association Council were approved. The 
agenda for this meeting was approved.  
 
Reports of Officers: 
  President: Marian Fuchs 
Welcome everyone to our June 2021 Council Meeting, most likely the last in which we 
will be meeting by zoom.   First some housekeeping details. 
We are going to follow the usual practice, and not have monthly meetings in July and 
August when many people will be away.  When we are back together in September, we 
expect to go back to monthly meetings in person in the auditorium.   Operating 
Committees, however, may continue to operate during these months, and will report on 
anything they do over the summer in September. 
If there are Master Planning or HSA meetings during the summer that I am here for, I 
will be writing reports on these for perusal in the Archive Room binders, and putting 
summaries in the relevant weekly Courier.   
I also want to let you know that we will be having our annual RA meeting, also as usual, 
on the first Friday of October, which this year happens to be October 1st.  We aren’t yet 
sure what we will do at that meeting, but we’ll think of something!  And I want to remind 
all Operating Chairs that their annual reports need to be with Sheena no later than 
September 15.   
This month we have some new business; we’ve been asked to approve a grant 
proposal from the 3000s to improve their bump-out and adjacent flower bed, and deal 
with flooding and dirt wash-up.  Julia Freeman will be presenting their proposal and 
answering your questions. 
I’d like to share a little about recent board activities.  Last Friday there was an in-person 
board meeting in the Game Room, followed by a board dinner, eaten on plates, in part 
of the Landing.   We sat at tables for four or more.  It was like the before times!  And 
now residents are doing the same, eating off plates in two venues.  Wonderful! 
The board meeting was followed by a board retreat, in the auditorium, that went from 8 
am to 3 pm.  A highlight of the retreat was the Foundation and its many resident board 
members came to meet up with the many Collington board members.  A nice idea.   
Two new senior managers were present at all events:  our new CFO, Courtenay 
Corcoran, and our new HR Director, Yolanda Hunter.   Residents will be meeting these 
folks soon.  There are also two new female board members, Susan Walker and Doreen 
Bickel.   Both look to be good, hard-working additions to the group.  Sandy Short took 
board photos, and I’m hoping to display one or more around the main building for 
residents to get to know the folks who make decisions about their life here.    
The head of the Board Development committee, Mike Lyles, is continuing to look for 
more candidates for board members, and I’m asking you now to consider if you know 
any suitable people.  For instance, you might think that one of your sons or daughters 
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might be interested and useful members.   More than one of our current board are 
indeed the offspring of residents.  Please send your ideas to me, Ann Gillespie, or any 
of the three resident board members.   
The board was briefed on developments in the Master Plan – they learned the 
information I shared with the community in this week’s Courier.  The next step is for a 
more thorough and detailed visit from the engineers to test the suitability of various 
potential sites for construction.  This survey and drilling work will be done this month, 
but it has meant the postponement of the next Master Planning Committee meeting to 
June 30, and of Gathering #6 to July 7.   There will be a report from the end-July MPC 
meeting and a summary in the Courier for residents to read before Gathering #6.   
Several sub-committees have been busy these past weeks.  Our Climate Group is 
working with the Administration to prepare a three-year Sustainability Plan, to become 
part of master planning.  Similar groups at 11 other Kendal affiliates are working on 
similar projects, in the context of a joint committee called SSAFE -- Senior Stewards 
Acting for the Environment. I’ve been sitting in on the meetings, and can report that this 
is a busy, fast-moving and focused group, getting support form affiliate administrations 
and Kendal headquarters alike. 
Two other subcommittees, Trips and Transport, are finding their activities seriously 
constrained by the paucity of drivers.  Now that all kinds of educational and artistic 
venues are opening up, residents have been lobbying the chairs of both Trips and 
Transport to get our administration to hire an additional driver.  Megan is looking into 
this, and residents hope to see action on this very soon.   
The RA $100 incentive project will run through June, and Ann Carlson may be sharing 
some numbers with you on this.  Also running through June is this year’s Foundation 
fund drive.  Here is a message from Foundation President Nadine Hathaway: 
  
“Now is the time to support Collington’s Foundation! Members of the board of directors 
are always glad to greet you and answer any questions you have about the foundation. 
  
Why support the foundation now?  Here are just four reasons - 

1. The foundation provides economic security for all residents through Fellowship 
Fund grants. 

2. It supports team members desiring to further their education and skill building 
through scholarships. 

3. It assists in Collington’s outreach to schools, the food bank, Christmas packages, 
clothing and other needs of our neighbors. 

