
tracted polio: “The worst case in 

Westchester County,” the doctors 

said. She was quarantined and 

in the hospital for at least four 

months, then came home to a 

bed in the living room. A physi-

cal therapist came in to exercise 

her. Her mother, a nurse, quit work 

to take care of Pat. When she 

was able to return to school Pat 

recalled, “There was no ADA then 

so Dominick, the janitor, carried 

me upstairs to classes.” Pat went 

on to a 30-year career in airline 

reservations. It allowed her to take advantage of 

the many benefits that come with working for an 

airline and she traveled the world.

In her 50s, Pat began to experience symp-

toms attributed to her earlier polio. After years of 

only needing one cane for mobility she eventu-

ally needed a motorized wheelchair. She was 

regularly seen at the Post-Polio Clinic at National 

Rehabilitation Hospital. They referred her to the 

Northern Virginia Post-Polio Support Group.

Peter Fielding was a schoolboy in Britain when 

In April 12, 1955, a University 

of Michigan scientist announced 

the results of trials of the Salk 

polio vaccine: 80-90 percent ef-

fective against paralytic polio, also  

known as infantile paralysis, a 

disease that had been prevalent 

since before World War I. The 

disease reached epidemic pro-

portions in the late 1940s, when 

some Collington residents were 

children.   

Eloise Branche remembers 

being eight years old in Staunton, 

Va., learning about polio through movies, news 

clips and family discussions. Even though no one 

she knew had polio, the disease put a damper on 

her social life with a long list of don’ts:

• Do not play in any creek or standing water

• Do not play in the dirt

• Do not go outside barefooted

Eloise left Staunton and became a nurse. Dur-

ing her 37-year career she never treated a polio 

patient.

Pat Pritz was five years old when she con-

TheThe
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Residents Remember Polio
Salk Vaccine Debuted 67 Years Ago

By Mary Bird

A poster urges people to take the  
new vaccine. wikimedia.com

see Polio, p. 2
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Polio from p. 1

his mother was diagnosed with polio. She was in 

an iron lung for a month but made a full recov-

ery. Peter and his sister were told “Don’t run too 

much.” Peter says, “There was the opinion that 

exercise during the incubation period was more 

likely to lead to a denser paralysis.”  Peter was 

ordered to stay in bed after he complained of 

weakness in his right knee, but it went away in a 

few days.

Brenda Roup, a former Army nurse special-

izing in infectious disease, and Denise Bunting, 

who grew up to be a cardiac nurse, remember 

an atmosphere of fear around polio. As children, 

both were warned not to play in the creeks in their 

neighborhoods.  

One of Denise’s school mates had a short 

thin leg due to polio. After she met her husband, 

John, Denise heard stories of when he was a boy 

in Ohio and in a coma for four days. His family 

thought it was polio, but were not certain.

These two retired nurses and Peter Fielding, a 

retired surgeon, worry that polio could resurface, 

as it is still prevalent in a few countries and is al-

ready resistant to the existing vaccines.  

RoAnne Dahlen Hartfield’s first memory of polio 

was during her years at the Columbia University 

Presbyterian School of Nursing. She learned how 

to care for polio patients who were in iron lung 

machines. In 1958 she was vaccinated against 

polio and has received additional shots at inter-

vals with no side effects.

The effects of the virus – childhood paralysis, 

deformity and severe breathing problems – terror-

ized parents. Rumors about polio and how to pre-

vent it abounded, recalls Joyce Koch. One rumor 

was that cooling off too quickly after a hot activity 

caused polio. Joyce’s mother and the parents of 

her friends, warned their children not to lie in the 

shade to cool off or drink ice water when they 

came in from playing outside.  Another rumor 

was that contaminated water caused polio. (This 

was in fact the case, says Brenda Roup.)

“By the time I became a nurse in 1969,” Joyce 

says, “polio had almost, but not quite, disap-

peared in the U.S. There was a building on the 

campus of my nursing school in New Orleans 

that was dedicated to infectious disease, but 

most patients there were suffering from tubercu-

losis. There was one iron lung – just in case.”

