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Association; Executive 

Chef James Bright and 

Culinary Supervisor 

Vionna Carson steered 

the food and drink offer-

ings; and Environmen-

tal Services set up and 

took down – from stem 

to stern!

Sept.  9 turned out 

to be a glorious day. Led by 2018 winner Dick 

Garrison, the skippers paraded their boats down 

to the dock: Lily Moreaux and Lyle Denniston 

co-skippered the Lizzie T; Nancy Eichert, the Eva 

J; Judy Young, the Priscilla Ruth; brand-new resi-

dent Chuck Van Anden, Traditions; and Dennis 

Evans, the Emma B. Tom opened the program, 

Rev. Louise Lusignan gave the Blessing of the 

Fleet, the horn blared, and the skipjacks were 

off! A slight wind enabled completing two legs. 

A close finish: Chuck won with Nancy a close 

second. After the two Bobs presented the trophy, 

many residents hung around to enjoy both nature 

and the camaraderie.

The Regatta reminded us of just what makes 

YES!! After a four-

year hiatus, the Regatta 

has returned to Col-

lington. So many people 

came together on Sept. 

9 at Collington Lake for 

a joyous occasion. 

Regatta ’22 hap-

pened as a result of 

lots of resident and 

staff effort. If it hadn’t been for two relatively new 

residents – Bob Reed and Bob Smith – who 

worked so hard for months to rehabilitate the 

skipjacks and the remotes, it would not have hap-

pened. If Tom McCain hadn’t offered to navigate 

the many non-racing aspects, it wouldn’t have 

happened. Tom had boatloads of help including 

Marilu Sherer as chair of the Hospitality Commit-

tee, which underwrote the food. The two Bobs 

held semi-weekly trial runs for eager residents, 

and worked with Director of Facilities Shawn Bos-

tic and staff and Grounds Committee chair Char-

lie Clapper to put the area in shipshape order. 

Kay Laughton was again at the helm of the 

betting table; Terry Drown piloted the new porta-

ble PA system, purchased through the Residents 

At Last!
Full Sail Ahead for the Collington Regatta

By Peggy Latimer

All five skipjacks going full sail. Photo by Sharon Ruhly.
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Collington Collington. Champion Chuck, for ex-

ample, who was elegantly attired in a blue blazer, 

was out at 8:00 a.m. the next morning, pulling in-

vasive vines with other Weed Warriors. Yes, that’s 

Collington! So many residents and staff chatted 

informally and discovered captivating histories 

and shared interests. Chef James had spoken 

with Kay Laughton a number of times. “We would 

just talk,” he said. Today, when it was pointed out 

that she was an admiral, he, a former marine, 

was in awe. “I had no idea. For her to become an 

admiral when she did, she had to be good. So 

many people here I talk to fascinate me. I had no 

idea.” That’s Collington too.   

Yes, the Regatta is really back.

Regatta from p. 1

Vionna Carson overseeing the repast.  
Photo by Joyce Garrison.

At the Residents Association’s annual meeting  
Howard Piggee took office as president,  

succeeding Marian Fuchs. Photo by Joyce Koch.

Changing of the Guard
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Ann noted that the planning 

process began in 2018 and 

involved residents as well as 

members of the Board and ad-

ministration. With ongoing finan-

cial markers, the Board “always 

had off ramps,” she said.

She stressed that postponing 

the expansion plan did not mean 

abandoning its goals; in par-

ticular, upgrading the Creighton 

Center remains a high priority. 

Some major work there – no-

tably a new generator and new 

windows – cannot wait and will be added to the 

capital budget, as will other high-priority projects. 

“We are not going to retreat,” Ann said. “We’re 

going to have to find another way. I don’t know 

what that is but we’re not going to stop. We’re 

going to keep peeling the onion and rolling up 

our sleeves until we figure it out.”

Editor’s Note: For many, this article is 
old news. We publish it now for two 
reasons. (1) We have readers who 
are not Collington residents and may 
not be familiar with the event. (2) The 
Collingtonian serves as a “newspaper 
of record” for our community. Future 
researchers may find this  
information valuable.

Acting on a recommendation 

from CEO Ann Gillespie, the 

Collington Board of Trustees 

decided at its Aug. 11 meeting to 

postpone implementing a plan to 

add 44 independent living units 

to the campus.

The proposal, a significant 

element in Collington’s master planning, would 

have used revenue from the new units to fund 

major renovations to the Creighton Center and 

the dining and lounge areas.

