
President Howard Piggee 

in the form of a framed 

certificate designed by 

Marilu Sherer.

The idea for the award 

came from Jim Giese, 

said Marian. Jim had sent 

her an email suggesting 

“a process for recogniz-

ing residents who make 

an unusual effort on 

behalf of Collington resi-

dents.” RA officers would 

be excluded so that “the 

recognition [doesn’t] boil down to the new RA 

President recognizing the previous one.” Marian 

added that the value of the award is that it gives 

visibility and praise to people who often work 

for the community, often behind the scenes, but 

who deserve more recognition than they get.”

That certainly applies to John Lees, whose 

work is literally behind the scenes. John’s effec-

tiveness is all the more remarkable because he 

suffers from macular degeneration and is legally 

blind. That’s why he often wears a “headlight” 

John Lees, the “man 

behind the camera” on 

channel 972, whose skill 

and devotion to duty 

kept Collington residents 

connected and informed 

during the worst of the 

pandemic, is the first 

recipient of a new award 

from the Residents As-

sociation.

RA President Marian 

Fuchs said the associa-

tion’s Executive Council 

settled on the award for John even before it 

had an official name because he was such an 

obvious choice. John’s work on the audio-visual 

aspects of Auditorium events predates the pan-

demic, but it was in the isolated days of 2020 

and beyond that he proved invaluable, as Col-

lington’s Channel 972 became the prime means 

of communication for the administration and the 

resident leadership.

John proclaimed himself “stunned and 

humbled” by the award, which was presented 

to him at the November RA meeting by RA Vice 

TheThe
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Collington RA Honors John Lees
By George Newman

John Lees with his award. Photo by George Newman.

see John Lees, p. 2
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that resembles a miner’s hat. (For more on John, 

see the November 2020 Collingtonian.)

In the future, Marian said, she expects that 

the award (working title: RA Resident Recog-

nition Award) would be presented annually, 

perhaps at the December Council meeting. All 

residents would be invited to submit names and 

supporting data. The choice would be made by 

the RA Executive, whose members would be 

ineligible to receive the award, per Jim Giese’s 

suggestion. 

Pottery Returns  
to Collington

By Judith Young

Pottery classes are beginning again at Col-

lington! Class meetings are held weekly on Mon-

days from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Creative 

Arts room. 

Eight residents have expressed interest, fill-

ing the space to its capacity. Others who may be 

interested in a future class should contact me at 

judithanneyoung@gmail.com or call 203-710-

7417 to be put on a waiting list. I will be leading 

the class and bring many years of experience 

working in clay, in studios from Michigan to 

Hawaii to Connecticut.

Planning began this fall by preparing the pot-

tery space, visiting local craft locations for inspi-

ration, and buying supplies to stock the pottery.  

The group will work with low-fire white clay and 

darker terracotta clay fired below 2,000 degrees 

Fahrenheit. Classes will explore various projects 

and techniques of working with clay. There will 

be hand building with slabs and coils and explo-

ration of surface decorations. Currently there is 

not a wheel for throwing. Members will be free to 

create and practice on their own time as well.  

There are two experienced members (Ria 

Hawkins and Martha Wilder) who were part of 

Collington’s earlier pottery classes five years 

ago. Several others have had their hands in clay 

in the past. And novices are included too.  We 

hope to continue to explore ceramics in muse-

ums and craft centers for inspiration and fun.

Employee Fund  
a success. See p. 7
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A Library for All Reasons
By Peggy Latimer

It’s not easy to interview 
Collington’s resident librar-
ian, Barbara Fairchild, be-
cause no sooner do you sit 
down, then she’s jumping 
up to take care of a library 
volunteer’s query or help a 
resident discover his or her 
reading passion. “Finally,” 
Barbara says, “Everything’s 
under control for the mo-
ment!”

When Covid hit in early 2020, the library was 
forced to shut down. Gradually, it has opened, 
little by little. As of the end of November, its hours 
are 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on weekdays and 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays. And the Pe-
riodical Room, whose dozens of publications are 
donated by residents, is open 24/7. “Residents 
are so happy to have this space,” Barbara says, 
“that some are calling it ‘The Reading Room’.” 

Fiction, history, mysteries, biography, women’s 
history, birds, local history, poetry, science, health 
are just a few subject areas. There are some do-
nated DVDs and audio books. And there are spe-
cial sections unique to this library, e.g., such as a 
shelf devoted to the Outreach Committee’s Cora 
Rice School Reading Project.