4. It funds resident grant requests to improve life at Collington 
  
Thanks to everyone who has given so far – We look forward to talking with you soon.” 
 
I now have a reminder message for newcomers.  We may not have made it sufficiently 
clear that the Collington Discussion group, sometimes called the residents’ listserv, is 
for residents only.  No-one but residents have the password to get in.  So it is not 
permitted to copy team members (or other non-residents) on messages sent to the 
discussion group.   If you want to share the message with someone in admin, just send 
them a copy by a separate email to their individual email address.   But please 
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remember to do this sparingly.   If you have issues, we ask you take them first to the 
appropriate Operating Committee, and if necessary, let their chairs forward your 
concerns.  Our senior managers are busy, and don’t need to receive dozens of resident 
emails each day.    
 
Finally, I want you all to know that we have a resident turning 100 years old on June 14.  
John Evans has played many important roles in Collington.  He represented the 
Washington diocese on the board that planned the formation of Collington.  He was on 
the Collington board before coming to live here, and then as a resident board member, 
and he was also a past RA President.  He is going to be honored at an event being 
organized by his neighbors and the Administration on July 21 at 3:30 pm in the Game 
Room/Chapel.  The event is open to all who knew him.    I will be signing and sending 
an RA birthday card from all of you wishing him many happy returns of the day! 
 
 
 
 
  First Vice President: Howard Piggee 
1. The Employee Appreciation/recognition program ended June 30th. It reflects that 
approximately 76% of our team members participated by presenting proof of vaccination 
and collecting a new $100 bill. Ann Carlson was the key in the banking necessary for 
this program to be successful. 
2. The" conversations with our neighbor" programs ended in May when the sponsors 
decided to not produce programs for June.  
3. Many of the RA operating committees have decided to take a break for the summer 
and begin again in September. Those that continue to meet, gather in person in the 
auditorium, sometimes broadcast on 972. 
4 We continue to solicit additional resident participation to put 972  programming on the 
air.- 
 
 

 
 Second Vice President: Mary Ann Curley 

The Drama Committee put on a radio show “Out of ths World” on May 23.  This was 
aired on 972, but I was part of a small audience that saw the show in person.  Directed 
by Tom McCain, and with a cast of seven, the production was very well done, complete 
with highly coordinated sound effects by Dick Garrison, who subsequently told me that 
he’d learned a whole new skill as a sound-effects man in the weeks leading up to the 
performance.  June 27 has been reserved for another production – perhaps another 
radio drama with more sound effects by Dick Garrison?  Check upcoming Couriers for 
further developments. 
 
Marilyn Haskel has announced that the Collington Singers will resume their rehearsals 
in July, and she has already set the dates for December performances.  Much rejoicing 
on the part of all the chorus members who have not been able to sing together since 
March, 2020. 
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More outdoor activities are taking place - a  pickleball beginners and drill session at 9:00 
last Tuesday morning, June 8, filled the tennis courts with at least 8 or 9 participants - a 
welcome sight. 
 
Saturday and Sunday ping pong sessions have now moved from the Auditorium to the 
Game Room.   As of the  May 10 - 16 edition of the Courier,  badminton is no longer 
listed.  
 
 

 
 Secretary: Sheena Macpherson 
 No Report 
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Treasurer: Ann Carlson  

      

      
REVENUE FY 22 THRU  THRU VARIANCE 
      

 BUDGET 5/31/21 JUNE JUNE FROM 

     BUDGET 
Opportunity Outlet $25,000 $5,946.25 $2,900.70 $8,846.95 $16,153.05 
Committee Transfers $5,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 
Interest $15 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15.00 
Christmas Bazaar $4,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,000.00 
Resident Contributions $0 $131.00 $95.00 $226.00 -$226.00 
Total Revenue $34,015 $6,077.25 $2,995.70 $9,072.95 $24,942.05 
Endowment Earnings $38,290 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $38,290.00 
TOTAL REVENUE & 
RESERVE $72,305 $6,077.25 $2,995.70 $9,072.95 $63,232.05 

       