Sue Blanchette’s older sister, who was finish-

ing her nursing internship and saw many polio 

cases at the time the vaccine first became avail-

able, wrote home urging their mother to get Sue 

vaccinated right away. 
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Editor’s note: Collington 
resident David Fry is a 
woodworker whose art 
has appeared at galleries 
throughout the country.  In 
this article he discusses the 
nature of wood and his craft.

 A show of his work will take 
place in the Clock Tower and 
Auditorium during May, with 
an opening reception from  
4 to 6 p.m. on Tuesday,  
May 3. All proceeds from 
sales that evening and  
during May will go to the 
Collington Foundation.

The Material

Harvested wood, as 

the exposed body of a 

tree, can reveal insight 

into not only an individual 

life, but also its tribe and 

environment. Naming a board “oak” or “maple” is 

just the beginning, and sometimes that’s not easy 

if the source’s leaves, bark, or fruit aren’t known. 

Color, grain (growth ring) patterns, pore size, 

medullary rays, and even the smell of a plank can 

help confirm the species. 

Beyond establishing identity, some tree rem-

nants such as stumps allow us to count the 

number of annual rings and measure the spaces 

between to gauge age and periods of prosper-

ity. Those tight-grained spruce tops of beautiful 

violins may actually reflect hard times back in the 

forest – extreme cold, drought, or blight. Indeed, 

much of what we deem striking in wood reflects 

stress in the mother tree. Such distress often 

manifests as figure, as in curly or fiddleback ma-

ple, whose three-dimensional appearance (from 

compression) is much coveted. Crotch figure or 

feather is also highly prized, but it too reflects 

An example of David Fry’s work.   
Photo courtesy of the artist.

Wood: Decoding the Remains of Trees
By David Fry

see Wood, p. 10

stress in the form of ten-

sion (stretching) where 

the tree trunk divides. 

Some of the most 

dramatic patterning in 

wood comes from fungi 

that stain tissue sus-

ceptible to invasion and 

decay during and after 

a tree’s lifetime. One 

type is black line “spalt-

ing,” which resembles 

calligraphy or doodling. 

The lines mark boundar-

ies between competing 

colonies. In red and silver 

maple, staining results 

from beetles that bore in 

and deposit “ambrosia” 

fungi for their larvae. This causes bluish streaks to 

appear around the insect tunnels. And in the soft-

est maple, box elder, stunning crimson banners 

occasionally mark areas attacked by beetles or 

fungi. The tree is thought to secrete a red pheno-

lic compound to seal off the wounded region.

Perhaps the wildest figure shows up in burls, 

growths bulging on the bark or root system of 

many tree species. Their origins remain some-

what shrouded, but many authorities suggest 

that viruses are responsible. The abnormal tissue 

looks chaotic, with dormant buds resembling eyes 

straight on, and luminous columns from the side. 

Smoking pipes (briar rootballs from the heath 

tree), turnings, and slab table tops frequently 

come from burls. 
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Mary Loraine Brinton:  
Family and Friends 
Nearby

By Grae Baxter

Mary Loraine – her 

friends use both names 

together – is a stylish, 

put-together person who 

has enjoyed, and still very 

much enjoys, her life. She is also busy and does 

not like to waste time, including for interviews.

 Born and raised in Tampa, Fla., she earned 

a bachelor’s degree in elementary education 

and then a master’s in early childhood educa-

tion from Florida State University. Marriage to a 

space scientist, Henry C. Brinton, brought her to 

the D.C. area. They settled in Bowie, where Mary 

Loraine taught kindergarten and pre-school for 

25 years. Henry, meanwhile, worked for NASA, 

ultimately as director of all unmanned space 

programs. Henry died in 2005. Mary Loraine 

recounts with appreciation that, in a “fly-by” of 

Pluto in 2016, NASA honored his accomplish-

ments by naming a newly-identified crater on the 

planet the “Brinton Crater”.