Just how many books are in the Library?  
Barbara estimates that it’s more than 5,000, and 
an inventory is in process. What’s the largest  
collection? Hint: the answer won’t be revealed ‘til 
the end. 

Between 80-90 percent of the collection is do-
nated. When Collington began, the library was 
located in two trailers and consisted of the first 
residents’ donations. “We’re still a clearing house 
for donations,” Barbara points out. Books that are 
determined not a good fit are contributed for the 
local Lion’s Club sales, organized through resi-

dents Sue and Dennis Ev-
ans’ daughter. 

Just what determines 
whether to purchase or re-
tain a donated book? The 
book sign-out system pro-
vides a great clue to reader 
interests. Prior to Covid, the 
library had a book selection 
committee. As manage-
ment began to allow book 
borrowing, Barbara opened 

up the selection process to the community. There 
is now a phone request and hold system, provid-
ing a more direct reader response and also result-
ing in greater efficiencies. 

Barbara considers our library more “adventure-
some” than other Kendals, particularly in promot-
ing new authors. The library also works with the 
Creighton Center to serve its residents. And the 
library has officially been opened up to employees.

“We’ve gone from being just a library to almost 
an archives library,” Barbara states. “And it keeps 
growing, so we have to expand.” (The phone rings 
– and Barbara’s up again!) In addition to files of 
Collington publications and committee minutes, 
there are resident profiles and memorial books, 
and books by Collington’s authors and former resi-
dent authors. “Things that relate to the past are so 
important in this library,” Barbara remarks. 

The library has an incredibly dedicated group 
of volunteers – 30 at present. “It’s hard to describe 
what each person does because they do such a 
variety,” Barbara notes. On one recent morning, 
former library science professor Jessica Milstead 
was working on preparing a manual for catalog-
ing books using the software “LibraryThing.” In 

Librarian Barbara Fairchild, center, with volunteers Pat 
Johns and Linda Ewald.  Photo by Peggy Latimore.

see Library, p. 7
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Marylin Fillemyr:  
A Traveling Life

By Dorothy Yuan

Marilyn started life in an 80-

acre farm in Sycamore, Ill.,where 

she attended a country school, 

taught by one teacher who was responsible for 

all eight grades. At a young age, the furthest she 

traveled from home was to attend DePauw Uni-

versity in Indiana.  

After acquiring her Medical Technician Cer-

tificate, and marrying, her traveling life really be-

gan. Between her husband’s job as a construc-

tion engineer and his continued pursuit of further 

education, the couple traveled all over the coun-

try. Their moves included cities in Wisconsin, Ar-

kansas, Tulsa, Okla., and Pennsylvania. In these 

different locales Marilyn managed to find work in 

the local hospital labs. To facilitate the frequent 

moves, for some fifteen years, they raised their 

four offspring in a motor home and later in rental 

homes. Despite having to change schools so 

frequently, all the children adapted well and now 

have successful careers. They have provided 

Marilyn with nine grandchildren and two great 

grandchildren.  

In 1973 the family finally settled in Mountain 

Lake Park in Western Maryland. But their travels 

did not end. The couple decided to embark on a 

trip in their 19-feet Flying Scot sailboat, Harm’s 

Way. With her husband as helmsman and Mari-

lyn as the only crew member, they traveled, up 

the Ohio River at Pittsburgh to join the Missis-

sippi. From New Orleans they sailed in the Gulf 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

of Mexico all the way to Tampa, Fla., living on the 

boat for two adventurous months, and traversing 

a total of more than 2,500 miles. Even after her 

husband died, Marilyn continued to sail, helping 

others as crew. She worked in the Garrett Coun-

ty Courthouse and was also active in the com-

munity, in theater and in choral groups. For many 

years she was a member of a biking club, named 

“Chain Gang”. Their biking trips were not limited 

to nearby areas; some involved long distances, 

requiring week-long trips. Furthermore, they 

even managed to bike all over Europe, in South-

east England, in Germany, along the Moselle 

River and on the beautiful trails of Switzerland.

With her move to Collington, Marilyn may have 

discontinued her life of travel. However, until she 

gets more acquainted with all of the activities on 

offer here, it is certain that her remarkably active 

life will continue.  