       
EXPENDITURES FY 22 THRU  THRU VARIANCE 

 BUDGET 5/31/21 JUNE JUNE FROM 
ADMINISTRATIVE     BUDGET 

       
Office Expense $3,165 -$31.61 -$4.00 -$35.61 $3,129.39 
Photocopies $2,000 -$308.43 $0.00 -$308.43 $1,691.57 
Special Projects $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Operating - 
Dining/Hospitality $13,900 $0.00 -$442.44 -$442.44 $13,457.56 
Operating - Fiscal 
Review $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Operating - Health $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Operating - Fitness $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Operating - Grounds $1,305 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,305.00 
Operating - Marketing $250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $250.00 
Operating - Buildings $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Operating - Interiors $1,500 -$260.86 $0.00 -$260.86 $1,239.14 
Operating - Technology $245 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $245.00 
Opportunity Outlet $500 -$30.00 $0.00 -$30.00 $470.00 

       
TOTAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE $22,865 -$630.90 -$446.44 -$1,077.34 $21,787.66 

       
ACTVITY COMMITTEES       
Collingtonian $8,500 -$3,960.00 -$200.00 -$4,160.00 $4,340.00 
Community Outreach $5,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 
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Creative Arts $960 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $960.00 
Drama $4,730 -$660.37 $0.00 -$660.37 $4,069.63 
Flower Arranging $3,800 -$1,211.62 $147.18 -$1,064.44 $2,735.56 
Interfaith Chapel $1,800 -$101.08 -$149.00 -$250.08 $1,549.92 
Library $4,000 -$1,239.65 $0.00 -$1,239.65 $2,760.35 
Music $10,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00 
Collington Singers $2,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 
Neighbor Talks $405 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $405.00 
Pet Committee $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Recreation $500 -$35.37 -$75.25 -$110.62 $389.38 
Speakers $500 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $500.00 
Black History Month $1,500 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,500.00 
Indigenous Awareness $845 -$47.40 $0.00 -$47.40 $797.60 
Creative Arts Magazine $3,300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,300.00 
Hearing Vision Support 
Group $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Women's History Month $1,600 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,600.00 
Woodshop $0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

      
TOTAL ACTIVITY 
COMMITTEES $49,440 -$7,255.49 -$277.07 -$7,532.56 $41,907.44 

        
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES $72,305 -$7,886.39 -$723.51 -$8,609.90 $63,695.10 

       
REVENUE less 
EXPENDITURES    $2,272.19 $463.05  
      

      

       

      

      
       

      

       

       
NON-BUDGET FUNDS       
BEING CARRIED      

 Balance Received Spent Balance  
 5/31/21 JUNE JUNE 6/30/21  
AV Group $500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $500.00  
Collingtonian $1,226.17 $0.00 $0.00 $1,226.17  
Creative Arts $337.65 $0.00 $0.00 $337.65  
Drama $215.63 $0.00 $0.00 $215.63  
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Flower Arranging $4,610.61 $59.75 $0.00 $4,670.36  
Gardens $5,531.45 $137.00 $0.00 $5,668.45  
  Hilltop Garden 
Maintenance $4,879.46 $0.00 $0.00 $4,879.46  
Grounds $15,550.22 $1,000.00 $1,162.55 $15,387.67  
Courtyard $3,630.93 $0.00 $51.92 $3,579.01  
Meadow Project $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  
Health Services $220.46 $0.00 $0.00 $220.46  
Woodshop $5,138.27 $40.00 $100.68 $5,077.59  
Frame Shop $3,496.66 $70.20 $0.00 $3,566.86  
Hospitality $2,816.30 $0.00 $0.00 $2,816.30  
Interiors $1,704.10 $0.00 $0.00 $1,704.10  
Interfaith Chapel $7,540.39 $202.00 $100.00 $7,642.39  
Library $3,541.59 $273.15 $131.75 $3,682.99  
Music $3,664.49 $0.00 $0.00 $3,664.49  
Collington Singers $404.69 $0.00 $0.00 $404.69  
Pet Committee $437.10 $0.00 $0.00 $437.10  
Poetry Group $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  
Wellness $10,200.14 $0.00 $0.00 $10,200.14  
Special Projects $1,683.34 $0.00 $0.00 $1,683.34  
ACTIVITIES SUB-TOTAL $77,329.65 $1,782.10 $1,546.90 $77,564.85  
      
Lally Fund $9,640.81 $0.00 $0.00 $9,640.81  
Equipment/Contingency $5,515.14 $0.00 $0.00 $5,515.14  
FY 2020 Deficit -$3,355.98 $0.00 $0.00 -$3,355.98  
      