In the Bowie community, Mary Loraine and 

Henry raised their two sons, Henry G., now a 

Presbyterian minister in Fairfax County, Va., and 

George, a successful business person who lives 

with his family near Frederick, Md. One of the 

great joys of Mary Loraine’s life was helping to 

raise George’s twin sons from ages six weeks 

to 10 years. She currently enjoys all six of her 

grandchildren – “all boys except one.” 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

Mary Loraine was living back in Florida when 

her sons encouraged her to return to the D.C. 

area so she could be closer to them and their 

families. So, she chose Collington, close to them 

and to her friends in Bowie.

“Life is full” she says. She drives regularly to 

Bowie to stay in touch with at least “15 friends”, 

and she remains very much connected to her 

parish there, the Christian Community Presbyte-

rian Church. 

In terms of her life at Collington, Mary Loraine 

is hoping to start by volunteering in the library. 

(She has signed up but been told that there is a 

wait list.) Most surely, she will find other ways to 

contribute as time goes on, staying busy, enjoy-

ing her life.    

Marilyn Austin:  
Creative Endeavors

By Mary Bird

Marilyn grew up in 

Springfield, Ohio. She 

attended Muskingum 

University, where she 

graduated with a bach-

elor’s degree in sociology 

and psychology. Her first “real job” was in Cincin-

nati, where she worked with the Social Security 

Department. Her brother, Allen, four years her 

senior, was also living in Cincinnati while doing 

alternative service at a local hospital. Allen had 

met a young man, John Austin, who was living 

in the same men’s hotel. Thus John and Marilyn 

were introduced. About a year later, they were 

married in Springfield. They lived in Cincinnati, 

where John completed his alternative service 

with the Health Department. As a master’s 

degree engineer and a public health officer, he 

was able to join the United States Overseas 

Mission (precursor of USAID) through the State 
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doctorate in human development, from the Uni-

versity of Maryland, College Park, where she 

graduated shortly before turning 65.

 Creative endeavors have been a constant in 

Marilyn’s life.  She has written many poems and 

a play, called The Point, which was produced 

during the 2015 Women’s Voices Theater Fes-

tival in Washington, D.C. She also published 

a children’s book, called Caddy’s Adventures, 

which demonstrated some basic psychological 

themes of “good enough”, but with a mischievous 

little cat as the main character. Music is also a 

basic element in her life, and she has played the 

flute ever since the fifth grade...playing in orches-

tras, small ensembles, and solo performances.

All four children have become very success-

ful.  There are seven grandchildren and now two 

great grandchildren.

Paul and Mary Jo 
King:  
Outreach and  
Engagement

By Grae Baxter

Mary Jo and Paul 

came to Collington from 

Pittsburgh, via Phila-

delphia and Rehoboth 

Beach, attracted by the promise of compatible 

company. By nature and interest, both are active, 

out-reaching people, alert to work that needs 

doing in their community. They moved to Col-

lington seeking a diverse social network, one 

broader than the rather “insular” groups they had 

encountered in Rehoboth, their first “real” retire-

ment stop. Plus, Collington was such an “inviting 

place” – and near one of their daughters and her 

family, who live in Bowie.

see Newcomers, p. 6

Department.

By the next February, they were on their way 

to live in Saigon for two years. John worked with 

the water and wastewater supply program, and 

Marilyn taught English. Their first child, Eric, was 

born in Saigon, in Clinique St. Paul, where the 

windows were open to all kinds of birds to fly 

through the rooms.

After the two years were over, John decided 

to get his doctorate in sanitary engineering at 

Berkeley. During those four years, two more 

children were born. After John’s graduation, 

the young family moved to Champaign Urbana, 

where he began teaching at the University of Il-

linois. In addition to having a fourth child, Marilyn 

decided to get a master’s in social work from the 

university. Eventually, the family moved to Clem-

son, S.C. At the university there. John became a 

professor of engineering and Marilyn was hired 

to teach psychology part time.