Judy Hobson: Mother (and  
Survivor) of Four Boys

By Jim Giese

Family, music and making the 

best of life are Judy Hobson’s life-

time interests and at Collington she carries on, 

though at a gentler pace.

Raised in a Pittsburgh working-class com-

munity and attending small public schools, Judy 

became the first from her high school to attend 

Bryn Mawr, graduating in 1964 with a degree in 

Sociology. Shortly after, she married a medical 

student. Their first son arrived days before his fa-

ther’s graduation! His internship and early prac-

tice as a GP were in York, Pa., where the couple 

welcomed three more boys, only five years sepa-

rating the oldest from the youngest.  

With the Vietnam War heating up, Judy’s hus-

band enlisted in the Navy, beginning a career 

that took him back and forth across the country 

on duty assignments, Judy and the young boys 
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end the marriage and moved to a townhouse in 

Pasadena in 1991, where she lived for 30 years 

until moving to Collington. She re-married in 

1994. Her second husband died from dementia in 

2013.

Music has always been an important part of 

Judy’s life. Her father took her to classical music 

concerts while her mother retaliated and took 

her to hear the big bands. As a teen, Judy chose 

Rock and Roll, to her father’s dismay. Even when 

the boys were young, Judy managed to find bab-

ysitters so she could attend choir practice. She 

sang in the Annapolis Chorale for 30 years, get-

ting to know others who preceded her in moving 

to Collington.

Upon retirement, Judy became a volunteer 

driver with Partners in Care, an organization that 

helps the elderly live in place. Other interests 

include gardening, reading and sewing. But fore-

most is her pride and love for her four sons, six 

grandsons, one granddaughter, three stepchil-

dren and their families. Judy now eagerly awaits 

the birth of her first great-grandson in January.

Judith Young: A Half-Century 
Journey with Ceramics

By Peggy Latimer

Judy was born in South Wey-

mouth, Mass., where her dad was 

an engineer at Fore River shipyard 

during World War II. When she was two, the fam-

ily moved to York, Pa., her father’s hometown. 

Raised in a middle-class family, she did have sev-

eral out-of-the-ordinary life-changing experienc-

es, including a gas explosion in her early child-

hood that severely injured family members and 

destroyed their home. In 1965 she participated in 

the final march from Selma to Montgomery. She 

see Newcomers, p. 10

in tow. He was deployed as a Flight Surgeon on 

numerous aircraft carriers for six-to-nine-month 

tours of duty while the family waited at home.  

When Judy’s husband took residency in psy-

chiatry at Bethesda Naval Hospital, the family 

settled in Laurel. His final duty tour was as Se-

nior Medical Officer for the Brigade of Midship-

men at the Naval Academy in Annapolis.

When the boys were small, Judy gave them 

nightly baths assembly-line style. Once, with the 

first drying off, the second slipped and cracked 

his head. With husband away, she rushed to the 

hospital with one wet and bleeding son, another 

in a robe and two grungy others. The hospital 

staff was most understanding, correctly guessing 

what had happened.

Once older, the boys participated in many 

sports and, being boys (one did a Mary Pop-

pins with umbrella off the roof), emergency room 

visits were frequent. Judy gave up trying to re-

member which child broke what bones, charging 

them to keep track of their own medical histories.  

Finally, the eldest got his driver’s license and was 

put in charge of family transportation to practic-

es, games, etc, while Judy sat down and learned 

to appreciate a glass of wine. 

At Annapolis, the family lived in one of the 

large, old homes on Academy grounds across 

from the parade field. It had five large bedrooms, 

including one with eight bunk beds, constantly 

in use by friends of Judy’s teenage sons and 

the many midshipmen (up to 14 at one time) 

the family sponsored. Judy never knew who she 

might encounter on the way to the bathroom in 

the morning.

With the boys older, Judy became Business 

Manager for the Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

Department that operates military clubs and rec-

reation facilities around the world.  

After her husband’s retirement, Judy chose to 
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County Executive Alsobrooks drew a big crowd.   
Photo by Sandy Short.

County Exec Visits Collington
By Sue Blanchette

When Prince 
George’s County of-
ficials agree to speak 
with Collington resi-
dents, it sends ripples 
of excitement through 
the community. When 
the County Executive, 
Angela Alsobrooks, 
signaled that she 
would be coming Nov. 
9, the excitement level 
increased. When she 
announced she would 
also bring her highest-level staff members, in-
cluding the chief of police and the fire chief, a full 
house was guaranteed.  