 $89,129.62 $1,782.10 $1,546.90 $89,364.82  
      
REVOLVING FUNDS      

 Balance Received Spent Balance  
 5/31/21 JUNE JUNE 6/30/21  
      
Community Outreach $73.54 $0.00 $0.00 $73.54  
Employee Appreciation $858.14 $6,150.00 $0.00 $7,008.14   

      
TOTAL REVOLVING $931.68 $6,150.00 $0.00 $7,081.68  
      
TOTAL FUNDS HELD    $96,446.50  
      

INVESTMENT INCOME $28,761.25 
 $     
9,464.33   $                -   $38,225.58  

      
ASSETS      
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 5/31/21   6/30/21  
Checking Account $34,400.94   $38,943.39  
Money Market $57,966.16 $0.00  $57,966.16  
      
TOTALS $92,367.10   $96,909.55  
      

 $463.05   REVENUE less EXPENDITURES  
 $96,446.50   NON-BUDGET & REVOLVING FUNDS  
      

 $96,909.55      
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************** 
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Operating Committee Reports: 
 
Buildings: John Barker 
Barbara Anderson Secretary 

June 9, 2021 
Buildings Committee Collington Residents Association  

In attendance: Norma Caputo, Sara Case, Annette Festerman, Dick Garrison, Jim 
Giese, Pat Jones, Jacob Kijne, Helen Lauck, Charlotte Melichar, Ruth Wilson, Susan 
Wolf, Joan Zorza, Secretary: Barbara Anderson, Vice Chair: Ann Marie Rahn, Chair: 
John Barker.  

Introductions: This meeting was our first in-person meeting in 15 months. The meeting 
was being broadcast on 972, and since new residents are now 20% of Collington’s 
resident population, John reintroduced the “Leadership Group” he formed when he 
became Chair two years ago. The group consists of Buildings’ vice chair, Ann Marie 
Rahn, Buildings’ Secretary, Barbara Anderson, and two members-at-large, Helen 
Lauck, and Mike McCulley.  

Administration: Although no administrators were able to attend this meeting, Megan 
Barbour, Collington’s COO, had emailed that she continues to work on resolving issues 
with WorxHub, that quotes are in on the walkway posts, that bids are out to replace the 
steps leading up to the Arbor Garden, and that new washers and dryers have been 
ordered for the apartments. Megan requested John communicate issues raised in 
today’s meeting to her. Members expressed concern that a fire alarm had gone off in 
the apartments at 4:30AM, and questioned why, after ascertaining there was no fire, it 
took an hour to turn the alarm off. (Ruth Wilson reported that afternoon on the Collington 
Discussion group that the ongoing alarm had to do with condensation in one of the 
stairwells and the alarm could not be cleared until the condition was corrected.)  

Signs, Pickleball Courts, Arbor Garden: Ann Marie Rahn  

 Andre Samuel has recently installed three new “No Smoking” signs in the vicinity 
of the 2nd Gatehouse and one of the three new directional signs at the 2nd 
Gatehouse. The last incorrect “Administration” sign, located at the Security 
entrance, has been painted over. New ground cover or flowers are planted at the 
base of 4 wooden campus signs.  

 The final coat of green paint has been applied to the first pickleball court.  
 In the Arbor Garden, eight newly painted chairs are now positioned in the garden. 

Mary  

Bird’s painted bench is repaired, repainted and varnished. There will be another 
Painting Party for 4 rocking chairs, a bench and a locking chair. Creighton Center 
neighbors are painting nine cleaned, repaired, and primed bird houses. Six 
donated pieces of Yard Art are in place. Still needed are more large wind chimes.  
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Interiors: Ruth Schrock  

 Ruth would like the administration and maintenance to clarify the role Interiors is 
to play in  

selecting paint colors and materials for decorative projects. Lately Interiors has 
not been included in the decision making for some projects, such as the colors 
for the repainted Security and Clock Tower lobbies. Also, maintenance is to take 
broken furniture to Walter to evaluate before putting it in the trash.  

 Interiors acquired 5 chairs from MedStar to replace the too-expensive-to-
reupholster yellow chairs in the Clock Tower entrance area. The “new” chairs are 
less expensive to reupholster. Unfortunately one of the chairs recently collapsed 
when sat upon. Ruth wants Walter to evaluate the safety of the remaining 4 
chairs before including them in a Foundation grant proposal for reupholstering.  