The decision followed recommendations in a 

review undertaken by an outside accountancy 

and CPA firm, Baker Tilly. 

At a community meeting the day after the 

Board decision, Ann said that the project had 

appeared financially feasible through 2021, but 

inflation and rising interest rates changed the 

picture.  Updated estimates of construction costs 

received in April, and higher borrowing costs, led 

to the conclusion that “the project was no longer 

financially feasible at this time,” she said.

She recommended to the Board that Col-

lington postpone seeking permits, design de-

velopment and construction “until such time as 

financial parameters have changed and indicate 

a financially feasible approach.”

Expansion Placed on Hold
CEO: No Retreat on Creighton Center Upgrade

By George Newman

CEO Ann Gillespie.  
Collington photo.
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Gordon Appleby and  
Kristi Hanson: Separate  
Paths to D.C.
By Mary Bird

Gordon and Kristi made their 
ways to Washington on separate 
paths, but did not meet until they 
coincided at the house of a friend, even though 
they lived in the same condo.

Kristi grew up in Warren, Pa., a small town 
50 miles from Lake Erie, where her family had a 
summer cottage. Kristi and Gordon still vacation 
there.

Kristi’s mother enjoyed playing classical piano, 
and her father was a sculptor and artist, although 
he had to forsake those loves to support his fam-
ily by running a hardware store. Kristi and her 
three sisters grew up playing piano plus another 
instrument.  At Collington, Kristi has a digital key-
board. (Her second instrument was violin.)

The summer after high school, Kristi worked 
the midnight shift proofreading for her hometown 
newspaper before heading to Case Western Re-
serve in Cleveland.  She finished college at Amer-
ican University in Washington with a bachelor’s in 
English and Master’s in theoretical linguistics.

Kristi is proud to have worked with an inter-
disciplinary team at Children’s Hospital National 
Medical Center, identifying ways to apply the 
strengths of children with learning disabilities.  

Using her analytical and communications skills, 
Kristi followed a trajectory from the Institute of 
Modern Languages, where she edited translated 
documents, to the Council of Great City Schools, 

We Welcome 
Our New Neighbors

where she analyzed legislation and regulations; 
to the office of New York Senator Jacob Javits, 
where she served as a legislative aide; and then 
to the New York Board of Education’s Washing-
ton office. 

Her focus eventually shifted into a variety of 
positions, crowned with 16 years as a writing 
tutor at Montgomery College. “Many of the stu-
dents were foreign-born and in their 40s,” Kristi 
says.  “The world stepped through the doors of 
the learning center.”

Gordon started life in New 
York City, but identifies himself as 
a Vermonter, as he attended Rut-
land High school and Middlebury 
College.  Tired of snow, Gordon 
did a doctorate in anthropology at Stanford Uni-
versity, and carried out field research on peasant 
markets in southern Peru, near Lake Titicaca.  
“The collapse of the wool market and trade with 
England after World War II altered the economy 
even in this remote region,” and gave rise to the 
peasant marketplace system, Gordon noted.

Post doctorate, Gordon began teaching at 
Caltech. While there, he was invited to speak on 
the wool trade at an alpaca breeders’ conference.  
Afterwards, one of the USAID organizers recom-
mended him to a colleague as “just the expert 
to write a grant proposal for peasant marketing.”  
Thus, Gordon was called to Washington in 1980.  
“Serendipity like this has played a part through-
out my unplanned, but very satisfying, career,” he 
said. 

Gordon characterizes the decades of his ca-
reer as 1970s – Latin America; 1980s – Africa; 
and 1990s - India and China.  From 1982 through 
1985, Gordon headed the planning unit of the 
Gambia River Basin Development Organization, 
and was a consultant on environmental projects 
in Africa and Latin America.  This led to work in 
the 1990s for the World Bank, where he brought 
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ing early to join Lance in their 
summer RV travels.  

They met in the intensive care 
waiting room at Walter Reed Hos-
pital, where their spouses had 
both gone through cancer surgery.  
For nearly four weeks they kept 
this vigil, only to lose them three days apart.   The 
widow and widower later found common interests 
that mitigated their losses. Before they met at 
the hospital, they were both attending the same 
church where Lance’s brother-in-law was the pas-
tor.  This didn’t come to light till months after their 
losses.   Small world.   