Seven years later, they took a sabbatical leave 

to teach at the University of Maryland. However, 

after the year there, they decided to leave Clem-

son and move to Maryland. Their older son, Eric, 

had just graduated from high school, and began 

his freshman year studying physics at Harvey 

Mudd University in California. The younger three 

children all graduated from high school in Mary-

land. Two of them graduated from American Uni-

versity, and the youngest graduated from Cornell 

University.

 John then decided to rejoin the government, 

in USAID, where he finished his career. Marilyn 

completed a three-year training program at the 

Washington School of Psychiatry, and began her 

career in the private practice of psychotherapy, 

which she continued for 37 years.

 Not to be outdone by her children, Marilyn 

decided to go back to school, and earned her 
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Mary Jo grew up in Bellaire, Ohio. She gradu-

ated from the University of Dayton, where she 

majored in biology and chemistry in order to 

pursue her interest in medical research. (She 

remembers the “guys” at that time would tell her 

to focus on her “MRS.” Degree. She was not dis-

couraged.) 

Her research career took her to the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. It was in 

Pittsburgh that Mary Jo’s and Paul’s life paths 

crossed, at the wedding of friends. They married 

in 1976. Mary Jo continued her research work 

until their children arrived, at which point she 

focused on their care, their schools, their activi-

ties, the PTA. When her daughters were eight 

and ten, she received a call from her former 

boss asking her to return to research, which she 

agreed to do part-time. She retired only when a 

shoulder injury prevented her from holding a test 

tube.

Meanwhile, she remained active in their 

parish, Saint Paul Cathedral. There, she served 

on the parish council and became a docent. In 

the latter role, she helped to create a program 

with the University of Pittsburgh that brought stu-

dents of many faiths to visit and learn about the 

cathedral. She also played a significant role on 

the “book committee” that guided production of 

the church’s beautiful, coffee-table quality, 100th 

anniversary publication, A Reflection of Faith. 

(You can see a copy outside their apartment 

door.) Mary Jo says that she “really, really en-

joyed” her work as a docent and her involvement 

with this book. Those were the engagements 

most difficult to leave behind.  

Paul grew up in Pittsburgh. He earned an un-

dergraduate degree in business administration/fi-

nance from Duquesne 

University and, later, a 

J.D. from the Universi-

ty of Pittsburgh School 

of Law. He describes 

himself as an “envi-

ronmental lawyer and 

non-profit manager.” 

“Good environmental 

management is good business,” he says. 

Throughout his professional life and to this 

day, he has worked in executive leadership and 

advisory positions to address issues at the in-

tersections of law, business, the environment, 

health, safety and non-profit mission. For many 

years he taught environmental management at 

Duquesne and environmental law at Pitt’s law 

school. 

Meanwhile, Paul has been active in the 

Knights of Columbus, as an advocate in family 

court working with youth in foster care, and as 

a due-process layperson hearing officer for the 

Delaware Department of Education. He has 

earned numerous awards, including the Catholic 

Charities Caritas Award for service as a Cham-

pion of Justice.

As they settle in at Collington, Mary Jo and 

Paul are doing what they do, which is to engage. 

Mary Jo is working with the Outreach Committee. 

Paul is now active with the Knights of Columbus 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council at St. Joseph’s 

Church, their new parish right around the corner. 

John Claassen: Physicist, History Buff  
and Dancer

By Grae Baxter

John Claassen is a surprise. He came to Col-

lington in December after years of living on Capi-

tol Hill in D.C. Yet, he is not a political person; he 

is a physicist. And, he likes to dance.

Newcomers from p. 5

see Newcomers, p. 9
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John grew up in Wheaton, Ill., earned his 

bachelor’s degree from Wheaton College and his 

Ph.D. from Cornell University. He then did post-

doctoral work at U.C Berkeley.

Why physics? “You like things you are fairly 

good at,” he says. “I don’t have a great memory 

but with physics, you don’t have to remember 

a lot; the challenge is to correctly apply formu-

las and concepts to practical situations.” His 

35-plus years at the Naval Research Lab were 

spent mostly in study of various aspects of the 

phenomenon of superconductivity, which can be 

used in applications ranging from ultrasensitive 

magnetic field sensors to high-power motors and 

generators.  (In everyday life, superconducting 

magnets are used in MRI machines). 