• Funds for the reflooring of the area at the base of the Grand Staircase are in the 2021 
budget. Since Interiors planned all aspects of this area’s refurbishment, it definitely 
wants to be included in the planning to complete the hard surface flooring, the only 
remaining unfinished piece of this project.  

Climate Action: Mike Burke  

Climate Action is finalizing its draft of its Sustainability Plan for Collington’s next three 
years. The Plan focuses on four areas: 
• Becoming more energy efficient. 
• Obtaining more electricity from renewable sources.  

• Recycling and composting. 
• Preparing for and participating in the country’s conversion to electric vehicles. 
The Buildings’ Leadership Group will review the Plan before its submission to Ann 
Gillespie, Collington’s CEO, on June 30.  

Auditorium: Jim Giese  

On June 7, the group met for the first time since the start of the pandemic. This 
subcommittee does not program auditorium events, but considers the needs of the 
facility itself. They wish to improve the audio, visual, and participation experience in the 
auditorium, especially for those with vision and hearing difficulties.  

 During the pandemic, Rob Reigle and the Administration worked to improve the 
lighting,  

 provided a new auditorium camera, and made it possible to broadcast Auditorium 
events on 972.  
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 Jim is now working with Rob to identify additional needs, actions to be taken, and 
sources of funding. There are some issues with microphones and the 
audio/visuals in both the classrooms and in the Chapel.  

 Jim would also like to locate funding for the purchase of a dolly capable of 
moving the recently donated organ so that it can be fully used. It is currently 
sitting in the back of the auditorium.  

Transportation: Diane Hoover  

John spoke on behalf of Diane Hoover who was unable to attend. The committee 
is working on restoring pre-pandemic transportation services. The administration 
is actively recruiting another bus driver. Trips is awaiting information from Arena 
Stage; information from the National Symphony has arrived.  

Additional Member Concerns:  

Is the Administration actively recruiting a new Director of Facilities?  

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 11:00AM. 
Location to be determined. 

 
Dining: Dorothy Yuan 
Some 17 attendees in person in the auditorium for the first time in more than a year.  
Proceedings were also broadcast on 972. 
Chris Ramsey talked mainly about having hired sufficient people (4 new team members) 
to open the Landing and the Dining Room.  Some of you may have experienced the 
new offerings by now. 
Masks are not required for vaccinated residents but the team members will continue to 
wear masks. 
Another meeting is planned for July to assess how the new schedule is working out. 
 
Fiscal Review: Julia Freeman 
No Report 
Grounds: Charlie Clapper 
Green grows the clover. You may have noticed the wonderful flowers of clover that have 
abundantly appeared in our grass throughout campus. No herbicide was applied to the 
grass this year and as a result we are seeing the flowers. This is a good, clover is a soil 
enricher. Collington will continue to move toward eliminating the use of chemicals that 
negatively affect us and our flora and fauna. 
The seasonal flowers have been planted around campus and add a touch of color. The 
planting was done by our Groundskeeper Andre Samuel rather than by our landscape 
contractor in an effort to save money. 
The recent rains remind us that we are still waiting for a project to correct several areas 
on campus where the sidewalks flood during heavy rain and create unsafe conditions. 
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The larger drainage issues many of which are created by overflowing gutters and 
downspouts pouring directly onto the sidewalks is not funded at this time.  
A number of trees dead trees or hazardous trees have been flagged for removal. I’m 
told they will be removed soon. 
The Director of Facilities job and a part time assistant job for our Groundskeeper remain 
vacant. These jobs are very important to long term sustainability of the campus 
landscape. Is Collington paying competitive salary’s, is Collington seen as a desirable 
place to work and is recruitment targeted correctly? What’s the problem? 
 
 
 
Health Services: Nancy Webb 
Kathleen Light Secretary 

 Work is continuing to develop quality assurance measures for the Creighton 
Center and for procedures concerning emergencies occurring after MedStar 
clinic hours. 

 MedStar is interviewing for a replacement for the Nurse Practitioner who 
resigned last month. 

 MedStar has hired an audiologist to work two half-days per month. 
 The Accessibility subcommittee has contacted other CCRCs about keeping up to 

date with ADA requirements. The information will be compiled and presented to 
management. 

 A mobility survey is being conducted through housing leaders. 
 A hearing accessibility group is being formed. 
 Wii,  a computer-based sports program, is available in Classroom A. 