Cindi and Lance have been married 24 years 
and will soon celebrate their 25th anniversary with 
a family get-together here at Collington.  Together 
they have five children, seven granddaughters, 
three of them married, four grandsons, and one 
great-grandson who is the center of attention for all.  

Before deciding on Collington, the couple had 
explored a number of CCRCs. Daughter Michelle 
recommended a look at Collington, as she had 
seen the facility when her daughters, singing 
in Voices in Praise, performed here. They were 
pleased with the open landscape, the wide menu 
choices and the diversity of the community.  Lance 
is gardening in both the hilltop garden and one of 
the raised garden beds.  They both participate in 
the camera club and water aerobics, and hope to 
join the birding group.  

While spending winters in Arizona, they were 

see Newcomers, p. 6

up and ran the training program for “involuntary 
resettlement” (eminent domain) for staff and bor-
rower clients.  This expertise later morphed to 
post-conflict reconstruction work in areas rent by 
war such as Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Eight years after Gordon and Kristi met, Gor-
don was offered a job with the Asian Develop-
ment Bank in India.  He invited Kristi to accom-
pany him and she accepted.  They married at the 
Hanson family cottage by Lake Erie before the 
move to New Delhi (2000-2001). 

Though now mostly retired, Gordon does still 
serve on the Dam Safety Panel of Experts for the 
repair of the Kariba Dam on the Zambezi River 
between Zambia and Zimbabwe.  His most re-
cent visit for this project was in May 2022.

To walk through Kristi and Gordon’s home is to 
travel the world through the art.  Paintings, weav-
ings, baskets, sculpture, carved wood, intricate 
bead work, and a bronze bust of Kristi’s great-
grandmother, Jacobina, sculpted by her father, 
enliven their space.

Cindi and Lance Bonnet:  
Meeting in the ICU
By Dorothy Yuan

Cindi and Lance are comfort-
able with their small cottage, 
having downsized nine years ago from a three-
story home on the Northern Neck of Virginia to a 
small park in a winter resort near Phoenix.  Then 
they left the hot summers in Arizona to live in 
their 32-foot travel trailer on the Navy Recreation 
Center in Solomons, Md.  Over the years they 
have put 140,000 miles on the travel trailer – two 
trips to Alaska, two to Nova Scotia, and across 
the U.S. several times. 

Before retirement Lance served 23 years in 
the Coast Guard, then 15 years teaching science 
in Virginia schools.  Cindi worked as finance of-
ficer and office manager for a small commercial 
restoration corporation in Woodbridge Va., retir-

Correction
A headline in the June edition misspelled the 
first name of a new resident. She is Beah 
Zander, not Beth Zander.
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Newcomers from p. 5

members of a community quilting guild and a 
round dance group. They are looking to join a 
local quilt guild here in Maryland, and currently 
dance with a round dance cuer on Thursday 
nights. Round dancing is a form of ballroom 
dancing that progresses in a circular pattern 
around the dance floor. Each round dance has 
been fully choreographed ahead of time and a 
cuer at the front of the ballroom tells the dancers 
what steps to take.  The dances include familiar 
steps such as waltz, cha cha, two step, tango, 
jive, etc.  

Next January and February, Lance and Cindi 
will RV to Florida to round dance and learn more 
choreographed dances.

Katie Thompson: Civic Activist
By Mary Bird

Katie Thompson grew up in 
Birmingham, Ala., and completed 
her undergraduate education at 
Birmingham-Southern College.  After a B.D. from 
Yale, she finished her Master’s in clinical social 
work at Smith College.

Her early career positions were with a delin-
quency-prevention program in Boston sponsored 
by the National Institute of Mental Health in 
collaboration with a public school system and 
guidance center, then with a clinic in a forensic 
psychiatry network established in Massachu-
setts District Courts. Katie met and married her 
husband, Thom, and had their daughter while 
living in Arlington, Mass.    

Katie began a shift to social work education, 
directing a placement program for the schools of 
social work at Simmons and Boston colleges.  

In 1971, the family moved to Atlanta.  Thom 
taught in a public school while Katie cared for 

their daughter. Katie became active in fighting 
a plan to cut through Atlanta’s oldest neighbor-
hoods with an interstate highway.  The fight 
involved creation of a neighborhood civic as-
sociation; uniting with a larger Coalition on the 
Transportation Crisis; and advocacy to pass a 
bond referendum for a rapid transit system.  The 
groups brought a lawsuit to decry the environ-
mental impact statement which supported the 
highway project.