The Collington chapter of the Maryland Con-
tinuing Care Residents Association (MACCRA), 
under the leadership of Joan Hoff, organized the 
meeting. Lorrie Rogers, Collington MACCRA vice 
president, solicited questions from Collington 
residents in advance. 

The meeting began with introductions of Al-
sobrooks, Police Chief Malik Aziz, Fire Chief Tif-
fany Green and several other department heads. 
Alsobrooks recapped major issues affecting PG 
county, including:
• The impact of COVID

• “Stand Up and Deliver” – a program furnishing 3 

million meals to senior county residents during the 

pandemic.

• A $20 million bond initiative to build an addiction 

center that will address mental health and addic-

tion issues. 

• Education: working with the Superintendent of 

Schools to build more schools more quickly, re-

pairing or replacing existing structures that are 

badly outdated.

• Growing the 

county’s commercial 

tax base, including 

bringing more federal 

jobs. 

Chief Aziz then 
took the floor to 
address police is-
sues. He did not try 
to sugar-coat the 
problems of crime in 
the county. Facing 
a county-wide spike 

in violent crimes, the department has developed 
a series of initiatives to target seasonal shifts in 
crime. The department is also focusing on recruit-
ment and retention within the department. Fire 
Chief Green focused on items that help to avoid 
home fires, such as checking on smoke alarms 
and defective space heaters.

Many Collingtonians have become involved 
in helping Afghan refugees. It was stressed at 
the meeting that as long as these refugees meet 
federal requirements, they will get county help in 
finding housing, medical needs and jobs.

One issue close to residents at Collington is 
the overgrowth of shrubs at the Lottsford Road 
entrance, making it difficult to make the turn into/
out of Collington. There was a laugh from meet-
ing participants when they were told “we got the 
message!” and that county landscaping people 
would be sent to decide whether to trim or re-
move the offending shrubs to improve visibility. 
Additionally, bike lanes are going to be expanded 
and additional pedestrian walkways will be avail-
able. Collington residents were urged to call 311 
when they spot problems that need county at-
tention. A new phone system has been installed 
that has reduced wait time from 5 minutes to 15 
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October, alone, volunteers cataloged 98 books 
that had been purchased or donated. Pat Johns 
was working on assembling resident profiles and 
tracking resident moves. She and Barbara had 
worked over the weekend on reorganizing the 
archives. And she makes all the signs. Barbara 
Florini was checking through a complex set of 
criteria to determine whether a donated Scott 
Thurow volume should be added to the collec-
tion. Frances Nebesky was signing in books and 
reshelving. And Pat Kirkham was locating and ar-
ranging 30-plus years of the Collingtonian. 

“We provide much more individual service than 
other libraries,” Barbara says. A couple of com-
puters are available for those who may not have 
their own or need help in their use, and magni-
fiers and a growing collection of large-print books 

are a boon to low-vision residents. Also, to make 
it easier for those with physical or visual disabili-
ties, the top and bottom shelves are kept empty. 

It’s clear that those who work here are al-
ways willing to help. Stationed at the front desk 
recently, Mary Godfrey commented, “There are 
so many wonderful books here that people don’t 
know about. I’d be so happy to show new resi-
dents around.” And the other day, a volunteer 
needed to find a substitute at the last minute. 
Barbara sent out a request, “and within minutes, 
six volunteers had offered to help.” 

“This is a library that happens as the need 
arises,” Barbara declares. “It’s not my library or 
the volunteers’ library, it’s everyone’s library.”

The largest collection?

Library from p. 3

seconds and allows cell phone pictures to be up-
loaded. 

Alsobrooks then fielded audience questions on 
• Climate issues - working with the Department of 

the Environment toward a 50 percent reduction of 

greenhouse-gas emissions by 2030. 

• Maglev – the project is currently on hold; PG 

County has opposed the construction because the 

county will bear the burden without the benefits.

• Use of gas-powered leaf blowers, which are 

banned in other counties – PG County has no ban 

at this time, but will look into the issue.

• Collington expansion – concern about using the 

100-year flood plan (County has recently revised 

the plan and is constantly monitoring and adjusting 

it; concern about resident input at the county level. 

County will ask for resident input.) 

• MACCRA will continue a dialog with Alsobrooks 

and her departments to answer resident questions 

submitted. And in fact, a few days after the meet-

ing, Lorrie Rogers received a communication from 

Alsobrooks’s office addressing unanswered ques-

tions.