 
Marketing: Dick Garrison 
The Marketing Committee meeting was held on, June 3, 201 on Zoom and broadcast on 
channel 972. 
 
Sandy Short reported for the Marketing Department that they are experiencing pre-
pandemic levels of activity for appointments and new leads.   She also reported that 
sales activity is much more online than in the past, when physical mail was used far 
more (with printing and mailing costs, etc.) and more on the telephone.   So far in 2021 
there have been 26 unit reservations, 10 of which have closed.  1-bedroom apartments 
remain a challenge. 
 
We decided that anybody interested in being on a working group to develop means to  
introduce the resident community to prospective residents should email their interest to 
the Chair and the Secretary. 
 
After some discussion we decided to hold monthly RA Marketing Committee meetings 
throughout the summer (July and August) on Zoom and not in person, but if there was 
nothing worth discussing on the agenda then the meeting would be cancelled. 
 
The next Marketing Committee meeting will be July 1, 2021. 
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Technology & Communications: Dennis Evans 
.  Items Discussed:  
 Wi-Fi 6 = IEEE 802.11 ax OFDM MIMO 2.4, 5, & 6GHz (4x speed, Optical fiber 

input, higher volume.  Collington Foundation Wi-Fi Funding reached the goal of 
$250,000.  Installation of Wi-Fi 6 hardware in the cottages started 2/5/2021 has been 
completed in the cottages by the of end of April.  Apartment upgrading has started 
and will be completed in June.  The Health Center will then be upgraded.  A 
replacement Comcast modem was installed 4/13/2021 (probably 9:31-9:35am, when 
the Tech-Comm Zoom dropped out).  With the modem replacement and WiFi 6 
wiring upgrade both speed and reliability has increased.  (Up/ Down: 20/100 > 
35/170.)  Fiber optic connectivity to Collington Wi-Fi via Verizon was implemented 
between 11am-noon on Monday June 14th.  (Up/ Down: AM 39/190 > PM 155/205.  
AM IPv4: 96.95.45.73 ISP Comcast; PM IPv4: 40.136.78.189 ISP Windstream) 

 Collington-Discussion Group: Several members of the Discussion Group do not 
receive initial posts from some of the members.  There are no obvious settings or 
permissions set incorrectly.  The cause of the problem is not understood and is 
being investigated.  Changes in Google Group software have disrupted Group 
Managers capability to put member names on postings so please sign your email 
posts to the group.   

 Collington IT Staff are no longer available for computer operational support, except 
for verification of presence of Wi-Fi for Kendal-Resident.  This puts more load on 
Collington Computer Clinic, a Zoom meeting every Wednesday from 1-3pm (Meeting 
ID: 883 4172 4992; Passcode: 20721).  The Computer Clinic has been helping 10-
15 residents per week.  There will be no clinic Wed. June 16th. 

 Amazon Alexa Networking – this is a “default participate” network change similar to 
Comcast xFinity and Electric Power Companies linked networks for power meters 
using cell towers. 

  

 
******************************************************************
*********** 
 
District Representative Reports 
 
1st Floor: Bob and Kathy Reed 
No report 
 
 
2nd Floor: Sue Evans 
The second floor had a lovely gathering on Sunday evening, May 23rd in the Ivy Bar. We 
shared snacks, laughter, and good conversation. It felt good to be together after a long, 
hard year. 
 We plan to return to our regular floor meetings in September. 
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Life is good on the second floor. 
  
 
3rd Floor: Joan Zorza 
Transitions.  We have had no new move-ins, but Cole Blasier, who lived on the third 
floor before transitioning to the Creighton Center, died on June 6th in hospice with 
family at his bedside.   
 
Clarita Ricketts, Norma Cassell, Frank Caputo, and Jan Watt have all been to 
the hospital, sometimes followed by rehab in the Creighton Center, and some more than 
once. 
Sad news from our floor: Norma Cassell, Apt. 309, died with family at her bedside on 

6/14/21.  
 
District Meeting:  The Third Floor was treated to a special presentation on June 4 in the 
Auditorium on Birds that Fish by Bud Gardiner and Mike Burke.  Their knowledge was 
phenomenal, and their pictures were amazing and gorgeous.  We caught Bud Gardiner 
just before he and his wife Rita move to another retirement community.  Sadly 
there were Zoom and Ch. 972 glitches, so those hoping to see it on Ch. 972 or via 
Zoom missed a lot.  I hope Mike alone, or Mike and Bud via Zoom, will be able to redo 
this presentation and get it recorded for others to enjoy.  Mike Burke is a Third Floor 
resident. 
 