To advance that effort, Katie worked on the 
campaign to elect Andrew Young to Congress 
(among other campaigns), then got his help 
for a meeting with the new federal transporta-
tion head. Federal support was withdrawn and 
Atlanta’s oldest northeast neighborhoods were 
spared.

Katie resumed her career, teaching under-
graduate social work students part-time at Geor-
gia State University’s School of Urban Life.  From 
there, Katie joined the faculty of the university’s 
School of Social Work.  During her 23-year ca-
reer, Katie also completed a Ph.D. in adult edu-
cation. The focus of Katie’s teaching shifted from 
clinical practice to engaging students in legisla-
tive processes, administration and supervision. 
She helped develop a post-Master’s program to 
train employed social workers for administrative 
positions.  Katie received Outstanding Social 
Worker Awards from the National Association of 
Social Workers and its Georgia chapter.

A few years after retirement, Katie and her 
husband moved to Brevard, N.C.  Thom died five 
years later, but Katie stayed on for thirteen more 
years. She held precinct positions for the Demo-
cratic Party and trained other precinct leaders.  
She served on the City Planning Board and was 
active in the American Association of University 
Women. Katie initiated development of a Voter 
Guide that was published as a newspaper insert. 

see Newcomers, p. 7
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Later the local paper took over the project.  Ka-
tie also organized a successful effort to pass a 
North Carolina law requiring voting machines to 
have a voter-verifiable paper ballot. 

In 2018, Katie moved to Greenbelt, Md., to 
live close to her daughter and granddaughter. 
She volunteered as lead writer of her Housing 
Co-op Board’s opposition to an expansion pro-
posal for the Beltway and Washington-Baltimore 
Parkway that would impinge on adjacent neigh-
borhoods. 

At Collington, Katie has already helped re-
fresh paint on the signs around campus and has 
used the woodshop for a furniture renovation 
project.  She joined MaCCRA and attends Uni-
tarian Universalist gatherings. Katie treasures 
the lake and trees and her apartment’s view 
of them.  She enjoys cooking and eating with 
friends, viewing and doing arts and crafts, and 
attending live theater and music performances.

Bud Mooney: New York to 
Peace Corps to D.C.
By Grae Baxter

Edward “Bud” Mooney moved 
to Collington last May after many 
years living in the District, most 
recently the Adams-Morgan neighborhood. He 
wanted to make the move while he was still in 
good health and could live independently, while 
counting on the additional levels of care he might 
need going forward.

Bud retired in 1996 after serving 28 years in 
the U.S. Department of Education’s National 
Center for Education Statistics. He grew up 
in Winsted, Conn., a small town in Litchfield 
County, where he attended the local high school. 
He went on to college at William & Mary in Wil-
liamsburg, Va., where he majored in mathemat-
ics and formed friendships he maintains to this 

day. After college, he spent six years working in 
New York City at the insurance company Mutual 
of New York. While he loved living in New York, 
he eventually wanted to take a different personal 
and professional direction. The Peace Corps ap-
pealed to him, so he joined and spent two years 
teaching high school math in Eritrea, then a part 
of Ethiopia. After completing his Peace Corps 
assignment, Bud moved to D.C., began his pub-
lic service career and earned a master’s in busi-
ness administration from George Washington 
University. 

Bud’s enjoyments and interests, in addition to 
city life, have included skiing in Vermont and ice 
skating – on the National Mall and elsewhere. 
They also include the arts, especially music and 
dance. Sustaining his relationship with the Ken-
nedy Center, which he has frequented for many 
years, is consequently a priority for him now that 
he is at Collington. His fond childhood memories 
of family visits to Saratoga Springs, N.Y., may 
explain his continued enthusiasm for watching 
horse racing’s Triple Crown series.

Bud chose Collington for its affordability, the 
attractive campus, the easy access to his old 
stomping grounds in D.C. and his proximity to 
family – two nieces who live in the area. (He also 
has a sister and three nieces in Connecticut.) 
His pleasures so far have been his apartment, 
the Monday night movies, the Sunday afternoon 
concerts, and the library reading room. He has 
connected with St. Joseph’s around the corner. 
His goals are to maintain his good health and 
independence via a fitness routine – and to plug 
into the other resident activities that feed his 
mind and keep him connected to the world – all 
in good company.
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expanding your song 

book.  Just listen 

from your back porch 

or balcony, and you 

will have plenty of 

subjects.  Let’s start 

there. 