Employee Fund  
Nears $280,000

Residents Association President Marian Fuchs 
announced that the annual Employee Appreciation 
Fund raised $279,085 by the Dec. 1 deadline, with 
contributions from more than 325 residents. (Con-
tributions can still be made, but will be counted 
toward next year’s fund.)

Marian reports that when she announced at 
the December Collington Board meeting that the 
fund total was “nearly $280,000,” there were gasps 
around the room. The relationship between resi-
dents and staff at Collington is something very 
special (perhaps unique), and part of what makes 
this such a warm and friendly place to live.

The 2020 Fund, which raised over $300,000, 
benefited from extra-large donations from two resi-
dents who have since died. The RA believes that 
the very substantial amount raised this year, from 
more contributors than last, reflects residents’ ap-
preciation that our fewer number of staff this year 
have had to work longer and harder to keep pro-
viding us with service delivered with a smile!  - GN

Mysteries!



8          The Collingtonian       December 2021

as an aquatic bi-

ologist, earning her 

master’s degree 

from Johns Hop-

kins University. She 

worked for the pre-

decessor of the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife 

Service, combining 

her scientific training 

with an extraordinary 

gift as a writer. She wrote radio scripts for the 

government, Sunday feature articles for the Bal-

timore Sun, and essays for magazines. Carson 

won the National Book Award in 1953 for Under 

the Sea Wind. A second popular and critically ac-

claimed book followed, staying on The New York 

Times bestseller list for 86 weeks.  

Despite Carson’s fame, few people were ready 

for Silent Spring when it was published in 1962. 

The book was based on her careful scientific 

research, mostly conducted just 15 miles north 

of here at the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge.  She ex-

plained that bald eagles, at the top of the food 

chain, were accumulating fatal levels of pes-

ticides in their bodies. These chemicals were 

reducing the thickness of bald eagle eggshells, 

preventing the birds from successfully incubating 

their young. 

The book was an immediate sensation, spark-

ing outrage among most Americans and attacks 

from the powerful chemical industry. Within five 

years of publication, bald eagles were officially 

declared endangered. DDT was banned for use 

in America soon thereafter. Bald eagle popula-

tions across the nation then started to increase 

on a trajectory that hasn’t slowed to this day. 

With a little luck, Ruth Ann’s sightings will be-

come commonplace.  Wouldn’t that be a “Holy 

cow!” moment?

Eagle Sighting Sparks Excitement
It was late November when the excited email 

came in. “Holy cow!” Ruth Ann Hess wrote. She 

had just seen a bald eagle fly overhead. That’s 

great news, but the real excitement came mo-

ments later. As she wrote, “I stood by the lake 

scanning trees on the opposite side and spotted 

the eagle high atop a tree… I scanned nearby 

trees and to my surprise I spotted ANOTHER 

bald eagle sitting high atop another tree, not too 

far away.” Bald eagles have been seen flying 

overhead here in rare sightings. But Ruth Ann’s 

observations were the first to record the big rap-

tors roosting on campus.  

In 1782, the United States adopted the bald 

eagle as its national symbol, and it was an apt 

choice for the young nation. The powerful rap-

tor is the only eagle unique to North America.  

Estimates of bald eagles in the lower 48 states 

around 1800 vary widely, but there were probably 

more than 50,000 pairs.  

Loss of habitat, hunting, and the widespread 

use of pesticides like DDT combined to bring the 

population to the brink of extinction by 1963. Just 

417 pairs were counted in the lower 48 states 

that year. 

The eagles that Ruth Ann saw are some of 

the estimated 71,500 pairs in America today, not 

counting the robust population in Alaska. The 

extraordinary recovery from near extinction has 

been the result of the work of many people, but 

none more than Rachel Carson.  

Carson, who lived in Silver Spring, Md., trained 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke

Bald eagles, once nearing 
extinction, have been spotted at 

Collington. Pixabay photo.
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Interfaith Service Marks Thanksgiving
By Ann Davie

It may not be widely known that 

there are at least 15 “faith groups” 

represented in the Collington com-

munity (11 Christian denomina-

tions together with Unitarians, Hin-

dus, Jews and Muslims). Founded 

by Episcopalians who endorsed 

Bishop Walker’s vision of an in-

terfaith and interracial community, 

the group included representa-

tives from local churches who 

developed Collington. Thirty-plus 

years later, Walker Chapel is an 

important aspect of Collington life, 

where faith groups find a place of worship and 

study. Some meet weekly, others monthly, others 

occasionally or for special occasions. It’s part of 

the very fabric of this community.