 He was able to make important contributions 

in development of novel Josephson junction 

devices, tunable micro-inductors, diagnostic 

equipment to evaluate superconducting thin 

films, mathematical methods to predict losses 

in superconducting coils, to name a few. These 

efforts brought John two best-publication awards 

and one for a patented invention.  He also turned 

his hand to projects in the field of magnetism, 

studying “soft” magnetic materials and their ap-

plication in inductors and field sensors. A perk 

of work at the Lab was the opportunity to take 

a sabbatical abroad.  John and his wife Phillis 

were able to spend a memorable year in Cam-

bridge, England involving lots of touring (so 

many cathedrals!)  but also a rewarding research 

project.

Why Capitol Hill? Aside from the neighbor-

hood’s convenience to the Research Lab, he 

liked city living – the active, diverse environment 

– as did his late wife, Phillis. 

John and Phillis met in a country and western 

dance class. The instructor suggested that the 

class needed prac-

tice between lessons 

and recommended 

a bar downtown that 

would accommodate 

them. So, a part-

nership was born. 

John and Phillis 

were together for 20 

years, until she died in 2020. She was a vibrant 

and loving part of his life until she developed 

dementia a few years before her death. He has 

great sympathy for others who are experienc-

ing this wrenching disease in their loved ones. 

John remains close to her two daughters, who 

live within reasonable distances from Collington. 

And, as anyone who attended the recent Mardi 

Gras party at Collington can attest, John is still 

dancing.

Why Collington? John was attracted by the 

opportunity to live in a cottage where he could 

pursue his interest in gardening. The extensive 

trails and woods are also a big plus. His other 

interests include: music; drawing and painting; 

reading, especially history; making new friends 

and connections; and having fun – all compat-

ible with the possibilities of Collington. He has 

already joined the Weed Warriors, as well as the 

merry band of regulars in the Ivy Bar at cocktail 

hour.
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ago. Birds go where the food is.  

We can’t be sure why 

changes have occurred in 

Collington’s bird popu-

lations.  There are 

simply too many 

variables and 

too little scientific 

study to make 

anything more than an educated guess.  

As the bluebird effort demonstrates, we can 

take action to reverse some of the decline.  

When pesticides are sprayed, the mist drifts, 

frequently landing on birds. As birds preen their 

feathers, they ingest the poison directly. At other 

times, birds eat the insects that are poisoned.  

The Grounds Committee, with the support of the 

Administration, addressed the problem head-on.  

It secured an agreement with our landscaping 

company to scale back dramatically the use of 

pesticides on campus. It’s a big win for Colling-

ton’s birds.

The biggest looming threat to our birds is the 

construction associated with new Independent 

Living units to finance the overdue upgrades to 

the Creighton Center. Exactly how many trees 

will be lost is still unknown. The architect con-

tinues to refine the development plans that will 

be presented to the Board of Directors later this 

year. A strong mitigation plan should offset some 

of the inevitable losses.  

Collington’s birds face an array of threats, 

from global to local. For now, though, we con-

tinue to have an amazing variety of species just 

outside our doors. Bald eagles, ruby-throated 

hummingbirds, hooded mergansers, and yellow 

warblers have all been seen here in the last year.  

The Bird Club sponsors walks on the first and 

third Fridays of the month starting at 7:30 a.m. 

down by the Lake. Join us, and let’s see if we 

can match Judith’s record. 

Birds on Campus: Then and Now
Pat Duggan recently found old records detail-

ing birds seen on campus. As I reviewed them, 

Judith Shaw’s name kept appearing. In her years 

here (she died in 2015), she identified over 100 

species out of the 154 recorded on campus. She 

was Collington’s finest birder.