I have enjoyed serving as a District Leader, but this is to let you know that I will be 
resigning.   
 
 
 
1000s: Peter Sherer 

There was no District meeting in April.  

An in-person meeting in the courtyard on May 18th attracted 32 residents in a getting to 
know each other again session. 

 
 
2000s: Denise Bunting 
No report 
 
 
3000s: Ann Davie  
The 3000s District is going “social” for the duration of the summer 😊 
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4000s: Helen Weinland 
Dean Clamons and Carly Gewirz are moving in to Cottage 4001 on June 15. 
 
That’s the news from the 4000 district! 
Helen 
 
 
5000s: Dave Montgomery 
As other Collington events conflicted with the District's social hour on Friday, we have moved the 
"regular" social gathering to Wednesday at 5 pm at the gazebo.  The first try at the shift, 
June 9, drew 14 residents.   
Residents grieve the death of Jim Turner, June 13. 
 
 
 
******************************************************************
*********** 
Creighton Center: Linda Meade 
 No report 
 
 
 
OO Shop: Louise Huddleston  
MAY 2021 OPPORTUNITY OUTLET REPORT    

     
SHOP SALES $2,064.45    
ESTATE SALES $501.00    
GLASS CASES SALES $616.00    
EXPENSES -$30.00    

     
NET TOTAL, MAY $3,151.45    
NET TOTAL YEAR-TO-DATE $3,151.45   
TOTAL PREVIOUS APRIL (CLOSED)  $0.00 
TOTAL PREVIOUS YEAR-TO-DATE (CLOSED)   $0.00

     
 

************************************************************************
********* 

 
New Business: 
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Grant proposal from the 3000s: The following grant proposal previously 
passed by the Grounds Committee and approved by Megan was approved 
by the Council with one negative vote. 
 

Application for a Collington Grant:  

1. Describe the need to be addressed.  

A. Beautification and shade: Our bump-out (cluster patio) garden is rather stark. It has 2 
larger bushes (a holly and one other) and a small red dragon contorted hazelwood. The 
rest is empty dirt. We would like to beautify our garden by adding some climbing vines 
that would provide shade to in the warmer months so we can better enjoy this space. As 
cluster leader, I have consulted with neighbors and we have come up with a plan for 
addressing these issues.  

B. Flooding and dirt wash-in: Flooding in the area of the patio garden in the 3000s is an 
ongoing problem. Water now floods to the doorway of cottage 3016, which has been 
marketed and will be refurbished. Mud and soil wash in from the garden bed with the 
water. This makes the patio area unpleasant. The soil patio garden in the 3000s has 
become piled too high over the years. We would like to address the flooding and mud 
as part of our beautification of the garden. Doing new plantings without addressing the 
flooding would be counterproductive. If we were to add plantings as things are now, it 
could mean our new garden would have to be replaced at some point.  

2. Explain how the proposed project addresses the need.  

1. Beautification and shade: We plan to install trellises and flowering vines such as 
clematis to provide shade and beauty. The plantings would require minimal care.  

2. Flooding and dirt wash-in: This project would remove enough clay and do some 
re-grading to bring the garden bed surface below the level of the concrete 
walkway and facilitate better drainage. Once the plantings were completed, the 
entire area would be seeded/sodded, providing grass cover to hold the soil in 
place.  

3. Identify who will be responsible for ensuring successful 
completion of the project. This project would require coordination and 
cooperation among residents. staff, and outside contractors.  

A. Beautification and shade: Residents are prepared to plant the climbing vines. One 
trellis has been donated, and others have been purchased and are awaiting installation. 
(If the project does not go forward, they can be returned). If necessary, residents would 
contribute to the purchase the climbing vines to be planted.  
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B. Flooding and dirt wash-in 
Background: Knowing that this situation would affect marketing cottage 3016, our 
cluster contacted Marketing to let them know about this problem. Marketing did an 
assessment and agreed that the issue should be addressed.  

Our cluster consulted with Andre Samuel about getting the needed grading work done. 
He recommended we consult with Ruppert and get an estimate. We have also reached 
out to Patuxent and Ecoasis for estimates. To prepare for this work, the topsoil has 
been removed to nearby tarps to await further removal of the underlying clay.  