Making opportunities to meet is one thing; 

planning a truly interfaith experience of wor-

ship is a different challenge altogether. So, the 

Interfaith Chapel Committee has developed the 

tradition that we make the Thanksgiving service 

– technically, not a religious holiday – such an 

event. Since all the major traditions share aware-

ness that “counting our blessings,” or expressing 

gratitude, is both spiritually renewing and uplift-

ing (even necessary), Thanksgiving is a natural 

time to emphasize what we have in common.

So, in this year after the pandemic shutdown, 

it was possible to gather again in the Chapel, 

with masks except when speaking at the micro-

phone. We planned for the Thanksgiving service 

of 2021 to be held the week before the holiday 

to allow people who would be traveling to partici-

pate, and so it could be recorded to be shown on 

Thanksgiving Day on Collington’s Channel 972.

Sixteen people, representing at least 10 faith 

groups, combined their experi-

ence and many hours to offer the 

annual service. The planning com-

mittee was composed of an Epis-

copalian, two American Baptists, 

a Jew, two members of the United 

Church of Christ (UCC), and a 

Presbyterian. An original hymn by 

our resident music director was 

among several familiar Thanksgiv-

ing songs. Different categories 

of gratitude reminded us of the 

gifts we share; and we were ad-

monished to remember the many 

peoples and individuals who have made our 

blessings possible.

The harvest table was decorated with the tra-

ditional overflowing cornucopia, to which congre-

gation members added canned goods to be tak-

en to the Bowie Food Center before the holiday.  

The service bulletin cover was an original draw-

ing of a cornucopia done by a resident artist. 

It was a true celebration! We gave thanks, 

yet we acknowledged national, personal, and 

Collington losses to disease and tragedy. We ac-

knowledged that there is fear of change and un-

certainty, at home and in the nation. The service 

reminded us that, in spite of the grief that is part 

of life, we live in a place and a time of our lives 

when we have many opportunities to give of our 

goods and share our talents. And we can do that 

here at Collington and in our other communities 

of family, church, neighborhoods, and country.   

It was a reminder to look for goodness and 

hope, and to do what we can do to help others, 

together. It was a blessing given and received.

Illustration by Ingrid Finan for the 
Thanksgiving service program.
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Newcomers from p. 5

also taught one summer in Appalachian West 

Virginia VISTA’s pilot program. 

After graduating from Smith College in Ameri-

can Studies, Judy spent a graduate year in 

social work at the University of Michigan. She 

then married and worked at a shop in Ann Arbor 

while her new husband, Robert Morris, com-

pleted his doctorate in music. The store stocked 

beautiful European china and silver, including 

George Jensen. On the job, Judy was shown 

videos of pottery prototypes being made on the 

wheel by artists at Jensen and was inspired to 

“start on my ceramics career.” She took a night 

class taught by an art graduate student, Wayne 

Higby, later head of ceramics at the Rhode Is-

land School of Design and Alfred University. 

Judy and Bob Morris moved to Honolulu for his 

first teaching job, and Judy took ceramic classes 

at the University of Hawaii. Their first daughter, 

Rebecca, was born in Honolulu.

When her husband began a job at Yale, Judy 

continued at a local art school in New Haven, 

eventually helping to run a studio program in 

ceramics. Then, after she and Bob parted ways, 

she was a single mother for 15 years and began 

jobs at Yale that lasted for 22 years. Her career 

focused on reunions and fundraising for the 

Ph.D. and Master’s degree alumni/ae. She built 

a program from scratch, organized by individual 

academic departments. As she put it, “These 

wonderful people hadn’t been given much atten-

tion until my job was created.”  

She remarried in 1988, and with her second 

husband, Ronald Hall, retired division chief of 

educational planning for the state of Pennsylva-

nia, moved to Madison, Conn., “for the beaches.” 

When Ronald died in 2008, she stayed in Madi-

son until coming to Collington.

After “retiring,” Judy spent her time at the 

Guilford Art Center. In addition to doing pottery, 

she is finishing eight years as board president. 