Looking back at the records, I’m impressed 

with the diversity of birds seen here. Instead of 

the few warblers we’ve identified lately, no fewer 

than 20 species were seen before 1996. Where 

have they gone? The beautiful cerulean warbler, 

for example, was seen regularly decades ago. It 

is missing now.  

Before looking for a local cause, I remember 

that the only place in Maryland this warbler 

is reliably seen today is in the Appalachian 

Mountains. Overall species abundance in North 

America is down by one-third over the past 40 

years. The cerulean warbler is one of the species 

hardest hit by the massive decline. 

Eastern bluebirds, on the other hand, have 

benefited from a concerted effort to restore their 

numbers. The bluebird houses on campus are 

under the careful supervision of Liz Barbehenn.  

Multiple successful nests, many with multiple 

broods, have stoked a steady increase in Collin-

gton’s bluebird population. 

Baltimore orioles were regulars here decades 

ago, but a rarity now. Climate change appears 

to be the culprit. Every year migrating birds like 

orioles tend to move further north. Berries, the 

tender buds of many trees, and insects are all 

developing on a different calendar than decades 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke

Collington’s bluebird population is 
on the rise. Pixabay photo.
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Destination: Chesapeake Bay Shore
By James Giese

The Drum Point Lighthouse is part of the Calvert 
Marine Museum.  Wikimedia photo

see Shore, p. 10

Free at last!  After two 

years, the pandemic has 

loosened its grip. And just 

in time for spring.  So, if 

you can, take a ride and 

see some lovely Maryland 

countryside as it awakens 

to a new growing season. 

While there are many great 

destinations, my suggestion 

here is to drive on some 

of the back roads of Anne 

Arundel County south of 

Annapolis or on your way to Annapolis to enjoy 

lovely homes and rural countryside. Or, for a 

longer drive, take a destination trip to one of the 

Chesapeake Bayside towns. But before you go, 

check to see if your destination is now open and 

what restrictions may apply.

An easy drive on Md 4 – a nice divided but not 

overcrowded highway – can take you to some of 

these towns or to Solomons Island and points 

south. Access Maryland Route 4 south (Penn-

sylvania Avenue) either via the Beltway south or 

Landover Road (Md 202) to Upper Marlboro (at 

Upper Marlboro, go left at road’s end (Md 725) 

and then right onto US 301 south to access Md 

4.).

 A short way down the road, you will see turn-

offs for the Chesapeake Bay towns of Deale, 

North Beach and Chesapeake Beach. All have 

good restaurants for lunch; the best known is the 

Rod ‘N Reel at Chesapeake Beach, which fea-

tures coin-machine gambling. Also available are 

charter and head boats for a day or half-day of 

fishing on the bay. (Head boats make scheduled 

runs for ticketed passengers on a per-person 

basis and will furnish fishing 

tackle if you don’t bring your 

own.) You can also visit a 

railway museum and walk a 

rail line that is now a nature 

trail. (Before World War II, 

this beach and others on the 

bay were popular destina-

tions for Washingtonians 

who got there by train or trol-

ley lines, now gone.)

If you continue south on 

Route 4, you will reach Cal-

vert Cliffs State Park. The massive cliffs at the 

park dominate the bay shoreline for roughly 24 

miles. They were formed over 10 million years 

ago when Southern Maryland was covered by 

a sea. When it receded, the cliffs were exposed 

and began eroding, revealing the fossil remains 

of prehistoric species. The park features a sandy 

beach, unique fossils, an accessible recycled tire 

playground, fishing, freshwater and tidal marsh-

land and 13 miles of hiking trails. There is a fee.

Next to the park is the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear 

Power Plant, a major provider of electricity for our 

area. From the highway, you will see only the en-

trance road. It is quite visible from the water and 

that area is a popular fishing spot because the 

warmer water used for cooling is discharged into 

the bay, attracting fish.