To mitigate the influx of water, Rob Reigle, then Acting Director of Facilities, suggested 
installing gutters in the corners of the patio to shut roof run-off out toward the central 
green. We have asked if installing gutters for the patio might be done at the same time 
as the repairs on the gutters at cottage 3016. Marketing has indicated that gutter-
installation expenses could be  

part of re-fitting cottage 3016.  

Flooding and dirt wash-in: In order to move forward with 
our project, our cluster has decided to apply for a Foundation Grant so we could hire 
someone to do the clay removal, remove or transplant the few existing shrubs, restore 
the topsoil, and install sod. This is work we, as residents, are unable to do.  

4. Specify the timeline for the project, which generally should 
not exceed one year. We hope to have the project completed by the end of the 
summer.  

5. Include a detailed budget for the project including any 
elements provided at no cost.  

A. The contractor’s fee for clay removal, shrub transplantation or removal, replacing 
topsoil, and laying sod or seeding (awaiting consultations with other contacted 
contractors): 
1. Ruppert: $2,988.69 Includes clay removal, topsoil restoration, and sod 
installation. 
Larry Windsor, lwindsor@ruppertcompanies.com  

2. Patuxent: Their minimum fee is $4,000. 
3. Ecoasis/Ciminelli’s: (410) 741-9683 (several attempts to contact; no 
response) 
B. Arching trellis for the center of the garden: Free donation C. Trellises for other areas 
in the garden: 3 @ $34 each $102  

D. Cost of vines:  
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Patuxent  

Homestead $40 ea $40 ea $40 ea  

$120  

Online  

$15 ea $30-$35 ea $22-$75 ea  

$110  

 

2 fall clematis 
1 clematis 
2 Native honeysuckle $35 ea  

 

Approximate cost $110  

$20 ea $20-$35 ea  

(difference in price depends on the size of the pot) 
E. Purchase of a roll-up exterior sun shade: $15 or a bit more F. Installation of the new 
plants, trellises, shade: resident labor G. The costs for gutters included in the original 
application have  

been removed because Collington has agreed to pay these costs. See end note.  

TOTAL COSTS:  

Landscaping: Trellises: Plantings: Sun shade:  

TOTAL:  

$2988.69 $ 102.00 $ 110.00 $ 15.00  

$3,215.69  

6. Include evidence of residents’ support for all projects. The 
Foundation will consider formal approval by both the relevant 
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committee of the Collington Residents Association and the full 
Residents Council as evidence of residents’ support.  

We are bringing this proposal to the Grounds Committee for the second time in June.  

7. Include evidence of management’s support for the project; 
The Foundation will consider the signature of the CEO or 
designee as evidence of management’s support. Andre Samuel has 
stated that he is unable to take this project on, given his other duties. Marketing realizes 
the value of this project. Andre Samuel and Eric Mpesha have been consulted. Gene 
Davis has been informed and Megan Barbour has been contacted.  

8. Provide steps that will be taken to acknowledge the 
Foundation for awarding this grant request. Once the project is 
completed, we plan to host a celebration to which Foundation  

members will be invited. Our cluster would also write a formal letter of appreciation to 
the Foundation. We would like to write an article for the Collingtonian featuring this 
project as a cooperative effort between the Foundation, residents, management, and 
whichever contractor does the work.  

9. Further information or clarification.  

We understand that the Foundation is reluctant to support projects that should be 
undertaken by Collington. This would be the flooding mitigation portion of this project. 
We agree. We want to beautify our garden and cannot do this unless the level of the 
bed is reduced. We, the residents of the cluster, can do the planting, trellis installation, 
and even the grass re-seeding. What we cannot do is remove the clay and 
remove/transplant the large shrubs.  

NOTE:  

Gutter Costs; Collington has agreed to cover this expense. Purchase of guttering 
for the patio roof corners:  

Downspout 
Downspout extension Guttering 
End cap with spout drop End caps 
Inside corners 
Gutter brackets  

2@ $15 each 2@ $9 each 4 @ $6 each 2 @ $12 each 2 @ 12 each 2 @ $9.40 ea  

16 @ $4.70 each  
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Total  

$ 30.00 $ 18.00 $ 24.00 $ 24.00 $ 24.00 $ 18.80 $ 75.00 $213.80  
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The meeting adjourned at 2:38 