GAC serves 2,000 students of all ages, offers 

about 400 art classes annually, and presents a 

juried national craft show. “During my time on the 

board, we have built an addition, increased pro-

gramming, fundraising, and community engage-

ment.” She added quickly, “The place is thriving 

because of an excellent executive director and 

chief financial officer.”

Why Collington? Judy moved in mid-July 2021 

to be close to her second daughter Lydia and 

three grandchildren who live in Tacoma Park. 

She also liked the campus, and “You know, Cory 

Hall is very convincing.” Lydia is a professor of 

academic writing at American University, and 

Rebecca is an art professor at UCLA. Although 

Judy misses being on the Connecticut shore and 

easy small-town life, she is “happy being here, 

meeting interesting adults, and being part of a 

caring community.” 

It was Cory who suggested Judy restart a pot-

tery program. After a series of planning sessions 

with a group of resident potters, the new class 

began in November. Limited to eight people due 

to space in the Creative Arts Room, the class 

involves hand-building with low-fire clay, that is, 

making objects without using a throwing wheel 

and using a firing process at relatively low tem-

peratures.  

Judy’s own work has focused on functional 

ware, and she likes trying out natural patterns 

with clay. “I’m inspired by Mother Nature, an in-

credible artist.”
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The Grounds planting subcommittee 

managed to get a number of trees and shrubs 

planted in November, despite losing our 

horticulturist to vaccine refusal.

Why and where do we plant in common 

ground on campus?

1. Sometimes the aim is to improve our 

surrounding woodland.

 Three bald cypress have been planted in the 

floodplain below the 5100s, an area currently 

under assault once again by a visiting beaver. 

(The new trees are now well protected from 

the beaver’s assaults; it is probable that he 

or she will eventually move on to a tastier 

woodland.) Two red maples and a willow 

oak now grace a clearing just outside the 

woodland trail along our northern border.

2. Sometimes it’s to replace trees that have died 

or are potential hazards.

 A red maple has replaced a dying spruce near 

the 3100s.

3. Sometimes it is aimed at correcting a problem.

 A Nandina hedgerow has added some 

screening of the loading dock area, replacing 

down-hanging magnolia branches that were 

mistakenly limbed up.

4. Sometimes it’s just to enhance the 

appearance of our campus.

 The extensive perennial flower bed at one 

end of the croquet court has added color and 

beauty to the lakeside walkway, and a small 

triangular bed prepared nearby will be planted 

with ornamental grasses in the spring.

This Year’s Planting

5. And sometimes it is done in anticipation of 

future developments on campus.

 At some point, we understand that the Ivy Bar 

area will be enlarged and opened up towards 

the lake, and the flat grassy area will become 

the focus of more community activities. An 

elongated bed has been created along the 

edge of the space, which has been planted 

with the beginnings of a screening hedge to 

reduce any impact of these activities on the 

apartments.

Where do we get the funds from? Almost 

entirely from resident donations. We currently 

have two pledges for trees yet to be obtained, 

and welcome other proposals and suggestions. 

Most of our tree planting has consisted of 

natives, but next year we will also be considering 

suitable non-natives to increase the diversity of 

trees in our newly established Arboretum. Native 

or otherwise, every tree planted will reduce 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and help slow 

global warming. So stay tuned for the arrival 

next year of a copper beech, a dove tree, an 

American chestnut or perhaps a Kentucky coffee 

tree!

Plantings at the croquet court.  Photo by George Newman.



Bazaar Adds to RA Coffers
The pandemic never shut down 

Collington’s holiday bazaar, but it did 

put a crimp in it (See the Decem-

ber 2020 Collingtonian). This past 

month, the bazaar came roaring back. 

Residents Association Treasurer Ann 

Carlson reported it raised a total of 

$5,325.70, an increase of more than 

$2,000 over the previous year. Among 

the many residents staffing sales 

tables were Jane Miller and Joey 

Drown.

Photo by Marian Fuchs.

Collington Celebrates its Centenarians

What’s a collective noun for a group 

of 100-year-olds? At Collington it might 

be a “millennium of centenarians.” Actu-

ally, that would be an understatement, 

because we have no fewer than 11 

residents aged 100 or more. They were 

feted last month with a 1920s-themed 

party in the Landing. Elsie Seetoo and 

Don Judge were among the honorees, 

and Activities and Wellness Manager 

Natalee Zimmerman got into the Roar-

ing twenties spirit with a Flapper outfit.

Photos by Marian Fuchs.