We have an end-

less supply of house 

sparrows. They will often sing an endless song 

of “chirrup, chirrup, chirrup.”  When a flock gets 

together, the result is raucous.

How about that surprisingly loud “teakettle-

teakettle-teakettle?” That’s the Carolina wren.  

The bird’s three-syllable, rolling song is repeated 

three times.  When a wren is singing nearby, it is 

hard to ignore.  The tune is jaunty, but mostly it’s 

loud!

A sweeter example is the goldfinch, a favorite 

at the bird feeder.   Most often we hear them as 

they fly overhead.  They have one of my favorite 

calls, a soft “po-ta-to-chip.” It’s all on an even 

cadence.  If you see a small bird with a bounding 

flight, listen for that funny mnemonic.

Woodpeckers are noted for their odd songs.  

The tiny downy woodpeckers that you see at 

your suet feeder makes a high pitched “pik” call 

note.  The song is mostly heard in the spring and 

early summer.  They give a high-pitched, some-

what hoarse series of very rapid ”pik” notes that 

descend in pitch at the end.  When you hear it, 

imagine a horse whinnying, and you’ll understand 

why some birders classify the song that way.

Get started with a few backyard birds and 

slowly expand your repertoire.  Soon enough, as 

you go about campus, you’ll hear that avian mu-

sic.  Enjoy the songs and give yourself a pat on 

the back.  You’re tuned in to the “music in the air.”

Birdsong Enriches Our Lives
Music is a central element of Collington’s char-

acter.  The Sunday afternoon concerts, back after 

the Covid pause, have entertained and moved 

live audiences and those watching on 972.  Now, 

we have the good fortune of having two artists in 

residence on campus, bringing us a wide range 

of music.  And perhaps most importantly, resi-

dents (and staff!) have their own talents as musi-

cians, choral performers, and solo singers.

But when we set out across campus, some-

how we miss the music that is almost always 

present: birdsong.  Just as live music enriches 

our lives indoors, avian songs can perform the 

same function outside. 

Learning bird songs and calls is a daunting 

task for many.  Bird songs have become easy-to- 

ignore background sounds.

The most important rule in being able to iden-

tify birdsong is this: listen.  You’ll be surprised at 

how many bird tunes you hear and how many of 

them you already know.  The “coo” of a mourning 

dove? Check.  The “caw-caw-caw” of an Ameri-

can crow? Check.  “Chick-a-dee-dee-dee?” Caro-

lina Chickadee, of course!  

To teach yourself birdsongs, begin slowly and 

see how many species you can correctly identify 

simply by the bird’s voice.  When you hit a bird 

that’s hard to recognize, don’t be afraid to move 

on to another.  Gradually your skills will improve, 

just as in any other learning exercise.  

You don’t need to go into the woods to start 

Flights of Fancy
by

Mike Burke



  Sept-Oct 2022    The Collingtonian 9

More Regatta Pictures

The  late Rev. Louise Lusignan about to bless the fleet.  
Photo by Joyce Koch.

see Regatta, p. 10

Tom McCain fully on board with roving commentary.  
Photo by Joyce Garrison.

Kay Laughton overseeing bets.  The take,  
$124, went to the Residents Association,  

“three times our past contribution,” Kay said.   
Photo by Sharon Ruhly
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The two Bobs present the trophy to winner Chuck Van Anden.   
Photo by Joyce Koch.

The two Bobs launching the  skipjacks. 
Photo by Sharon Ruhly.

More Regatta Pictures

The landlubbing crowd. 
Photo by Peggy Latimer.
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A friend recently asked the identity of a plant 

blooming beautifully in their back garden, saying 

that his wife wanted to transplant it to a more 

visible spot. Unfortunately, it turned out to be a 

biennial and, since it was destined to die this 

winter, there was little point in planning to move 

it this fall. 

What’s a biennial plant, as opposed to an 

annual or a perennial? We know what an an-

nual is – the plant sprouts from a seed, grows 

to maturity, flowers, sets seed and then dies, all 

in one year. Biennials spend their first year (or 

occasionally longer) making vegetative growth 

– leaves, roots and stems – and flower and set 

seed only in the second year. Like annuals, they 

will usually die after completing this cycle from 

seed to seed. Perennials, of course, live more 

than two years and seem to be able to sustain 

vegetative growth their whole lives, and produce 

flowers and seeds with no time constraints.