A short distance further on Route 4 is Solo-

mons Island, 54 miles from here. There you will 

have to get off the main highway onto Solomons 

Road. The entrance to the Calvert Maritime Mu-
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Shore from p. 9

Wood from p. 3

The Craft

Perhaps more than any other form of wood-

working, bowl turning unlocks the door to the in-

finitude of patterns in wood, especially in gnarly 

castoffs. While lumber for housing or furniture of-

fers just two broad faces (plus four narrow edges 

of side and end grain), a bowl displays these 

surfaces and everything in between. Prospecting 

for remarkable figure begins when the wood-

turner spins a manageable chunk of tree on a 

lathe against a handheld chisel. The process is 

like trimming a pulled vessel on a potter’s wheel, 

except the artisan is working horizontally and 

removes much more material. A gouge unspools 

ribbons of wood from the workpiece to expose 

spectacular landscapes or...an ugly knot, pro-

truding nail, or distracting splotch. Uncertainty 

frequently looms: Should the intended shape 

of the bowl be changed to preserve beautiful 

figure or color or, more commonly, to eliminate 

an unexpected flaw? How deeply does a crack 

or metal stain extend into the interior? Is further 

effort justified?

If all goes well, the vessel is typically turned 

down to ¾" thick and, if green, set aside to dry 

for about three months. As the wood loses wa-

ter drying, it warps and may even crack. Once 

stable, the bowl is returned to the lathe and 

trimmed down to a symmetrical shape again. 

As the woodturner thins the wall and bottom 

further, risk increases, particularly in so-called 

hollow forms, as in southwest Indian pots with 

small mouths. Gauging wall thickness in a fragile 

closed form can be tricky. One false move during 

the finishing cuts, and the piece may explode, 

undoing many hours of painstaking labor. 

seum is just after the turnoff. This is a wonderful 

way to learn and see more about the Chesa-

peake Bay and its fishing industry. The museum 

features a Maryland skipjack, which may be 

available for rides, and other historic boats as 

well as a small aquarium and exhibits of many 

artifacts. There are many good seafood restau-

rants here and also a sculpture garden. As you 

approach the community, you will see on the 

right the entrance to Asbury Methodist Solomons 

Island CCRC overlooking the Patuxent River.

If so inclined, you can take the 135-foot-high 

Governor Johnson bridge across the Patux-

ent River to St. Mary’s County and visit historic 

St. Mary’s City, a former colonial town that 

was Maryland’s first European settlement and 

capital. It is now a large, state-run historic area, 

which includes a reconstruction of the original 

colonial settlement. And further down the road 

to the southeast is Point Lookout State Park, 

where the Potomac River enters the bay. It was 

once a prisoners camp for captured Confederate 

soldiers.

With luck, the turner moves on to sanding and 

finishing. Here is where distressed wood comes 

back into focus. Will scratches in curly figure be 

hard to remove, or soft patches become dished 

out by sanding, or fungal stains look muddy un-

der oil or lacquer? The suspense remains until 

the completed piece is taken off the lathe and 

examined closely by hand and eye.
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Collington differs from most life care commu-

nities in having a spacious campus surrounded 

by a halo of woods. Because there rarely has 

been a staff member skilled in management of 

our landscape, the residents’ Grounds Commit-

tee has often provided advice and guidance to 

supplement the work of the contractors hired to 

maintain the gardens, lawns and woodlands that 

most of us treasure.

 Unfortunately, maintenance of our woodlands 

has been low on management’s list of priorities 

for many years. In the absence yet again of a 

horticulturist on staff, Grounds has undertaken 

to improve the status of our tree flora from three 

directions: improving the health of the surround-

ing woodlands; establishing an arboretum to 

increase the diversity of trees on campus; and 

planning for the mandated replacement of trees 

that would be destroyed by planned construction 

of new units in the next few years.

Maryland’s foresters have offered help and 

suggested steps to improve the health and 

quality of our surrounding woodland. Removal 

of invasives -- bittersweet, Bradford pears and 

ailanthus -- is the most important step. Sup-

porting the growth of existing desirable trees by 

removing competitors nearby is another. Infilling 

clearings with new natives is a third, though only 

because browsing deer make natural seeding-in 

almost impossible.