Many plants in the carrot family (Apiaceae) 

are biennials, and we grow them either for the 

leaves or roots they produce in their first year 

or for the flowers or seeds that appear in the 

second year. Think first year: parsley leaves and 

carrot roots, second year: queen-Anne’s-lace 

flowers and caraway seeds. 

Other commonly grown biennials include 

foxgloves, hollyhocks, California poppies, sweet 

William and lunarias. Some of these will seem 

to perennialize because they may develop little 

side-shoots at ground level which will continue 

to grow even after the flower spike has died (fox-

Plants have Varied Lifespans

gloves often do this).

Most of us rely on a 

foundation of perenni-

als in our gardens; they 

require minimal care 

and will last for years, 

if happy. However, they 

don’t bloom all summer, 

so folks looking for a 

more continuous bloom will add annuals to their 

beds every year. 

So why bother to grow a flower that won’t 

bloom at all the first year, and dies after flower-

ing and setting seed? - Well, because when 

they do bloom, the flowers of purple angelica, 

foxgloves and hollyhocks are very special and 

for some, definitely worth the wait. Many of us 

would not be without them!



One day in early 2016, 
three relatively new residents 
and one slightly longer-term 
resident discovered that they all 
cared passionately about the 
main building’s unused and di-
lapidated courtyard. This quar-
tet of garden enthusiasts be-
lieved that the “Courtyard” was 
truly the heart of Collington and 
should function as an inspira-
tional space for both using and 
viewing throughout the year.

Bemoaning the hodgepodge of bedraggled 
plantings, tons of weeds, serious drainage issues, 
blocked gutters, a grimy concrete floor, and rickety 
furniture, the quartet began to outline a plan for 
the Courtyard’s rejuvenation. They started weed-
ing and clipping. After struggling vainly to prune 
the overgrown azaleas that blossomed only at 
their very tops, with advice from horticultural ex-
pert resident Alice Nicolson, the quartet recruited 
the indomitable Weed Warriors to cut them way 
back. Although they knew this was appropriate, 
the foursome worried it could take several years 
for the azaleas to recuperate. The very next year 
they bloomed gloriously! Resident Jacob Kijne, 
an irrigation management expert, recommended 
drainage fixes. Marilyn Meek became the resident 
weeding specialist, and other residents formed 
watering crews. Quartet members inconspicuously 
removed all of the dingy – what Jim Curley called 
“your grandmother’s” – curtains from the facing 
windows, fully exposing the Courtyard to the many 
passersby.   

The quartet obtained a Collington Foundation 
grant to begin basic improvements. By this time, 
more residents were volunteering. One unintended 
result was many vastly differing opinions on what 
should happen. In 2018, the Residents Associa-
tion formed an ad hoc Courtyard Subcommittee 
[later assigned it to the Grounds Committee]. Anne 
Stone agreed to be its chair. It was hoped that, 
as husband Herb Stone puts it, “Just like Edward 

Hicks’ ‘The Peaceable Kingdom,’ 
Anne can bring about harmony 
among all creatures.”   

The initial grant and a second 
foundation grant resulted in sub-
stantial soil regrading, drainage 
improvement, new plantings, 
attractive containers, and new 
chairs, tables, cushions, and 
umbrellas. And the 12-foot tall 
holiday tree provided through 
the Holiday Committee. 

Collington management also 
began to pay more attention. Two electronic door 
openers and a second hose bib were installed. 
The no-longer-functioning, resident-donated foun-
tain was replaced. Pat Duggan was able to get the 
concrete floor power washed and cracks repaired, 
resulting in dramatic improvement. Also hiring the 
first horticulturist Kyle Olsen furthered the support.  

So began heartwarming gatherings at resident-
organized Courtyard events, with much thanks to 
the resident Hospitality Committee and resident 
musicians. When the weather cooperates, many 
are discovering the enjoyment of dining alfresco 
and having a relaxing spot to bring family and 
friends. And both residents and staff frequently 
hold informal meetings here.    

Much work remains, e.g., replacing the anti-
quarian hose bibs and eliminating the robust spritz 
that you encounter when turning one of them off. 
The fountain is temperamental and occasionally 
malfunctions. But as Anne Stone states, “What 
used to be dreary and neglected has become a 
delightful place that people enjoy tremendously.”

The Courtyard serves as a center of activity. 

The Courtyard Reborn – A Committed Quartet
By Peggy Latimer - with quartet input

“Quartet” members Pat Duggan,  
Jim Curley and Martha Wilder.   

Photos by Peggy Latimer.