Our Arboretum is barely a year old; so far, 

we have concentrated on labeling the trees 

we have, so as to increase the interest in, and 

Maintaining our Woodlands

knowledge of, the over 100 different varieties 

we have on campus. We hope to gradually add 

specimens of interesting and less usual species 

around campus and welcome suggestions for 

trees, possible locations and funding.

In considering the need for replacement trees 

following the proposed construction on wooded 

areas of campus - four berms and one area of 

the perimeter woodland -- our major problem 

is where we could place the as-yet-unknown 

number of trees to be planted. While there are a 

number of open areas here and there, our con-

cern is to avoid greatly altering the current mix 

of lawn, meadow and woodland which is such 

a feature of Collington. I doubt residents would 

be happy to find the Broadway meadow or the 

area between the dining room and the lake con-

verted to woodlands, or our cluster lawns com-

pletely filled with trees. The grassy area below 

the 5000s could accommodate quite a number 

of trees, but a quarter century hence, should the 

community again feel the need for more units 

to generate increased income, that would be a 

likely site for future expansion.

In furtherance of these approaches, the 

Grounds Committee has planted several dozen 

trees in the past few years -- mostly natives, 

both in selected spots on campus and in the 

woodlands. Whether Maryland would allow us 

to claim these trees as retroactive replacement 

is unknown, but we feel that it is important to 

continue planting, at the very least to replace the 

natural deaths of older trees that occur regularly. 

So when you hear the chainsaw at work this 

spring, removing dead wood, remember the new 

trees that will follow in the fall!



and other agencies in 

need of such a shooting 

range. Primarily, though, 

it provides thousands of 

acres of habitat for birds, 

mammals, and other crea-

tures.

The South Tract in-

cludes the Visitors’ Cen-

ter, which hosts school 

groups, scouts, and other 

community organizations. Greiner told the crowd 

that community outreach is a top priority for her. 

A viewing patio, Cash Lake, a boardwalk, and 

forest and meadow trails offer everyone some-

thing to enjoy. She encouraged all residents to 

come enjoy “this Gem” just 11 miles away.  

Jennifer Greiner. Photo 
by Marian Fuchs

Resident Board Candidates Face Voters
By Sue Blanchette

Last month, five Collington residents partici-

pated in a Candidate Forum, the first step in 

selecting a resident member of the Collington 

Board of Directors. After a brief introduction by 

each candidate, they fielded questions from the 

audience that filled the auditorium. They are 

shown, left to right, in a photo by Marian Fuchs: 

Joey Drown, John Barker, Pam Haughton-Den-

niston, Howard Piggee, and Dick Garrison. 

 Following the Residents Association bylaws, 

Collington residents voted on these candidates 

the following week. Each resident was allowed to 

vote for any or all candidates that they felt were 

qualified; all who received at least 50 percent of 

the ballots cast had their names forwarded to the 

Collington Board of Directors for consideration. 

The Board will interview the candidates and 

make a selection in the next six weeks, choosing 

from Dick Garrison, Pam Haughton-Denniston, 

and Howard Piggee. Stay tuned for the final se-

lection – and for the next round of resident par-

ticipation, the selection of new RA officers.

Speaker Highlights a Gem in our Midst
By Mike Burke

Jennifer Greiner, Superintendent of the Patux-

ent Research Refuge, came to campus on April 

13 to give a well-received talk about the Refuge.  

Speaking before a nearly full auditorium, Greiner 

accompanied her talk with a PowerPoint presen-

tation illustrating different aspects of the Refuge.  

Created by President Roosevelt in 1936, 

the Refuge now covers 13,000 acres divided 

into three tracts. The Middle Tract, the oldest, 

conducts wildlife research and is closed to 

the public. Best known for its work in restoring 

Whooping Cranes from the edge of extinction, 

the Research section continues its groundbreak-

ing work. 

The North Tract was transferred as excess 

property by Fort Meade. It includes a range for 

handguns and rifles. It is used by the FBI, ATF 


